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Government Says No Need
To Panic Amid HMPYV Row

Agency: Three cases of
Human  Metapneumovirus
(HMPV ) have been detected
in India - two in Bengaluru
and one in Ahmedabad.
The cases were detected
in babies and one of them
has been discharged from
the hospital. The Centre, as
well as India’s top medical
body, the Indian Council for
Medical Research (ICMR ),
has said “There’s no need
to panic” “HMPV
is already in circulation
globally, including in
India.” However, as reports
of HMPV outbreak in
China emerged, Lockdown
started trending on social
media, with people drawing
parallels between the HMPV
surge and the COVID-19
outbreak in 2019-2020 in
China, which later led to
a global pandemic. Covid
cases were first reported
in November in China’s
Wuhan and it rapidly spread
to other countries. India
reported its first case of
COVID-19 in January 2020
in Kerala. India was among
the countries worst affected
by the COVID-19 outbreak
after the US.

HMPV is a viral pathogen
that  causes  respiratory

and

How To Protect Yourself

= Cover mouth and nose with a
handkerchief or tissue paper

when coughing or sneezing :

< Maintain adequate
ventilation in all areas to
reduce infection.

= Stay away from public places

if anyone has a fever, cough,
or sneeze

<= Wash hands frequently with
soap, water, or alcohol-based
sanitiser

< Avoid Handshake, tissue paper and handkerchief recycling, close
contact with sick people, frequent touching of eyes, nose and mouth,
spitting in public places, and medicines without doctor’s advice.

< Drink plenty of water and eat a nutritious diet |

infections in people of all
age groups. It was first
discovered in 2001 and is
known to cause illnesses
ranging from mild respiratory
discomfort to severe
complications, especially in
vulnerable populations such
as infants, older adults and
individuals with weakened
immune systems. People
fear that the surge in HMPV
cases could lead to another
global outbreak and force
governments to enforce a
lockdown to control the
spread. However, medical
authorities are telling
people “not to panic” since
the virus has been under
circulation globally and is
not a new pathogen. ‘Tt is
emphasized that HMPV
is already in circulation

globally, including in India,
and cases of respiratory
illnesses  associated ~ with
HMPV have been reported
in various countries.
Furthermore, based on
current data from ICMR
and the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme
(IDSP) network, there has
been no unusual surge in
Influenza-Like Illness (ILI)
or Severe Acute Respiratory
Iliness (SARI) cases in the
country,” the ICMR said.

“I don't think we should
be pressing the panic button,
because HMPV is not a
new virus, it already exists.
Reports suggest that it is the
first case of HMPV in India,
this is not true because
HMPV is an existing virus,
and a certain percentage of

SC-appointed panel meets Jagjit
Dallewal, urges him to take medical aid

Agency: A
Court-appointed
powered  committee
Monday met Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, who is on an
indefinite fast at the Khanauri
border point between Punjab
and Haryana. The committee
headed by former Punjab
and Haryana High Court
judge Justice Nawab Singh
requested septuagenarian
Dallewal to take medical aid.

Supreme
high-
on

Dallewal, who is the
convener of the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (non-

political), has been on an
indefinite hunger strike since
November 26, 2024, over the
farmers’ During
a hearing in the Supreme

demands.

Court earlier in the day, the
Punjab government, through
senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
informed the bench about
the scheduled meeting. The
apex court in September
2024 formed the committee
with the aim to amicably
resolve the grievances of

protesting  farmers.  The
committee also comprises
retired IPS officer BS

Sandhu, agriculture expert
Devinder Sharma, professor
Ranjit Singh Ghuman and Dr
Sukhpal Singh, agricultural
economist  from  Punjab
Agricultural University.

Addressing the media
after meeting Dallewal,
Justice Nawab Singh

(retd) said, “We pray to
‘Waheguru' that he should
be healthy.” On being

asked whether Dallewal
agreed to avail medical aid,
Nawab Singh said, “We all
repeatedly requested him for
medical (help ). We want his
health to be good.” “T came
here today not to say that
the agitation should end,”
the former judge said, “but
to say ‘your health should be

good’.

Singh  said  Dallewal
told the panel that for him,
farming came first, his

health later. The committee
reached the Khanauri protest
site at around 3.30 pm and
met Dallewal.

US Clearing Hurdles Limiting Nuclear

Agency: The United
States  National  Security
Advisor  Jake  Sullivan,

who is on a two-day trip
to India, said on Monday
that the federal government
in Washington is finalising
necessary steps to remove
barriers in  India-United
States civil nuclear
cooperation to give fresh
momentum to a landmark
deal between the two
countries. “United States is
now finalising the necessary
steps  to remove long-
standing regulations that
have prevented civil nuclear
cooperation between India’s
leading nuclear entities
and US companies,” Mr
Sullivan said in New Delhi

on Monday.
New Delhi and
Washington  have  been

discussing the supply of US
nuclear reactors to India
since the mid-2000s. The

Cooperation With India: Jake Sullivan

civil nuclear deal was signed
in 2007 by then-President
George W Bush, a major
step toward allowing the
United States to sell civilian
nuclear technology to India.
The two countries agreed in
2019 to build six US nuclear
power plants in India.
However, a longstanding
obstacle in the corporation
has been the need to bring
Indian liability rules in line
with global norms which
require the costs of any
accident to be channelled
to the operator rather than
the maker of a nuclear
power plant.
nuclear compensation laws
have previously discouraged
foreign power plant builders
from  cooperating  with
New Delhi, subsequently
deferring its target to add
20,000 MW of nuclear
power from 2020 to 2030.

Jake Sullivan is on a

India’s strict

two-day visit to New Delhi,
days before President-elect
Donald Trump is due to be
sworn in. His trip was the
last high-profile visit to
New Delhi by the outgoing
Biden administration.
Washington expected the
impact of Chinese upstream
dams, artificial intelligence,

military  licensing
Chinese  economic

space,
and

overcapacity to be discussed
while Sullivan is in New
Delhi, a US official told news
agency Reuters. Earlier in
the day, Mr Sullivan met

India's Foreign Minister ~News18, he replied, “What Tripathi, Abhishek Banerjee, in the coming years. From
Dr S Jaishankar in Delhi can I say? Dinesh and and Aparshakti Khurana Stree 3 to Bhediya 2 along
and discussed enhancing Jyoti (producer) will have were a part of the project with newer additions, the
bilateral,  regional and to decide that. They're the as well. Besides Akshay list is enough to make
global cooperation. After ones to pump in the money. Kumar, Varun Dhawan, fans happy. Meanwhile,
the meeting, Mr Jaishankar ~ Aur Amar Kaushik ko direct and Tamannah Bhatia also Akshay Kumar’'s Sky Force
acknowledged Mr Sullivan’s  karna hai. (And Amar made guest appearances. will release in theatres on
“personal contribution” in  Kaushik will have to direct Directed by Amar Kaushik, January 24, 2025. The
strengthening the India-US the film).” That's when Stree 2 is the sequel to the action thriller is directed
partnership over the past Dinesh Vijan chimed in, 2018 blockbuster Stree. by Sandeep Kelwani and
four years. saying, “Of course, he’s a Maddock Films recently Abhishek Kapur.

<« I =

Currently, there is no specific antiviral
edication or vaccine available for

HMPYV. Treatment is supportive and
depends on the severity of the infection. For
mild cases, rest, adequate hydration and
over-the-counter medications to manage
fever and nasal congestion are sufficient.

people do get affected by this
virus and it is not something
new,” Karnataka's Health
Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao
said. Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS)
official, Dr Atul Goel, assured
people that, “There has
been news doing the rounds
about a Metapneumovirus
outbreak in China. Let me
be very clear on that count.
Metapneumovirus is like any
other respiratory virus which
causes the common cold, and
in the very old and the very

young it could cause flu-
like symptoms.” “Human
Metapneumovirus (HMPV )
is not a new virus. It has
been part of the circulating
flu virus in India for long.
Hence, the majority of
the Indian population has
developed immunity against
it,” Dr Harshal R Salve,
Additional Professor, Centre
for Community Medicine
at AIIMS, New Delhi, told
IANS. He added that the
“chances of severe disease
are very rare.”
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“Why Don’t You Want Probe?” High
Court To Techie Atul Subhash’s Wife

Agency: Karnataka High
Court on Monday rejected the
plea for cancelling the First
Information Report (FIR)
against Nikita Singhania in
connection with the alleged
suicide case of Bengaluru

techie Atul Subhash.
Subhash, an automobile
company  employee  in

Bengaluru had committed
suicide over alleged torture
and demand of Rs 3 crore
by his wife Nikita Singhania
for divorce settlement. The
single bench headed by
Justice SR Krishna Kumar
passed the order orally. The
bench in disapproval of the
demand by Subhash’s wife
stated that the FIR gives out
everything to book the case
under abetment of suicide.
“What more the bench can
look into ?” the bench said.”
“The prima facie ingredients
of the offence are made out
in the complaint. Why don'’t
you want the investigation
to happen?” the bench
asked Ms Singhania. The
counsel for Ms Singhania
submitted to the court that
no ingredients were made
out in the complaint for
registration of the FIR over
the abetment of suicide. It
was also submitted that Atul
Subhash had not mentioned
any act by his wife and
family members which drew
him to die by suicide. The

counsel further argued that
the petitioner had the right
to get legal remedies and
couldn’t be booked just for
lodging a complaint against
Atul Subhash. The court
issued notices to respondents
and directed them to file
objections. The direction
was also given for the
prosecution to submit the
materials collected during the
investigation. A Bengaluru
court on January 4 granted
bail to the estranged wife and
in-laws of automobile firm
executive Atul Subhash, who
died by suicide in Bengaluru
last month citing a troubled
marriage and accusing his
spouse of harassment. The
family of Atul Subhash has
stated that after obtaining
the order sheet, they would
appeal against the decision in
the High Court of Karnataka.
The bail was granted to
Atul Subhash’s wife Nikita
Singhania, her mother Nisha
Singhania and brother-in-
law Anurag Singhania. Atul
Subhash died by suicide
alleging his wife demanded Rs
3 crore for divorce settlement.
The police registered an FIR
against the accused persons
under Sections 108, 3 (5) of
the Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita
(BNS) on December 9. Bikas
Kumar (Subhash’s brother)
had lodged a police complaint
alleging abetment to suicide

with the Marathahalli police
in Bengaluru. Bikas Kumar
alleged in the complaint
that false cases were lodged
against his brother (Atul
Subhash) by the accused,
demanding Rs 3 crore to
settle the case. He had also
alleged that his brother was
taunted in the court during
the proceedings that he had to
either give Rs 3 crore or die
by suicide. Ms Singhania's
family had alleged that
Subhash demanded a hefty
dowry from her family which
resulted in the death of her
father. Pavan Kumar Modi,
Atul Subhash’s father, had
stated that the family is
worried about the safety of
his grandson. “If the court
grants bail to Atul's wife,
she can attack the child and
endanger his life. If she can
drive my son to commit
suicide, she can also do the
same to the kid as well,”
he said. “My grandson was
ATM to her. She got money
on the pretext of taking care
of him. She approached the
High Court demanding Rs
20,000 to Rs 40,000. She
went on to appeal for Rs
80,000. Even after this, she
went on demanding more
money. Hence, we have
approached the Supreme
Court for the custody of the
child as he is safe with us,”
he had stated.

How Justin Trudeau Allegations Against
India Set Stage For His Downfalll

Agency: Canadian Prime
Minister  Justin ~ Trudeau
faces a political crisis that
could lead to his resignation.
Increasingly isolated within
his own Liberal Party,
Trudeau has been accused
of using allegations against
India to deflect attention
from mounting domestic

challenges, including a
falling economy, and
dissent within his party.

Over the past year, several
high-profile Liberal Party
MPs, including Sean Casey
and Ken McDonald, have
publicly called for Trudeau
to step down, citing
dissatisfaction ~ with  his
leadership. Reports suggest
that more than 20 Liberal
MPs have signed a pledge
demanding his resignation.
The resignation of Chrystia
Freeland as Deputy Prime

Minister and Finance
Minister in December
marked a blow to Trudeau's
government. Freeland’s
departure reportedly
stemmed from policy
disagreements, including

Trudeau's  handling  of
potential US tariffs and his
economic strategy.

“Like  most families,
sometimes we have fights
around  the  holidays,”

Trudeau said in December.
“But of course, like most
families, we find our way
through it. You know, I love
this country, I deeply love
this party, I love you guys,
and love is what families are
all about.” Freeland, who
slammed Trudeau and his
“costly political gimmicks”
in her resignation letter, did
not share that sentiment.
Following Freeland's
resignation, Trudeau largely
disappeared from media
briefings or public events
while spending much of his
time at a ski resort. Adding
to the internal turmoil,
the Liberal Party suffered
losses in two recent by-
elections. Key allies like
New  Democratic ~ Party
(NDP) Jagmeet
Singh have said that he
would introduce a motion
in the Canadian Parliament

leader

to topple the government.
Currently on Winter Break,
the Canadian Parliament
will resume its proceedings
on January 27. If Trudeau
resigns, the Liberal Party’s
main challenge would be
to find a leader with mass
appeal. Canada,
interim leader cannot run
for the party’s permanent
leadership.  Names  like
Dominic LeBlanc, Melanie
Joly, Francois-Philippe
Champagne, and Mark
Carney have been floated
as potential contenders, but
the timeline for a leadership
race could leave the party
vulnerable in the lead-
up to the federal elections
scheduled later this year.
Canada’s Liberal leader is
chosen through a special
convention, a process that
could take months. If an
election were called before
the Liberals have a permanent
leader, the party would
face risks at the ballot box.
Trudeau’s political troubles
come as the opposition
Conservative Party, led by

In an

Dinesh Vijan Confirms Akshay
Kumar’s Role In The Third Instalment

Agency: If you've loved
Akshay Kumar's brief cameo
in Stree 2, then there’s some
good news to celebrate!
The actor is returning as the
villain in the film’s third
installment Stree 3. Dinesh
Vijan, the producer behind
the beloved horror-comedy
universe, has confirmed it.
On Sunday (January 5),
Akshay Kumar attended
the trailer launch of his
upcoming film Sky Force in
Mumbai. The million-dollar
question from the event
was whether the actor will
be a part of Dinesh Vijan's
horror-comedy universe,
again. In conversation with

part of the universe !
He's our Thanos.”
Dinesh Vijan donned
the producer’s cap
for Sky Force too.

Movies like Stree,
Stree 2 Bhediya,
Munjya, and Roohi
are backed by Dinesh
Vijan's Maddock
Films. Akshay
Kumar’'s  malicious

character in Stree 2
created much hype.

He was portrayed
as the leader at a
mental hospital.

Rajkummar Rao and
Shraddha Kapoor played
the lead in Stree 2. Pankaj
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released a lineup of eight
films scheduled to release

Pierre Poilievre, enjoys a
commanding lead in public
opinion polls. Poilievre has
capitalised on  economic
frustrations,  vowing  to
repeal Trudeau's carbon
tax and address Canada’s
housing crisis. Some polls
show the Conservatives
with a double-digit lead
over the Liberals. Tensions
between New Delhi
Ottawa have been simmering
since Trudeau's September
2023 allegation of Indian
involvement in the killing of
Khalistani terrorist Hardeep
Singh Nijar. Nijjar was
shot outside a Sikh temple
in Canada. India dismissed

and

the accusation as “absurd.”
Trudeau’s claims that India
sponsors criminal activities
have drawn sharp criticism
both  domestically  and
internationally.

In the subsequent fallout,
India expelled six Canadian
diplomats and recalled its
envoy to Ottawa after Canada
attempted to question Indian
officials as “persons of
interest” in the Nijjar case.

Pro-Khalistan activities
in Canada, including an
attack on a Hindu temple
near Toronto, further
inflamed relations between
the two nations. India has
consistently rejected any
link to the murder of Nijjar,
a designated terrorist by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA), and accused
Trudeau’s administration
of pandering to Khalistani
sympathisers for political
gain.  Despite  multiple
exchanges, including
meetings at international
forums like the G20 Summit,
Canada has failed to provide
any conclusive evidence
linking India to the murder.
Critics argue that these
allegations are an attempt
to appeal to a segment of
the Khalistani Sikh vote
base in Canada, a move that
some perceive as politically

motivated. However, this
strategy appears to have
backfired, with many

Canadians viewing it as a
distraction from pressing
national issues.

Boat Nirvana X TWS Earbuds
to Be Unveiled at CES 2025

Agency: Boat is gearing
up to unveil its new audio
products at the Consumer
Electronics Show  (CES)
2025 in Las Vegas. The
domestic audio and wearable
manufacturing company will
launch its Boat Nirvana X
TWS true wireless stereo
(TWS) earbuds at the annual
tech show. The brand will also
showcase its Nirvana product
lineup for the next financial
year  including  Nirvana
Crystl. The company will also
preview its recently launched
Boat Nirvana vy at the event.
Through a press release on
Monday, Boat announced that
it will debut the Boat Nirvana
X TWS earbuds at CES
2025. The flagship earbuds
designed and manufactured
in India feature Knowles
Balanced Armature drivers
and Mimi's  personalised
audio technology. Besides the
Nirvana X TWS, boAt will
preview its upcoming product
range for the Financial year
2026 — Boat Nirvana Crystl,
Nirvana Zenith Pro, and

Nirvana Ivy Pro. The Indian
brand will showcase its newly
launched Boat Nirvana Ivy
in the TWS category. They
were launched in the country
in September last year with
a price tag of Rs. 2,999.
Highlights of the earbuds
include dual 11Mmm drivers,
up to 50 hours of claimed
total playback time on a
single charge, active noise
cancellation (ANC), and
an [PX5-rated build among
others. Boat will also reveal
technology partnerships
and innovations at the event
including Ceva RealSpace,
Dolby  Atmos
audio  technology, LDAC
technology, Hi-Res Audio
certification from the Japan
Audio  Society, Balanced
Armature drivers by Knowles
and  Mimi  personalised
audio technology. All
these technologies are co-
developed with international
experts and are integrated into
Boat's products to deliver an
immersive audio experience
and superior sound quality.

its

immersive



