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Waqf Report Storm In Parliament, Amit

UN report exposes Yunus on
attacks on

Agency: Though
Muhammad  Yunus, the
Chief Advisor to the interim
government in Bangladesh,
repeatedly discarded
incidents of violence
against the Hindus as mere
“exaggerated  propaganda”,
a fact-finding report by
the United Nations Human

Rights  Office  debunked
his claims by providing
evidence of violent mob

attacks, including assaults on
places of worship of Hindus.
Incidentally, the fact-
finding team was sent at the
invitation of Yunus' interim

government. After violent
protests in Bangladesh forced
now-ousted PM  Sheikh

Hasina to flee on August 5,
2024, Hindus, making up
about 8% of the country’s

17-crore population, faced
deadly attacks, with their
homes,  businesses, and

religious sites vandalised. A
week after Hasina's ouster
in August 2024, India Today
Digital  scanned through
reports and spoke to sources
in Bangladesh to report that
there were over 200 instances
of attacks, including five
killings, on minority Hindus
in three days of chaos after
the fall of the Sheikh Hasina

regime in  Bangladesh.
However, even as Indian
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and then-US President-
elect Donald Trump criticised
the attacks on Hindus

PM Modi

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrived in
Washington, D.C., to a warm
welcome amid chilly weather.
He will meet President Donald
Trump during his official
working visit to the US. This
is Modi's first visit to the
US since the inauguration
of Trump who assumed
office on January 20. Modi
will be the fourth world
leader to meet Trump in his
second presidential term, the
previous ones being Israel
Prime  Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba and
Jordan King Abdullah. This
is also the earliest an Indian
Prime Ministerhas met with
a US President after his
inauguration to the White
House. Modi’s first meeting
upon landing was with Tulsi

Gabbard, the Director of
National Intelligence  who
called on the PM.

“Met USA's  Director

in Bangladesh, Yunus
downplayed the
against Hindus, describing it
as “exaggerated propaganda”
with political motives aimed
at destabilising the nation.
The UN report released on
February 12 also noted that
violent mob attacks on Hindu
minorities in  Bangladesh
began even before Hasina was
forced to flee to India. It also
revealed that, along with the
Hindus, Ahmadiyya Muslims
and indigenous groups in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, were
subjected to similar atrocities
in Bangladesh. “During and
after the protests, members
of the Hindu community,
Ahmadiyya Muslims and
indigenous groups in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, were
also subject to violent attacks
by mobs, including burning
of homes and some attacks
on places of worship,” said
the report in its summary.
Hindus and other minority
communities earlier claimed
that the Yunus-led interim
government hadn’t protected
them adequately. Hindus
in Bangladesh faced over
2,000 attack incidents
after Hasina was forced to
flee in August 2024, news
agency Associated Press in
November reported, quoting
the  Bangladesh  Hindu
Buddhist ~ Christian = Unity
Council, a minority rights
group.Between ~ November
26, 2024, and January 25,

violence

in Bangladeshg

2025, “76 cases of incidents
of attacks against Hindus
have been reported in
Bangladesh. Since August,
reports have cited deaths of
23 Hindus and 152 incidents
of attack on Hindu temples
in Bangladesh,” according
to Kirti Vardhan Singh, the
minister of state (MoS)
of the Ministry of External
Affairs, said in the Parliament
last week. The UN report has
also pointed out the specific
places in Bangladesh where
violence  against  Hindus
took place. “According to
information submitted to
OHCHR, in Burashardubi,
Hatibandha, Lalmonirhat
three temples were attacked
and set ablaze, along with the
looting of approximately 20
houses, reflecting significant
levels of community unrest,”
noted the UN report. “In
the aftermath of the former
[Hasina] Government's fall,

widespread  attacks  were
reported  against  Hindu
homes,  businesses, and

places of worship, especially
in rural and historically tense
areas such as Thakurgaon,
Lalmonirhat, and Dinajpur,
but also in other places
such as Sylhet, Khulna, and
Rangpur,” the report noted.
The incidents of violence
against Hindus included
property destruction,
arson, and physical threats,
exacerbated by inadequate
police action, indicating

systemic impunity an
possible political motlves,
the report revealed. The
report also revealed that
these attacks on Hindus
were driven by “religious
and ethnic discrimination,
revenge  against ~ Awami
League supporters among
minorities, local communal
disputes over land, and
interpersonal issues”. “Some
Jamaat-e-Islami and BNP
supporters, members and
local leaders were also
involved in revenge violence
and attacks on distinct
religious and indigenous
groups,” noted the report.
The UN report titled,
‘Human Rights Violations
and Abuses related to the
Protests of July and August

2024 in Bangladesh’, that
was conducted at “the
invitation of the Interim

Government of Bangladesh”,
has thus exposed Muhammad
Yunus’ claims of
“exaggerated  propaganda”.
Earlier in November 2024,
a report by Transparency
International Bangladesh
(TIB) revealed that
minorities, including Hindus,
had suffered in the first 100
days of the Muhammad
Yunus government in
Bangladesh.  The  report
cited 2,010 incidents of
communal violence under
the post-Hasina regime and
the lack of effort to identify
and punish the perpetrators.

arrives in US, to hold high-
stake talks with Presment Trump

of National Intelligence, @
TulsiGabbard in Washington
DC. Congratulated her on
her confirmation. Discussed
various aspects of the India-
USA friendship, of which she’s
always been a strong votary,”
the Prime Minister said on
X. An official statement said
Prime Minister fondly recalled
his earlier interactions with
Gabbard. “The discussions
touched on enhancing bilateral
intelligence cooperation,

Dalai Lama Given Z-category
Security Cover Following Threat Intel

Agency: New Delhi:

Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama has been

given Z-category security
from the Union Home
Ministry after an intel
report regarding threat
perception was received
by the agencies, sources
said on Thursday. The
Home Ministry has granted
Z-category  security  to
Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama based on an
IB threat report. The MHA
has provided VIP security,

Z Category cover comes
with a strength of
between 2 to 8 guards.
Two PSOs are given at

all times of the day and
night. The protectee is
also given a bulletproof
vest. /+ security cover are
provided with NSG mobile
security.

ensuring Z-category

protection for the Dalai
Lama across India, news

particularly  in  counter-
terrorism, cybersecurity,
emerging threats, and strategic
intelligence sharing. They also
exchanged views on regional
and global developments of
interest, reaffirming
commitment to a
secure, stable, and rules-
based international order,”
the communique from PMO
said. The much anticipated
Modi Trump meeting
will have on the agenda

mutual
their

defence cooperation and the
sticking issues pertaining to
Trump's trade tariff raises
and deportation of illegal
immigrants. While Trump is
likely to demand fair trade
relations having called India
as a very big abuser on tariffs,
PM Modi will likely flag the
recent mistreatment of 104
Indian deportees sent back
home in chains, triggering
domestic outrage and calls
from the Opposition to demand
dignity for the immigrants
who are not criminals.

Modi and Trump have in
the past shared good personal
rapport with Trump once
describing the Prime Minister
as the “nicest person.” Prime
Minister Modi has also
mentioned “friend Trump”
warmly. India will look to
strike a balance on trade
tariffs with the US having
already slashed import duties
on several products the US
exports to India.

The report by TIB also g
said that the influence of :
religion-based politics was
increasing in Bangladesh. The
minority Hindu community :
in Bangladesh, became easy
forces :
after Hasina's Awami League :
toppled.
They celebrated their biggest :
festival, Durga Puja, under the :
shadow of threats. Chinmoy
Krishna Das, a Hindu monk :
for :
minority rights in Muslim-§
majority Bangladesh, was
charged with sedition and :
saffron ﬂags,§
in what appeared to be a§
crackdown on protests. Since :
: opposition’s

targets of Islamist

government  was

leading a movement

jailed over

his arrest in November 2024,

the ailing Das has been kept :
behind bars, with his bail :
repeatedly  quashed :
opposition
The :
along  with :
findings from Transparency§
Bangladesh, :
has systematically debunked :

claims
targeted :
violence against Hindus and :
other minorities under his
The :
evidence of mob attacks, :
and rising :
shows :
being :
“exaggerated  propaganda”, :
the persecution of minorities, :
including Hindus, is a harsh :
reality that Yunus cannot :
: bloc MPs also backed Kharge.

pleas
amid  violent
from Islamist forces.

UN report,
International
Muhammad Yunus’'
by documenting
interim  government.
police inaction,

religious
that  rather

extremism
than

choose to ignore.
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Shah says no objection to dissent notes

Agency: Both houses

witnessed a massive showdown between
the NDA and opposition MPs over the
report of the joint committee on the Waqf
(Amendment ) Bill, 2024, which was tabled
on Thursday. Both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha witnessed protests by the
opposition, with MPs claiming that portions
of dissent notes were removed from the final
report. In the Lok Sabha, the report on the
Bill, which aims to streamline registration
of Waqf properties, was tabled by Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC ) chairperson
and BJP MP Jagadambika Pal amid chants
of ‘Jai Shri Ram'. However, the proceedings
were marred by opposition protests as MPs
trooped to the Well of the House and raised
slogans. In a bid to pacify the protesting
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
said the government had no objection if the
dissent notes were added. “Some opposition
members have objected, stating that their
disputes have not been fully included.
On behalf of my party, I request that the
appropriately
parliamentary
procedure. My party has no objection to
Shah said. In the Rajya Sabha, the
report on the bill was tabled by Rajya Sabha
MP Medha Kulkarni and was accepted
by the House. The opposition eventually
staged a walkout of the Rajya Sabha during

MPs,

be
the

disputes

incorporated  into

this,”

the discussion on the report.
Opposition and Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge said the opposition would not accept
“bulldoze our views”.
The Congress chief demanded that the report
be sent back to the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) and presented again. “In
the JPC report, many members have their
dissent report. It is not right to remove those
notes and bulldoze our views. This is anti-
We will never accept such
fake reports. If the report does not have
dissenting views, it should be sent back and
presented again,” Kharge said. In a show of
unity among the opposition, several INDIA

“fake reports” that

democracy...

of Parliament

Leader of

Sena (UBT)

dissent note we gave,”
Kharge's claims,
Rijiju said the dissent notes were attached in
the appendix of the report and accused the
opposition of misleading the House.
is no deletion or removal from the report...
The members of the Opposition are creating
an unnecessary issue,”
at the opposition, Union Minister and BJP
president JP Nadda said “some were trying to
fight the Indian state” - a seeming reference
to Rahul Gandhi's controversial remark
last year. Last year, Gandhi had said that
the Congress was not only fighting the BJP
and the RSS, but the “Indian state” as well.
The legislation proposes a complete overhaul
of the governance of Waqf boards, which
oversee properties donated for religious
and charitable purposes by the Muslim
community. Among the key provisions of
the bill are the inclusion of at least two non-
Muslim members on state Waqf boards and
arbitration by a government official to decide
whether a property is Waqf property or not.
The final report of the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) was presented to Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla on January 30 after
months-long deliberations.
revised bill was adopted by the panel on
January 29. While 14 amendments proposed
by the ruling NDA members were approved,
the changes suggested by the opposition MPs
were rejected.

MP Arvind Sawant claimed that clause-by-
clause discussions were never held in the
meetings of the JPC. “Because of this, we
gave a dissent note. They have removed the

he said. Countering
Union Minister Kiren

“There

he said. Hitting out

The amended

Adani withdraws from Sri Lanka
power project amid mountlng scrutlny

Agency:Adani Green
Energy, the renewable
arm of billionaire Gautam
Adani’s conglomerate,
has withdrawn from two
proposed  wind  power
projects in Sri Lanka,

following the Island nation's
new government deciding to
renegotiate tariffs.

“Adani Green Energy has
conveyed its Board’s decision
to respectfully withdraw
from further engagement in
the renewable energy (RE)
wind energy project and two
transmission projects in Sri
Lanka,” the firm said in a
statement. The company
was to invest a total of
USD 1 billion in generating
electricity from wind at
two projects and laying
transmitting lines to take
it to users. The plan came
under the scrutiny of the
newly elected administration
under  President  Anura
Kumara Dissanayake
who  wanted to reduce
electricity costs. However,

we remain committed to
Sri Lanka and are open to
future collaboration if the
government of Sri Lanka
so desires” AGEL said.
Adani  group, however,
continues to be invested in
a USD 700 million terminal
project at Sri Lanka’s largest
port in Colombo. AEGL
was originally supposed to
develop two wind farms
with a total capacity of 484
megawatts in Sri Lanka's
Mannar and  Pooneryn
regions, with an investment
of USD 740 million. The
project, slated for completion
by mid-2026, had a rough
start with opposition from
environmental groups and
legal challenges in Sri
Lanka's Supreme Court
over ecological concerns. In
May last year, Sri Lanka's
previous government agreed
to purchase power from the
proposed Adani wind plant
at USD 0.0826 per kilowatt-
hour. The new government
began  investigating  the

Rajat Patidar Appointed New Royal
Challengers Bengaluru Captain

Agency: Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) have put an end to
all the speculations around
Virat Kohli and have named
Rajat Patidar as their skipper
for the eighteenth season of
the Indian Premier League
( IPL ). The 31-year-old
player who hails from Indore,
Madhya Pradesh been a part
of RCB’s core group for
a very long time. It was
speculated that Virat Kohli
was the frontrunner to lead
the franchise in the upcoming
season, but it is Patidar who
has been bestowed with the
leadership duties and will
have the onus on himself
to end Royal Challengers
Bengaluru's Trophy drought.
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
has been a side that enjoys

agency IANS quoted some massive fan following.
official sources. Just like the Chennai Super
I =

Kings , Mumbai Indians
and Kolkata Knight Riders ,
RCB is a team that is backed
by their 12th man, their fan
army. The Royal Challengers
Bengaluru have been led by
few greats of the game in
the past, that includes the
likes of Virat Kohli, Rahul
Dravid and Anil Kumble,
but nobody has been able
to end Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s trophy drought.
Rajat will have an herculean
task ahead of him, but he
will hope to replicate what
Smriti Mandhana did with
RCB in 2024.

Former RCB  skipper
Virat Kohli too lauded
Rajat Patidar with a special
video message. Kohli

praised Patidar for all the
stellar performances that he
delivered for the franchise
and assured the RCB

skipper that the entire team
will be behind him. Royal

Challengers Bengaluru
retained Patidar for Rs. 11
crore ahead of the upcoming
eighteenth season. Patidar
was  Royal  Challengers
Bengaluru's second retention
after former skipper Virat
Kohli. The Bengaluru-based
franchise retained Kohli,
Patidar and Yash Dayal ahead
of the IPL mega auctions.

Indore-based cricketer Rajat
Patidar debuted in the IPL
back in 2021. Patidar has
always been a part of the
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
franchise and has scored a
total of 799 runs from 24
innings and 27 IPL matches.
The Royal Challengers
Bengaluru captain has an
average of 34.74 and has
scored all these runs with a
strike rate of 158.85.

contract following an
indictment against the Adani
group founder chairman
Gautam Adani and his key
associates in a US Court
for allegedly paying bribes
to Indian officials to
secure contracts to supply
renewable energy in the
country. In January, the
new administration revoked
Adani’s power purchase
and began investigations.
Thereafter it opted to review
and renegotiate the terms
to bring the cost below
USD 0.06 per unit. Unable
to meet the demand, the

Adani group has withdrawn
from the project. The group
conveyed its decision to the
Sri Lankan government on
February 12 saying it learnt

that a Cabinet-appointed
negotiations committee and
project committee would be
constituted to renegotiate
the project proposal. The
Board of AGEL deliberated
on the issue and decided
that while the company
fully respects the sovereign
rights of Sri Lanka and
its  choices, it would
respectfully withdraw from
the said project.

US to deport 2nd batch of
illegal immigrants to India

Agency: The US will
soon deport another batch of
170-180 illegal immigrants
to India. This would be the
second batch of immigrants
to be deported by the US
government.  These  are
individuals
who entered
the

routes”  or
other illegal
means,
spending lakhs of rupees,
and have been staying in
the US for the last one to
three years. Though official
confirmation from Indian
officials is awaited, the US
administration sources have
said that the deportation
could take place this week
only. Earlier, the first batch
had landed at the Shri Guru
Ramdas Ji  International
Airport in Amritsar. However,
no confirmation yet on where

the second batch will land.
The US action comes as
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi is in Washington to
hold wide-ranging talks with
President
Earlier

Donald  Trump.
this month, 104
Indian

migrants
-w er e

—deported

from the
US. While
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deportees
were from Punjab, 33 each are
from Haryana and Gujarat,
three each from Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh, and two
from Chandigarh. Earlier,
a US military plane C-17
was used to bring back
the illegal immigrants. The
deportees are expected to be
allowed to go home following
verification and background
checks. Police will focus on
identifying any deportee with
a criminal record.



