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A map of the Sangam nose, at the confluence of rivers
Ganga and Yamuna, in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh

Agency:As millions of
pilgrims gathered to take a
dip at Prayagraj's Sangam on
Mauni Amavasya, considered
the most auspicious day of
Kumbh Mela, on Wednesday,
the rush of devotees flocking
towards a spot called the
Sangam's nose, turned fatal in
the pre-dawn dark. A stampede
followed. At least 10 pilgrims
were killed, dozens injured
and many separated from their
families as a sea of devotees
broke through barriers to make
their way towards the nose at
the Triveni Sangam. Following
the stampede, Uttar Pradesh
CM Yogi Adityanath appealed
to the devotees to not flock to
the Sangam Nose, suggesting
they take dips at ghats near

them. “Around 8-10 crore
devotees are present in
Prayagraj today. There is

continuous pressure due to the
movement of devotees towards
the Sangam Nose,” Adityanath
told news agency. So, what
exactly is the Sangam Nose,
where saints and spiritual
leaders from various akhadas

perform their ritual baths and
is the most-preferred location
of the Triveni Sangam. As
the name suggests, Sangam
Nose is a triangular landmass
that is sandwiched between
the river Ganga in the north
and the river Yamuna in the
south, before they merge. The
Triveni Sangam, which is the
confluence of Ganga, Yamuna
and the mythical Saraswati
rivers, is a sacred pilgrimage
destination of the Hindus.
Hindu devotees believe that
taking a dip in the Sangam
washes away sins and frees
people from the cycle of
birth and rebirth. And, it's
on the days during the once-
in-144-years Maha Kumbh,
taking the dip at the holy site
is considered to have a higher
spiritual value because of
the celestial alignment. “Tt is
believed in Hinduism that one
attains salvation by having a
bath at Sangam Nose. This is
the reason why every devotee
wants to reach Sangam and
take a bath,” Prayagraj-
based  astrologer  Pandit

= Stampede broke out
in Prayagraj after
thousands jostled to
take holy dip

* Yogi Adityanath
says several devotees
jumped barricades
and got injured

* PM Modi condoles
deaths, says he is in
constant touch with
UP government

= 30 people were Killed
and eo0 injured after
a stampede

Ramesh Pandey told agency.
It is due to its location at the
confluence of the holy rivers
and the important days that
resulted in the Sangam Nose
becoming a highly sought-
after spot for holy dips in
the Maha Kumbh 2025. The
Kumbh Nose saw over 3 lakh
devotees taking dips per hour
on Poush Purnima on January
13, and during the first Amrit
Snan on January 14. Mauni
Amavasya on Wednesday is
the second Shahi Snan of the
45-day Maha Kumbh 2025.
The third and last Shahi Snan
day is on February 3 on Basant
Panchami. Apart from the
major Shahi Snans days, there
are three additional bathing
days, when the footfall of
pilgrims is high. However, it’s
not just the Sangam Nose that
is the designated Kumbh Mela
site. The Nose is a part of the
4,000 hectare Mela site. Apart
from the nose, the riverbanks
of Ganga and Yamuna also
feature bathing ghats on both

GRAP-3 anti-pollution curbs back
in Delhi as air quality worsens

Agency: With Delhi's

quality  deteriorating
to  ‘severe’ levels on
Wednesday, the Commission
for Air Quality Management
has announced the
reimposition of Stage 3 of
the Graded Response Action
Plan starting today. Delhi’s
AQI, which stood at 276 on
January 28, showed a sharp
rise, reaching 365 by 4.00
pm today owing to variable
direction/calm winds,
smoggy situation, low mixing
heights and  ventilation
coefficients for dispersion of
pollutants. While GRAP-3 is
in effect, construction and
demolition will be halted,
all non-essential mining
activities will be suspended,
non-electric, non-CNG, and
non-BS-VI diesel interstate
buses will be restricted, and
schools are suggested to shut
till Class 5 in Delhi-NCR.
Furthermore, a ban on the
plying of BS-III petrol and
BS-1V diesel four-wheelers
will be imposed from today
and commercial vehicles will

air

be banned from entering the
national capital. According
to an official notice, actions
under Stage I, II and IIT will
be implemented, reviewed

and monitored to ensure
that the air quality doesn't
deteriorate. Notably, Delhi
and its surrounding areas
may witness rain at the
start of February as two
western disturbances are
expected to arrive one after
the other in late January, a
weather forecast said on
Sunday. A spell of rain
is expected to improve
the air quality in Delhi

Baaraat stunned upon arrival,
told no wedding planned

Agency: In a bizarre
incident, a marriage party
(baraat) from Nari village
in Himachal Pradesh’s Una
district returned home without
the bride as no wedding
was planned in any home
of Singa village, where the
marriage  ceremony  was
supposed to take place. The
groom, who arrived with
the wedding procession, did
not even meet the bride. On
Tuesday, the ‘baraat’ arrived
in cars from Nari village but
the villagers of Singa village
were surprised as there was
no wedding planned in the
village. Everyone was in
shock and when the groom's
side showed the photograph
of the bride, they were told
that she is not from the
village. Gurdev Singh Gyani,
the sarpanch of Singa village,

said there is no such girl or
family in the village, adding
the incident is unfortunate.
Sensing the gravity of the
situation, the middlemen
Manu, the wife of one Rajiv
from Nari village, fled from
the spot in a car on the pretext
that she would find the girl.
The couple Manu and Rajiv,
the neighbours of the groom
who acted as middlemen and
reportedly took Rs 50,000
to fix the marriage, are now
being questioned as the groom
and the bride never met, and
they only spoke on phone for a
week before the wedding. The
police arrived as the situation
became tense and when
contacted, the middlemen said
that the bride had consumed
some poisonous substance
and was en route to Punjab’s
Nawanshahr Hospital.

and its surrounding areas.
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
forecast that the first
western disturbance will

become active over the
upper Himalayas on
January 29, followed

closely by a second western
disturbance on February 1.
The IMD has predicted that
it may rain in Delhi in the
final days of January. At
the same time, squalls are
also expected in Punjab,
Haryana, and western
Uttar Pradesh between
January 30 and February 1

BNM@MISCELLANEOUS

INCIDENTS OF STAMPEDES AT KUMBH MELA

1954: The Kumbh Mela of 1954,
Kumbh  held
Independence, was a landmark event
for India, but it is also remembered
as a tragedy. On 3 February 1954, a
stampede broke out when scores of
devotees thronged the Kumbh Mela in
Allahabad (now Prayagraj) to take a
holy dip on the auspicious occasion of
Mauni Amavasya. Nearly 800 people
were trampled to death or drowned in

the first ever

the river.

1986: The Kumbh Mela in Haridwar
witnessed a tragic stampede that claimed
at least 200 lives. The chaos unfolded
when the then Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister, Veer Bahadur Singh, arrived
in Haridwar along with several Chief
Ministers and Members of Parliament
As
personnel restricted the common people
from accessing the riverbanks, the crowd

from various states.

their banks that are part of the
Mela site. “Ghats have been
made in the entire Kumbh
area, devotees don't need to
move towards Sangam nose
only. Devotees should take a
holy dip in the ghats nearest
to them,” UP CM Adityanath
said on Wednesday. Five of
25 sectors of the Kumbh
Mela site lie in the triangular
Kumbh Nose. While sectors 1
and 2, near the Sangam nose,
host most of the temporary
government offices, including
police posts and khoya-paya
(lost and found) centres,
Sectors 3 and 4, are located
much closer to the Sangam.
A detailed map of the Maha
Kumbh Mela 2025. The
Mela site around the rivers
Ganga, Yamuna and the

after
2003:

stampede.

2013: A

grew restless and turned uncontrollable,
leading to a deadly stampede.

In 2003, a
Maharashtra’s
when thousands of pilgrims gathered
at the Godavari River for the holy dip
during the Kumbh Mela. At least 39
people, including women, were Kkilled,
and more than 100 were injured in the

stampede in
Nashik killed dozens

stampede took place at

Allahabad railway station during the

security

Triveni Sangam in Prayagraj
has been constituted as a
new district. The Mela site,
spanning 40 hectares, is
divided into 25 sectors. A
detailed map of the Maha
Kumbh Mela 2025. The Mela
site around the rivers Ganga,
Yamuna and the Triveni
Sangam in Prayagraj has been
constituted as a new district.
The Mela site, spanning
40 hectares, is divided
into 25 sectors. Before the
commencement of the Maha
Kumbh 2025, the UP state
government expanded the
eastern periphery of the
Sangam Nose to add around
26 hectares of land between
the Shastri Bridge [on the River
Ganga] and the Sangam Nose.
The UP irrigation department,

Virat Kohli’s Ranji Trophy
return, Delhi vs Railways, Live
streaming: Where to watch

Agency: Virat  Kohli
is set to make his long-
awaited return to the Ranji
Trophy after 12 years, as he
prepares to represent Delhi
in their final Elite Group D
fixture against Railways on
January 30 at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium in New Delhi. The
match, which was initially
not scheduled for broadcast,
will now be available for fans
to watch, following a last-
minute decision by the Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI). Kohli's participation
in the Ranji Trophy has
already generated immense
excitement among  cricket
fans. The star batter, who last
played a Ranji Trophy match
in 2012 against Uttar Pradesh,
is making his return ahead
of India's upcoming Test
series against England. Delhi
skipper Ayush Badoni has
also revealed that Kohli will
be batting at number 4 for the
side against Railways. Having
missed Delhi’s previous Ranji
match against Saurashtra due

to a neck injury, Kohli is now
eager to make an impact.
His return adds significant
star power to Delhi’s lineup,
prompting the BCCI to
increase security at the venue,
anticipating a packed stadium.
Kohli’s return to the Ranji
Trophy is part of a larger
trend, as the BCCI has been
urging top Indian players to
participate in domestic cricket.
Rohit Sharma, Shubman Gill,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, and Rishabh
Pant have all recently featured
in the tournament, reinforcing
the board's emphasis on
domestic performances as a
key factor for international
selection. The Ranji Trophy
match between Delhi and
Railways will begin at 9:30
am IST at the Arun Jaitley
stadium in New Delhi. The
toss will take place at 9:00
am IST. The Ranji Trophy
match between Delhi and
Railways will be livestreamed
on Jio Cinema, and will be
broadcasted on Sports 18
channel.

Kumbh Mela on February 10, 2013,
after a footbridge collapsed, triggering
widespread panic. The tragedy claimed
42 lives and left 45 others injured.
2025: The incident occurred around
2 am on Wednesday, amid a sea of
tightly-packed crowds converging at the
Sangam and all other ghats created along
a 12-km long range of river banks of the
Maha Kumbh.

with the big Shahi Snan days
in mind, placed sandbags on
a 1,650-metre stretch that
helped in the construction of
temporary  ghats, enabling
more devotees to bathe at once,
reported news agency PTI in
January. The expansion of the
Sangam Nose, which aimed to
enable over 2 lakh devotees to
bathe every hour, was a four-
times increase compared to the
Maha Kumbh 2019, when the
capacity was 50,000 per hour.
The Sangam Nose is the most-
sought after place for devotees
at Maha Kumbh, especially
during Mauni Amavasya on
Thursday. However, devotees
also need to keep ground
reality in mind while trying to
take a dip in the holy waters at
the Sangam in Prayagraj
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N Condolences From The Leaders

“My deepest condolences to the devotees who have lost
their loved ones in this. Along with this, I wish for
the speedy recovery of all the injured. The local
administration is engaged in helping the victims in
every possible way. In this regard, I have spoken
to Chief Minister Yogi ji and I am constantly in

touch with the state government”.

“The stampede incident at Prayagraj Maha
Kumbh is extremely sad. I express my
condolences to the families of the injured devotees
and pray to God that all the injured devotees

recover soon”.

- “Grieved to learn of this accident and the loss of
~ \ lives. Spoke with our Consul General in Jeddah,

ot n,

who is in touch with the concerned families. He is
extending fullest support in this tragic situation.”

“I am deeply saddened by the tragic accident that took place
at Maha Kumbh. I express my condolences to
those who have lost their loved ones in this
. accident. May God give them the strength

} -.

N

treating the injured in hospitals. I am in constant
touch with the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh and the local

administration.”

to bear this sorrow. The administration is

“We are deeply saddened by the heart-wrenching incident that

/‘: 4

¥

administration and the state government, are committed to provide
all possible assistance to the affected families.” Py

. occurred at Maha Kumbh. We pay our humble

tributes to the departed souls and express our deepest
condolences to the bereaved families. All the members
of the Adani family present at the Maha Kumbh and
the entire Adani Group, in collaboration with the fair

Men in car with DMK flag chase women
in Chennai, video sparks outrage

Agency: A video of a
group of men in a car with
a DMK flag chasing a car
with women inside has gone
viral on social media. The
video of incident, which
reportedly occurred on
January 25 on Chennai’s
East Coast Road, showed
the women’s  vehicle
being ruthlessly pursued
by the men in the car. In
the footage, the women
appear to be trying to
escape, but the men block
their path. One of the men
gets out of the car and
approaches the women'’s
vehicle. The video
shows him attempting to
bang on the car as the
women attempt to drive
in reverse to avoid the
confrontation. The video
has drawn significant
attention  online, with
many expressing shock at
the aggressive behaviour
displayed. Opposition
parties AIADMK and
BJP shared the video on
X, using the incident to

criticise the ruling DMK.

AIADMK also posted
on X, stating, “Visuals
show intoxicated men
in a car with DMK flag
attempting to stop women
inside a car at ECR with the
intention to hurt sexually
or physically. Does law
or police force exist in
Stalin’s government ?”
Kovai Sathyan, AIADMK
spokesperson, also
weighed in on the incident,
adding, “After the Anna
University molestation
episode, the entire Tamil
Nadu is asking who is that
sir ! Yesterday, the answer
has been given to it. DMK
is the sir.” He further
commented, “After the
video surfaced, showing
a couple of people from
an SUV with a DMK flag
chasing down a couple
of women occupants in
another car, it has indeed
sent shockwaves. This
clearly shows the state of
law and order in Tamil
Nadu.” BJP Tamil Nadu

Budget 2025: Why government needs
to prioritise middle class taxpayers

Agency: With countless
individuals  falling under
the middle-income group,
experts believe that a middle
class-friendly budget would
have a positive impact on the
lives of millions of people
across the country, by way
of increased savings and
consumption boost in the
long run. “A key expectation
is raising the standard
deduction limit on income
tax, which would provide
essential relief to middle class
families and boost disposable
income, encouraging greater
economic participation,” he
said. Swapnil Aggarwal,
Director, VSRK  Capital
anticipates the introduction of
favourable policies for capital

gains investments. ‘For the
wealth management sector,
proposed regulations promise
to strengthen investor
confidence and expand tax
benefits. A notable focus
is on encouraging long-
term and short-term capital
gains investments through
favourable tax policies,” he
said. Aggarwal also urged
the government to enhance
incentives towards  green
technology. “Steps to address
environmental challenges
remain central, with
enhanced support for green
technology and renewable
energy initiatives,” he said.
He also called for investment-
friendly policies for high-net-
worth individuals that would

foster responsible investing.
“HNIs are expected to benefit
from policies that encourage
investments while adhering to
strong regulatory frameworks
designed to safeguard their
interests. These steps not only
promote responsible investing
but also align with the broader
goal of economic resilience,”
mentioned Aggarwal.
Kunal Gala, Partner, Deal
Value Creation, BDO
India anticipates reduced
compliance burdens
for both businesses and
individuals. “Middle-
class concerns such as
compliance measures, tax
complexity, and public
services are critical to

addressing the measures

BUDGET

2025

that need to be taken to
keep a large population
benefitted. A  balanced
approach is necessary to
ensure sustainable revenue
growth and reduce reliance
on indirect taxes, which
disproportionately — impact
lower-income groups.” “By
addressing key areas such

as taxpayer relief, business
compliance, environmental
sustainability, and robust
wealth management
regulations, Budget 2025
seeks to foster holistic
development and ensure a
secure, prosperous future
for all stakeholders,” added
Swapnil Aggarwal.

said, “The achievement of
the four-year DMK regime
is that the men and cars
are hunting women with
black and red flags !” Both
parties accused the police
of inaction, claiming
that when approached,
officers asked the women
why they had come out
at night. However, the
complainants have not
yet said anything about
the police not helping
them or asking anything
insensitive. AIADMK and
BJP also voiced concerns
over the silence of the

police.
They further questioned
whether an FIR had

been filed and whether
the names of the accused
would be kept confidential.

Authorities in  Chennai’s
East Coast Road have
initiated an investigation

into the incident. The police
are reportedly reviewing the
footage and have launched

efforts to identify the

individuals involved.
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