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Veer Pahariya makes a smashing debut in
Akshay Kumar's compelling action-drama

Agency: Our country
has given birth to several
brave soldiers, who have
sacrificed their lives for the
motherland. Due to some
recent  biographical
dramas, we have witnessed
the stories of unsung heroes.
Now, talking about Sky
Force, which is based on
India’'s retaliatory attack
on the Sargodha airbase
of Pakistan in the Indo-
Pakistani air war of 1965,
doesn’t only talk about
India’s first airstrike but also
speaks about the bravery
and heroism of one Air
Force officer, who made
this airstrike successful. In
1971, when Pakistan Air
Force officers suddenly
attack the airbase of India
(over Kashmir issues),
Indian Forces capture one
of the Pakistani pilots
Ahmed (Sharad Kelkar)
in the counterattack. Wing
Commander K.O. Ahuja

war

of the Indian Air Force
(fictionalization of O.P.
Taneja VrC and played by
Akshay Kumar) arrives
to interrogate Ahmed and
comes to know that he was
awarded for assassinating
one Indian Air Force Officer
during the 1965 Sargodha
attack. Cut to, we go to the
flashback of 1965 where
Ahuja, Squadron’s Wing
Commander K.O. Ahuja is
at his Adampur airbase with
his teammates including
T. Vijaya (fictionalization
of Ajjamada  Boppayya
Devayya MVC  played
by Veer Pahariya) and
others. T.K. Vijaya aka
Tabby always sets seniors
for breaking protocols but
is a very skilled pilot and
diechard patriotic, who is
ready to sacrifice his life for
the country with a big smile.
Ahuja is very close to Tabby
as he sees his late brother
Monu in him. On the other

hand, Tabby considers Ahuja
as his mentor. Ahuja’s head
David Lawrence (Manish

Chaudhari) informs that
America has gifted 12
Starstriker Air Planes to

Pakistan, which has made
the Pakistani Air Force
powerful. David shares that
Pakistan is planning to do
something against India
and instructs Ahuja to go
for recce along with one
more officer on their fighter
planes and he can cross the
border if he wishes to but at
his own risk. In this recce,
Ahuja and Tabby discover
several weapons and artillery
at the Pakistan border.
While they do get
attacked by Pakistani
officers, Tabby clicks the
weapon pics. Ahuja shows
pics to Lawrence and says
that they should get ready
for the war and should attack
Pakistan before they try to
execute their plan. However,

Lawrence dismisses Ahuja’s
words and says that the
Government doesn’'t want

the Indian Air Force to
attack first we are a peace-
loving country. Soon, after
this  discussion, Pakistan
attacked the Indian Airbase
at night knowing that the
Indian Air Force didn’t have
planes that fight at night.
They kill Indian soldiers
and destroy the airbase and
fighter planes. Now, the
Indian government decides
to teach Pakistan a lesson
and tells the Indian Air Force

Government seeks Uber, Ola response
on dual pricing based on phone models

=7 Notice [=]

Agency: The Ministry
of Consumer Affairs on
Thursday issued notices to
cab aggregators Ola and
Uber, seeking clarification
on reports of alleged
differential pricing based on
the type of mobile device
used to book rides. The
Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) took
action following reports that
the two companies appeared
to charge different fares for
the same service, depending
on whether the customer
was using an iPhone or
an Android device. In its
notice, the CCPA asked
the companies to explain
their pricing methods and
address concerns of potential
discrimination. The ministry

described  the practice
as “apparent differential
pricing” and sought a

detailed response to ensure
transparency and fairness in

fare calculations. The move
comes days after a Delhi-
based entrepreneur shared
his findings on differential
pricing by the two ride-
hailing apps in a series of
posts on X after comparing
fares across different devices
and battery levels. Back
in December, the matter
gained traction after an X
user had shared a picture
of two phones purportedly
showing different fares for
a particular location on the
Uber app. As his post went
viral, Uber responded to
the allegations, denying that
the pricing is based on the
type of phone used. The
company attributed any fare
differences to variations in
pick-up points, estimated
time of arrival (ETA), and
drop-off points, stating that
it does not personalise trip
pricing based on the rider’s
mobile phone manufacturer.
other  social

soon joined

However,
media users

D Central Consumer Protection Authority
issues notices to 0la, Uber

P Seeks clarification on alleged differential
pricing on platiorms

P Reports suggest different fares on iPhone
vs Android smartphones

the chorus, alleging that
they were being charged
different fares for identical
rides when booking through
Android and iOS devices.
The government intervened,
with  Union Minister of
Consumer Affairs Pralhad
Joshi ordering the CCPA to
probe platforms like Ola,

World’s Scariest Chair, Those Who
Sit On It Meet Untimely Death

Agency: A museum in
the UK houses a special chair
known as the “Death Chair.”
It is believed that anyone
who sits on this chair will
meet their death. The story
of this cursed chair is quite
famous, and people still
hold various beliefs about it
today. Though fewer people
believe in ghosts these days,
some places around the
world make one stop and
think twice. One such place
is this cursed chair, said
to bring untimely death to
anyone who dares sit on it.

This chair, located in the
UK, is referred to as the
“Death Chair” because it’s
believed that anyone who
sits in it will not survive.
You might wonder how
sitting on a chair could
cause someone’s death. This
isn't a recent incident, but
rather a 300-year-old tale
that continues to circulate.

and
spooky stories are tied to this

Many  superstitions
chair. According to media
reports, the chair originally
belonged to Thomas Busby
from  North  Yorkshire.
Busby was very attached to
the chair and would often
relax in it. However, after
his death, the chair became
considered cursed. It is said
that anyone who dared to
sit on the chair would face
an untimely death. After
Busby’s passing, the chair
became the center of many
frightening and mysterious
stories. One day, Busby's
father-in-law sat in the chair
to rest, which angered Busby
so much that he murdered

o)

him in a fit of rage. In
1704, Busby was sentenced
to death by hanging. Before
his execution, he cursed the
chair, claiming that anyone
who sat in it would not
survive. At the time, people
dismissed Busby's curse
as a joke, but those who
sat in the chair met their
doom. During World War II,
some soldiers sat in Busby's
chair, and none of them
returned alive. No matter
the reason, anyone who sat
in that chair lost their life.
The chair was moved several
times, but its curse never
ceased. Eventually, it was
safely placed in the Thirsk
Museum, where it is hung
from the ceiling instead

of placed on the ground to
prevent anyone from sitting
on it by accident. Along with
the chair, the story of its
curse is displayed for visitors
to read.

& Paral

Diwas

Uber and Rapido for “unfair
trade practice” and a “blatant
disregard” for consumers’
right to transparency. Joshi
said the government had a
“zero tolerance for consumer
exploitation” and directed
the CCPA to conduct a
thorough inquiry and submit
a report as soon as possible.

to destroy their important air
bases and starstriker planes.
While making a strategy
Ahuja notices Pakistan's PM
speech and tells Lawrence
the Starstriker planes are
not kept at the border but
in the central part of the
country, Sargodha, which
is Pakistan’'s most secured
base. They keep the name
of the mission as Sky Force.
The mission is very tough
as Indian planes don’t have
that kind of fuel capacity,
which will bring them back
from Sargodha to Adampur.

Ahuja makes 4 teams for the
mission but due to David’s
order, the former keeps
Tabby on standby and not
part of the core teams. The
mission gets accomplished
and all officers reach back
to their bases but Ahuja
realizes that Tabby, who
went back behind them, has
done something big due to
which they got saved and
the mission was successful.
Tabby goes missing in action
and now Ahuja is on another
mission to find Tabby and
his  contribution,  which
made India’s first airstrike
successful. Where is Tabby
and how he played a critical
role in India’s retaliatory
attack on the Sargodha
airbase of Pakistan ?

Well, for that you have
to watch Air Force on
the big screen. Directors
Abhishek Anil Kapur and
Sandeep Kewlani have kept
the movie engrossing with

compelling narrative and
gripping  storytelling. Right
from the action sequences to
emotional moments, every
frame strikes a chord with
the audience. Special brownie
points to the VFX team and
editor A. Sreekar Prasad, who
kept the story flow watertight
with a runtime of 125
minutes. The aerial combats
will literally impress you to
the core. Talking about the
performances, Akshay Kumar
continues to impress with his
act of wearing the uniform
of the defence services. He's
the  emotional  backbone
of the film. Veer Pahariya
makes a smashing debut
with his magnetic presence
and charismatic charm as
T. Vijaya, a daring fighter
pilot. His innocent look and
gritty avatar blend beautifully
to give us a layered and
impactful performance. Sara
Ali  Khan, Nimrat Kaur,
Manish Chaudhari and Sharad

Kelkar provide good support
and play their role to the T.
Sky Force creates a fusion
of reel and real-life heroism,
paying tribute to the sacrifices
of India’s Air Force pilots.
Offering a portrayal of the
Indo-Pakistani War of 1965,
it highlights India’s first
retaliatory airstrike. At its core
is Wing Commander K.O.
Ahuja, portrayed by Akshay
Kumar as O.P. Taneja, a
commander who faught for
justice. His journey intertwines
with that of T. Vijaya, played
by Veer Pahariya as A.B.
Devayya, a fearless rebel
who risked everything to
protect his nation. Together,
their narratives bring to life
a tale of courage, sacrifice,
and unwavering patriotism.
Produced by Dinesh
Vijan and Amar Kaushik
under Maddock Films, in
association with Jio Studios,
Sky Force is a game-changer
for Bollywood war epics

Hyderabad Man Chops Up Wife’s
Body, Boils Parts In Pressure Cooker

Agency: A Hyderabad
man allegedly killed his
wife and attempted to cover
up the crime by chopping
up the body and boiling the
parts in a pressure cooker.
Guru Murthy, 45, a former
soldier who works as a
security guard with the
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), allegedly
confessed to the police, but

his horrific story is yet to
be corroborated. Venkata
Madhavi, 35, was reported
missing by her family on
January 16. When the
police began investigating,
they suspected her
husband. When they
questioned him, he
detailed a gruesome crime.
Police Inspector Nagaraju
said, “The parents had
lodged a missing complaint

SC wants Dallewal to
take medical aid at PGI

Agency: As  fasting
farm leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal  takes  medical

aid without breaking his
fast and protesting farmers
agree to hold talks with the
Centre, the Supreme Court
on  Wednesday  deferred
the hearing on contempt of
court proceedings against the
Punjab Chief Secretary and
the Director General of Police

Andhra college student walks

out of classroom in session, dies

after jumping off 3rd floor

8 -The s ockingrﬁnt was cap'fure‘d

““on a surveillance camera

Agency: A first-year
student at a college in Andhra
Pradesh died by suicide after
jumping from the third floor
of the building. The shocking
incident was captured on a
surveillance camera. The
Narayana college student
walked out of the classroom
at 10:15 a.m., stood on the
ledge, and jumped off the
third floor. He also took off
his slippers before jumping.
A video from the classroom
shows the boy leaving
the room while the class
was in session The video
also shows his classmates
walking out of the room
shortly after they realised
he had jumped. Anantapur
Rural sub-divisional police
officer T Vekateshulu said
the 16-year-old had just
returned to college from
Sankranti  holidays on
Thursday morning and

died by suicide at 11:55
am. “After the holidays,
this boy came to the

college around 9:30 am on

Thursday. While the class
was going on, around 11:55
am, he suddenly came out
from the classroom and
jumped from the third
floor,” Venkateshulu
told PTI. Immediately,
the college management
shifted the injured boy
to a local hospital where
doctors  examined  him
and declared that he was
dead. Police said the
intermediate student hailed
from Ramapuram village
of Batthenapalli mandal in
Sri Sathyasai District. The
suicide of the boy pursuing
intermediate first year at
Narayana Junior College
was captured on CCTV
cameras. The recording
shows him rising from his
bench and straightaway
proceeding to jump from
the third floor unperturbed,
police said. Meanwhile,
police are taking a complaint
from the boy's parents
to register a case and
investigate further.

to February. Welcoming the
“positive developments”, a
three-judge Bench led by
Justice Surya Kant noted
that the Centre had sent a
high-level delegation that
met Dallewal and other farm
leaders on January 18 and
both sides agreed to have a
dialogue in Chandigarh on
February 14. In the light of
these developments, the Bench

with us. The husband also
came with them. We grew
suspicious and questioned
him. He confessed to this

crime.” Guru  Murthy
reportedly claimed to the
police that he chopped

up his wife’s body in the
bathroom and boiled the
parts in a cooker. He went
on to separate the bones,
according to the account,
ground them using a pestle

chose to keep in abeyance the :
and
dispensed with the presence
Government :
As senior counsel :
and  Punjab :
Advocate General Gurminder :
had :
accepted medical aid and his :
condition had improved after :
being shifted to a hospital 50
m away from the protest side, :
the Bench said he should be :
given proper medical aid at
the PGI, Chandigarh, before :

contempt  proceedings
of  Punjab
officials.
Kapil Sibal

said Dallewal

Singh

the February 14 talks.

and boiled them again.
After multiple rounds of
cooking flesh and bones
for three days, he allegedly
packed the remains and
dumped them into a Lake.
The claims are being
verified. The couple has
two children, a boy and
a girl. The two reportedly
had frequent fights. It is
not clear why and how the
alleged murder took place.
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67 villages in Panipat under
scrutiny for skewed sex ratio

Agency: The Health
Department has  flagged
67 out of 190 villages in
Panipat district for their
skewed Sex Ratio at Birth
(SRB), placing them in
the red zone category. The
district, which once led the
state in SRB improvement
under the Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao (BBBP) campaign,
now ranks 17th with an
SRB of 900 in 2024.

Launched from Panipat

in January 2015 by the
Prime Minister, the BBBP
campaign marked its 10th
anniversary amid concerns
over declining SRB figures.
“In 2015, Panipat's SRB
was 892 girls per 1,000
boys. Following the launch
of BBBP, it climbed to
a record 945 in 2017.
However, it has declined
over the years, reaching
900 in 2024,” said Civil
Surgeon Dr Jayant Ahuja.

The Health Department
has identified  specific
villages where the SRB has
fallen below 850. Some of
these villages include PHC
Mandi with SRB as low as
478, PHC Bapoli (eight
villages), PHC Chulkana
(six villages ) and PHC Patti
Kalyana (seven villages).
Dr Ahuja said, “Teams are
analysing data from these
villages to understand the
causes.

D Gukesh dethrones Arjun Erigaisi to become
highest-ranked Indian in FIDE Rankings

Agency: World champion
D Gukesh has continued his
rise in chess as he went past
compatriot Arjun Erigaisi to

become the highest-ranked
Indian in the latest FIDE
Rankings  on  Thursday,

January 23. Gukesh went past
Erigaisi to take the 4th spot in
the latest rankings as Erigaisi
slipped to No.5. The 18-year-
old achieved the feat when he
got his second win in the Tata
Steel Masters in Wijk Aan Zee
in the Netherlands as he beat
Vincent Keymer of Germany.
Gukesh, who was conferred the
Khel Ratna award recently, has
amassed 2784 rating points,
while Erigaisi slipped to 2779.5
rating points. Erigaisi was the
highest-ranked Indian for a long
time and achieved a career-best
rating of 2801, making him

only the second Indian after
Viswanathan Anand to go past
the 2800 threshold. This also
made the 21-year-old the 15th
highest-rated player in history.
However, Erigaisi's recent
performances haven’t been up
to the mark. Erigaisi had gone
to the World Rapid and Blitz
Championship in New York,
hoping to secure a Candidates
berth, but had to come back
home empty-handed in the
end. The 21-year-old is also
having a rough time in the
ongoing Tata Steel Masters,
having got just one point so
far. Norway's Magnus Carlsen
continues to be the undisputed
world No.1 with 2832.5 points,
followed by United States’
Grandmaster Hikaru Nakamura
with 2802. Fabiano Caruana,
with 2798 points, is in the third

spot. Since beating Ding Liren
to become the world champion,
Gukesh has continued to shine.
The 18-year-old had missed
the World Rapid and Blitz
Championship in New York as
he had returned home to take
part in festivities and functions
after his win in Singapore
against Liren. Gukesh’s return
to the board saw him edge past
Anish Giri with a win after a
rough start to proceedings.
He then drew his second-
round game against Slovenia's
Vladimir ~ Fedoseev.  The
18-year-old was held to a draw
in round 3, before bouncing
back against Keymer in over 6
hours and 72 moves to get his
second win of the tournament
and move closer to the joint
leaders R Praggnanandhaa and
Nodirbek Abdusattorov.




