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India Nepal relations

Sagar Suraj

Nepal and India’s
relationship complex,
with both nations sharing
historical ~and  cultural
ties, but also experiencing
tensions and frustrations.
India has been supportive of
Nepal during times of crisis,
such as the 2015 earthquake,
providing rescue efforts and
rehabilitation aid.

is

India’s financial
contributions to  Nepal's
development  have also
been significant, with a

29.41% increase in annual
grants in 2022-23 and an
allocation of Rs 8.8 billion
in the 2023-24 budgets.
Thousands  of  Gorkha
soldiers are still serving in
the Indian army and the
money they earned would
be invested in fostering their
family back in the Himalyan
Nation. Families of either
country can freely work in
either nation and the 1800
km long porous border
helps them to do so. Nepal's
citizens prefer Bollywood
movies and songs. Thus,
Indian cultures have largely
influenced Himalyan people.

Both the nations share
their cultural and social
ties since its inception.

But question remains: who
instigates Nepal against
India- the country, which
would foster Nepal- a
landlocked  nation, the
country, which good gesture
for its Himalayan neighbor
has always been appreciated
across the world. Have
Nepal’s diplomats, media or
China been winding up anti-
india sentiments in Nepal
or other factors are behind
all this. However, several
issues have caused strains
between the two nations.

Border Disputes
Between Both the
Nation—-The India-

Nepal border dispute is a
complex issue that’s been
simmering for decades. The
main point of contention

is the  1,850-kilometer
open border, which has
seen territorial  disputes
and  encroachments by
Nepali security forces into
Indian  lands,  resulting
in killings and extortion
of Indian citizens.

- Kalapani: A 35 square
kilometer area at the
trijunction of India,
Nepal, and China, where
India claims the Kali
River originates in the
Pankhagad rivulet, while
Nepal asserts the Lipu Gad

river is the Kali River.
- Susta: India claims around
100 square km area of
Susta in West Champaran
district of Bihar has been
by  Nepal.
- Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh,
Mechi, and Tanakpur

Both countries claim
encroachment by the other.
Nepal's  recent actions,
such as including disputed
territories in  its  new
currency notes,
escalated tensions. India has
called on Nepal to honor
sovereignty,  engage
dialogue, and abstain from
making baseless claims.
The dispute’s roots lie
in  historical uncertainty
and contrasting views on
border delineations. Nepal
cites historical treaties and
cartographic evidence,
while India retains control,
citing historical precedence
and  strategic  necessity.
To resolve this, India
and Nepal must prioritize
communication and mutual
respect. India should
utilize its historical
with Nepal to persuade
the new leadership that
China's  intentions  are
exploitative. A  proactive
dialogue and diplomatic
solutions are crucial to

encroached

have

in

ties

address territorial disputes

and geopolitical tensions.
Dispute over Buddha
Birth Place-The dispute
over Buddha's birthplace
has been a longstanding
between India
and Nepal, with strong
emotions running  high,
especially in Nepal, which
has a significant Buddhist
population. In 2013, Indian
media sparked protests in
Nepal by suggesting Buddha
was born in India. This led
to Nepalese youth taking to
social media and the streets
to express their discontent.
India’s External  Affairs
Minister, S. Jaishankar,
further fueled the
controversy in 2020 by
describing Buddha as one of
the greatest Indians ever.
Nepal's foreign ministry

issue

quickly responded,
pointing out that historical
and archaeological
evidence confirms
Buddha's  birthplace  as
Lumbini, Nepal. India’s
External Affairs Ministry

spokesperson later clarified
that Jaishankar’s remarks
referred to the shared
Buddhist heritage between
India and Nepal .

Despite these tensions,
most  scholars  agreethat

¥ LT . Iu._.

Buddha was indeed born in
Lumbini, Nepal around. 623
BC. Lumbini is recognized as
a UNESCO World Heritage
site and is considered the
birthplace of Buddha and
the foundation of Buddhism.
Interestingly, India has been
using Buddhism as a soft
power tool in its diplomacy,
highlighting its historical
ties to other nations. India’s
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi, visited Lumbini in
2022, accompanied by
Nepal’s Prime Minister,
Sher Bahadur Deuba, to
lay the foundation stone
for the India International
Center for Buddhist
Culture and Heritage. India
and Nepal disagree over
Buddha's birthplace, with
India suggesting it’s in
India and Nepal asserting
it's in Lumbini, Nepal.
- Historical  Evidence:
Nepal's foreign ministry cites
historical and archaeological
evidence to support Lumbini
as Buddha's birthplace.
- Shared Buddhist Heritage:
India’s External  Affairs
Ministry emphasizes the
shared Buddhist heritage
between India and Nepal.
Similar situation was raised
in 2021, when Nepal's PM
KP Sharma Oli claimed that

Sri Ram-the Hindu Deity

born in  ‘Ayodhyapuri’
located in Birgunj city in
Nepal- thousands of km

away from Ayodhya of India
where Sri Ram was actually
born and brought up.
“Big  Brother” Behavior:
Nepalis object to
India’s perceived
“micromanagement” and
framing of Nepal as India’s
“young  brother.” Nepal,
as the oldest sovereign
country in South Asia,
its  independence
and sovereignty.
- Unequal Diplomatic
Agreements: Nepal's public
perceives agreements like
the Gandaki, Koshi, and
Mahakali water treaties,
and the 1950 Peace and
Friendship Treaty, as
benefiting India  more.
Many Nepali politicians
advocate  revising these
treaties to ensure equality.
Trade Blockades have been
a major point of contention,
with India imposing
blockades in 1975, 1989, and
2015. The 2015 blockade,
which occurred after the
earthquake, led Nepal to
sign a trade and transit
agreement  with  China.
This blockade also caused

values

severe fuel and medicine

shortages, isolating Nepal
from the rest of the world.
“Nepal's Constitution and
Madhesi Ethnic Minorities”
is another issue. Nepal's new
constitution  marginalized
Madhesi ethnic minorities,
who are culturally close to
India. This led to violent
protests and  demands
for India to intervene in
2015. India's  response
was to launch a massive
blockade, which further
exacerbated tensions.
“Geographical
Disadvantages” also play a
role in Nepal's tensions with
India.

As a landlocked nation,
Nepal relies heavily on
India for imports, including
petroleum. India’s control
over Nepal's borders and
trade routes has led to
feelings  of  frustration
and dependence.

“China’s Influence” is
also a factor, with Nepal
seeking to Dbalance its
relationships between
India and China. Nepal
remained in  bargaining
mode, has signed trade
agreements with  China
and receives  financial
aid from both nations.
It's clear that this sensitive

issue  requires  careful

diplomacy to resolve. By
acknowledging the shared

of
and

cultural

Buddhism,
Nepal can work towards
strengthening their ties and
promoting regional peace.

significance
India

Despite  these tensions,
recent developments
suggest a thawing in

relations. Nepal’s Foreign
Minister Dr. Arzu Rana
Deuba’s visit to India in
August 2024 marked a
new achievement in energy
trade, with Nepal importing
an additional 251 MW of
electricity from India.

This cooperation
aligns with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of regional
development through
economic collaboration.

In summary, while India has
been supportive of Nepal
in times of crisis, several
issues have contributed to
tensions and frustrations
between the two nations.
It's essential for both nations
to address these underlying
issues to strengthen their
relationship, focusing on
mutual benefit and respect
for sovereignty.
(Author is editor in
chief of Border News
Mirror)

Congress And It’s Allies Can Never
See The Tribals At Heights: PM Modi

Gumla: Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi, while
addressing an election rally
organized at Gumla Airport
Ground in Jharkhand on
Sunday, termed Congress,
JMM and RJD as enemies
of the tribals. He said that

Congress and its allies
cannot see the tribals at a
high place.

BJP made Draupadi

Murmu, daughter of the
tribal society, the President
of the country, but the
whole country knows how
the Congress has behaved
with Draupadi Murmu.
Congress used all its
power to defeat her in the
Presidential election. What
happened with Champai
Soren in Jharkhand is the
result of this thinking.
PM Modi said that wherever
I got the opportunity to
go in Jharkhand in this
election, every rally there
broke the record of the
previous rally. The crowd
of people who came to the
Gumla rally tells what is
the direction of the wind.
He said that to stop
I =

infiltration in Jharkhand
and to save the identity
of Jharkhand, a BJP
government is needed
here. A BJP government
is needed to provide jobs
to the youth and security
to women. Today, the first
choice of tribals, OBCs and
Dalits is BJP and NDA.
Targeting JMM and
Congress, he said that these
two parties have always
kept Jharkhand backward,
while BJP and NDA have
made Jharkhand the center
of big schemes. Earlier,
schemes used to start from

Delhi.
We started the Mudra
Yojana, which gives

loans without guarantee,
from Dumka. Ayushman
Bharat Yojana was started
from Ranchi and PM Jan
Man Yojana from Khunti.
The BIJP government is
going to spend 80,000
crores in tribal villages.
With this money, good
schools will be built, good
hospitals will be built,
training centers will be
built for the children here.
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He said that the BIJP
and NDA government
is working on the basic
principle of ‘Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas'. Jharkhand
and India will develop on
this path, but the intentions
of JMM-Congress are
different. The royal family
of Congress wants to
break the unity of Dalit,
tribal and OBC society.
They want to snatch the
reservation given to SC-ST
and OBC. Congress wants
the tribal community to

fight among themselves
and become weak. They
want Oraon to fight

with Munda and Cheek-
Badaik  with Mahali.
Referring to the money
recovered during raids at
Congress leaders’ houses
in Jharkhand, PM Modi

said that you have seen
mountains of notes of JIMM
and Congress ministers,
but Modi will not let your
money be looted. Those
who have looted your
money will have to return
it and spend their lives in
jail.  JMM-Congress has
caused the most harm to
the youth of Jharkhand. In
the last five years, there
is no paper that has not
been leaked. There is no
government recruitment in
which there has not been

rigging.

The BJP-NDA
government will
settle accounts for
all their corruption.
He said that the NDA
government has  given
the highest priority to
small farmers in the last
ten years. This is the

reason why 500 crores of
PM Samman Nidhi have
reached the accounts of
Gumla  farmers.  ‘Shri
Anna’ like Ragi is grown
in Gumla.

We are going to deliver
the Ragi crop to the whole

world in the form of ‘Shri
Anna’. The announcements
made by Jharkhand BJP
for the farmers are very
praiseworthy. After
November 23, the NDA
government  will  fulfill
all the guarantees, this
is my guarantee. India
will develop only when
women develop. The same
thing is for the mothers
and sisters of Jharkhand.
PM Modi said that
Jharkhand BJP has also
announced the Gogo Didi
scheme.
Under the Gogo Didi
scheme, thousands of
rupees will be deposited
in the accounts of women
every month. He appealed
to the people to make the
candidates of BJP, AJSU,
JDU and LJP victorious and
said that your every vote
will give impetus to the
dream of developed India,
developed Jharkhand. I have
to give a permanent house
to every poor in Jharkhand.
It is the power of your
vote that Modi is able to
give a house to every poor.

New  Delhi:According
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal, on
Sunday, a businessman
living in Delhi’s Rohini
area was openly asked
for extortion. If the BJP
is not able to handle the
law and order of Delhi,
then how can the public
give the responsibility
of the entire Delhi to it.
He alleged that the law
and order situation in
Delhi is bad. Aam Aadmi
Party MLA and former
Deputy Chief Minister of
Delhi Manish Sisodia said
on this that on Sunday
morning, news has come
in of extortion from a

to

businessman in Delhi. Not
a single day is passing
when there is no news of
open firing or extortion
from different parts of
Delhi. In an attempt to save
the network of gangsters,
BJP has ruined the law and
in Delhi.
Such a bad situation has

order situation

never been seen before. If

Law and order situation in
Delhi 1s bad : Arvind Kejriwal

BJP is not able to handle
law and order, then hand

it the elected
government  of  Delhi.
Sisodia said that law and
order will be brought under
control in 10 days under
the leadership of Arvind
Kejriwal. Every day in
Delhi, morning, afternoon,
evening, incidents and
videos of firing by
brandishing  pistols are
coming out from some area
or the other. Traders are
being openly threatened
of extortion. On Sunday
morning also, a case of
extortion from a bullion
trader has come to light. It
seems that BJP has brought

over to

Delhi to the condition in
which the underworld used
to rule Mumbeai in the 90s.
He said that today gangsters
are openly ruling Delhi. No
businessman or common
man is feeling safe. Anyone
whose business is doing
a little better, he starts
fearing that now a gangster
will call him. Delhi Police,
which is known as such
a great police, has been
ruined. BJP has ruined the
law and order of Delhi to
such an extent that despite
being the capital of the
country, cases of firing
and extortion are coming
to light in every corner of
Delhi every day.
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