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President Murmu, Vice President and top leaders including

New Delhi:. On this
day in 1971, the Pakistani
army surrendered in front
of the bravery of the Indian
Army, which led to the
independence of Bangladesh.
On this occasion, President
Draupadi  Murmu, Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh, Home
Minister Amit Shah and
other dignitaries paid tribute
to the soldiers martyred in
this war. President Draupadi
Murmu wrote in a post
on social media on Vijay
Diwas on Monday, On
Vijay Diwas I pay tribute
to our brave soldiers who
displayed indomitable
courage during the 1971
war and achieved victory
for India. A grateful nation
remembers the ultimate
sacrifice of our brave hearts
whose stories inspire every
Indian and will remain a
source of national pride.
Vijay Diwas for the 1971
Liberation War is celebrated
across the country on 16
December. It is celebrated

- )
to commemorate India's

victory against Pakistan in
the 13-day war. Bangladesh
became independent after
Pakistan signed the surrender
document in Dhaka.

It was earlier known
as FEast Pakistan. On this
occasion, Vice President

Jagdeep Dhankhar wrote on
Twitter, On Vijay Diwas, we
pay tribute to the martyrs of
the 1971 war and honor the
unparalleled valor of our
armed forces. Their valor
sacrifice,
which led to a historic
victory, will continue to
inspire every Indian. We

and  selfless

PM Modi paid tribute to soldiers on Vijay

will always be indebted to
their service to the nation.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today greeted the
brave soldiers on the
occasion of Vijay Diwas.
In a post on Twitter, he
wrote, “Today on Vijay
Diwas, we honour the
courage and sacrifice of
the brave soldiers who
contributed to India’s
historic victory in 1971.
Their selfless dedication
and unwavering resolve
protected our nation and
brought us glory. This
day is a tribute to their

valour
unflinching
sacrifice

extraordinary
their
Their

and
spirit.
will always inspire
generations and remain
deeply embedded in the
history of our country.”
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh paid tribute to the
Indian soldiers at the War
Memorial on Vijay Diwas.
Home Minister Amit Shah
also paid tribute.

Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi also paid
tribute to the martyred
soldiers. He wrote on
Twitter, “On the glorious

There will be a debate on the Constitution in the Rajya Sabha
amid the no-confidence motion against the Chairman

New Delhi: After a heated
debate on the Constitution in
the Lok Sabha, the subject
will be discussed in the
Rajya Sabha on Monday and
Tuesday. The debate on the
Constitution in the Rajya
Sabha is taking place amid
the no-confidence motion
brought against Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar, which
has increased the possibility
of tension. On behalf
of the ruling party, BIP
President JP Nadda will
start the debate after the
House begins at
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will also present his
views on the Constitution.
Apart from Shah, Nirmala
Sitharaman, Hardeep Singh
Puri, Sudhanshu Trivedi,
Bhupendra  Yadav  and
Brijlal will participate in
the debate from the ruling
side. From the opposition
side, Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge, Jairam
Ramesh, Digvijay Singh
and other MPs are expected

11 am.

to participate in the debate.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will give his reply
in the House on Tuesday.
However, in the meantime,
there may be uproar over
the no-confidence motion.
On the 75th anniversary of
the implementation of the
Constitution in the country,
the opposition had demanded
a debate on the Constitution
during the winter session
of Parliament, which was
accepted by the government.
Earlier, the opposition was

aggressive in the House
regarding industrialist
Gautam Adani, Manipur

and Sambhal violence and
was demanding a debate.
During this, the House was
disrupted. After this, the
ruling party surrounded the
opposition by raising the
issue related to George Soros
and Sonia Gandhi.

There debate
on the Constitution in the
Lok Sabha on 13 and 14
December, which was started

was a

by Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh. After this, Priyanka
Gandhi responded on behalf
of the opposition. The
opposition accused the BJP-
led ruling government of
destroying the Constitution.
After this, on December 14,
Prime Minister Modi, while
responding in the Lok Sabha,
accused the Congress of
destroying the Constitution
for political gain. The debate
on the Constitution in the
Rajya Sabha is taking place
at a time when the opposition

has brought a no-confidence

motion against Chairman
Dhankhar and the opposition
is united on the issue.

The  opposition  has
alleged that the Chairman
is being biased in the Rajya
Sabha and is trying to
suppress the voice of the
opposition. There may be a
controversy over this motion
during the debate on the
Constitution on Monday.
However, the opposition
is in favor of conducting
the  debate  peacefully.

Travelling by train may become expensive!
Parliamentary committee recommends increase in fare

New  Delhi:  Indian
Railways plays an important
role in national integration
and is also called the lifeline
of the economy. In the last
few years, the railways have
expanded its network to the
most remote parts of the
country. Currently, it is the
fourth largest rail network
in the world. In its report
presented in the Lok Sabha
last week, the Parliamentary
Standing Committee asked
the ministry to review its
passenger fares on various
trains. The committee said
that the net revenue of
Indian Railways has been
low in FY23 and FY24.
The committee also said
that the net revenue for
FY25 has been budgeted
at an estimated Rs 2,800
crore. Indian Railways is
making efforts to increase
traffic revenue. The revenue
of Indian Railways in the
financial year 2023-24 was
Rs 2,56,093 crore, which is
6.6 percent more than the
previous financial year. The
Ministry of Railways said in
a statement, “Schemes like
running of special trains,
increase in onboard capacity,
introduction of flexi-fare
scheme in premium trains,
graded discounts in low
occupancy  classes
segments, periodic review of
I .

and

a0 1T

o

reservation quota wherever
necessary, alternative train
accommodation
as Vikalp have also been
expanded to increase
passenger revenue  with
the aim of ensuring better
utilization  of  available
facilities. It further said
that several measures have
also been taken to increase

known

freight and non-fare
revenue, such as Gati Shakti
Cargo Terminal Policy,

Revised Engine On Load
Policy, Wagon Investment
Schemes, Launch of Goods
Shed Rating Dashboard,
E-Auction Policy for
Commercial Income and
Non-Fare Revenue Contracts
and Joint Parcel Product-
Rapid Cargo Service (JPP-
RCS) etc. According to the
report, Indian Railways said
that improving the operating
ratio has always been its
priority.  Railways  said
that there is a need to take
measures to increase income
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and control
Currently, due to various
initiatives, its operating ratio
improved to 98.43 percent
in the financial year 2023-
24. These efforts include
various initiatives aimed at
increasing passenger revenue
by ensuring utilisation of
the available facilities,
running of special trains,
augmentation of capacity in
trains, introduction of flexi-
fare scheme in premium
trains and concessions in
low-occupancy
and sections and provision
of unreserved fare of AC
Chair Car and Second Class
for AC-3 category coaches

expenses.

classes

and Sleeper category
coaches on low-occupancy
sections, periodic review
of  reservation  quotas,
expansion of  Alternate
Train  Facility ~ Scheme

known as Vikalp, etc., the
railways said in a statement.
According to the report,
the committee found that

the main reason behind
this situation is the low
revenue from the passenger
segment. The committee
said, the budget estimate of
passenger revenue for the
year 2024-25 has been kept
at Rs 80,000 crore, while
the freight revenue estimate
is Rs 1,80,000 crore. The
committee believes that to
increase the net revenue of
Indian Railways, it is most
important to increase its
income from the passenger
segment. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Railways also said that it is
aware that Indian Railways
is the main mode of transport
for crores of poor people in
the country and in view of
service obligations,
it incurs losses by charging
fares below cost. However,
the committee believes that
Indian Railways needs to
comprehensively review
its passenger fares across
various trains and classes.
The committee believes that
travelling in the general class
should remain affordable for
the common man, but at the
same time the committee
urges the Indian Railways to
review its revenue in respect
of the AC class and link
it with the costs incurred
losses in the

social

to reduce
passenger class.

Diwas

occasion of Vijay Diwas, I
salute the valour, dedication
and resolve of our armed

forces. The country will
always remember the
indomitable courage and

supreme sacrifice of all the
soldiers of the 1971 war
who freed Bangladesh from
injustice while protecting
the sovereignty of India.
President Draupadi Murmu
on Sunday attended an
at-home reception hosted
by Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi at Army
House.  Vice  President
Jagdeep Dhankhar, Defence
Minister ~ Rajnath  Singh
and Chief of Defence Staff
General  Anil  Chauhan
were also present on the

occasion.  According to
reports, 3,900 Indian
soldiers were killed and

9,851 were injured during
the 1971 war. Meanwhile,
India and Bangladesh will
jointly celebrate the 53rd
anniversary of the Vijay
Diwas of the 1971 Indo-
Pakistani War today, with
an annual exchange of
war veterans and serving
officers.
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Discussion on Constitution in Parliament,
Nirmala Sitharaman’s big attack on Congress

New Delhi: After a
heated debate on the Indian
Constitution in the Lok

Sabha, a two-day discussion
on this subject began in

the Rajya Sabha today
(December 16).  Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman started it by

launching a scathing attack
on the Congress and former
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru. She alleged that
the Congress is repeatedly
amending the Constitution
to restrict civil liberties. She
also talked about amending
the Constitution to protect
Gandhi.  Finance
Minister Sitharaman said,
in the last 7 decades, this
living document i.e. our
Constitution has seen many
amendments.  The  first
amendment under the interim
government of former Prime
Minister Nehru had curbed
freedom of  expression.
She further said, this first
amendment was made to

Indira

harm press freedom and it
is still affecting the freedom
of the media. Prime Minister
Nehru made this amendment
despite opposition from MPs.
Sitharaman said, the 39th
Constitutional ~Amendment
passed during the Emergency

was implemented
retrospectively because
the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi was afraid

of losing power. Congress

shamelessly continued to
amend the Constitution
to help the family and

dynasty. The purpose of
the amendments was not to
strengthen democracy but
to protect those in power.
She said, Congress amended
the Constitution during that
time only to save Indira
Gandhi's power. Sitharaman
said, Congress cut down on
freedom of expression by
making amendment in 1951.
After this, in 1975, despite
Raj Narayan's case being
pending in Allahabad High
Court, Congress added a
provision through the 39th
amendment that the election
of the President, Vice
President and Prime Minister
cannot be challenged in the
court. For this reason, ‘Kissa
Kursi Ka' was banned. All
this was a well-planned
conspiracy of  Congress.
Sitharaman said, Congress
amended the preamble of the
constitution and added the
words secular and socialist.
This was done by putting
the entire opposition in jail.

Some of their members in
the Lok Sabha also opposed
it. She said, Congress made
the 42nd  constitutional
amendment by putting the
opposition members in jail.
Later in 1978, the 44th
amendment was brought by
the Morarji Desai government
to remove the provisions
of the 42nd amendment.
Referring to the Shah Bano
case, Sitharaman said that
the Supreme Court had
ordered justice for a Muslim
woman, but the Congress
made a new law against
it saying that the woman
should not get justice. This
is a matter of great concern.
Apart from Sitaranam, Home
Minister Amit Shah, Hardeep
Singh  Puri,  Sudhanshu
Trivedi, Bhupendra Yadav
and Brijlal will participate
in the debate from the ruling
side. From the opposition
side, Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge, Jairam
Ramesh, Digvijay Singh
and other MPs are expected
to participate in the debate.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will give his reply
in the House on Tuesday.
However, in the meantime,
there may be uproar over the
no-confidence motion.

Priyanka Gandhi reached Parliament
| with a bag written Palestine 5

New Delhi: A picture of Congress
§MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is going
iviral on social media. In which once is
:again her love for Palestine is visible.
During the winter session of Parliament,
§Priyanka Gandhi arrived on Monday
: with a bag on which Palestine is written.
The symbol of peace is also made on this
i bag with a white dove and watermelon.
: Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi has
: given a direct message through the bag
gthat she stands in support of Palestine.
: However, this is not the first time
§that Priyanka Gandhi has supported
 Palestine. Earlier, she has raised her
i voice in favor of Palestine many times.
gNot only this, Priyanka Gandhi had
‘also advocated the Indian government
ito stand with Palestine. Now there
1is a political uproar over this bag of
§Priyanka Gandhi. This photo of her is
: going viral on social media platforms.
Social media users are making different
A user named

*comments on this.

: Shivam Tyagi wrote, Priyanka Gandhi
ghas reached the Parliament carrying a
§bag of Palestine support, what would
gyou like to say? Another user wrote,
: Today Priyanka Gandhi arrived at the

with  Owaisi.

Parliament with a bag with Palestine
written on it. It is clear that Congress
concerned about
such a faraway place, not about the
neighbouring Hindu Bangladeshis. If
you still cannot identify, then you will
never. A user named Purohit wrote,
Priyanka Gandhi in support of Palestine.
Looks like there might be an alliance
Recently,
Gandhi met Palestinian Ambassador to
Palestine Abed Elrazeg Abu Jazar at his
residence. During this, he congratulated
Priyanka Gandhi on her victory in the
Lok Sabha by-election from Wayanad,
Kerala. During the meeting with the
ambassador, she condemned the actions
of the Israeli army in Gaza. Earlier,
Congress General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi had also posted on social media
platform X in support of Palestine on
New Year 2024. She wrote, As we
celebrate the beginning of a new year
and wish each other that love, peace,
laughter and goodness fill our lives.
Let us remember our brothers and
sisters in Gaza who are facing the
most unjust and inhumane attack on
their right to life, dignity and freedom.

Muslims from

Priyanka

them.

While our children are celebrating, :
their children are being mercilessly :
murdered. The so-called leaders of
the world watch silently and continue
to move forward unperturbed in their :
pursuit of power and greed. Yet there
are millions of ordinary people Wh0§
are raising their voices demanding :
an end to the terrible violence taking§
place in Gaza and these millions of:
brave-hearted people have brought us :
hope for a new tomorrow. Be one of

Sri Lankan President Anara Kumara

Dense fog is
expected in
many states

New Delhi: The
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has predicted that cold
wave may increase the cold in
central and northwestern India
including North India in the
next 2 days. The IMD estimates
that severe cold wave conditions
may be seen in different parts of
Madhya Pradesh, while cold wave
is likely in Haryana, Chandigarh,
Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan,
Muzaffarabad, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Vidarbha. Dense fog will also
trouble many of these areas.
In many states of the country,
the minimum temperature has
gone below 8 degrees, while the
maximum temperature is around
20 degrees. According to the IMD,
severe cold wave conditions arise
when the minimum temperature
goes down to 2 degrees or below.

Indian

Dissanayake arrived at Rashtrapati Bhavan

4]

New Delhi:
President

Sri Lankan
Kumara
Dissanayake arrived in New
Delhi on Sunday on his first
foreign tour. He will stay
here till December 17. On
Monday, President Draupadi
Murmu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi welcomed
him at Rashtrapati Bhavan.
During this, he was given

Anara

a guard of honor. The Sri
Lankan President will hold
extensive talks with Prime
Minister Modi on Monday.
As soon as he reached
Delhi on Sunday, he held
discussions with  Foreign
Minister S Jaishankar
and  National  Security
Ajit The
meeting between President
Dissanayake and  Prime
Minister Modi on Monday
is likely to focus on trade,
investment, energy, maritime

Advisor Doval.

|

security and issues related to
the Tamil community. He
will participate in a business
event in Delhi to promote
investment and commercial
relations between India and
Sri Lanka and he is also
scheduled to wvisit Bodh
Gaya.

Let us tell you that on
September 22, leftist leader
Dissanayake won the Sri
Lankan presidential election.
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) leader Dissanayake

National
People’s Power, a coalition

defeated the
of leftist parties, in the
election, which is considered
anti-India.  Dissanayake’s
first foreign visit after
winning the election to India
reflects his traditional policy,
which has been followed by
Sri Lankan presidents in the
past as well. The visit is also
an attempt to cool down the
claims of JVP's close ties
with China and being anti-
India.

Conspiracy to terrorize Manipur failed again,
security forces seized shells from Kangpokpi

Imphal: Violence has been
continuing in the northeastern
state of Manipur for the last
one and a half years. However,
incidents of violence have
decreased in the state in recent
times. But in the meantime,
conspiracies to carry out
criminal acts are constantly
being hatched in the state. But

the security personnel deployed
in the state are foiling all these
conspiracies every day. One
such case has come to light
once again from Manipur.
In fact, security forces have
seized a large number of
weapons and ammunition from
Kangpokri in Manipur. Police
said on Monday that security

I

forces conducted a search
operation in Kangpokpi district
of Manipur. During this, a huge
cache of arms and ammunition
was secized. He said that a
joint team of central and state
security forces seized arms and
ammunition in L Jangnomphai
and Freedom Hill on Sunday.
The arms and ammunition

seized from the area during
the searc Conspiracy to
terrorize  Manipur  failed
again, security forces seized
shells from Kangpokpi
Imphal, December 16 (RNS).
Violence has been continuing
in the northeastern state of
Manipur for the last one and a
half years.
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