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New Orleans planned security system not
equlpped to withstand speeding vehicles

Agency: At least
people were killed, and
about 30 others were injured
early on New Year's Day
when a man drove a pickup
truck with the Islamic State
group flag into a crowd in
the French Quarter of New
Orleans, city in Louisiana,
US, and opened fire. Officials
have labeled it a deliberate
attack, and the FBI is
investigating it as a potential
act of terrorism. The attack
unfolded on Bourbon Street,
known worldwide as one of
the largest destinations for
New Year's Eve parties.
Large crowds had gathered
in the city ahead of the
College Football Playoff
quarterfinal at the Sugar
Bowl, which was postponed.
Months before the deadly
New Year's Day attack, city
officials in New Orleans
had  modeled  potential
scenarios in which a vehicle
could enter Bourbon Street
at  various intersections,
specifically using a Ford
F-150 pickup truck, similar
to the one involved in the
attack, news agency Reuters
reported.

According to a study,
such a truck could reach
speeds ranging from

to 70 mph while driving
through the crowded tourist
area. However, despite
these concerns, the city had
decided to install new street
barriers—bollards—that
can only withstand impacts
at speeds of up to 10 mph.
This decision was based on
an engineering analysis and
city Dbidding documents,
the report said. These new
bollards, planned to be
installed before the Super
Bowl in February 2025,
were not yet in place during
the New Year's Day attack.
The Reuters report claimed
that the documents reviewed
made it clear that these
bollards would not have
been able to stop a vehicle
traveling at moderate-to-
high speeds, highlighting a
potential flaw in the city’s
security ~ planning.  The
decision to prioritize ease of
operation over crash safety
was largely due to problems
with the old bollard system,
which required frequent
maintenance. New Orleans
had been wunder pressure
to improve its security
measures since at least
2020, following a string
of deadly vehicle attacks
globally, including the 2016

attack in Nice, France, that
killed 86 people. The city’s
earlier  bollard  system,
installed in response to
increasing concerns about
vehicle attacks globally,
had its own set of issues,
the Reuters report said.
The initial system used
the Heald HT2 Matador,
which allowed workers to
move barriers along tracks
in the street. However, this
system became frequently
inoperable because debris,
such as Mardi  Gras
beads, jammed the tracks.
Additionally, the mechanism
to lock and wunlock the
barriers was often submerged
in what one source, speaking
to Reuters, called “Bourbon
Street juice”—a mix of street
grime, spilled drinks, and
trash—making it difficult
for workers to operate.
Following these issues, city
officials decided to choose
a new bollard system rated
for 10-mph impacts. These
bollards were lightweight
and easier to operate daily,
with each post weighing just
44 pounds compared to the
86-pound posts rated for
20 mph. However, this new
system, which was intended
to be installed by a single

city worker each day, would

not have prevented the
attack on New Year's Day.
The system selected was
insufficient to stop vehicles
traveling at higher speeds,
such as those modeled in
the city’s earlier engineering
analysis, where an F-150
could have reached speeds of
50 mph or 70 mph. On New
Year’s Day, the attacker,
identified as Shamsud-Din
Jabbar, a US combat veteran
from Texas, took advantage
of gaps in the city’s security
planning. He managed to
squeeze his  seven-foot-
wide pickup onto an eight-
foot-wide sidewalk between
a drugstore and a police
vehicle, then accelerated and
drove through the crowd.
Jabbar died after a shootout
with police, and US federal
authorities have said he was

radicalized and had pledged
allegiance to the Islamic
State. The city's earlier
security modeling, which
focused on scenarios where
a vehicle entered Bourbon
Street on the road, did not
account for the possibility
of a vehicle entering from
the sidewalk. The study
found that most of Bourbon
Street’s narrow sidewalks
had existing barriers, like
fire hydrants and streetlights,
which would have prevented
vehicles from  entering.
However, Jabbar exploited
this vulnerability by driving
his vehicle onto the sidewalk.

Since the attack, New
Orleans officials have faced
criticism  regarding  their

security planning, with many
questioning whether the city
had left residents vulnerable

while transitioning  from

Joe Biden Gives George Soros United
States Highest Civilian Award

&SPriyansh Kashyap

President Biden
announced the recipients
of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom on Saturday,

naming 19  individuals
whose contributions span
politics, philanthropy,

sports, and the arts. Soros,
a billionaire investor and
founder of the Open Society
Foundations, was cited
for his “focus on global
initiatives that strengthen
democracy, human rights,
education, and social
justice,”  according  to
the official White House
statement. Other notable
awardees this year include
former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, football
legend Lionel Messi, and
actors Michael J Fox and
Denzel Washington, among

selection
polarised

others. Soros’
has  sparked
responses, particularly
given his longstanding
role as a key donor to
Democratic  causes and
his frequent vilification
by Republican politicians.

Critics, including Musk
and several Republican
figures, have  framed

the honour as politically
motivated. President
Biden, however, defended
the list of recipients as
individuals who embody
America’s  values  and
contribute to its global
standing. “These nineteen
individuals great
who have made

are
leaders
extraordinary contributions
to our country and the
world. They defend the
values of America, even
when  under  attack,”

Biden
announcement.
Republican Party has long
accused Soros of using his
wealth to influence global
politics. George Soros was
at the centre of a political

stated during the
The

flashpoint in India as
well. The Winter Session
of Parliament witnessed

chaos in December as BJP
chief JP Nadda accused the
Congress of being linked to
Soros and his organisations.

Pat Cummins Statement On Virat Kohli
Retirement Rumours Wins Internet

&SPriyansh Kashyap

Australian  skipper Pat
Cummins rates Virat Kohli
as a great competitor who
makes the game lively with
his theatrics and he will be
“sad” if the latest Border-
Gavaskar trophy does end up
being the Indian superstar’s
last tour Down Under.
Following the hundred in
the series opener, Kohli's
troubles outside the off-
stump compounded as he
was caught in the slip cordon
eight times over the course
of five Tests. The tour that
got over on Sunday is likely
to be Kohli's last. “It’s
always been a a wonderful
contest. More than just the
runs that he scored, he brings
a bit of theatre to the game
which is sometimes good and
sometimes it can rile you up
as an opposition, which I'm
sure is part of his plans,”
Cummins said in a response
to a PTI query after the six
wicket win here. “Really
enjoyed playing with him.
You know, he's been one of
the the star batters for the
last decade or so. You know,
if you get his wicket it goes a
long way to winning a game
so yeah, it will be sad if it’s
his last series.” Cummins
did admit that Bumrah's
I =
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absence on the final day of
the series did help them,
considering he took 32
wickets in the series. “Every
time he (Bumrah) bowled
he seemed to have an impact
and took some key wickets.
So yeah, no doubt that Chis
absence) helped our chase
a little bit.” Although he
termed it as Indian team’s

internal matter, Cummins
was a touch surprised with
Rohit Sharma’s decision

to drop himself from the
playing eleven on account of
poor form. “T think you're
always surprised when the
captain kind of doesn’t play.
And you know, same with
Ashwin retiring, but honestly
it doesn't really affect us at
all. “You just turn up and
you see who's going to be
on the team sheet and you
play whoever eleven they
put out there. Honestly, it's
been very little conversation
I've chatted with him about
what's going on there,”
Cummins said. He termed
the win against India as

“huge” in the context of the
Indo-Australia bilaterals,
having lost twice at home
previously. “No, it’s a huge
win in the context of this
series. It's as big a series as
you get to play at home. It
felt like it was kind of see-
sawing throughout the whole
series. So to finish it 3-1 to
hold the trophy is an amazing
feeling,” Cummins said. “and
I think the extra layer is now
securing a spot in the World
Test Championship Final
which was always a huge
goal for us in this cycle.” He
has been a part of T20 World
Cup winning squad, won the
50-over World Cup, World
Test Championship mace
and Ashes as the skipper
and now the India series
that his predecessor Tim
Paine had lost twice. When
he was asked if he has any
succession plan in place, he
sidestepped the issue. “First
of all T just absolutely love
what I do. So, I mean that’s
probably the biggest driver in
wanting to play Test Cricket
and work with this team and
support staff.” So does he
feel that he has done it all?
“Unfortunately, I have got to
keep playing. We'll stay on

Mr Nadda claimed that the
Congress party was acting
as a ‘tool” of foreign
forces to destabilise India,
citing alleged ties between
party chief leader Sonia
Gandhi and Soros-funded
initiatives. Congress
leader Mallikarjun Kharge
refuted the allegations,
calling  them  baseless
and accusing the BJP of
diverting attention from

pressing  socio-economic

issues in the country. The
heated exchange led to
multiple adjournments in
both houses of Parliament.

Soros’ influence and the
controversy  surrounding
him extend far beyond

international borders. His
Open Society Foundations
have faced pushback in
countries like Hungary
and Russia, where his
initiatives are often painted
as foreign interference.

the old bollards the
new ones. Despite these
concerns, both the old and
new systems would not
have stopped the vehicle
from entering the area, the
Reuters report said, quoting
the city's security planning
sources.  New Orleans
city officials have been
studying how to improve
New  Orleans’  security
infrastructure since 2020,
with a focus on protecting
Bourbon Street from vehicle
attacks. In 2017, following
international vehicle
the city installed
its first bollard
However, this
inefficiencies, combined
with the challenges of
protecting pedestrians while
allowing normal vehicle and
pedestrian traffic, led to the
decision to replace it with a
more easily operable system.
The decision to select the
10-mph  bollard  system
was based on the city’s
need to balance safety with
operational efficiency. The
new bollards were easier
to install and remove daily
compared to higher-rated
bollards that would require
specialized equipment to
move.

to

attacks,
system.
system’s
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Arvind Kejriwal says projects
launched by PM Modi ‘joint ventures’
of Delhi government, Centre

Agency: Aam  Aadmi
Party (AAP) chief Arvind
Kejriwal, addressing a
press conference on Sunday
following the inauguration
of several key projects in
Delhi, on Sunday called it a
joint venture between Delhi
government and the Centre,
showing ‘AAP’s commitment’
to Delhi. “Projects launched
by PM joint venture between
Delhi  government, Centre;
reflects AAP’s commitment
to city's development,” said
Kejriwal. “Today, the first
phase of RRTS, connecting
Sahibabad to New Ashok
Nagar was inaugurated along
with Delhi metro’s new line
connecting  Krishna  Park
with Janakpuri West, and the
foundation stone was laid for
a new metro line connecting
Rithala ~ with  Kundli. I
congratulate the people of
Delhi,” he added. The AAP
national convenor also praised
AAP saying that, “Those who
blame that - the AAP keep
fighting - today's inauguration
is an example that shows
that AAP only works for the
people of Delhi. They sent
our top leadership to jail - but
the atrocities that happened
against us, we didn't make
that an issue - otherwise these
projects would not have been
inaugurated.” He then went
on attack PM Modi and BJP

directly during his address.
“Today, the PM spoke for 30
minutes and he kept abusing
the people of Delhi and the
elected government of Delhi
- I was listening to it, it felt
bad.” he said adding, “promise
made by the PM in Delhi in
2020 - the people of Delhi
Dehat are still waiting for that
to be fulfilled” Kejriwal also
claimed that, “BJP is seeking
votes for Delhi Assembly polls
by abusing him.” This comes
as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched operations on
a 13-kilometre Namo Bharat
corridor connecting Sahibabad
to New Ashok Nagar on the
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
route, with an investment of
approximately Rs 4,600 crore.
Additionally, he initiated
services on the 2.8-kilometre
Delhi Metro Phase-1V section
between  Janakpuri and
Krishna Park, constructed
at a cost of around Rs 1,200
crore. The Prime Minister
also initiated  construction
work for the 26.5-kilometre
Rithala-Kundli section under
Delhi Metro Phase-1V, valued
at Rs 6,230 crore. This new
line will establish connectivity

between Rithala in Delhi
and  Nathupur  (Kundli)
in Haryana, substantially

improving transport access in
Delhi’s North-Western regions
and neighbouring Haryana.

Akshay Kumar And Veer Pahariya
Take The Fight To The Skies

Agency: The much-
awaited trailer of Akshay
Kumar's Sky Force is
finally out, and it packs a
punch. Akshay Kumar and
Veer Pahariya are taking
the fight to the skies as
Indian Air Force officers in
a high-flying, action-packed
adventure. Released on
Sunday, the trailer sets the
stage for a gripping
tale set against the
intense 1965 India-
Pakistan ~ Air  War.
Akshay Kumar returns
in a fierce, no-nonsense
role as an Indian Air
officer,
Veer

Force while
debutant Pahariya
steps into the shoes of
his fellow officer. The
trailer kicks off with Akshay
delivering a  powerful
warning to Pakistan as he
decides to launch India’s
first airstrike. The action

escalates  quickly  when
Veer Pahariya goes missing
during the strike, leaving
Akshay convinced that he's
still alive and trapped in
Pakistan.Sara Ali Khan
appears as  Veer's
love interest.

On Saturday,
the makers shared
first-look posters of Akshay
Kumar and Veer Pahariya.
The caption read, “This
New Year, soar into the
skies with #SkyForce - the

untold story of India’s first
and deadliest airstrike ever.
Trailer out tomorrow. In
cinemas on 24th January
2025.” Akshay Kumar shared
the motion poster of the film
on his Instagram, featuring
both him and Veer dressed
as Indian Air Force officers.
Sky Force tells the untold true
story of India’s first airstrike,
~ highlighting the
» bravery, emotion and
patriotism of the men
in uniform. Directed by
Sandeep Kelwani and
Abhishek Kapur, the film
5 is produced by Dinesh
‘ Vijan, Jyoti Deshpande
and Amar Kaushik. Sky
Force will hit theatres
on January 24, 2025. In
addition to Sky Force, Akshay
Kumar will also be seen
in Priyadarshan’s Bhooth
Bangla, which is slated for
release on April 2, 2026.

Coast Guard Chopper Crashes In Gujarat Porbandar, 3 Dead

Agency: An Advanced
Light Helicopter (ALH)
of the Indian Coast Guard
crashed in Gujarat's
Porbandar,  killing  three
people, sources told NDTV.
Three crew members onboard
the chopper died in the crash
after it was up in flames.
The ALH Dhruv, which is
operated by the armed forces,
crashed in an open field and
was up in flames, visuals
showed. The reason behind
the crash is still not known and
an inquiry has been launched.
The Dhruv chopper was on a
routine sortie when it crashed.
The crash took place at the
Air Enclave of the Indian

Coast Guard and a few people
were also injured in the crash.
They are being treated at the
civil hospital, sources said.
The Indian Coast Guard is
a maritime law enforcement

and search and rescue
agency, with jurisdiction in
India’s territorial ~ waters.

The identity of the victims
is unknown and more details
are awaited. Four months
ago in September, three crew
members went missing after
the ALH MK-II helicopter
fell into the Arabian Sea off
Porbandar. While the bodies
of two crew members were
recovered subsequently, a
search continued to trace

Delhi gets its first Namo Bharat
connectivity, PM Modi takes train ride

Agency:Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
inaugurated the 13-km
additional stretch of Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut Namo
Bharat  corridor  between

Sahibabad in Uttar Pradesh
and New Ashok Nagar in
the national capital, worth
around Rs 4,600 crore,
marking a significant
milestone in enhancing
regional connectivity. With
this inauguration, Delhi got its
first Namo Bharat connectivity.

millions of people through
high-speed and comfortable
travel along with unmatched
safety and reliability. With

this  inauguration, ~ Namo
Bharat Trains have now
arrived in  Delhi, ushering

in a new chapter of high-
speed mobility options for the
National Capital. Currently, a
42-km stretch of the corridor
between Sahibabad and Meerut
South, featuring nine stations,
is operational. With this
inauguration, the operational

Rakesh Kumar Rana, the
pilot in command of the
mission. After a month-long
search, the pilot's body was
recovered in October off the
Gujarat coast by the Coast
Guard. The chopper crashed
while trying to evacuate an
injured man on board motor
tanker Hari Leela, nearly
30 nautical miles from the
Porbandar coast. Two years
ago, a string of flaws were
identified in the ALH Dhruv
chopper, which is operated
by the Army, Navy and the
Air Force. There were certain
design and metallurgy issues
in some components that were
identified. The scrutiny was

carried out after accidents
involving the platform that
had forced the Army and the
Indian Air Force to ground

their fleets. The choppers
that were grounded resumed
their operations following
the completion of the safety

audit. The Indian Navy, the
IAF, the Army and the Coast
Guard have a total of over
325 ALH Dhruv helicopters
and all of them underwent
checks following
the incidents of accidents in
2023.

technical

Take my words back: BJP Bidhuri first
defends, then regrets Priyanka comment

Agency: Bharatiya Janata
Party’s candidate from Delhi’s
Kalkaji assembly constituency,
Ramesh Bidhuri, expresssed
“regret” after a major row
broke out following his
comments on Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi on Sunday.
Talking to news agency ANI,
he said: “I express regret
over it and I take my words
back.” The BJP candidate in
the upcoming Delhi assembly
polls courted controversy
when he said that after the

this side guys and then we'll This will significantly ease stretch of the Namo Bharat BJP wins, he would develop
come over here,” he smiled travel between Delhi and Corridor has expanded to 55 roads in his constituency as
and everyone laughed. Meerut and  will benefit km, with a total of 11 stations. smooth as Congress leader

Priyanka Gandhi's “cheeks”.
“I assure you that just as we
made the roads in Okhla and
Sangam Vihar, we will make
all the roads in Kalkaji like
Priyanka Gandhi’s cheeks,”
he was heard saying in the
purported video, which went
viral on social media. Bidhuri
initially defended his comment
by addressing the media amid
opposition’s criticism of his
remark. “Hema Malini is also
a woman, those who made
mistake first should apologise
first. She was from a simple
family, she is not a woman,
and the one who is from a

known family, is a woman,
how is it possible? Congress
should rectify first, then we
will also rectify. BJP doesn’t
make false promises. There
are 140 crore common people,
is it not a big thing when
comments are made against
them. Hema Malini is from
south, does that mean that she
is not a woman, everybody
should get respect. Congress
should clear, Lalu ji was in
his cabinet, they should have
made him apologise, they did
not ask for it because she was
from a simple family. It is
their hypocrisy.
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