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PM's invite never discussed: Jaishankaron ,,,

Rahul Gandhi's ‘Trump coronation’ jibe

Agency: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has
hit back at Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, dismissing
his claim that the Indian
government sent him
to the US to secure an
invitation for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to attend
Donald Trump's swearing-
in ceremony. Dismissing
the Congress MP'’s claims,
Jaishankar  accused  the
Leader of Opposition of
making  statements  that
tarnish India’s image
globally. He asserted that
no such invitation was ever
discussed during his 2024
visit to the US. “Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
deliberately spoke a

falsehood about my visit to
the US in December 2024. |
went to meet the Secretary of
State and NSA of the Biden
Administration. Also, to chair
a gathering of our Consuls
General. During my stay,
the incoming NSA-designate
met with me,” Jaishankar
said in his rebuttal. Gandhi,
while speaking in the Lok
Sabha during the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s
address, took a dig at the
government's economic
policies and alleged that
Jaishankar had to be sent to
the US to get an invitation
for PM Modi. “When we
talk to the United States, we
would not send the Foreign
Minister three-four times

Opposition stages walkout
in Rajya Sabha over Maha
Kumbh stampede

Agency: Opposition
parties walked out of the
Rajya Sabha on Monday
during zero hour after
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
refused to entertain notices
given by Opposition members
to discuss the Kumbh
tragedy. Seven members,
including Pramod Tiwari
and Digvijaya Singh of the
Congress, Sagarika Ghosh
of  Trinamool  Congress,
Ramji Lal Suman of the
Samajwadi Party and John
Britas of the CPI(M), gave
notice for adjournment of
the House under Rule 267 to
discuss the issue of deaths of
pilgrims in a stampede at the
Maha Kumbh at Prayagraaj.
Randeep Singh Surjewala
of the Congress gave a

notice for adjournment of
the proceedings to discuss
incidents of display of
disrespect directed at
the Constitution and BR
Ambedkar taking place
across the country. P Sandosh
Kumar of the CPI gave
notice for adjournment of the
House to discuss the issue of
the alleged casteist remarks
made by Union Minister
of State for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Suresh Gopi.
The notices were turned
down by Dhankhar saying
they did not conform to the
guidelines prescribed. The
refusal by the Chairman to
admit the notices prompted
the Opposition members
to troop to the Well of the
House and raise slogans.

to get an invitation for our
Prime Minister because if
we had a production system,
and we were working on
these  technologies, the
US President would come
here and invite the Prime
Minister,” he said. His
remarks triggered a sharp
response from Jaishankar,
who dismissed the claim as
false and accused the Leader
of Opposition of harming
India's global image. He
asserted that no discussion
about an invitation to PM
Modi ever took place and
pointed out that the Prime
Minister does not attend
such events. “It is common
knowledge that PM
does not attend such events.

our

In fact, India is generally
represented by  Special
Envoys,” he clarified.
Jaishankar further accused
Gandhi of making misleading
statements  for  political
advantage,  saying  that
such remarks harm India’s
standing on the global stage.
“Rahul Gandhi's lies may be
intended politically. But they
damage the nation abroad,”
he stated. Responding to
Rahul Gandhi’s statements
in the Lok Sabha, Union
the Raebareli MP to furnish
proof of his remarks. “The
Leader of the Opposition
cannot make such serious,
unsubstantiated  statements.
This is about the relationship

a Dr. S. Jaishankar

X

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi deliberately spoke a falsehood about

my visit to the US in December 2024.

| went to meet the Secretary of State and NSA of the Biden
Administration. Also to chair a gathering of our Consuls General. During
my stay, the incoming NSA-designate met with me.

At no stage was an invitation in respect of the PM discussed. Itis
common knowledge that our PM does not attend such events. In fact,
India is generally represented by Special Envoys.

Rahul Gandhi’s lies may be intended politically. But they damage the

nation abroad.

between two countries. He is
making unverified statements
about the invitation of our
Prime Minister. He should
be responsible. If the Leader
of the Opposition has the
information, he must tell the
House who has told him that

Big Budget Relief For Senior Citizens: Tax-Free

Agency: Income Tax
Slabs Union Budget 2025
For Senior Citizens:
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman stated that the
limit for tax deduction on
interest for senior citizens
is being doubled from the
present Rs 50,000 to Rs
1 lakh. This revision aims
to provide greater relief to
depositors by reducing the
tax deducted at source on
interest income, thereby
ensuring higher take-home
earnings for individuals,
especially senior citizens
and small depositors. The
enhanced TDS thresholds
will apply from Financial
Year 2025-26 i..e April 1,

benefiting senior citizens
investing in SCSS and
bank/post  office  fixed

deposits. Notably, the SCSS
and fixed deposit schemes
offered by banks and post
offices are very popular
among senior citizens. The
enhanced TDS thresholds
will apply from Financial
Year 2025-26 i..e April 1,

benefiting senior citizens
investing in SCSS and
bank/post  office  fixed

Interest Income Limit Raised To Rs 1 Lakh

deposits. Notably, the SCSS
and fixed deposit schemes
offered by banks and post
offices are very popular
among senior citizens. As
per the budget documents,
the senior citizens will not
face TDS on interest income
from bank and post office
deposits if it remains below
1 lakh per year.

‘Qmrit Snan’ at Mabha Kumbl

Agency: Millions of
people from across the globe
converged at the Sangam
from break of dawn on
Monday for the third grand
‘Amrit Snan’ of the Maha
Kumbh, which proceeded
smoothly on the occasion
of Basant Panchami. The
bathing  ritual  assumed
special significance as it
came days after a stampede
during the previous ‘Amrit
Snan’ on Mauni Amavasya
(January 29) killed at
least 30 people and left 60
injured. Unlike the Mauni
Amavasya dip on January
29 when crowd pressure
built up at the Sangam
Nose, many devotees this
time were seen taking bath

at different ghats as the
Uttar Pradesh government,
shaken by the deadly
stampede, adopted a “zero
errors” approach. easures in
the Sangam area, with Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
monitoring the situation
from his official residence
in Lucknow since 3.30 am,
officials said. DIG (Maha
Kumbh) Vaibhav Krishna
told PTI Videos that in
light of the January 29
stampede, additional force
has been deployed at the
pressure points for crowd
management. “Everything
is running smoothly today,”
he said during a pre-dawn
patrolling in the Mela area.

Later in the morning, the
DIG and some other senior
officers went around the
Mela area on horseback to
assess crowd management.
“Our crowd management
has been good today, which
is visible. No untoward
incident has been reported
from anywhere. Additional
deployment has been made
at the pressure points. The
Amrit Snan is progressing
smoothly as per order,”
Krishna said. By 10 am,
over 81.24 lakh devotees
had taken dip in the Sangam,
the state government said,
adding that it expects a
footfall of around five crore
pilgrims on Monday alone.

contimues without a hitch

the Foreign Minister visited
for this purpose.” Notably,
S Jaishankar represented
India at Donald Trump's
inauguration on January 20.
He was seated in the first
row during the ceremony in
the Capitol Rotunda.
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‘Won’t Renew’: Panama
draws From China’s Belt And

Road Deal Amid US Pressure

Agency: José Raul
Mulino, President of Panama
has announced that the
Country “will not renew” its
participation in China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI)
after a meeting US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio on Sunday,
this comes as a signal of shift in
its diplomatic alignment under
the pressure of US influence.
According to a report, President
Jos¢ Raul Mulino said that
Panama “will not renew” the
broad agreement with China
that had previously led to
increased Chinese investment
in the country as part of China’s
Belt and Road initiative during
past administrations. Mulino
said that the agreement is
up for renewal in one to two
years, and his government will
consider terminating it sooner.

“We'll study the possibility of
terminating it early,” he said.
The decision to withdraw from
the BRI comes in response to
increasing US concerns about
China’s expanding influence in
the region, especially near the
Panama Canal. After meeting
with Mulino, Rubio said that
the United States “cannot, and
will not, allow the Chinese
Communist Party to continue
with its effective and growing
control over the Panama Canal
area.” Marco Rubio began his
first foreign trip as America’s
top diplomat with a meeting
with Panama’s President José
Raul Mulino on Sunday. This
marks the opening of a trip
aimed at strengthening relations
in the face of increased pressure
from President Donald Trump
on the US’ neighbors and allies.

They Stop Students in Class 9
If Their Results Are Bad- PM
Modi’s Big Charge on AAP

Agency: Coming down
heavily on Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
alleged that it was promoting
only those students to Class
10 who were certain to pass
the board exams in order
to protect its image. In an
interaction with students,
PM Modi revealed that
he had heard that Delhi's
government was not allowing
students who performed
poorly in Class 9 to progress
to Class 10. “They only allow
those students in Class 10
who are guaranteed to clear
the exam. They fear that
if the results are poor, the

Mild
earthquake
of 3.4
magnitude

Strikes Kullu

Agency: A mild
earthquake of 3.4 magnitude
struck the Kullu region

early on Monday morning,
according to the National
Seismological Centre. The
earthquake occurred at
6:50 am, with its epicentre
located at latitude 31.76 and
longitude 77.49, at a depth
of 5 km. The event has been
reviewed and classified
as a “minor” earthquake,
and no reports of loss
of life or property have
been received. The local
authorities have not issued
any immediate warnings
and the situation remains
under control. Residents
of Kullu experienced mild
tremors but no significant
damages or disruptions
were reported.

image of their government
will be tarnished,” PM Modi
said. The short video of his
remarks was shared widely by
BJP leaders on social media.
BJP leaders accused the AAP
government of compromising
students’ futures to give the

appearance of success in its
education system. As the

Delhi  Assembly elections
approach, with voting set
for February 5 and results
on February 8, the battle
between AAP, BJP, and
Congress heats up.

Delhi left behind as
AAP kept fighting with

"
-

Agency: BJP leader Amit
Shah on Monday said states
with a double-engine BJP
government had progressed
in the last 10 years, but Delhi
had been left behind because
the Aam Aadmi Party kept
making excuses and fighting
with the Centre. Speaking
at a public meeting in
Jangpura, Shah called AAP
chief Arvind Kejriwal and
his deputy Manish Sisodia
“bade miyan and chhote
miyan” and accused them
of “looting” Delhi. “States
having a double-engine BJP
government have progressed
in the last 10 years. Delhi
has been left behind, they
keep making excuses and
fighting with the Centre

Centre:

like a cry-baby,” the Union

mit hah

- mE

v,
Home Minister said. Firing a
fresh salvo at Sisodia, who
is contesting from Jangpura
against BJP’s  Tarvinder
Singh Marwah, Shah said he
is the only education minister
in the country who went
to jail in connection with a
liquor scam. He alleged that
Kejriwal lied to the people
of Delhi and gave them only
garbage, toxic water and
corruption. “’Bade miyan
and chhote miyan’ looted
Delhi after making false
promises. They are both
going to lose the elections,”
he said. Shah claimed that
the BJP is the only party that
can transform Delhi into a
world-class capital city.

Praggnanandhaa beats Gukesh
to clinch Tata Chess title

Agency: The Indian
juggernaut in international
chess remained unstoppable
as Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa fought
through  exhaustion and
nerves to defeat world
champion D Gukesh in
a clash of compatriots to
clinch the Tata Steel Masters
title for the first time in
his prolific career. The
bespectacled 19-year-old
from Chennai, a city that has
become the cradle of Indian
chess, came from behind
to upstage the 18-year-old

4

world number three 2-1 in
the tiebreaker of the event's
87th edition here on Sunday.
This was after both players
ended up tied on 8.5 points
after losing their 13th-
round games. While Gukesh
lost to fellow Indian Arjun
Erigaisi,  Praggnanandhaa
went down to Vincent
Keymer of Germany. In the
tie-breaker, there was huge
drama typical of two young
players looking to win each
and every game they played
in the tournament as they
played the tie-break.

One Dead After
Gunfire at UN
Office in Kabul

A person has been
killed and another left
injured after a shooting

at a United Nations
compound in Kabul,
the United Nations
Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan (UNAMA )
said in a statement on
Monday. The incident
involved Taliban guards,
and an investigation is
currently underway, the
statement added.




