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28 Confirmed Dead in Washington
Plane Crash, No Survivors Expected

Agency: At least 28
bodies have been recovered
from the icy waters of

the Potomac River after
an American Airlines jet,
carrying 60 passengers and
four crew members, crashed
into an Army helicopter
while approaching landing
at Ronald Reagan National
Airport near Washington.
Officials said that rescue
operations are still underway
to locate any remaining
casualties, though they do not
expect to find any survivors.
If confirmed, this would be
the deadliest air disaster in the
U.S. in nearly 24 years. The
aircraft’s fuselage was found
overturned in three sections in
shallow waters, alongside the
wreckage of the helicopter.
No survivors are expected
after a midair collision
between an American Airlines
passenger jet and a U.S.
Army Black Hawk helicopter,
officials confirmed. DC Fire
and EMS Chief John Donnelly
stated that authorities are
confident they will recover
the bodies of all 67 people
believed to have died in the
crash—64 from the passenger
jet and three from the military
helicopter. Donnelly stated
that while the recovery
effort will take time and may
require additional equipment,
officials remain committed to
the operation. The next phase

of the investigation will be led
by the National Transportation
Safety Board. There were
multiple fatalities, according
to a person familiar with the
matter, but the precise number
of victims was unclear as
rescue crews hunted for any
Three  soldiers
were onboard the helicopter,
an Army official said. There
was no immediate word on
the cause of the Wednesday
collision, but all takeoffs and
landings from the airport were
halted as dive teams scoured
the site and helicopters from
law enforcement agencies
across the region flew over
the scene in a methodical
search for bodies. Images
from the river showed boats
around the partly submerged
wing and what appeared to
be the mangled wreckage of
the plane’s fuselage. Senator
Roger Marshall of Kansas
said, “When one person
dies it's a tragedy, but when
many, many, many people die
it's an unbearable sorrow.”

survivors.

Two of those coaches were
identified by the Kremlin
as Russian figure skaters
Evgenia  Shishkova  and
Vadim Naumov, who won the
pairs title at the 1994 World
Championships and competed
twice in the Olympics . The
Skating Club of Boston lists
them as coaches and their
son, Maxim Naumov, is a

Chandigarh ex-mayor
Kuldeep Kumar gets interim
bail ahead of MC election

Agency: The Punjab and
Haryana High Court today
granted interim anticipatory
bail to former mayor and
AAP  councillor Kuldeep
Kumar in a cheating case
registered by the Chandigarh
Police. Issuing notice of
motion to the Union Territory
of  Chandigarh,  Justice
Mahabir Singh Sindhu also
fixed February 6 as the
next date of hearing. “In the
meanwhile, petitioner shall
join investigation before the
investigating officer, but he
be not arrested till the next
date of hearing,” Justice
Sindhu asserted. The case
had garnered considerable
attention due to its timing just
before the mayoral election.
After going through the FIR,
Justice Sindhu asserted it
transpired that the allegations
precisely were regarding the
transmission of Rs 75,000
to the account of one Rahul
Chanaliya, stated to be the
brother-in-law of present

petitioner.  The  amount
was allegedly transmitted
through Google Pay by way
of multiple transactions from
September 10 to September
13 last year. But it was
nowhere discernible that
any amount was paid to
the petitioner. Besides, the
present FIR was registered
on January 29, but “there
is no explanation for delay
of more than four months”.
This decision paved way
for the AAP councillor to
cast his vote in the mayoral
election. Appearing before
the bench, senior counsel
Gurminder  Singh  with
advocates Ferry Sofat, Kartik
Sharma, Tarun Deora and
Ashir Gulati argued during
the course of hearing that
the petitioner was innocent
and falsely implicated in
the case. Despite repeated
efforts, the FIR copy was not
provided to the petitioner,
who only learned about the
case through media reports.

competitive figure skater for
the U.S. The Federal Aviation
Administration ~ said  the
midair crash occurred before
9 p.m. EST when a regional
jet that had departed from
Wichita, Kansas, collided
with a military helicopter
on a training flight while
on approach to an airport
runway. It occurred in some
of the most tightly controlled
and monitored airspace in the
world, just over three miles
south of the White House
and the Capitol. Investigators
will try to piece together the
aircraft’s final moments before
their  collision, including
contact with air traffic
controllers as well as a loss
of altitude by the passenger
jet. American Airlines Flight
5342 was inbound to Reagan
National at an altitude of
about 400 feet and a speed
of about 140 miles per hour
when it suffered a rapid loss
of altitude over the Potomac
River, according to data from

its radio transponder. The
Canadian-made Bombardier
CRJ-701 twin-engine jet,

manufactured in 2004, can be
configured to carry up to 70
passengers.

A few minutes before
landing, air traffic controllers
asked the arriving commercial
jet if it could land on the
shorter Runway 33 at Reagan
National and the pilots said

»28 bodies recovered from Potomac River
near Washington

» Transition from rescue to recovery
operation, no survivors expected

»Wreckage found in river, search for
remaining victims underway

they were able. Controllers
then cleared the plane to
land on Runway 33. Flight
tracking sites showed the
plane adjust its approach to
the new runway. Less than 30
seconds before the crash, an
air traffic controller asked the
helicopter if it had the arriving
plane in sight. “I know that
flight. I've flown it several
times myself,” said Sen. Jerry
Moran of Kansas. He said he
expected that many people in
Wichita would know people
who were on the flight. The
collision occurred on a warm
winter evening in Washington,
with temperatures registering
as high as 60 degrees
Fahrenheit,  following a
stretch days earlier of intense

cold and ice. On Wednesday,
the Potomac River was 36
degrees Fahrenheit, according
to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
The National Weather Service
reported that wind gusts of
up to 25 mph were possible
in the area throughout the
evening. Some 300 first
responders were on scene.
Inflatable rescue boats were
launched into the Potomac
River from a point along the
George Washington Parkway,
just north of the airport, and
first responders set up light
towers from the shore to
illuminate the area near the
collision site. At least a half-
dozen boats were scanning the
water using searchlights.

A Day After Stampede, Fire Breaks
Out At Mahakumbh In Prayagraj

Agency: A day after a
tragic stampede claimed
30 lives at the ongoing
Mahakumbh Mela, a massive
fire broke out on Thursday
near Jhunsi Chhatnag Ghat
and Nageshwar Ghat in
Sector 22, Prayagraj. The
blaze  engulfed  several
tents. The fire was doused
and there was no casualty
in the incident as per the
Fire Department. “We got
information about a fire in
15 tents today. Immediate
action was taken to bring the
fire under control and douse
the flames,” said Pramod
Sharma, an official from the
UP Fire Department. Nearly
18 hours after the incident,
the Mela administration,
in a brief press conference,
confirmed that 30 people
had died and 60 were
injured in  Mahkumbh
stampede. A judicial inquiry
has been ordered. However,
several families continue
their desperate search for
their loved ones. While some
of the missing persons have

reunited with their families,
many remain unaccounted
for. The majority of those
still missing are women.
Phooli Nishad from Dheha
Dera village in Hamirpur,
has been missing since
Mauni Amavasya. Her son
Rajesh Nishad, who works
in Ahmedabad, said, ‘My
mother, father, uncle, and
aunt had travelled to the
Kumbh Mela for a holy dip
at the Sangam. After taking
a dip on Mauni Amavasya
evening, my mother got
separated from the family
and we have had no contact
with her since.

Same is the case with
Maya Singh. The Deoria
resient had come to the
Maha Kumbh with six to
seven of her relatives to take
a dip at the confluence of
three rivers on the occasion
of Mauni Amavasya. ‘Our
group had travelled from
Banaras to Sahso Chauraha,
where we parked our vehicle
before entering the Mela
area. After the bath, we

8th Pay Commission: A Guide To

Expected Salary Hike

8th Pay
Commission
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Agency: The 8th Pay
Commission,  which  will
recommend revisions for the
salaries and pensions of central
government employees, has
been approved by the Union
Cabinet and is likely to be
implemented next year. The
government will decide on
the recommendations after
the pay panel submits its
suggestions to the centre.
Currently, the salary structure
for the central employees
follows the recommendations
of the 7th Pay Commission
that came into effect in 2016.
The salary revisions will
now depend on the ‘fitment
factor’, a multiplier that is

applied to the current basic
pay.

What Is Fitment
Factor- The fitment factor
is a crucial indicator serving
as a multiplication
efficient that decides how
much the salaries are to
be adjusted as per the pay
panel’s recommendations.
With the fitment factor
at 2.57 under the 7th Pay
Commission, the salaries in
Level 1 were increased from
Rs 7,000 (under 6th Pay
Commission) to Rs 18,000
in 2016. This, however, was
not the take-home salary for

Cco-

s In Levels 1-10

Salary Hike You Can Expect

= In Level 1the basic pay of Rs 18,000 is expected to
be revised to Rs 51,480, an increase of Rs 33,480.

= 1In Level 2, Rs 19,900 basic pay is likely to be raised
to Rs 56,914, a raise of Rs 37,014.

= In Level 3, the basic pay of Rs 21,700 is expected to
be raised to Rs 62,062, an increase of Rs 40,362.

= 1In Level 4, Rs 25,500 basic pay is likely to be
increased to Rs 72,930, an increase of Rs 47,430.

= In Level 5, the basic pay of Rs 29,200 is likely to be
revised to Rs 83,512, an increase of Rs 54,312.

= In Level 6, Rs 35,400 basic pay is likely to be
revised to Rs 1,01,244, a raise of Rs 65,844.

= In Level 7, the basic pay of Rs 44,900 is expected to
be raised to Rs 1,28,414, an increase of Rs 83,514.

= In Level 8, Rs 47,600 basic pay is likely to be raised
to Rs 1,36,136, an increase of Rs 88,536.

= In Level 9, the basic pay of Rs 53,100 is expected to
be increased to Rs 1,51,866, a raise of Rs 98,766.

= In Level 10, Rs 56,100 basic pay is likely to be raised

to Rs 1,60,446, an increase of Rs 1,04,346.

rent allowance (HRA), and
transport allowance, besides
other benefits, were added
to Rs 18,000 basic pay,
the total salary stood at Rs

employees. When dearness 36,020 under the 7th Pay
allowance (DA), house Commission. Reports suggest
I =

that the fitment factor could
rise to 2.86, which will raise
the basic pay in Level 1 from
Rs 18,000 to Rs 51,480.
Accordingly, at all 10 levels,
employees will see a revision
in salaries and pensions.

gathered at Sahso Chauraha
to return home but Maya
got separated due to jostling
by the huge crowd and
has been missing since.
We have not been able to
find her despite extensive
searches and inquiries, her
husband Janardhan Singh
shared. While for many
families their anxious wait
contiues, some have been
fortunate to reunite with
their loved ones. Among
them is Renu Lata Nandi
from Odisha 's Kendrapara
who had been missing
since Tuesday night after
taking a dip in the Ganga.
‘My mother got separated
from our group after the
bath. We were extremely
worried, especially after
hearing about the stampede.
But today, a fellow villager
from our group of 26 people
found her in Sector 20. We
are all relieved,’ her son
Amar Kumar Nandi, said.
Aligarh resident Snehlata
(68) haad travelled to the
Maha Kumbh alone.
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AAP claims raid on Bhagwant Mann’s

Delhi residence, police deny charge

Agency: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Thursday
alleged that a team of Delhi

Police arrived at Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann's official residence,

Kapurthala House, in the
capital city to conduct a
raid. However, the Delhi
Police outrightly denied the
claims, asserting that no
such action had taken place.
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi
took to X and expressed her
outrage, accusing the Delhi
Police of unfairly targeting
an elected Chief Minister
while ignoring the alleged
malpractices by the BJP.
“Delhi Police has reached
to raid Bhagwant Mann's
house in Delhi. BJP people
are  openly  distributing
money, shoes, and sheets in
broad daylight — yet, that
goes unnoticed. Instead, they
choose to raid the residence
of an elected Chief Minister,”
Atishi posted. The senior
AAP leader also criticised
the BJP and asserted that
the people of Delhi would
respond to such actions
on February 5, the day of
the upcoming Assembly

elections in the city.
Dismissing the allegations,
Delhi Police clarified that
no raid was conducted on
Bhagwant Mann’s house.
Instead, a Delhi Police
official stated that a team
led by the Returning Officer
(DM, New Delhi) had
arrived at the Kapurthala
House to investigate a
complaint received via the
C-Vigil portal. The C-Vigil

portal allows people to
file complaints related to
election code violations,

which are then verified and
resolved within 100 hours.
“We were present only to
assist the DM, New Delhi,
who is also the Returning
Officer for the area. The
visit was in response to a
complaint, and there was
no raid conducted by the

Delhi Police,” a senior Delhi
Police official told India
Today TV. Meanwhile, DM,
New Delhi said that a team
of polling officials and Delhi
Police arrived at Kapurthala
House and actions were
taken in response to a
complaint regarding the
alleged  distribution  of
cash. “However, the team
is not being permitted by
the security personnel to
enter the premises to verify
the complaint,” the DM,
New Delhi stated. Notably,
Bhagwant Mann has been
in the national capital
campaigning for the Aam
Aadmi Party ahead of the
70-member Delhi Assembly
elections, scheduled to take
place on February 5, with the
results set to be announced
on February 8

India To Build Foundational
Model To Counter ChatGPT,
DeepSeek R1: Ashwini Vaishnaw

Agency: India on
Thursday outlined global
Al ambitions with plans to
build its own ‘foundational
model’ that could take on
the might of ChatGPT,
Deepseek R1 and others, as
it lined up “most affordable”
common compute facility
powered by 18,693 GPUs
to be used by startups and

researchers. India’s bold
move comes at a time
when Chinese company

DeepSeek has turned heads
after its Al model overtook
ChatGPT as the top-
ranked free app on Apple’s
appstore, challenging the
Al dominance concentrated
so far with the US firms,
particularly Silicon Valley
frontrunner Open Al IT
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
exuded confidence
that India will build a
foundational model that
is world-class, and that
it will be able to compete
with best models across the
globe. On Thursday, New
Delhi announced the next
steps in its Al blueprint,
among  them, 18,693
Graphics Processing Unit
or GPUs on offer by the
empanelled bidders (a list

that includes Jio Platforms,
CMS Computers, Tata
Communications, E2E

Networks,  Yotta  Data
Services, and others), and
start of Al safety institution,
with 8 projects approved
under it. The government
is also calling for proposals
to develop India’s own
foundational models that
would be aligned to Indian
context, Indian languages,

culture, basically where
datasets are “for our
country, of our country

and for our citizens” and
“biases are removed”. Put
simply, foundation models
in generative Al are large,
pre-trained models that
form the base for a variety
of Al applications. The
common compute facility
(powered by 18,693
GPUs) would be made
available at a fraction of
global cost benchmarks,
Vaishnaw  assured. The
compute facility will be
“most affordable” coming
significantly less than one
dollar (per GPU hour ) after
40 per cent cost borne by
the government. “‘Making
modern technology
accessible to everyone, that
is the economic thinking
of our PM... Ours is the
most affordable compute
facility, at this point of
time,” Vaishnaw said. The
Minister said there are at

least six major developers/
startups who would be able
to build foundational models
in the next 8-10 months at
the outer limit, and 4-6
months at a more optimistic
estimate. “Algorithmic
efficiency matters a lot,
it can deliver a model at
much lower cost and less
time than the world has
seen today,” the Minister
said, expressing optimism
that India will have a
“world class foundational
model” in the coming few
months. The government,
under the IndiaAl Mission,
had approved Rs 10,372
crore outlay to strengthen
India’s Al ecosystem - a
key pillar for that was
enabling 10,000 GPUs for
Al Compute Infrastructure.
The 18,693 GPUs would
offer large compute power
considering that Deepseek
was trained on 2,000 GPUs
and ChatGPT version 4
on 25,000 GPUs. On the
applications under India
Al mission, India’s focus

has been about utilising
the power of Artificial
Intelligence for solving

population-scale problems,
in areas such as healthcare,

education, agri, logistics,
weather forecasting and
others.

Salwan Momika, Iraqi man who burnt
Quran 1n 2023, shot dead 1n Sweden

Agency: An Iraqi
refugee and anti-Islam
campaigner was shot dead
in Sweden hours before he
was due to receive a court
verdict following a trial
over burning the Quran,
and five people were
arrested over the shooting
on Thursday. The five
were arrested in connection
with the incident late on
Wednesday and ordered
detained by a prosecutor,
Swedish police said on their
website. They did not say
if the shooter was among
those detained. Salwan
Momika, 38, was shot
in a house in the town of
Sodertalje near Stockholm,
public  broadcaster SVT
reported, citing unnamed
police sources. Momika had
burned copies of the Quran,
the Muslim holy book,
in public demonstrations
in 2023 against Islam.
A Stockholm court had
been due to sentence
Momika and another man

on Thursday in a criminal
trial over “offences of
agitation against an ethnic
or national group,” but said
the announcement of the
verdict had been postponed.
A police  spokesperson
confirmed a man was shot
dead in Sodertalje, but gave
no other details. The other
defendant in the same court
case was giving interviews
on Thursday and posted a
message on X, saying: ‘I'm
next”.

The Security Service said
that police were leading the
investigation but “we are
following the development
of events closely to see
what impact this may have
on Swedish security,” a
spokesperson told Agency.
Swedish media reported
that Momika was streaming
live on TikTok at the
time he was shot. A video
seen by Reuters showed
police picking up a phone
and ending a livestream
that appeared to be from

Momika’s TikTok account.
Sweden in 2023 raised its
terrorism alert to the second-
highest level and warned of
threats against Swedes at
home and abroad after the
Quran burnings, many of
them by Momika, outraged
Muslims  and  triggered
threats from jihadists. While
the Swedish government
condemned the wave of
Quran burnings in 2023,
it was initially regarded as
a protected form of free
speech. Sweden’s migration
agency in 2023 wanted to

Stokholmcaut

postponed ruling in
Salwan Momika’s case,
citing death of a defendant

deport Momika for giving
false information on his
residency application, but
couldn’t as he risked torture
and inhumane treatment in
Iraq. Burning the Quran
is seen by Muslims as a
blasphemous act because
they consider it the literal
word of God.



