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Sonia Gandhi Shocking Insult Of
President Murmu Sparks Controvery

Agency: A massive
controversy erupted after
former Congress President
Sonia  Gandhi  allegedly
insulted President Droupadi
Murmu calling her ‘poor
lady’, following the latter’s
joint address on the first day
of the Budget Session. Sonia
Gandhi's distasteful remark
for the President of India
shows Congress’ mindset.
Sonia Gandhi and the Indian
National Congress is in the
spotlight for its alleged
insult to the President of
India, Droupadi Murmu.
The former Congress Chief’s
remark towards President
Murmu, after her joint
address at the Parliament
Budget Session Day 1, on
camera has caused quite
a stir. While speaking to
the media, Sonia Gandhi
insulted President Murmu
“...The President
was getting very tired by

and said,

the end...She could hardly
speak, poor lady.” Sonia
Gandhi mocked the President
of India over her address
during the Parliament Joint
Session ahead of the Budget,
calling her ‘poor lady’.
Apart from Sonia Gandhi,
her son, Leader of Opposition
of Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi
also disrespected the
President of India and called
her boring. After President
Murmu's  joint  address,
Rahul Gandhi, while talking
to his mother on camera,
called the President’s speech
‘boring’ and that ‘she was
repeating the same things
again and again’. President
Droupadi Murmu on Friday
hailed the government for its
achievements in empowering
the poor, middle class and
women in the country.
Addressing the joint session
of the Parliament ahead
of the economic survey

the premdent said that the

government’s mantra s
“Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka  Vishwas, Sabka
Prayas”. Before starting her
address, the President paid
homage to former prime
minister Manmohan Singh

who passed away recently.
She also offered tributes
to the victims of the Maha
Kumbh  stampede.  “The
historic Mahakumbh is also
going on in the country.
Mahakumbh is a festival
of India’s cultural identity
and social enlightenment.
Crores of devotees have
already taken the holy dip
in Mahakumbh. 1 express
grief over the incident that
happened in the Mouni
Amavaasya. | pray for the
speedy recovery of the
injured.” During her address,
she said, “My government
believes in empowering the
country under the leadership

Motihari LND College Make
Waves In ngher Education

4$Sagar Suraj
MOTIHARI Laxmi

Narayan Dubey (LND)

college in Motihari has

secured a significant grant
of 10 crores from the PM
Usha yojna making waves
in the education sector in
Bihar. The grant is aiming
to implement the Gender
Inclusion and  Equality
Initiative Scheme in this
highly acclaimed unit of
BRA  Bihar university.
“This prestigious award is
a testament to the college’s
commitment to promoting
equality and inclusivity”,
said Rajesh Kumar
Principal of the institution.

He said that The grant
will be utilized to construct
a G+3 multipurpose
building, worth 5.5 crores.

The remaining amount
will be allocated towards
introducing various
vocational courses,
as financial literacy,
communication skills, and
computer literacy, as well
as upgrading laboratories
and installing smart boards.
Notably, LND College is
one of only five colleges
in Bihar to receive this
grant, which will enable it
to become a nodal college
in the district. The college
has also achieved a B grade
in the NAAC second cycle
evaluation .

such

Principal Prof. (Dr.)
Rajesh Kumar Sinha
expressed satisfaction with
the NAAC evaluation,
highlighting the college’s
progress despite a low
student-teacher ratio.

No Opening Ceremony
or Captain’s Photoshoot
For Champions Trophy

Agency: In what could

be labelled as a major
setback for Pakistan
, reports suggest that

there will be no Opening
Ceremony or Captain’s
Photoshoot ahead of CT
2025. This surely comes
as a jolt for the country
who were looking forward
to hosting a grand opening
ceremony. But, why has the
photoshoot and Opening
ceremony called off? Is the
tensions between India and
Pakistan the reason behind
it? No, that is not the
reason behind the call-off.
As per reports, Australia
and England would reach
Pakistan late and that is
being seen as the reason
for the call-off. England
and Australia are also set to
skip their warm-up games
before the marquee event.
“Traditional pre-tournament
events, including the press
conference featuring all eight
captains and the official
photo shoot in Karachi,
have also been cancelled.
Indian captain Rohit Sharma

/S

. -
GHAN:IONS

TROPHY TOUR

will not be travelling to
Karachi for the captains’
conference, dispelling earlier
speculations from Indian
media,” the by Geo TV
report claimed. Amid rising
concerns over the readiness
of Champions Trophy venues
in the country, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has
said that the iconic Gaddafi
Stadium here would be
handed over to the ICC on
February 11, little over a
week before the start of the
ODI showpiece. A Pakistan
Cricket Board source told
PTI that the stadium will
be handed over to the
International Cricket Council
(1cC), “for branding and
other stuff on February 11”
after Pakistan’s tri-series
against New Zealand and
South Africa.
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The college plans to
introduce postgraduate
and professional courses
in various subjects in the

coming years. On this
occasion, Dr. Subodh
Kumar, Dr. Durbadal
Bhattacharya, Prof.
Durgesh  Mani  Tiwari,
Dr. Deepak Kumar, Dr.
Rakesh Ranjan Kumar,

Dr. Kumar Rakesh Ranjan,

Prof. Arvind Kumar,
Dr. Prabhakar Kumar,
Dr. Raviranjan  Singh,
Dr. Anita Kumari, Dr.
Kavita Kumari, Principal
Assistant  Rajiv Kumar,
Kamesh  Bhushan, Dr.
Bhuvaneshwar Singh,
Sanjeev  Kishore, Mani
Bhushan, Amit Kumar,

Akhilesh Kumar, Ashutosh
Kumar, Alok Pandey etc.
were present

of women.” “The third term of
the government is witnessing
work at thrice the speed of
previous administrations.
The government has taken
big decisions on issues such
as Waqf boards and One
Nation, One Election, My
government  believes  in
women-led development in
the country.

The government aims
to have 3 crore ‘Lakhpati
didi’,” President Murmu
added. “Today, India is

making its presence felt as

a major global player in the
field of digital technology...
Developed nations of the

world are also impressed
with the success of India’s
UPI transactions system, My
Government has used digital
technology as a tool for
social justice and equality,”
she further said. “Our aim
is to make India a global

innovation powerhouse.
In the area of artificial
intelligence, India Al
Mission has been started,”

the President emphasised.
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Khalistani Terrorists Incited Manipur
Christians To Secede: Centre

Agency: A banned
Khalistani organisation
headed by Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, who was designated
as a terrorist by India in
July 2020, incited Muslims,
Tamils and Christians from

Manipur to secede from
India, a background note
from intelligence agencies

which formed part of a Home
Ministry tribunal order has
said. The banned organisation
Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) also
planned terror activities that
include threats to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah and
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval, the background note
said in the tribunal order, which
the government published in a
gazette notification extending
the ban on SFEJ for another five
years.

“Dividing  people  on
communal lines by provoking
minority communities against
the other communities has
become a major tool for SFJ
to push up its anti-India

agenda. SFJ have been inciting
the Christian community in
Manipur to raise their voices for
a ‘separate country’, the people
of Tamil Nadu to raise flags of
‘Dravidstan’ and have been
stoking Muslim sentiments by
raising the bogey of ‘minority
persecution’ and  exhorted
Muslims of India to carve out
a separate Urduistan’,” the
note prepared by intelligence
agencies said.

“Further, SFJ urged the
Dalits of India to extend

support for its secessionist
exercise, citing their
‘ . .

persecution’ in the hands

of the Indian government.
SFJ has also been involved
in provoking the farmers of
Punjab and Haryana over farm
bills,” it said. The valley-
dominant Meitei community
and over a dozen distinct tribes
collectively known as Kuki,
who are dominant in some hill
areas of the state that shares an
open border with Myanmar,
have been fighting since
May 2023 over a range of

issues such as land rights and
political representation. Major
border fencing work started
only recently. A majority of
the Meiteis are Hindus, while
some are Christians and Meitei
Pangals (Muslims ). The Kuki
tribes are Christians. Other
major tribes such as the Nagas
are also Christians. The Naga
insurgent group NSCN(IM)
has been in talks with the
Centre for a long time. Of
the 39 terrorist organisations
banned by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), eight
are Meitei outfits from Manipur
such as the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) and the Kanglei
Yaol Kanba Lup (KYKL).
The general category Meiteis
want to be included under the
Scheduled Tribes category,
while the Kukis whose kindred
tribes live in neighbouring
Myanmar's Chin State and
Mizoram, want a separate
administration carved out of
Manipur, citing discrimination
and unequal share of resources
and power with the Meiteis.

GDP Growth At 6.3-6.8%, Inflation To
Stay Under Control: Economic Survey

Highlights from the Economic Survey
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Agency: India is expected
to record GDP growth of
6.3-6.8 per cent in the
financial year 2025-26,
said the Economic Survey
tabled in Parliament on
Friday. This is in line with
the International Monetary
Fund’'s projection of the
growth rate at 6.5 per cent
between FY26 and FY27.
As per the first advance
estimates of national
accounts, India’s real GDP
is estimated to grow by 6.4
per cent in FY25. Growth in
the first half of FY25 was
supported by agriculture and
services, with rural demand
improving on the back of
record Kharif production
and favourable agricultural
conditions. According to the
Economic Survey tabled by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, India displayed
steady economic  growth
despite global headwinds
The survey stated that the
manufacturing sector faced

pressures due to weak
global demand and domestic
seasonal conditions. Private
remained

steady

it said.

consumption

stable, reflecting
domestic demand,
Also, fiscal discipline
and strong external
balance supported by a
services  trade surplus
and  healthy remittance
growth  contributed  to
macroeconomic stability.
Together, these  factors
provided a solid foundation
for sustained growth amid
external uncertainties, the
survey  said.The survey
highlighted  that India’s
economic  prospects  for
FY26 are balanced. Rural
demand backed by a rebound
in agricultural production,
an anticipated easing of food
inflation and a stable macro-
economic environment
provide an upside to near-
term growth. Overall,
India will need to improve
its global competitiveness

» Fundamentals of Indian economy
remain robust with strong
external account and stable private

consumption.

»Food inflation likely to soften in
Q4 FY25 with seasonal easing of
vegetable prices, Kharif harvest

arrivals.

»India’s economic prospects for FY26
balanced. Headwinds to growth
include elevated geopolitical, trade

uncertainties.

»Navigating global headwinds will
require strategic, prudent policy
management and reinforcing
domestic fundamentals.

»India needs to improve global
competitiveness through grassroots-
level structural reforms, and de-
regulations, says Survey.

through grassroots-level
structural ~ reforms  and
deregulation to reinforce

its medium-term growth
potential. Headwinds to
growth include elevated
geopolitical and  trade
uncertainties and possible
commodity price shocks.
Domestically, the
translation of order books
of private capital goods

pose risk.

»Inflation risk from higher
commodity prices seems limited
in FY26, geopolitical tensions still

»Lack of appropriate governance
framework for Al may lead to
potential abuse or misuse of
technology.

»Economic Survey says insolvency
law’s deterrent effect has led
thousands of debtors resolving

distress in early stages.

market.

»Entry costs, information
asymmetry must be addressed to
boost liquidity in corporate bond

»Rupee depreciation in 2024 mainly
due to strong US dollar amid
geopolitical tensions, uncertainty

around US election.

sector into sustained
investment pick-up,
improvements in consumer
confidence, and corporate
wage pick-up will be key
to promoting growth, it
said. The survey suggested
that  navigating  global
headwinds would require
strategic  and  prudent
policy management and
reinforcing the domestic

fundamentals.Earlier,  the
Budget session of Parliament
commenced with President
Murmu addressing the joint
sitting of the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha.The
government  has  listed
16 draft legislations for
consideration, including a
Bill to regulate immigration
and another to amend the
Wagqf Act of 1995.

No spark from foreign lands: PM Modi takes dlg at Opp0s1t10n

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
took a swipe at the
Opposition over lack of any
“spark from foreign lands”
on the eve of a Parliament
session for the first time in
a decade. “This is the first
time in over ten years that
I have been here and that
there has been no spark
of any kind from foreign
shores on the eve of our

Parliament session. There
has been no attempt at
shararat, no foreign
conspiracy,” said the prime
minister in his customary
address on the eve of the

any

budget session of Parliament
commencing today. He was
referring to a range of issues
the Opposition has raised
in the past on the eve of
Parliament sessions -- most
lately the now-shut US

short-seller ~ Hindenburg's
allegations of stock
manipulation against Indian
industrialist Gautam Adani
and earlier, the Pegasus
surveillance software issue
and much earlier the Rafale
deal with France. The Prime
Minister said this is the first
time no spark of conspiracy
has erupted from any nook
or corner of any foreign
land. The PM also said the

EC team reaches Mann’s Delhi house
distribution’ complaint

after ‘cash

Agency: A major
controversy  erupted  on
Thursday when the Election
Commission’s Flying Squad
Team (FST) along with
the Delhi Police reached
Kapurthala ~ House,  the
residence of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann here, after
it was alerted about alleged
distribution of cash from
there. However, officials
present there did not allow the
team to enter the CM’s house
following which the Returning
Officer of the New Delhi
constituency, OP Pandey, also
reached the spot to speak to
Punjab Government officials

about the matter. According
to officials, the Returning
Officer had received a
complaint  regarding  the
alleged distribution of cash
at Kapurthala House, which
falls under the jurisdiction
of the New Delhi Assembly
constituency. The complaint
was received via the cVIGIL
app, a platform where any
citizen can report alleged
violations of the model code
of conduct. “As per the
standard protocol, the FST of
the New Delhi constituency,
stationed nearby was assigned
the task by the control room to
investigate the complaint and

close it by taking appropriate
action within the stipulated
100-minute  time-frame,”
an official told The Tribune.
On getting the complaint, the
FST reached the Kapurthala
House. However, the team
was not permitted by the
security personnel to enter
the premises to verify the
complaint. Later, the FST filed
a complaint with the police
regarding ~ non-compliance
of the procedure. The
development led to another
political showdown with AAP
leaders attacking the BIJP
for EC’s action and calling
it a political witch-hunt.

Budget session would lay
the ground to give wings
to Indian dreams of Viksit
Bharat.He also urged the
Indian youth to participate
in the journey of Viksit
Bharat by 2047 recalling
the contribution of the
youth in the Indian freedom
movement. The PM added
there was no attempt to
create any mischief this
time.

Not able to attend Budget session, MP
Rashid to go on hunger strike from today

Agency: Jailed Lok Sabha
MP and Awami Ittehad Party
chief Sheikh Abdul Rashid,
popularly known as Engineer
Rashid, will begin a hunger
strike inside Tihar Jail to
protest against being denied
permission to attend the
Budget session of Parliament,
which begins on Friday. In a
letter addressed to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Rashid
stated that he would start
his hunger strike on the first
day of the Budget session. ‘T
request you to intervene and
ensure that [ am able to attend
the upcoming Budget session.
If that does not happen, I

&
«

have no option but to wake
and shake the conscience of
140 crore Indians and the
institutions of this country,”
Rashid wrote. He further
stated, “I will go on a
hunger strike from January
31 to remind everyone
that my people cannot be
deprived any longer of their
legitimate political rights—
both inside and outside
Parliament.” Rashid’s party
recently announced that
they have moved the Delhi
High Court seeking bail for
the Baramulla MP, who is
in jail in connection with
a terror-funding case. In

his letter, Rashid described
it as “unfortunate” that
despite receiving official
communication from the
Lok Sabha Secretariat
regarding the President’s
order to convene the session,
he has not been allowed to
attend even a single day. He
argued that this effectively
leaves 40% of Kashmir's
population,  spread  over
four districts, without
representation in Parliament.
“Isn’t it strange, and a
mockery of democracy, to
invite me to attend the House
but then not actually allow
me to do so?”



