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As China Plans World’s Largest Dam On
Brahmaputra, India Sends A Reminder

Agency: Last  week
China announced that it is
building the world’s largest
dam in Tibet - even larger
than the Three Gorges Dam,
which according to NASA,
has slowed the Earth’s
rotation by 0.06 seconds.
But unlike that one, which
is built in central China, the
new one will be built in an
environmentally-sensitive
Himalayan zone in Tibet,
very close to the border with
India. Besides the impact on
the environment, the region
is geologically fragile too
as it falls in a high seismic
zone and hence is prone to
earthquakes of a relatively
higher magnitude. These
are two of several concerns
New Delhi has about the
gigantic  project planned
on the Brahmaputra river
- which China calls by the
name Yarlung Tsangpo in
Tibet. Days after Beijing's
announcement about the
mega project, New Delhi
responded Friday, saying
India  will “protect its
interests”. It also sent

a reminder to Beijing

reiterating its rights to the
waters of the river while also
seeking transparency over
Beijing’s plans. For now,
the Ministry of External
Affairs said, New Delhi will
continue to closely monitor
the latest developments,
adding that necessary and
appropriate action will be
taken when required.

“We will continue to
monitor and take necessary
measures to protect our
interests,”  the  foreign
ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

The project will have
a massive impact on the
flow of the Brahmaputra as
well as the river basin. The
proposed project will result
in periods of severe drought
and colossal floods affecting
millions, perhaps tens of
millions of Indians living

downstream. At a press
conference in New Delhi
Friday, the spokesperson

of the Ministry of External
Affairs said that Beijing has
been urged “to ensure that
the interests of downstream
states of the Brahmaputra are

not harmed by activities in
upstream areas’. Addressing
a question on concerns about
the projects adverse impact
on Arunachal Pradesh and
Assam, Mr Jaiswal said, “As
a lower riparian state with
established wuser rights to
the waters of the river, we
have consistently expressed,
through expert-level as well
as diplomatic channels, our
views and concerns to the
mega
projects on rivers in their
territory.”  “These  have
been reiterated, along with
the need for transparency
and consultation with
downstream countries,
following the latest report,”
he added.

The hydroelectric project
also has a geopolitical impact.
The project has the potential
to result in acute geopolitical
tensions between India and
China, as it sows the seeds
of “water wars” between
the two nations - something
Genevieve Donnellon-May,
a geopolitical and global
strategy adviser wrote about
in 2022.

Chinese side over

The dam, once complete,
will be the world’s largest
hydropower project. It is
proposed to be built on the
eastern rim of the Tibetan
plateau, located in the lower
reaches of Yarlung Zangbo
(Tsangpo) or Brahmaputra
river. This ambitious project
is part of China's 14th
five-year plan and aims to
produce 300 billion kWh
of electricity annually. The
project cost is estimated at
USD 137 billion, making
it the biggest infrastructure
project globally. At 300
billion kilowatt-hours of
electricity annually, this new
dam will more than triple the
88.2 billion kWh designed

Diljit Dosanjh Proposes “Events
Blgger Than Coachella” To PM Modi

a historic event,
Pun]abl pop sensation Diljit
Dosanjh met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday.
During the conversation with
PM Modi, Diljit proposed
the idea of a bigger festival
than Coachella, courtesy
the country’s rich culture.
When PM  Modi asked
Diljit about his experiences
of going to some of the
biggest music festivals in
the world, the musician
said, “Sir, 1 feel that they
have made Coachella or any
other festival that take place
(big). We can make it much
bigger. People travel from
all over the world for such
festivals.” Not just that, he
also highly applauded India’s

Noel Tata meets Maharashtra CM
: Devendra Fadnavis

rich culture of music present
in every nook and corner
of the country. “We have
such a rich culture. If we
are eating food in a dhaba,
and someone is singing
in Rajasthani, it is such a
melodious song, that I say,
‘T should stop singing’. He
is singing such a good song.
And 1 sing professionally,
this person is not even
singing professionally. And
he is singing better than me.
He has so much art in him,”
Diljit humbly stated. “If
such a development happens
here, people from all over
the world can come,” Diljit
said, pitching the idea of
a music festival of that
magnitude in India. PM

=4

Modi was quick to respond
to this, mentioning that he
had a thought regarding the
same. ‘I have been thinking
for many years, but now I
am doing it. Waves. My idea
is, such a big country, and
most of the world’s films
are made here. The biggest
creative industry in the world
is here. So I am creating a
big wave movement here.
And I am going to unite the
world’s creative world,” he
said. PM Modi also recalled
how the Chancellor of
Germany, Merkel, engaged
with him in a conversation
bout music. “Now the center
of the world’s creative
world will be India. Once,
the Chancellor of Germany,

Merkel, we met. She asked
me about music. I told her,
in my country, the music
before sunrise is different,
and the music after sunrise
is different. I said, I have
different types of music,”
he said. “There is music for
each type. Then I said, if
there is a sad situation, there
is one type of music, and if
there is joy, there is one type
of music. Then she was very
interested,” he concluded.
Diljit Dosanjh has
all over the country for
the India leg of his world-
renowned Dil-Luminati
Tour. The concert began in
October with a Delhi show
and concluded on December
31 with a show in Ludhiana.

been

BJP pits Parvesh Verma against Arvind
Kejriwal, Kailash Gahlot gets ticket

Agency: Former Lok Sabha
MP Parvesh Verma will take on
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal in
New Delhi, while BJP veteran
Ramesh Bidhuri will contest
against Delhi Chief Minister
Atishi in Kalkaji as the saffron
party released its first list of
29 candidates for the Delhi
elections. Former Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) ministers Raaj
Kumar Anand and Kailash

Bengaluru Techie Atul Subhash’s Wife, In-
Laws Get Bail In Abetment Of Suicide Case

Agency: The wife and
in-laws of Bengaluru techie
Atul Subhash have been
granted bail by a Bengaluru
court today in the abetment
of suicide case against them.
Atul Subhash died by suicide
on December 9 after alleging
harassment by his wife
and her family. Subhash’s
wife Nikita Singhania, her
mother Nisha Singhania and
brother Anurag Singhania
had approached the session
court in Bengaluru for bail
in the case. They had earlier
appealed to the Karnataka
High Court to direct the
session court to dispose of
their bail Petition. The High
Court directed the session
to dispose of the
petition today. On December
14, Nikita Singhania was
arrested from  Gurugram
while her mother and brother
Anurag were picked up from
Uttar Pradesh’s Prayagraj.
The 34-year-old had left
behind a video and note
detailing his marital issues,
harassment and attempts of
extortion by his estranged

court

wife, her relatives and an
Uttar Pradesh-based judge.
He accused his wife and her
relatives of driving him to
suicide through “false” cases
and “persistent torture”.
He had also accused his
wife of demanding Rs 3
crore to settle the case
Subhash  and  Singhania
got married in 2019. They
had a son in 2020. The
parents of the techie have
sought the custody of their
four-year-old grandson,
claiming they do not know
his whereabouts. “My son
was broken from inside...
Even after torture by his
wife and in-laws, he didn’t
tell anyone about it. His
suicide note also mentioned
that his parents be given
custody of his child,” said
Pawan Kumar, the father of
Subhash. “We are waiting
for the January 7 hearing in
the Supreme Court in this
regard,” he added.

He also claimed that Ms
Singhania treated her son as
an “ATM". “My grandson
was ATM to her. She got

money on the pretext of
taking care of him. She
approached the High Court
demanding Rs 20,000 to
Rs 40,000. She went on
to appeal for Rs 80,000.
Even after this, she went
on demanding more money.
Hence, we have approached
the Supreme Court for the
custody of the child as he
is safe with us,” he said.
Earlier, the counsel for Atul
Subhash had argued that the
accused wife should not be
allowed to use the child as
a tool to get bail. “Our stand
was that the crime, which
they have committed is very
heinous, additionally we
have filed a habeas corpus
petition before the Supreme
Court where the court has
passed directions to the three
states UP, Karnataka and
Haryana for ascertaining
the whereabouts of the
kid and once the child is
found, accordingly will pass

Jindal.

Gahlot, who joined the BJP
last year amid a fallout with
the leadership, also got tickets.
The entry of Parvesh Verma,
who has been accused by the
AAP of distributing money to
voters, sets up a mouth-watering
contest for the high-profile New
Delhi constituency. Congress has
fielded Sandeep Dikshit, the son
of former Delhi Chief Minister
Sheila Dikshit, from the seat.

capacity of the Three Gorges
Dam, currently the world’s

largest, in central China.
During the construction
of the Three Gorges Dam,
China had to resettle more
than 1.4 million people who
were displaced because of
the project. This new project
is three times the size, but
Beijing has not given any
estimate of how many
people will be displaced.
The project will alter the
regional ecology impacting
both Tibet and India. It will
also change the course of the
river downstream - having
a damaging impact on India
and change the agricultural
landscape.
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Bulldozer runs on the hideout
of the accused of journalist
Mukesh Chandrakar S murder

The murder of journalist
Mukesh ~ Chandrakar  in
Bastar,  Chhattisgarh  has
become a cause of great
controversy and concern.
This murder is not only a
serious blow to the journalism
community, but also presents
a serious challenge to
democracy and freedom of
expression. IG P Sundararaj
will give information through
a press conference at 4 pm
today. It is being told that a
big disclosure can be made
in the press conference.
Bulldozer runs on the hideout
of the accused of murdering

Bijapur journalist Mukesh
Chandrakar.
The Chbhattisgarh

government has taken this
action against the accused
contractor. Chandrakar was
murdered with an axe and

Chandrakar was

murdered with an axe

and buried in a safety
tank.

buried in a safety tank. The
body of journalist Mukesh
Chandrakar of Bijapur district
was found in a septic tank at
the residence of contractor
Suresh Chandrakar. In this
case, the police have arrested
four accused including the
contractor. Killer contractor
Suresh Chandrakar is the
same person who has always
been in the news for his
lifestyle. He had the most
expensive wedding in the
Naxal-affected Bastar area.
To fulfill his wife's demand,
he had booked a helicopter
on rent. This was discussed
all over the state.

3 Soldiers Die
As Army Vehicle
Falls Into Gorge
In Jammu And

Kashmir

Agency:  Three soldiers
died after an Army truck
skidded off the road and
plunged into a gorge in Jammu
and Kashmir's  Bandipora
district on Saturday. Officials
said bad weather played a role
in the accident, which occurred
near the SK Payen area around
2.30 pm. In a statement, the
Army said, “A vehicle of Indian
Army skid and fell into the
gorge due to inclement weather
and poor visibility conditions.
Injured soldiers were promptly
evacuated for medical care
with assistance from Kashmiri
locals, for which we express
gratitude towards the citizens
in  providing  immediate
succour.”  “Tragically three
bravehearts lost their lives
in the unfortunate accident.
Indian Army extends heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
families,” the Army said. In
a similar incident last month,
five soldiers died and five
others were injured after the
truck they were travelling in
plunged into a 300-foot gorge
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch.

India Breaks Silence On
The H 1B Visa Debate

Agency: India  has
emphasised the importance
of skilled professionals’
movement between India
and the US, stating that
it benefits both nations.
This comes amid a heated
debate over H-1B visas,
with President-elect
Donald Trump and Elon
Musk recently weighing
in. In a recent post, Mr.
Musk defended the H-1B
visa programme on social
media, “The reason I'm
in America along with
so many critical people
who built SpaceX, Tesla
and hundreds of other
companies  that  made
America strong is because
of H1B.” “I will go to war
on this issue the likes of
which you cannot possibly
comprehend”, he added.

The debate has exposed
deep divisions among Mr.
Trump's allies, with some
supporting the H-1B visa
programme as essential for
the tech industry, while
others see it as a threat to
American jobs. Mr. Trump
himself has  expressed
support for the programme,
despite previously signing

executive order to
restrict access to such visas.

India’s foreign ministry
spokesperson, Randhir
Jaiswal, highlighted the
strong economic and
technological  partnership
between the two countries,
noting that the mobility
of skilled professionals is
a crucial component. He
emphasised that India-
US economic ties benefit
greatly from the technical
expertise  provided by
these professionals, with
both sides leveraging their
strengths and competitive
value. “Our  countries
have a strong and growing
economic and technological
partnership and within this
ambit, mobility of skilled
professionals is an important
component,” Mr. Jaiswal,
told a press conference
when asked about the
H-1B  visa  discussions
the U.S. “India-U.S
economic ties benefit a
lot the technical
expertise  provided by
skilled professionals, with
both sides leveraging their
strengths and competitive
value. We look forward to

in

from

further deepening India-
U.S economic ties which
are to our mutual benefit”,
he added. The numbers
speak for themselves: India
received approximately
78% of the 265,777 H1B
visas issued by the US in the
fiscal year ended September
30, 2023. This underscores
the significant role Indian
professionals play in the US
tech industry. Mr. Trump
has expressed full support
for the H1B program,
despite opposition from
some of his supporters.
Mr. Musk, the billionaire
CEO of Tesla and SpaceX,
has also vowed to defend
the program, stating he’s
willing to go to “war” for it.
As the US and India look to
strengthen their ties under
Mr. Trump, India’s foreign

minister Dr S Jaishankar
has already met with Mr.
Trump's transition team.
The country is eager to
deepen its economic ties
with the US, recognising
the mutual benefits that
arise from their partnership.
This development is part of
a broader trend of growing
US-India cooperation, with
bilateral trade increasing by
7.65% to USD 129 billion
in 2022-23. Ultimately,
the movement of skilled
professionals between India
and the US is a critical
aspect of their economic and
technological partnership.
As both nations continue to
navigate the complexities of
this relationship, it's clear
that mutual benefits and
cooperation will remain a
top priority.

As China Gets Another Covid-Like Scare,
Calls It Wzntcr Occurrence

Beijing

Agency: As photos and
videos emerge on social
showing hospitals
in China swamped with
people amid rising cases of
human metapneumovirus
or HMPV - a respiratory
illness  with symptoms
similar to those of a flu -

media

there are serious concerns
of another health
after COVID-19. Beijing
however, has downplayed
the developments in recent
days, passing it off as
an annual occurrence in
winter. As  international
reports cautioned travelers
to reconsider their travel
plans to China for the time
being, Beijing issued a press
statement to address such
concerns. China’s foreign
ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning said on Friday that
“Respiratory infections tend
to peak during the winter

crisis

citizens  and forelgners
coming to China”, adding
that “It is safe to travel in
China”. When asked about
the overcrowded hospitals
and reports of the surge in
respiratory illnesses, she said
“The diseases appears to be
less severe and spread with
a smaller scale compared to
the previous year”. She also
urged citizens and tourists to
refer to the guidelines issued

by the National Disease
Control and  Prevention
Administration of China.

Over the last few days there
has been a sudden spike in
respiratory illnesses across
China, reminding people
of a similar surge during
COVID-19. The media in
neighbouring countries like
Indonesia, India, and Japan
also cautioned its citizens
to be aware of the situation
in China and take needed
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groups.
virus
and

It is a respiratory
that causes upper
lower  respiratory
infections. The disease was
first identified in 2001,
however, there is no vaccine
developed to prevent this.
The symptoms of HMPV

directions for considering season’.Reassuring citizens precautions. HMPV causes are similar to those of flu,
the custody of the kid,” said and tourists, she said “I flu-like symptoms and can like cough, fever, nasal
the techie's lawyer Akash can assure you that the lead to severe respiratory congestion and shortness
Chinese government cares issues, especially among of breath. However, in

about the health of Chinese children and vulnerable severe cases, the virus can
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lead to complications like
bronchitis or pneumonia.
Depending on how severe
a case is, the incubation
period usually lasts 3-7
days and full recovery may
take a few more. HMPV is
a communicable disease,
which means it can spread
through the air as well as
through touch. Coughing or
sneezing can spread it. The
virus stays active on the

surface of objects at room
temperature, so touching
such an object can also lead
to getting the infection.
It is similar to Covid in
many ways. Some of the
similarities being that they
both are respiratory illnesses
and lead to coughing, fever,
congestion,  sore throat
and shortness of breath.
They both spread through
respiratory droplets.
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