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PM Modi takes holy dip in

Sangam at Maha Kumbh

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
visited Prayagraj, where he
took a holy dip at Prayagraj's

Triveni Sangam on the
auspicious occasions of Magh
Ashtami and Bhishma

Ashtami. Dressed in a saffron
sweatshirt and tracksuit, PM
Modi offered prayer at Triveni
Sangam holding rudraksha
beads,  chanting  sanskit
mantras, before offering aarti
wearing a navy blue kurta,
black jacket and a Himachali
woollen cap. After performing
the ritual bath, PM Modi is on
his way to address a gathering

of saints from several akharas
and talk about nation-building,
according to sources. Earlier,
PM Modi was seen taking
a boat ride along with Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath from Areal Ghat
to Maha Kumbh, where he
will take a dip at the Sangam
Ghat at around 11:30 am. PM
Modi arrived at Prayagraj
Airport at 10:05 am before
proceeding to Areal Ghat
at 10:45 am. Meanwhile,
Union Minister Kiren Rijiju
took a holy dip at the Triveni
Sangam, the confluence of

US military plane carrying 104 illegal
Indian immigrants lands in Amritsar

Agency: A US military
plane carrying 104 illegal
Indian immigrants, including
13 children, landed in
Amritsar  on  Wednesday
amid  President  Donald
Trump’s  crackdown on
undocumented  aliens in
America. This is the first
time that Indian illegal
immigrants  have  been
deported from the US as part
of the massive crackdown
that Trump launched on his
first day in office on January
20. The C-17 US military
aircraft, which took off from
San Antonio, Texas, landed
at the Sri Guru Ram Dass
Jee International Airport at
1.59 pm. Police and civil
administration officials were
present to receive the 104
individuals comprising 79
men and 25 women. Of the
104 illegal immigrants, 33
each are from Haryana and
Gujarat; 30 from Punjab;
three each from Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh; and two
from Chandigarh. According
to sources, most of the
deported individuals were
caught at the US-Mexico
border. The deportees are not

offenders in India, as they
might have used the legal
route to leave the country,
but tried entering the US via
the illegal “donkey” route,
they said. There is also no
ground for arrest as they
have not violated Indian
laws. The sources added
that if their passports were
not available, they could be
identified using biometrics.
Earlier reports said that there
were some 200 Indians on
board the military aircraft,
but it was confirmed later
that there were only 104.
The state’'s NRI Affairs
Minister ~Kuldeep Singh
Dhaliwal said that the 104
Indians who have landed are
doing well. “They had food
upon landing. They are safe
and sound,” Dhaliwal said.
He further sought the Union
government's  intervention
in this matter and urged PM
Modi to hold talks with US
President Donald Trump.
The Union government must
intervene in this... PM Modi
has been saying that Trump
is his friend, so PM Modi
must take the issue up with
the American President,”

Finance Ministry Warns
Employees Against Use of
ChatGPT, DeepSeek R1

Agency: The Ministry
of Finance has asked its
employees to avoid using
Al tools including ChatGPT
and DeepSeek for official
purposes, citing risks posed
to the confidentiality of
government documents and
data, an internal department
advisory showed. “It has been
determined that Al tools and
Al apps (such as ChatGPT,
DeepSeek etc.) in the office
computers and devices pose
risks for confidentiality of
(government) data and
documents,” said the advisory
by the finance ministry
dated January 29. Three
finance ministry officials told
Reuters that the note was
genuine and the note was
issued internally this week.
Countries like Australia and
Italy have placed similar
restrictions on the use
of DeepSeek, citing data
security risks. Reports of the
advisory surfaced on social
media on Tuesday, ahead of
a scheduled visit to India by
OpenAl chief Sam Altman on

Wednesday, when he is also
due to meet the IT minister.
The advisory comes days
after IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said DeepSeek R1,
built by a Chinese company
called DeepSeek, will soon
be hosted on Indian servers
to address data privacy
concerns. “The good thing
is that Deepseek is an open-
source model, and we are very
soon going to host DeepSeek
on Indian servers, the way
we have hosted Llama (large
language  model/generative
Al model developed by Meta
AI) on India servers,” said
Vaishnaw. He added that
every app or system that
needs to be evaluated for
its data privacy policy and
assessed on data security
parameters will be tested,
based on which a decision

will be taken. “Everything
that is open source can
be taken and hosted on

our server so data privacy
parameters can be addressed,
and that we are going to do

” .. .
soon, the minister said.

Dhaliwal said. “It is sad that
such deportation is taking
place,” he said. Dhaliwal
had earlier said that he
would meet External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar next
week to discuss the issue as
he was disappointed over the

US government’s decision
to deport the immigrants.
Dhaliwal said these

individuals, who contributed
to the country’s economy,
should have been granted
permanent residency instead
of being deported. He also
claimed that many Indians
entered the US on work
permits, but due to their
expiration, they became illegal
immigrants. Meanwhile,
Shashi Kant, the former DGP
of Punjab, also slammed
the deportation, calling it
a “shrewd political move”.
Trump has pledged to carry
out the largest deportation
in American history, and the
US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) has
compiled an initial list of
nearly 18,000 undocumented
Indian nationals, among 1.5
million individuals marked
for deportation.

Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati
rivers. Posting a video on X,
Rijiju said, “Maha Kumbh
comes once in 144 years i.e.
once in many generations. No
one should do politics on such
a historic religious moment. [
am fortunate that I took a dip
in the holy Triveni Sangam.
Please everyone follow the
guidelines as the total number
of people coming to Maha
Kumbh is unprecedented and
unimaginable.” February 5
assumes a special significance
in the Hindu calendar as many
observe Magh Ashtami and

Bhishma

Ashtami.  Today
with  Gupt
auspicious

many

also coincides
Navraratri, an
occasion where

devotees engage in fasting and
meditative activities. As of
10 am, over 10 lakh devotees
have already taken a dip today.
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Fresh snow in Himachal
tourist destinations; Met
issues thunderstorm warning

Agency: Fresh snow was
recorded in the higher reaches
of Himachal Pradesh, with the
Met office issuing a ‘yellow’
alert for thunderstorm and
lightning in some districts on
Wednesday. Isolated places
in Shimla, Kullu, Kinnaur,
Lahaul and  Spiti, and
Chamba districts received
snow, according to the Met
office. Snowfall was also
recorded in the famous tourist
resort towns of Narkanda
and Kufri in Shimla district,
Dalhousie in Chamba, and
Manali and adjoining areas
in Kullu. There were also
reports of snowfall in parts
of Mandi district, including
Seraj, Prashar, Shikari and
Kamrunag. The snowfall
kindled hope among hoteliers
of an increase in tourist
footfall. It also brought
cheer among horticulturalists
worried by a dry spell
plaguing the state. Snow is
considered good for apple
cultivation. However, the
precipitation was insufficient
to bring the dry spell to
a complete stop. The Met
office said Kothi received
33 cm of snow, followed by
Gondla (11 c¢cm), Keylong
(9 cm), Kukumseri (8.3
cm), Bharmour (8 cm),
Manali (7.4 cm), Jot (6

cm), Kalpa (7.3 ¢cm), and
Shillaroo and  Khadrala
(5 cem each). Shimla
town received sleet while
adjoining Kufri received
4 cm of snow. Saloni was
the wettest place in the
state, receiving 44.3 mm
rainfall, followed by Kasol
(30 mm), Karsog (24.3
mm ), Bhuntar (21.4 mm),
Jogindernagar (19 mm),
Banjar (18.2 mm), Shimla
(16.2 mm) and Gohar
(16 mm). Thunderstorms
hit  Shimla, Jubbarhatti,
Kangra, Jot, Bhuntar,
Palampur and Sundernagar
while shallow fog was
observed in Bilaspur and
Mandi. The fresh snowfall
has made roads slippery at
several stretches and police
in Lahaul and Spiti have
asked commuters to avoid
unnecessary travel. The Met
office has issued a ‘yellow’
warning for thunderstorms
and lightning at isolated
places in Una, Bilapsur,
Hamirpur, Chamba, Kangra
and Solan on Wednesday.
It also cautioned of dense
fog at isolated places in
Una, Bilapsur and Mandi on
Thursday and Friday. A fresh
western disturbance is likely
to affect northwest India
from Saturday.

BJP comeback in Delhi after 27 years,
predlct. exit polls, big setback for AAP

Agency: The P,
reduced to just single dlglts in
the last two Delhi Assembly
elections, is likely to return
to the helm in the national
capital after a hiatus of 27
years, predicted a majority
of exit polls on Wednesday.
The predictions spell a big
setback for Arvind Kejriwal,
who stepped down as the
Chief Minister last year amid
corruption charges, and the
AAP, which was eyeing a
third term on the back of
consecutive near-sweeps in
the 2015 and 2020 polls.
The Congress, down and
out in Delhi since Sheila
Dikshit’s ‘golden era’, has
been best predicted to win
1-2 seats by the pollsters.
An average of five exit polls
shows that the BJP, coming
on the back of thumping
victories in Haryana and
Mabharashtra, is likely to
secure 39 seats, comfortably
above the halfway mark of
36. The AAP, battling a
10-year  anti-incumbency,
is likely to be reduced to

30 seats. However, past

elections have shown that
exit polls often get it wrong,
and the numbers predicted
by the pollsters must be
taken with a pinch of salt.
Among the pollsters, only
Mind Brink and WeePreside
have suggested a return of
the AAP in Delhi. While
Mind Brink has given the
AAP anywhere between
44—49 seats, WeePreside
has predicted 46—52 seats.
Matrize, however, predicted
a close contest in the national
capital. It has given 35—40
seats to the BJP and 32—-37
seats to the AAP. A party
needs to win atleast 36 seats
to stake claim to form the
government in Delhi, which
has 70 Assembly seats. A
majority of the exit polls
forecast a thumping win for
the BJP. While PMarq has
predicted anywhere between
39—49 seats for the BIP,
it has given AAP 21-31
seats. Times Now JVC has
forecast 39—45 seats for
the BJP and 22-31 seats
for the AAP. Among all the
pollsters, People’s Pulse has

Kangana Ranaut Receives ‘Final
Warning’ From Mumbai Court
In Javed Akhtar Defamation Case

Agency: According to
reports, Kangana Ranaut
failed to attend the session
due to  parliamentary
commitments. Her
advocate Rizwan Siddiquee
has reportedly informed
the same in Bandra
court. But, advocate Jay
K Bharadwaj who is
representing Javed Akhtar
has filed an application
requesting a non-bailable
warrant against the actress.
In the application, it has
been cited that the Queen
actress was absent from
around 40 key court dates.
The Magistrate has then
directed  Siddiquee to
respond to the application
formally and gave
Kangana ‘one last chance’
before going ahead with
the  warrant. Kangana
Ranaut’s legal tussle with
Javed Akhtar began in
2020, when the actress
spoke about an alleged
meeting with the veteran
lyricist from 2026 during a

televised interview. Akhtar

claimed that Ranaut
had tried to defame and
damage his “immaculate
reputation”  when  she
named him in connection
with actor Sushant Singh
Rajput’s death. Kangana
Ranaut in 2021 had filed
a counter-complaint for
criminal intimidation and
insult to modesty against
Javed Akhtar before a
magistrate’s She
cited a 2016 meeting with
the writer at his residence
in  Mumbai, where he
allegedly tried to intimidate
her into apologising to a

court.

L ol

co-star. Meanwhile on
the work front, Kangana
Ranaut was recently seen in
Emergency, which released
in theatres on January
17, 2025. The film was
appreciated by audience for
its acting skills. Emergency
starred Anupam Kher as
Jayaprakash Narayan,
Shreyas Talpade in the
role of a young Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, Milind
Soman as Field Marshal
Sam Manekshaw, Mahima
Choudhary as Pupul
Jayakar and the late Satish
Kaushik the role of

Jagjivan Ram.

in

given the most seats to the
BJP (51-60). It has forecast
10—19 seats for the AAP.
As the exit polls predicted a
favourable outcome for the
saffron party, BJP’s Delhi
unit chief Virendra Sachdeva
said “AAP-da (disaster)
is leaving” - a term coined
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to describe the AAP.
However, the AAP put up
a brave face, with leader
Reena Gupta stressing that
the party would “register a
historic victory”, and Arvind
Kejriwal would become the
Chief Minister for a fourth
time.

“You look at any exit poll
historically, AAP is always
given a smaller number of
seats, whether its 2013,
2015 or 2020. But whatever
is shown, AAP gets a lot
greater number of seats in
reality. AAP will register a
historic victory,” PTI quoted
Gupta as saying. An analysis
of the exit poll predictions
shows that the Congress
has likely dented the AAP’s
support base among Muslims

Delhi Assembly Polls 2025

and Dalits, thereby helping
the BJP. If the results hold
true, it also indicates BJP's
inroads among  jhuggi
clusters and unauthorised
colonies - the two pillars
that helped AAP win in 2015
and 2020. Besides, the BIP’s
and PM Modi’s vociferous
attacks on AAP over the
alleged liquor policy scam,
which saw several of its top
leaders being jailed, and the
“Sheesh Mahal” controversy
seem to have resonated
with the voters. The row
centres around allegations
that Kejriwal, when he was
the Chief Minister, spent
crores on luxurious fittings

to renovate his official

residence during the Covid
pandemic. Another factor
that might have helped the
BIP is last week's Budget,
which slashed income tax on
the salaried middle class - a
key vote block of the saffron
party. A win in Delhi for the
BJP will also have a ripple
effect in Bihar, which is
due for polls later this year.
Purvanchalis, a term loosely
used to define people from
eastern Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, make up one-third of
Delhi’s voters and the results
will shed light on the mood
of the voters in the eastern
state. It's now over to
February 8 for the counting
of the votes.

100,000 Organic Eggs Stolen From US
Grocer As Bird Flu Triggers Price Hike

Agency: In an unexpected

event, about 100, 000
organic eggs were stolen
by unknown thieves from
a single Pennsylvania

department store in the US,
amid a price hike due to bird
flu. As per reports, the cost
of the stolen eggs was worth
$40,000 which amounted to
around Rupees 34,88,460/-
According to the Pennsylvania
State Police, the eggs were
taken from the back of Pete &
Gerry's Organics distribution
trailer on Saturday, February
1 at 8:40 pm in Greencastle.
In a statement given to the
CBS News affiliate WHP-TV,
the egg producer revealed that
they are aware of the theft
and are working with local
law enforcement. The prices
of eggs have exponentially
soared, according to the
CBS News analysis of
Consumer Price Index data
from 2019 to 2024, it has
risen to 160% increase.
Avian influenza  subtype
A(HxNy) popularly known
as Bird Flu typically spreads
in birds but has the potential
to infect humans. The World

Health Organization (WHO)

states, “Human infections are
primarily acquired through
direct contact with infected

poultry or  contaminated
environments. While avian
influenza viruses do not

currently transmit easily from

person to person, the ongoing
circulation of these viruses in
poultry is concerning, as these
viruses can result in mild to
severe illness and death,
and also have the potential
to mutate to become more
contagious.”



