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26/11 plotter extradition, F-35 jets, trade
deal: Takeaways from Modi-Trump meet

Agency: Trade, defence,
and  immigration  took
centrestage during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
bilateral = meeting  with
Donald Trump hours after
the US President announced
sweeping reciprocal tariffs,
asserting that India “is right
at the top of the pack”. The
key takeaways from the
whirlwind meeting, coming
within the first month of
Trump’s presidency, were
the extradition of 26/11
Mumbai attack
accused Tahawwur Rana
to India and the F-35 jet
deal. During the joint press
briefing, PM Modi said
India and the US have set a
USD 500 billion target for
bilateral trade by 2030, with
India set to import more US
oil and gas to shrink the trade
deficit. Trump welcomed
India’s recent measures to
lower tariffs on US products
like motorcycles, metals, and
tech products. Despite the
tariff shadow, the bonhomie
between the two leaders was
clearly visible as Trump and

terror

Modi shared a warm hug
and lauded their partnership
in their own inimitable style.
The Prime Minister said only
Trump had a “copyright on
the word deal”, with the
US President reciprocating
by asserting that Modi was
a “much tougher and much
better negotiator than him”.
Much of the remarks of
Donald Trump and PM Modi
during the joint briefing
focused on trade. PM Modi
said the two nations have set
a USD 500 billion target for
bilateral trade. Trump also
announced a deal with India
to import more US oil and

gas. A key announcement
was the extradition
of 26/11 terror attack

accused Tahawwur Rana,
a longstanding demand of
India. “My administration
has approved the extradition
of Tahawwur Rana, one
of the very evil people of
the world, to face justice
in India,” Trump said. In a
major boost to defence ties,
Trump said the US would
increase its military sales to

India by “billions of dollars”
and it would provide fifth
generation F-35  stealth
jets to the country. Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri later
said the deal was at “proposal
stage”. New procurements
and co-production
arrangements for ‘Javelin’
anti-tank guided missiles
and  ‘Stryker’  Infantry
Combat Vehicles were also
announced. PM Modi added
his own twist to Trump's
“MAGA” (Make America
Great Again) slogan while
lauding the partnership of
two nations. “In India, we
are working towards a Viksit
Bharat, which in American
context translates into MIGA
(Make India Great Again).
When US and India work
together, this MAGA plus
MIGA becomes a ‘MEGA’
partnership for prosperity,”
PM Modi said. The Prime
Minister, when asked about
the Russia-Ukraine war,
said India stood by peace as
he praised Trump's efforts
to douse the crisis. “The
world thinks India is neutral,

Ex-CJl Justice Chandrachud
Shuts BBC's Western Narrative

Agency: Former Chief
Justice of India (CJI) DY
Chandrachud has shut down
Western bias and narrative
on Indian democracy as he
dismissed allegations that
India is turning into a one-
party state under the BJP-
led NDA government, as
claimed by various opposition
parties. In an interview with
journalist Stephen Sackur
on BBC's Hardtalk, ex-CJI
DY Chandrachud was asked
whether he personally faced
any political pressure from
the government. In another
question, Sackur also asked
whether India was turning
into a one-party state
where the government was
influencing the judiciary to
protect its leaders, referring
to a New York Times
editorial as claimed by the
opposition. Responding to
the allegations on the Indian
government, former CJI
Justice DY Chandrachud
dismissed the New York
Times report as completely
wrong. He referred to the
results of the 2024 Lok

President’s
Rule
Imposedin
Manipur

The Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA )
has issued an official
notification, declaring
President’s rule in the
state. “T, Droupadi
Murmu, President of
India, have received a
report from the Governor
of the State of Manipur
and after considering
the report and other
information received by
me, I am satisfied that
a situation has arisen in
which the Government
of that State cannot be
carried on in accordance
with the provisions of the
Constitution of India,”
read the notification.

Sabha
showed the hold of regional
and state parties. The ex-
CJI further said that courts
in India have consistently

elections which

upheld personal liberties,
with bail being granted to
opposition leaders. Justice
DY Chandrachud added
that the country’s higher
courts, particularly the
Supreme Court, have made
it clear that they protect
personal liberties and
have been at the forefront
of safeguarding personal
freedom.

the
Prime
Modi

Responding  to
controversy  over

Minister Narendra

visiting  his  house
the occasion of Ganesh
Chaturthi, ex-CJI DY
Chandrachud said that such
courtesies should not be
over-analysed, adding that
the system is mature enough

to understand that such

on

visits between constitutional
functionaries do not
influence the outcome of
cases in the courts. Justice
Chandrachud further added
that after this episode,
there were many cases
in which the court ruled
against the government,
while mentioning that the
judiciary’s role is not that of
an Opposition.

is not neutral.

but India
India has its own stance,

it is peace,” Modi said. On
the Bangladesh crisis, which
led to the fall of the Sheikh
Hasina-led government
last year, Donald Trump
rejected speculation of the
involvement of the US
deep state. “T will leave
Bangladesh to PM Modi,”
the President said. Days after
the US deported 104 Indians,
PM Modi stressed that India
was fully prepared to take

il
|3
N\

back  “verified”
living in America illegally.
He called for joint efforts to
end the ecosystem of human
trafficking. The two leaders
announced the launch of
the ‘TRUST’ initiative for
greater collaboration among
governments, academia and

citizens

the private sector to drive
innovation in defence, Al,
semiconductors, energy and
space. Trump also admired
the “negotiating” skills of
PM Modi. “He is a much

tougher negotiator than me,
and he is a much better
negotiator than me. There
is not even a contest,” he
said. He also called the PM
a ‘“great friend for a long
time”. The US President
also offered to mediate to
end the longstanding border
issues between India and
China along the LAC. “If T
could be of help, I'd love to
help, because that should be
stopped... It’s quite violent,”
he said.
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Virat Kohli gifts signed India
jersey to Kevin Pietersen’s
son: Fits like a glove

Agency: Indian cricket
star  Virat Kohli gifted
a signed India jersey to
former  England  captain
Kevin Pietersen’s son,
Dylan. The heartwarming
gesture prompted Pietersen
to share a picture of his son
proudly wearing the jersey
on Instagram. The former
England cricketer expressed
his gratitude towards Kohli
and humorously pointed out
how perfectly the jersey fit
Dylan. Pietersen was in India
as part of the commentary
panel for England’s ODI
series against the hosts, which
ended in a dominant 3-0 clean
sweep for Rohit Sharma's
side. During the series opener
in Nagpur on February 6,
Pietersen and Kohli were
seen engaging in a fun and
animated conversation,
sharing laughs after the
match. Kohli, however, did
not participate in the first
ODI due to a knee injury.
His absence paved the way
for Shreyas Iyer to cement
his place in the playing XI
with consistent performances.
Kohli eventually returned for
the second ODI in Cuttack,
replacing Yashasvi Jaiswal,

who had a tough debut.
Kohli's comeback to the
series was not ideal, as he
was dismissed for just five
runs in Cuttack. However, he
found his rhythm in the third
and final ODI in Ahmedabad,
scoring a composed half-
century before falling to
England spinner Adil Rashid.
His return to form was a
promising sign for India ahead
of the highly anticipated
ICC  Champions Trophy.
Meanwhile, Pietersen made
headlines not just for his
commentary but also for his
strong criticism of England’s
preparation for the series. He
accused the English players of
prioritizing golf over practice

sessions, questioning  their
commitment. His comments
sparked controversy, with

England captain Jos Buttler
and head coach Brendon
McCullum  refuting  the
claims, insisting that the team
had prepared adequately.
With the Champions Trophy
set to begin on February 19,
India will carry significant
momentum from their series
win, while England will have
to address their shortcomings
to mount a strong campaign.

JioHotstar is now live in India, merges
content from Jiocinema and Disney Hotstar

Agency: JioHotstar is a
revamped streaming platform
that mergers Jiocinema and
Disney+ Hotstar in a single
app. While the OG Disney+
Hotstar has changed its logo,
the Jiocinema app will re-
direct users to watch content
on the JioHotstar app. In an
announcement,  JioHotstar
said JioCinema and Disney+
Hotstar subscribers will be
able to easily transition to
the new platform. Apart
from  original  content,
JioHotstar will also aggregate
content from the likes of

NBCUniversal Peacock,
Warner Bros, Discovery,
HBO and Paramount,

which is something no other
streaming service offers at
the moment. This means,
you don’t have to subscribe
to different OTT apps
to binge-watch Game of
Thrones and Marvel movies.
Starting today (February 14,
2025), you will get both on
one platform, JioHotstar.
Moreover, the app will cater
for content in 10 languages.
In addition to content

from the two merging

Nothing Phone 3a set to feature
Snapdragon chipset, latest teaser confirms

Agency: The Nothing
Phone 3a series is set to
hit the market on March 4.
According to the latest teaser
shared by the company, the
phone 3a will be powered
by a Qualcomm Snapdragon
chip. For those who don't
know, the Nothing Phone
2a and Phone 2a Plus, are
powered by MediaTek's
Dimensity 7200 Pro and
Dimensity 7350 Pro chipsets,
respectively. However,
Nothing  believes, going
back to Snapdragon chips
would bring a noticeable
performance boost in their
upcoming models. In a
community post, Nothing
CEO Carl Pei revealed that
the Phone 3a series will be
powered by a Qualcomm
Snapdragon chipset. The
Nothing Phone 3a will
feature a CPU that’'s 25
per cent faster and an NPU
(neural processing unit)
that's 72 per cent quicker
than the Phone 2a Plus.
While Pei didn't specify the
exact Snapdragon chipset,
earlier reports suggested it
could be the Snapdragon
7s Gen 3. The Phone 3a

is also rumoured to come
with a 6.8-inch full-HD+
AMOLED display, featuring
a 120Hz refresh rate. If
true, this would make it
the largest screen ever on a
Nothing phone. The device
is likely to run on Nothing
OS 3.1, based on Android
15, and retain the brand’s
signature Glyph interface.
One of the most talked-
about upgrades in the Nothing
Phone 3a is the camera
setup. The device is said
to feature a 50-megapixel
primary rear camera,
paired with a 50-megapixel
telephoto lens offering 2x
optical zoom. This will
be the first time Nothing
has included a telephoto
lens in its smartphones.
However, the ultra-wide
camera might stick to an
8-megapixel sensor. On the
front, a 32-megapixel selfie
camera is expected, housed
in a hole-punch cutout,
similar to previous models.
Interestingly, there’s talk of
a more premium variant, the
Phone 3a Plus, which might
feature a periscope telephoto
camera for even better

zoom  capabilities.  Both
models have been spotted
in certification databases,
with model numbers A059
and AOS59P, respectively.
Battery life, on the other
hand, seems to remain
unchanged. The Nothing
Phone 3a is rumoured to
pack a 5,000mAh battery
with 45W wired charging
support, matching  the
specs of the Phone 2a.
Other features include NFC
support and the possibility
of an additional button on
the right side of the device.
While its purpose isn't
confirmed, some speculate
it could be a dedicated
camera button or an action
button, similar to what we
have seen on various iPhone
models. Another big aspect

companies, the platform will
feature titles from various
international  studios and
streaming services. Speaking
on the launch of JioHotstar,
Kiran Mani, CEO — Digital,
JioStar said, “At the core
of JioHotstar is a powerful
vision—to make premium
entertainment truly accessible
to all Indians. Our promise
of Infinite  Possibilities
ensures that entertainment
is no longer a privilege,
but a shared experience
for all. By integrating Al-
driven recommendations
and  offering  streaming
in over 19 languages, we
are personalizing content
like never before.” While
JioHotstar  is  currently
free to access without a
subscription, it  remains
unclear if certain content
will be paywalled in the
future. The platform has
confirmed that subscription
plans will be available
for users seeking an ad-
free experience and higher
resolution streaming, starting
at Rs 149 per quarter. Kevin
Vaz, CEO-entertainment,

of the Nothing Phone 3a
series is its manufacturing.
Nothing has confirmed that
the phones will be assembled
at its Chennai facility, which
employs over 500 people,
95 per cent of whom are
women. While it’s unclear
whether the phones will be
sold exclusively in India
or exported globally, the
Made-in-India tag is a big
step for the brand.

JioStar, clarified that for
current Disney+ Hotstar
paid subscribers, nothing

changes when they open the
new app. But for JioCinema
subscribers, subscriptions
will be auto-upgraded to the
premium service. Existing
JioCinema and Disney+
Hotstar subscribers will be
seamlessly transitioned to
the new platform. Upon
first login, they will be able
to set up their JioHotstar
subscriptions, while new
users can explore the
available plans. Additionally,
questions remain regarding
whether JioHotstar's
reported user count includes
duplicate  accounts from
both merged platforms.
More details on content
access and monetisation are
expected to emerge soon.
Previously, both Jiocinema
and Disney+ Hotstar have
been in competition to
partner with Star Sports
network to livestream sports
on their channels. At first,
Hotstar was the only OTT
channel to livestream cricket
matches, including IPL and

other big tournaments. Then
after  Jiocinema  entered
the picture, it took over
several sports livestreaming,
especially IPL. But, now
after the merger of these
two apps, users need not
google which match in
livestreaming where. It is
now clear that JioHotstar
will be the hub for sports
livestreaming, when it comes
to OTT. That said, JioHotstar
has also introduced Sparks,
a new Iinitiative aimed at
showcasing  India’s  top
digital creators. In addition
to entertainment content,
the platform will
as the streaming hub for
major  sporting  events,
including the IPL, WPL,
ICC tournaments, Premier
League, Wimbledon,
Pro Kabaddi, and ISL.
Emphasising the platform’s
transformative role in sports,
Sanjog Gupta, CEO — Sports,
JioStar, said, “Sports in India
is more than just a game—
it's a shared experience
that unites millions.
JioHotstar is revolutionizing
how fans experience live

SCrve

sports, combining the best
of  technology,  access,
storytelling, and innovation
with the fan at the heart
of everything. Whether it's
the pride in India Cricket,
the electric atmospherics of
Premier League, passion for
India’'s indigenous sports
or exposure for grassroot-
level  competitions,  we
will deliver a range of
experiences, catering to both
‘lean in’ and ‘lean back’
behaviours across a billion
screens. We are now taking
this  philosophy  beyond
sports by bringing culture-
defining live experiences
to our audiences. The
overwhelming response to
Coldplay’s Music of the
Spheres live-stream has set
us off on this exciting new

journey towards infinite
possibilities.” Beyond 4K
streaming, JioHotstar is
enhancing the  viewing
experience with Al-

powered insights, real-time
stats overlays, multi-angle
viewing, and specialised
content feeds tailored to user
interests.

Delhi Chief Minister’s oath likely on
February 19 or 20, 15 MLAs shortlisted

Agency The swearing-in
ceremony of the new Chief
Minister of Delhi is likely to
be held on February 19 or
20, according to government

sources. The legislative
party meeting may happen
on February 17 or 18.
Preparations for government
formation in Delhi are likely
to intensify after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
arrival in New Delhi late
on Friday. A meeting will
be held between PM Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah,
BJP President JP Nadda,
and other top BIJP leaders
to discuss the matter. Out of
48 MLAs, 15 names were
shortlisted, and from them,

nine will be selected for the
Chief Minister, ministers,
and Speaker positions. The
BJP returned to power in
Delhi, ending its 27-year-
long wait as it secured 48
seats in the 70-member
Assembly, as Delhi counted
the votes on Saturday. AAP,
which has been ruling the
city for a decade, managed
to win 22 seats, while its key
leaders, including party chief
Arvind Kejriwal and Manish
Sisodia, faced defeats. The
BJP, which approached the
election without announcing
a Chief Ministerial face,
has started high-level
meetings to decide the head
of government, with five

leaders emerging as key
contenders. Parvesh Verma,
who emerged as a giant killer
by defeating Kejriwal in the
New Delhi seat, leads the list
of potential Chief Ministerial
faces in Delhi. Vijender
Gupta, a senior BJP leader
who has served as the Leader
of Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly, Satish Upadhyay,
a key Brahmin face who
previously served as the
state president, Ashish Sood,
the general secretary of the
Delhi BJP who enjoys close
relations with central leaders,
and Jitendra Mahajan, a
strong RSS hand from the
Vaishya community, are
other contenders.



