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487 more 1llegal Indian migrants to be
Government

deported from US soon:

Agency The central
government  on  Friday
announced that the
authorities in the United
States have identified
another 487 illegal Indian
migrants living in the

country, who are set to be
deported soon. Addressing
a press conference, Foreign
Secretary, Vikram Misri said
that America has notified
New Delhi about “487
presumed Indian nationals”
who have been issued
removal orders. “We've been
told there are 487 presumed
Indian citizens with final
removal  orders,”  Misri
said. The Foreign Secretary
also indicated that these
numbers could rise as more
details emerge, but specific
information regarding other
individuals has not yet
been provided by the US
authorities. The government
has verified the identities of
the 487 migrants currently
on the deportation list. A US

military aircraft carrying 104
deported migrants landed
in Amritsar on January 5,
marking the first large-
scale  deportation  under
President Donald Trump's
administration as part of a
crackdown against illegal
immigrants. The deportees,
who had attempted to enter
the United States through
unauthorised means, claimed
that their hands and legs
were cuffed throughout the
journey and that they were
unshackled only after landing
in Amritsar. On the issue
of “inhumane treatment”
of Indian citizens deported
by the US, Misri called it
a “valid concern” and said
that the Indian government
will raise the issue with
the US authorities. “The
description by the EAM
of the standard operating
procedure relating to the
use of restraints which has
been communicated to us by
US authorities including the

immigration and customs
enforcement. EAM attracted
attention to the fact that
these have been in practice

for a long period,” he
added. Recently, External
Affairs Minister (EAM)
S Jaishankar informed that
a total of 15,668 illegal
Indian immigrants have
been deported to India from
the US since 2009. Making
a statement in Rajya Sabha

Govt issues high risk warning for Android 12,
Android 13, Android 14 and Android 15 users

Agency: The Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology has issued a
warning for Android users,
citing multiple vulnerabilities
that are being reported. The
Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In),
working with the ministry,
reported that the Android
12 and later software have
been affected. The warning
claims that these users
could face a high-severity
cyberattack. The government
agency shares that these
multiple vulnerabilities on
Android are due to flaws
in the framework but, there
could also be faults in the
chipset components. It states,
“Multiple vulnerabilities have

been reported in Android
which could be exploited
by an attacker to obtain
sensitive information, gain
elevated privileges, execute
arbitrary code or cause denial
of service (DoS) conditions
on the targeted system.” This
warning is among the most
severe of security issues.
The agency explains that the
severity assessment is based
on the effect that exploiting
the  vulnerability = would
possibly have on an affected
device. Hence, CERT
advises Android 12, Android
13, Android 14, and Android
15 users to update their
devices to prevent any attack.
Keeping your software up
to date is a crucial step in

protecting your devices from
potential vulnerabilities, but
there are additional measures
you can take to enhance
security. Regularly check for
updates and enable automatic
updates whenever possible
to safeguard against newly
discovered threats. Avoid
clicking on suspicious links
or downloading unverified
apps, as these can serve as
entry points for malicious
attacks. Always install apps
from the official App Store
to reduce risk. Strengthen
your security by using
unique, robust passwords
for your Apple ID and other
accounts. Enable two-factor
authentication (2FA) for an
extra layer of protection.

Shah Rukh Khan and Farah Khan to
reunite for Main Hoon Na 2: Report

: Agency: Shah  Rukh
:Khan and Farah Khan are
éreportedly all set to reunite
i for Main Hoon Na 2. It is
: being said that the film is in
gdevelopment stage currently
§and the superstar has given
:his nod to it. According to
éa report in Pinkvilla, Shah
i Rukh Khan is quite close to
:Main Hoon Na, because it
was the first film to come out
: under Red Chillies banner. He
did not want to make a sequel
: for the sake of one, and loved

the idea that Farah Khan
presented. The report stated,
“Farah (Khan, director) has
cracked an idea for Main
Hoon Na 2, and Shah Rukh
has loved the route she plans
to take for the sequel. Farah
is presently working to crack
the screenplay with her team
of writers, as also the ones
working with Red Chillies.”
“SRK has asked Farah and
his in-house team of writers
to honestly work on the
screenplay and come up with

something that surpasses the :
impact of the first part. He is
expected to hear the first draft :
by mid-2025 and then take a :
call on the same. The script is
presently in the development§
stage,” the report further :
stated. Main Hoon Na was§
released in 2004. The film :
marked Farah Khan's debut :
as a director. Besides Shah§
Rukh Khan, it also featured§
Sushmita Sen, Zayed Khan :
as SRK's younger brother:
Laxman and Amrita Rao. :

Staff Threatened: Indian
consulate as politician
protests against denial of visa

Agency:  The  Indian
Consulate in Seattle on Friday
said that it faced a law and
order situation after certain
individuals tried to enter the
consulate premises without
authorisation  after  office
hours. While the consulate
did not explicitly mention
what the incident was about,
the statement suggested that
it was linked to protests
staged by Indian-American
politician Kshama Sawant over
a denial of a visa. “Today,
the Consulate was forced to
deal with a law and order
situation arising from the
unauthorised entry by certain
individuals into the Consulate
premises after office hours.
Despite  repeated  requests,
these individuals refused to
leave the Consulate premises
and engaged in aggressive and
threatening behaviour with the
Consulate staff,” the Consulate
General of India in Seattle
said in a post on X. Kshama
Sawant claimed that her Indian
visa was rejected thrice while
her husband, Calvin Priest,

was granted an emergency
visa to see her sick mother in
India. In a series of posts on
X, Sawant said that she and
members of Workers Strike
Back engaged in a “peaceful
civil disobedience” at the
Indian consulate, demanding
an explanation about why
her visa was rejected three
times. “My husband and I are
in Seattle Indian consulate.
They granted him emergency
visa for my mother being
very sick. But rejected mine,
literally saying my name is on
a “reject list.” And refusing to
give explanation why. We're
refusing to leave. They're
threatening to call the police on
us,” Sawant said in a series of
posts on X. “All we are asking
is an explanation. Why am I on
the reject list ? Why has my visa
been denied,” she can be heard
saying in the video. Kshama,
who has been a vocal critic of
the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) and the National
Register of Citizens (NRC),
said that the visa rejection was
politically motivated.

over the  mistreatment
of deportees, Jaishankar
asserted that the process
of deportation has been
ongoing for several years
and is not new. Jaishankar
said deportations by the US
are organised and executed
by the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE) authorities and
“the standard operating
procedure for deportations

by aircraft used by ICE
that is effective from 2012,
provides for the use of
restraints”. “However, we
have been informed by ICE
that women and children
are not restrained. Further,
the needs of deportees
during transit related to
food and other necessities,
including possible medical
emergencies are attended
to,” he informed the house.
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PM to visit US on February 12-
13, hold bilateral with Trump

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit
the United States on
February 12-13 for his first
meeting with “dear friend”
uUsS President Donald
Trump in his second term.
The wvisit, which will
happen within the first
month of Trump assuming
office, comes amid the US
President’s tariff threats to
India and the deportation of
illegal Indian immigrants.
Announcing  the  visit,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri  said, “PM Modi
would be amongst the first
few world leaders to visit
the United States following
the inauguration of Trump.
The fact that the Prime
Minister has been invited to
visit the US within barely
three weeks of the new
administration taking office
shows the importance of
the India-US partnership

and is also reflective of
the  bipartisan  support
that this partnership

enjoys in the US.” Trump
has already met Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and is slated
to hold talks with Japan's
Shigeru Ishiba this week
in Washington. The two
leaders, who shared warm
relations during Trump's
first term, held a phone
call last week, which both
sides called “productive”.
The two leaders discussed
immigration, security and
trade ties, the White House
said. PM Modi, referring to
Trump as his “dear friend”,
said the two leaders would
work together for the
“welfare of our people” and
“towards global peace”.
The eccentric Republican
leader had last year called
PM Modi a “great leader”,
but has also previously
described India as a “tariff
king” and a “big abuser”
of trade ties. The Trump
effect was already seen in
the Union Budget presented
by Nirmala Sitharaman

last week in which the
government slashed
duties on items primarily
exported by the US, such
as motorcycles (Harley-
Davidson) having engine
capacity below 1,600 cc.
Another primary focus of
PM Modi’s visit will likely
be immigration issues as it
comes on the backdrop of
104 illegal Indians being
deported by the US on
a military aircraft. The
issue led to a massive
uproar in Parliament, with
the opposition flagging
the “inhuman manner” in
which the Indians were
deported with handcuffs
and their legs chained.
The bonhomie between the
two leaders was on show
during Trump's first term
when he hosted the Prime
Minister for the ‘Howdy
Modi’ event in Houston.
PM Modi reciprocated by
holding a ‘Namaste Trump’
event in Ahmedabad during
Trump's visit to India.

Arvind Kejriwal gets anti-graft body s
notice: Submit proof of

Agency: The  Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
on Friday issued a notice to
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief  Arvind  Kejriwal,
seeking proofs to support
his allegations of bribery
against the BJP. The notice
pertains  to  Kejriwal's
claims regarding “Operation
Lotus”, in which he and
other AAP leaders accused
the BJP of attempting to
buy legislators. In its notice,
the ACB has asked the AAP
chief to submit the names of
the 16 AAP MLAs who were
allegedly approached by the
BJP with a Rs 15 crore bribe
to switch parties. The anti-
graft department has also
sought contact numbers and
other details of the persons
who contacted these AAP
MLAs. “Provide details of
the 16 AAP MLAs who
received phone calls related
to Dbribery offers. Share
details of the phone numbers/
persons who contacted the
above-mentioned MLAs
with bribery offers. Present
the evidence and proof that
substantiate  the  bribery
allegations made by you
and your party members on
various media/social media
platforms,” the notice read.
“Clarify why appropriate
legal action should not be
taken against individuals
spreading such information

on media/social media
platforms,  which  could
create fear and unrest among
the people of Delhi,” it
added.

Earlier in the day, a
high drama played out
outside Arvind Kejriwal's
residence after an Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
team was denied entry while
attempting to question the
AAP chief over bribery
charges he levelled against
the BJP. The development,
which comes a day before
counting of votes in Delhi,
took place as Delhi Lt
Governor VK Saxena
directed the ACB to probe

AAP’s “Operation Lotus”
charge against the BJP.
An advocate representing

Kejriwal said the ACB had
no authorisation to take
action. “They don't have
any documents. All this is
a conspiracy by the BJP to
create a political drama,”
he said. At the centre of
the row is AAP’s allegation
that the BIJP offered its
candidates Rs 15 crore in
order to switch sides. AAP
chief Arvind Kerjiwal earlier
claimed that 16 of the party’s
candidates were offered Rs
15 crore each and ministerial
positions if they switched
sides. The Lt Governor's
order on Friday came after
a complaint made by Delhi

BIJP Secretary ~ Vishnu
Mittal against the AAP's
allegations. “The allegations
levelled by Arvind Kejriwal
and Sanjay Singh are very
serious in nature and call
for serious and immediate
investigation,” Mittal said in
his letter to Saxena, adding
that the AAP leaders did
not furnish any proof or
evidence to substantiate
their claims. “The elections
concluded two days ago
and by spreading such false
and misleading information,
he is trying to create panic
and a situation of unrest
in Delhi,” the BJP leader
said and requested the Lt
Governor to deploy the ACB
to conduct a probe.

Soon after, Ashish
Kundra, Principal Secretary
to the Lt Governor, said
in a note that Saxena had
ordered the ACB to conduct
a probe into the allegations.
Speaking to reporters, AAP
leader Sanjay Singh later
said “the BJP only wants to
do drama, while we want
action into the allegations”.
“Let the ACB conduct their
inquiry. I am heading to the
ACB office with my lawyer
to lodge a complaint,” he
added. When asked by a
reporter about the BJP saying
that he had no evidence to
support his claim, the AAP
MP said, “T spoke about it

(allegations) in front of
the media yesterday. What
evidence are they asking
for? 1 mentioned a phone
number which made the
offer to the AAP candidates.
What other evidence do you
want?’ Sanjay Singh also
filed a complaint with the
ACB, sharing the details
of people who contacted
AAP candidates. In his
complaint, the AAP leader
provided mobile numbers of
the accused and informed
that Mukesh Ahlawat was
offered Rs 15 crore and a
ministerial position as an
inducement. AAP legal cell
head, Sanjeev Nasiar, while
speaking to India Today TV,
alleged that the ACB did
not have the required legal
notice to question Arvind
Kejriwal when it arrived
at his residence Clarifying
AAP’s stance, Nasiar
affirmed that they are
ready for the AAP chief’s
statement to be recorded,
but insisted that due
process must be followed
in accordance with the law.
“ACB itself admitted to not
having the legal notice in
their possession. There was
no legal notice inside the
yellow envelope presented
by the authorities. The
legal team will review the
sections under which the
statement is being sought

charge

once the official notice is
received. We are ready to get
Arvind Kejriwal's statement
recorded, but due process
needs to be followed,”
Nasiar said. Meanwhile,
sources have said that the
ACB has formed three teams
to probe the matter. While
Sanjay Singh's statement
is being recorded at the
agency's office, officials
will record Kejriwal and
AAP  Minister  Mukesh
Kumar Ahlawat's statements
at their residences. AAP's
charge against the BJP came
after exit polls revealed
the latter's return to the
capital city after a 27-year
hiatus. An average of five
exit polls showed that the
BJP is likely to secure 39
seats, comfortably above the
halfway mark of 36. The
AAP, eyeing a hat-trick, is
likely to be reduced to 30
seats. The Arvind Kejriwal-
led party, however, rejected
the exit polls, with AAP
leader Reena Gupta citing
the forecast in 2013, 2015
and 2020 to highlight that
they are not always right.
Delhi voted on Wednesday
in a fierce three-way battle
between the ruling AAP,
BJP and Congress. The total
voter turnout was 60.55%.
Counting of votes and
results will be declared on
Saturday

Why a troubled Nehru got Constitution amended to restrict free speech

Agency: It is impossible to
hand up urgent social changes
because the Constitution comes
in the way. We shall have to
find a remedy, even though
this might involve a change
in the Constitution,” wrote
an  exasperated  Jawaharlal
Nehru, India's first and then
Prime Minister, to the chief
ministers in early 1951. In the
early days of the Republic,
facing relentless attacks from
the RSS’s Organiser and Left's
Cross Roads, and seeing that
absolute freedom of speech
was creating an environment of
animosity, Nehru set about to
amend the Constitution for the
first time. It was Article 19 (1)
(a) that was in his crosshairs.
Article 19 (1) (a) of the Indian
Constitution, granted, and still
grants the freedom of speech and
expression to Indian citizens,
enabling them the liberty to
freely express their thoughts,
opinions, and ideas. A look at the
first amendment is particularly
interesting  because of the
political attacks and counter-
attacks on the bid to change
the Constitution and attempts
to curb freedom of speech. The
Congress, especially its leader

Rahul Gandhi, has been alleging
that the BJP-RSS was trying to
change the Constitution. It also
claims that freedom of speech
has taken a beating under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This
has drawn sharp rebuttals from
the BJP and its leaders. On
Thursday, PM Modi accused
the Congress governments of
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira
Gandhi of attacking freedom
of speech. He reminded the
Congress about the arrests of
lyricist Majrooh Sultanpuri in
1951 and actor Balraj Sahni in
1949, as well as the ban on Dev
Anand’s films on Doordarshan
during the Emergency. The
Constitution has been amended
over 100 times now. And the
first amendment was brought
about by the first prime minister,
Nehru. The other provision that
was also amended through the
first constitutional amendment
act was Article 31. This enabled
agrarian land reform. But in
this History of It article, we
will focus on the amendment
that put restrictions on freedom
of expression. The founding
fathers didn't have as much
time as they would have wanted
to, to debate and put together

the Constitution. Rights come
with guardrails and can’t be
unrestricted. Fundamental rights
enshrined in the Constitution,
including freedom of speech,
were absolute. Little did the
founding fathers, including
Nehru, know that unbridled
freedom would leave it open for
abuse and cause difficulty later.
An incident of February 8, 1950,
marked a decisive moment in
India’s constitutional history, as
the Bombay High Court struck
down the indefinite detention
of 28 alleged Communists
under the Bombay Public Safety
Measures Act, affirming that
fundamental rights applied to
all existing laws. Arrested in
1949 without trial, the detainees
challenged their imprisonment
after the Constitution came into
force in January 1950, citing
Article 22's limits on preventive
detention. The court rejected the
Bombay government’s defence
and  upheld  constitutional
protections, reinforcing judicial
oversight over state power. This
case became a key example
of how ordinary citizens used
the Constitution to challenge
government authority, which

would later upset the Centre.

The detainees, once powerless
subjects of the colonial state,
redefined themselves as rights-
bearing citizens empowered
to hold the government
accountable. Their petition was
one of the first major legal

battles invoking fundamental
rights,  demonstrating  how
the Constitution could serve

as a means for individuals to
renegotiate  their relationship
with the state. However, the
ruling unsettled the Nehru
government. There was another
issue that troubled Nehru. The
PM was concerned about the
growing communal strife in the
recently-Partitioned  country.
That, too, was a result of the
unbridled right to freedom of
expression, Nehru believed.
PM Jawaharlal Nehru and
then Home Minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel engaged in a
series of discussions regarding
communal strife and the tension
over the judicial interpretation of
the Constitution. On March 26,
1950, in a letter to Patel, Nehru
remarked that India had been too
lenient towards groups fostering
communal violence. He singled
out the Hindu Mahasabha for
its advocacy of the Akhand

which he
conflict. He
that such beliefs, particularly
the idea of retaliating against
Pakistan, posed a grave risk to
both India and Pakistan. Patel,
who had largely deferred to
Nehru's leadership on this issue
despite his own reservations,
responded with a measured tone,
notes Tripurdaman Singh in his
book ‘Sixteen Stormy Days’.
Patel reminded Nehru that
the actions of the government
were constrained by the legal
framework in place. “Our action
has been circumscribed only
by the provisions of the law as
interpreted by our legal advisors
and the High Courts,” he said.
He acknowledged that the
government had taken significant
measures, including imprisoning
thousands, but explained that the
policy of releasing individuals
had been adopted in response
to concerns over civil liberties.
Patel's words took a more
pointed turn as he addressed
the broader implications of
the Constitution. “We are now
faced with a Constitution which
guarantees fundamental rights
-- right of association, right of
free movement, free expression

believed
warned

Bharat,
incited

and personal liberty -- which
further circumscribe the action
we can take,” Patel wrote on
March 28, 1950, responding to
Nehru. He reminded Nehru that
each executive action required
legal justification, and that any
policy shifts towards dealing
with communal organisations
would need to be grounded
in legal reasoning. By 1951,
the Nehru government was
facing mounting  challenges
over free speech, particularly
in cases concerning the press.
Newspapers  and  journals,
including the RSS’ Organiser
and the Romesh Thapar’s Cross
Raods, unfettered by colonial-
era  restrictions,  regularly
challenged  state  policies,
criticised leaders, and amplified
voices of opposition. Several
newspapers, including those
aligned with opposition parties,
published pieces that Nehru
believed incited discord and
threatened national stability. One
of the most significant instances
was the case of Romesh
Thapar vs State of Madras in
1950. Thapar's journal, Cross
Roads, had been banned by the
Madras government for its vocal
criticism of Nehru's policies.




