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Union Budget 2025: What Is Halwa
Ceremony? Why Is It Important?

Agency: The Union
Budget of India is one of the
most anticipated events of
the year, and it is presented
annually by the Finance
Minister in  Parliament

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman  will  present
the Union Budget on 1

February 2025, marking the
second budget of the Modi
government's  third  term
and Nirmala Sitharaman's
eighth consecutive budget
presentation, including one
interim budget.

While the Union Budget
itself is always in the
spotlight, there’'s a pre-
budget tradition that garners
much attention. The Halwa
Ceremony is a pre-budget
ritual held by the Finance
Ministry of India, usually
about 9-10 days before the
Union Budget is presented
in the Parliament. The
ceremony  involves  the
preparation of halwa in a
large kadhai (wok) in the

Finance Ministry’s kitchen,
located in the North Block
in New Delhi. The Finance
Minister officiates by
stirring the halwa and then
it is served to the officials
and staff members involved
in the budget preparation

process.
Why 1Is The Halwa
Ceremony Important-

The Halwa Ceremony is
more than just a cultural or
festive event. The ceremony
not only celebrates the hard
work before entering the
final stage of the Budget
preparation  process. It
symbolizes the start of the
lock-in period, which is
crucial for ensuring the
confidentiality and security
of the Union Budget. After
the ceremony, all staff
members involved in drafting
the Budget enter a period
where they are quarantined
within the Finance Ministry,
specifically in the North
Block. This lock-in period

involves several measures to
ensure that no details about
the Budget leak before it is
presented in Parliament. The
most significant action is the
confiscation of mobile phones
and other communication
devices from the officials.
No communication with the
outside world is allowed,
and the officials are cut
off from external access.
This stringent ~ process
helps maintain secrecy and
prevents any unauthorized
leak of sensitive information
regarding the Budget. The
lock-in  period continues
until the Budget documents
receive approval from the
Prime Minister and are ready
for printing. The printing of
the Budget itself is done in
the basement of the North
Block, which is a highly
secured area, ensuring that
no one outside the core team
has access to the final drafts
before the official Budget
announcement.

‘Main Vidhayak Ka Beta Hoon’:
AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan Son

Threatens Delhi Pol

- .‘

Agency: AAP MLA
Amanatullah Khan's son,
Mohammad Anas, allegedly
threatened Delhi Police after
being stopped for riding a
bike with a modified silencer
and issuing a Challan. He
said, ‘‘Main vidhayak ka
beta hoon”, according to the
Police when they stopped him
for using modified silencer
in his bike. Delhi Police on
Wednesday issued a challan
and seized a Royal Enfield
Bullet motorcycle with a
modified silencer, allegedly
driven by  Mohammad
Anas, the son of AAP
MLA Amanatullah Khan.
The bike, with registration
number DL14SL.4388, was
black in color and equipped
with a modified silencer
which was creating loud
noise and violating traffic
According to FIR,
the incident took place at
around 8:30 PM near Nafees
Road, Batla House, when
police were patrolling the
area ahead of Republic Day
. According to officials, two
boys were riding the bike in
a reckless manner, driving
in a zigzag pattern, and
coming from the wrong side.
The police stopped them for
violating traffic rules, but
the situation escalated when

laws.

one of the boys, identified as
Mohammad Anas, claimed

to be the son of MLA
Amanatullah Khan.
“He told ws, ‘Main

vidhayak ka beta hoon’ (I
am the son of an MLA)
and questioned why we
were stopping his bike,
alleging it was because it
had the Aam Aadmi Party
symbol on it,” an officer
said. Boy reportedly refused
to produce a driving license
or registration certificate
(RC) and misbehaved
with the police personnel.
When asked to cooperate,
he called someone and
claimed he was his father,
Amanatullah Khan, who
allegedly spoke rudely to the
police over the phone. The
situation intensified, and
Anas, along with the other
boy, abandoned the bike at
the spot and fled without
providing their names or

6 critical in huge biast at ordnance
factory in Maharashtra’s Bhandara

: -
At least 6 injured
in massive blast in
Ordnance factory

Agency: A  powerful
explosion reported
at an ordnance factory in
Mabharashtra today. According
to initial reports, at least 5 to
6 people have been critically
injured. The blast took place
at 10 am in Maharashtra’s
Bhandara district. According
to initial reports, the blast
took place at the factory's
RK Branch section. As a
result of the blast, a roof has
collapsed. “After the accident
blast in Ordnance Factory
Jawahar Nagar Bhandara,
firefighters and ambulances
have been dispatched to the

was

spot and a rescue operation
is currently underway. A roof
has collapsed which is being
removed with the help of
JCB,” a district official told
news agency ANI. Several
ambulances and firefighters
have been rushed to the site.

addresses.The police took
possession of the Royal
Enfield Bullet, which had
been fitted with an illegal
silencer, and registered a
case under multiple sections
of the Motor Vehicles Act,
including driving without
a license or RC, modifying
the silencer, not wearing
helmets, reckless driving,
and misbehavior, according

to Police. The challan
was filed under sections
3/181, 5/180, 39/192,
194D, 132/179, and 184

of the MV Act. The seized
bike was deposited in the
police storeroom, and the
incident was recorded by an
officer on his mobile phone
as evidence. The police
have assured that further
investigation is underway
to verify the identity of
the boys, and they will be
informed about the court
date after verification.

Historical Significance
of the Halwa Ceremony-
The Halwa Ceremony has
been a part of the Union
Budget tradition for many

years, though its exact
origins remain  unclear.
However, its importance
grew significantly after the
Budget leak in 1950, which
exposed sensitive details of
the Budget before its official
release.  Following  this
incident, the printing press
for the Budget was moved
from Rashtrapati Bhavan to
Minto Road, and eventually,
to the North Block basement,
where it has remained the

permanent printing press
for the Budget since 1980.
The Union Budget 2025 is
scheduled to be presented
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on 1 February
2025, at 11:00 AM. This
will mark another important
chapter in the government's
ongoing financial plans and
initiatives for the nation.
As the second Budget of
the Modi government’s
third term, the nation will
be watching closely for
announcements related to
economic reforms, growth
strategies, and social welfare
programs
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US judge blocks Trump’s birthright

citizenship order: Blatantly unconstitutional

Agency: A US federal judge
has blocked President Donald
Trump from implementing an
executive order denying the
right to automatic birthright
citizenship in the country,
news agency Reuters reported
on Thursday. The judge
called the order “blatantly
unconstitutional”.Honouring
the request of four Democratic-
led states, US District Judge
John Coughenour issued a
temporary order restraining
the Trump administration
from implementing the order.
Trump, who took office for
a second time on January
20, had signed the order on
Monday, which was his first
day in office. The federal
judge’s order came just a day
after Democratic-led states
and civil rights groups filed a
bunch of lawsuits challenging
Trump's bid to roll back
birthright citizenship in an
early attempt by his opponents
to block his agenda in court.
After his inauguration
on Monday, Trump, a
Republican,  ordered US
agencies to refuse to recognise

10 opposition MPs suspended following
ruckus 1n Waqf board JPC meet

New Delhi: 10 opposition
MPs were suspended for
a day on Friday following
a ruckus during the Joint
Parliamentary ~ Committee
meeting on the Waqf
Amendment Bill 2024.

The suspended MPs
include Kalyan Banerjee,
Md. Jawaid, A Raja,
Asaduddin Owaisi, Nasir
Hussain, Mohibullah, M.
Abdullah, Arvind Sawant,
Nadimul Haq, and Imran
Masood. Following
the meeting, TMC
MP Kalyan Banerjee,
accused the JPC

chairman Jagdambika Joint Parliamentary Committee Dubey

Pal of not listening
to the opposition and
conducting the proceeding
like a “jamindari.”

“After 21st January late
session, chairman informed
the members that meeting

will be held on 24th
and 25th January. Other
members  protested and

wrote a letter. We request
to schedule the meeting
after 30th or 31st but the
chairman did not listen to us.
So we came by postponing
all our programmes.
Yesterday — midnight we
got the message that there
is a change of agenda,
there won't be a clockwise
discussion but meeting will
be held on 24th and 27th

but not on 25th (January).
What is happening inside is
like undeclared Emergency
proceedings,” Banerjee said.

“They are trying to hurry
up things because of Delhi
elections... It is politically
motivated. The chairman
doesn’t listen to anyone...
it is like ‘jamindari’. They

don’t give any respect to the
opposition members. This
JPC has become a farce,”
he added. “The chairman
should also understand how
many days the earlier JPCs
on Waqf and other issues
have  functioned.  There
were a larger number of
sittings. So, I don’t think
we should hurry. We should
discuss in detail and present
a comprehensive report.
Instead, what BJP and the
government are trying to do
is push the JPC to submit
the report only to gain an

advantage in the Delhi

elections,” Congress MP

Nasir Hussain said.
Meanwhile, BJP MP

and JPC member Nishikant
Dubey accused the
opposition of creating a
ruckus and acting against
parliamentary ~ democracy.
“The opposition, especially
Owaisi ji, believed that
Jammu and Kashmir’s full
representation was not heard,
and elected representatives
should have been called.
Today’s meeting, which

was scheduled to discuss...

was postponed by
the chairman
based on the
opposition’s
suggestion,”

said.
“However, in
front of Mirwaiz, these

people created a ruckus,
misbehaved, and acted
against parliamentary
democracy,” he added.

This is not the first time
that a JPC meeting on the
Waqf Amendment Bill 2024
was concluded in a ruckus.
Earlier in October, a scuffle
broke out between Kalyan
Banerjee and BJP's Abhijit
Gangopadhyay during
the Joint Parliamentary
Committee meeting on the
Wagqf Bill. Banerjee smashed
a glass bottle and hurled it

towards the committee’s
chairperson, BIP MP
Jagdambika Pal, injuring

himself in the process.

the citizenship of children

born in the US if neither
their mother or father is a
US citizen or legal permanent
resident. “I have been on the
bench for over four decades. I
cannot remember another case
where the question presented
was as clear as this one
is,” US District Judge John
Coughenour told a Justice
Department attorney.  This
is a blatantly unconstitutional
order,” the judge added.The
decision on Thursday prevents
the Trump administration from
taking steps to implement the
executive order for 14 days.
During this time, the
parties will submit further
arguments about the order’s

merits. Judge Coughenour
has scheduled a hearing
on February 6 to decide

whether to block the order
for a longer period as the case

moves forward. Coughenour,
84, who was appointed by
President Ronald Reagan in
1981, questioned the Justice
Department attorney, Brett
Shumate, about whether he
personally believed the order
was constitutional. “I have
difficulty understanding
how a member of the bar
could state unequivocally
that this is a constitutional
order,”  Coughenour
quoted as saying by news
agency Associated Press in its
report. Shumate responded,
“Absolutely.” He said the
arguments being made by the
Trump administration had
not been litigated before and
argued there was no reason to
issue a temporary restraining
order when it would expire
before the executive order
took effect. Democratic-
ruled states like Washington,
Arizona, Illinois and Oregon
maintained that Trump’s
order was in violation of
the right enshrined in the

was

citizenship clause of the
US  Constitution's  14th
Amendment.

ICC Chairperson Jay Shah
Inducted Into World Cricket
Connects Advisory Board

Agency: The ICC
chairperson Jay Shah has
been inducted into a newly
instituted ~ World  Cricket
Connects Advisory Board, an
independent group that will
discuss the many challenges
and opportunities in the sport
during a discussion at the
Lord’s on June 7 and 8. Former
BCCI secretary Shah, regarded
as the most influential man in
world cricket, had taken over
as the ICC chairperson on
December 1 last year, and his
presence at the ‘World Cricket
Connects’ forum is a chance
for him to convey his ideas
to a wider stage. Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC), the
custodian of the laws of
cricket, on Tuesday announced
that World Cricket Connects,
the event to bring together
the most prominent thinkers,
voices and influencers in the
game, will take place once
again this year. “The forum,
which proved hugely popular
in bringing together influential
people from across all aspects
of cricket in its inaugural
year in 2024, will be held
ahead of the ICC World Test
Championship Final between
South Africa and Australia,”
said MCC in release. The
first event saw around 120
leading voices in cricket
gather in the Long Room

last July. These included
representatives from across
the game and the industry
such as administrators from
the ICC's full and associate
nations, leading broadcasters,
technology experts, coaches
and both current and former
international  players.  “As
the Club evolves the World
Cricket Connects concept,
the aim is for it to become
the leading symposium in
the game, facilitating the
debate of strategic issues in
an independent forum and
establishing a consensus on
paths to ensure cricket's
future success,” the release
stated. “To achieve this
objective, MCC has revealed
that a new World Cricket
Connects  Advisory  Board
(Connects Board) has been

formed. This independent
group will shape the annual
World  Cricket  Connects
agenda, help facilitate the

event’s discussions and in turn
maximise the opportunity for
genuine impact on the health
of the game.” The Connects
Board replaces the MCC
World Cricket committee, and
many of the areas of the global
game which were debated and
influenced as part of its remit
will now be included and
discussed by the Connects
Board.

Indian Army Flexes Firepower with K-9 Vajra,
Dhanush, and Pinaka at Exercise TOPCHI
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Maharashtra, India — The
Indian Army successfully
conducted its annual firepower
demonstration, Exercise
TOPCHI, at the Devlali Field
Firing Ranges in Nashik,
Maharashtra. Organized by
the Regiment of Artillery,
the  exercise  highlighted
the Army’s  commitment
to operational readiness,
technological ~ advancement,
and the Aatmanirbhar
Bharat (Self-Reliant India)
initiative. Exercise TOPCHI
featured a live demonstration
of advanced artillery systems
and surveillance technologies,
showcasing the Indian
Army’s formidable firepower

and precision

capabilities.
The event displayed a
range of sophisticated
weaponry, including Exercise
TOPCHI prominently
featured indigenous defence
technologies,  underscoring
India’s drive towards
self-reliance  in  defence
production. The inclusion of
homegrown systems such as
the Dhanush artillery gun and
the Pinaka rocket launcher
highlighted the success of
Make in India initiatives
aimed at reducing dependence

on imports and enhancing
domestic production
capabilities. Lieutenant

General Navneet Singh Sarna,

Commandant of the School
of Artillery, emphasized
the significance
of integrating
indigenous
technologies,
stating, “Our focus
remains  on
achieving i

s el f -
reliance and
developing
a robust indigenous defence
manufacturing ecosystem.
Exercise Topchidemonstrates
our commitment to
operational readiness while

showcasing our technological
” .

advancements.” The exercise

served as a crucial platform to

INDIAN ARMY

validate the Indian Army's

ability to integrate a
diverse range
of  weapon
systems
into a cohesive
operational
framework.
T h i s
capability is
critical to

ensuring swift and
effective  responses across
a variety of operational

scenarios, from conventional
warfare to counter-insurgency
operations.Given the evolving
security landscape and regional

challenges, such exercises
are vital in reinforcing
I

: OK-9 Vajra~ A self-propelled gun system designed
: for rapid deployment, offering high mobility and

precision artillery suppaort.

O 155mm M777 Ultra-Light Howitzer~ Noted for its

: maobility and high-altitude deployment capabilities,

. enhancing India’s firepower in mountainous terrains.
33155mm Dhanush~ An indigenous upgrade of the

. Bofors gun, reflecting India’s advancements in

: domestic defence manufacturing.

: O 155mm FH 77802 (Bofors)~ A battle-proven artillery
' piece that remains a crucial part of India’s arsenal.

India’s
counter

preparedness  to
potential  threats
along its borders. The live
demonstration of precision
targeting, quick mobility,
and high-volume firepower
exhibited the Army’s readiness
to tackle modern battlefield
challenges. The event was
attended by a distinguished
audience, including student
officers from premier
military institutions such as
the Defence Services Staff
College (Wellington ) and the
Defence Services Technical

Staff Course (Pune).
International ~ representation
was also present, with officers
from the Nepal Army Staff
Course attending the event as
part of defence cooperation
initiatives. Senior dignitaries
from the Armed Forces,
cadets from military training
academies, and members
of the civil administration
were also in attendance,
highlighting the significance
of the exercise in shaping
future defence policies and
capabilities.



