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Law against
jihad’ in Maharashtra

Agency: The Maharashtra
government has formed a
seven-member committee to
examine the legal framework
for a potential law against
forced religious conversions
and cases of “love jihad”. The
panel, headed by the state
Director General of Police
(DGP) Sanjay Verma,
includes senior officials from
key departments, such as
women and child welfare,
minority affairs, law and
judiciary,  social  justice,
special assistance, and home.
According to a Government
Resolution (GR) issued late
on Friday, the committee
will suggest measures to
tackle complaints related
to forced conversions and
“love jihad”. Tt will also
review existing laws in
other states and recommend
legal provisions. The issue
of love jihad, alleged cases
of Muslim men luring
Hindu women to convert
them, has been raised by
the BJP-led ruling coalition
in Maharashtra following
the Shraddha Walkar case.
Walkar, a  27-year-old

woman from Maharashtra,
was allegedly murdered, and
her body was chopped into
multiple pieces by her live-
in partner Aaftab Poonawala
in 2022. The government's
decision to set up the
committee has come under
fire from the opposition,
with NCP (Sharad Pawar)
leader Supriya Sule saying
that to “marry or love is a
personal choice”. “I request
the government to focus on
real issues. Prime Minister
Modi just returned from
the US, and America has
imposed new tariffs, which

will impact our country.
The government should
pay attention to such

matters and focus on the
economic situation,” Sule
said. Criticising the BIP,
Samajwadi ~ Party MLA
Abu Azmi said that the
government  was  solely
focused on harassing
Muslims and  spreading
communalism. “They want
to give freedom for live-in
relationships, but if someone
over 18 wants to have
an interfaith marriage or

Trump infamous arrest
mugshot seen in White House
during PM Modi visit

Agency: As  cameras
captured every move of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the White
House, hawk-eyed social
media noticed an
interesting  photo  frame
hanging just outside President
Donald Trump's office. Upon
zooming in, it turned out to
be the infamous mugshot
of Trump that was taken
following his arrest in 2023
over allegations that he tried
to overturn the 2020 Georgia
election results. The image
of the mugshot, in an ornate
gold frame and hung along a
hallway, went viral on social
media, sparking a plethora
of reactions. Even tech titan
Elon Musk weighed in on the
unique interior design choice.
“Based,” Musk tweeted. The
mugshot, which appeared on
the front page of the New
York Post in 2023, was seen
as Trump greeted PM Modi
in the White House before
their bilateral meeting. As

users

photos of the mugshot went
viral, Dan Scavino, the White
House deputy chief of staff,
posted a video of it on X. The
move to frame the infamous
image shows that Trump is
unruffled about carrying the
tag of becoming the first-ever
former President subjected
to a mugshot. The photo is
positioned near the portraits
of George Washington and
Franklin  Roosevelt.  The
mugshot, showing Trump
looking sternly at the camera
while raising an eyebrow, was
taken as he surrendered at
Fulton County jail in August
2023 after being charged
with attempting to overturn
Georgia’'s 2020 election
results. It was then viewed as
an image of defiance. Trump
was released on bail later.
Soon after his release, Trump
and his campaign went on
to monetise the mugshot,
raising USD 7.1 million from
merchandise within days of
his arrest.

convert, they have a problem

with it. There is no such
thing as love jihad,” Azmi
said. Congress leader Husain
Dalwai asserted that forced
conversions do not happen
and “love jihad” was a myth.
“Democracy allows everyone
to follow any religion. Our
country is secular, but some
people want to destroy
the fabric of our culture.
Let them show how many
cases of love jihad they
have actually seen. These
people want to bring Hitler’s

=7-member committee formed
=Panel to study legal aspects of a potential law on

Jove jihad’

=BJP cites Shraddha Walkar case to buttress need

for such a law

=0pposition says BJP wants to bring Hitler

culture into India

culture into our country,”
the Congress leader said.
Defending the government’s
move, BJP MLA Mangal
Lodha emphasised that “love
jihad” cases were increasing
across the country. “We

all saw how many pieces
Shraddha Walkar was cut
into. There are many such
cases in Maharashtra. When
we try to stop Love Jihad, the
opposition has a problem,”
Lodha said
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More and more Indian asylum seekers
to US are speaking a different tongue

Agency: The times they are
a changin, and that’s true for
the illegal immigration trend
in the US too. While Punjabi-
speaking asylum-seekers
formed 66% of all Indian
illegal immigrants in the US
from 2001 to 2022, Hindi-
speaking undocumented
Indians have surged past them
in recent years. An analysis by
two Johns Hopkins University
researchers found that around
66% of all asylum petitions
filed from 2001 to 2022 by
Indian nationals came from
Punjabi speakers. In that
time period, the share of
Hindi-speakers among Indian
illegal immigrants was 14%.
However, between 2017 and
2022, the number of Hindi-

speaking undocumented
citizens in the US grew
by 30%. Punjabi-speaking

individuals have consistently
been the most dominant
among Indian asylum seekers
for over 20 years, according to
court records accessed through
Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) requests by the
Transactional Records Access
Clearinghouse (TRAC). The
Johns Hopkins study was
released on February 10, and
coincided with the deportation
of illegal immigrants from the
US to their home country. On
February 5, 104 undocumented

Practice what you preach:

Agency: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar once
again took on the West
over what he described as
the “double standards” of
global democracy at a panel
discussion at the Munich
Security  Conference. In
front of the Western leaders,
including a US Senator,
Jaishankar said straight out
of the talk that the West
treated democracy as a
“Western characteristic” and
had been busy encouraging
“non-democratic forces”
in the Global South. Apart
from Jaishankar, the panel
comprised Norway's Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr Store,
US Senator Elissa Slotkin
and Warsaw Mayor Rafal
Trzaskowsk. During the
panel discussion, Jaishankar
said the countries of the
Global South are more likely
to relate and say that the
“Indian experience is more
transposable to their societies
than perhaps to those of
others”. He also said it was
key for the West to embrace

SSB Nabbed Seven Members
of Human Trafficking Gang

&5Sagar Suraj
MOTIHARI: An
operation undertaken on

Friday by the anti-human
trafficking squad of SSB
47th battalion, Panatoka,
at Raxaul, has led to the
arrest of seven members
of an international human
trafficking gang operating
on the Indo-Nepal border.
The gang was involved in
trafficking Nepali women
to Uttar Pradesh via
Raxaul. The operation was
conducted jointly with the
Prayas Juvenile Aid Center
Eastern and Swakchh
Raxaul and SSB, and two
Nepali girls were detained
from Batta Chowk at
Raxaul and were brought
to Raxaul police station
for interrogation. The
girls revealed that they
were lured by promises of
attending a puja ceremony
and were asked to send
videos of themselves
with measurements of
the body, which were
then sent to Siraj Khan
in  Kushinagar,  Uttar

Pradesh. The investigation
revealed that Siraj Khan
had sent an advance of
10,000 to bring the girls
to Kushinagar, and videos
of girls were being sent to
him from various places.
The girls were also told
that they would have
to return the next day,
indicating a well-organized
trafficking network. An
FIR was lodged at Raxaul

police station, accusing
all  human  smugglers
involved. The Sashastra

Seema Bal (SSB) has been

working to prevent human
trafficking at the Indo-
Nepal border, and this
operation is a significant

step in disrupting these
networks. Anti -Human
Trafficking Team
Inspector Vikas Kumar,
Arvind Dwivedi, Mikki
Kumari, Neetu Kumari,
Om Prakash, Prayas

Juvenile Aid Center East
Champaran District Project
Coordinator Aarti, Social
activist Raj Gupta, Vijay
Kumar Sharma etc. were
present on the nabbed

the successful models of non-
Western countries if it wants
democracy to prevail. “There
was a time and I would have
to say this in all honesty when
the West treated democracy
as a Western characteristic
and was busy encouraging
non-democratic  forces in
the Global South, and it still
does. I mean in many cases, 1
can point to some very recent
ones where everything that
you say you value at home,
you don’t practice abroad.
So, I do think the rest of
the Global South will view
the successes, shortcomings
and the responses of other
countries,” he said. Asked
whether countries in the
Global South still aspire to
a democratic system and
the model that would attract
people, the External Affairs
Minister said, “Look, to an
extent, all big countries are
unique to an extent. But,
we would certainly hope, 1
mean to the extent, we think
of democracy as a universal
aspiration, ideally a reality.

India chose a democratic
model after independence
and it chose a democratic
model because we have been
fundamentally a consultative
pluralistic society.”
Jaishankar said that India has
“historically been an open
society” and stayed true to
being a democratic model
despite challenges. “I would
argue in many ways that
India has historically been an
open society, one very much
linked with the world. So, I
do think that in our progress
as a democracy, the fact that
for all the challenges that
we have had, even at a low
income, we have stayed true
to the democratic model.
When you look at our part
of the world, we are pretty
much the only country that
has done that,” he said. “So,
I think this is something the
West should look at because
if you do want democracy
eventually to prevail, it is
important that the West
also embraces the successful
models outside the West,”

US report flags performance, cost issues
of F-35 amid Trump's offer to India

Agency: As US President
Donald Trump proposes the
deal for a fifth generation F-35
fighter to India, a US report
on the performance of the
aircraft is catching attention.
According to the United States

Government  Accountability
Office (GAO), the F-35
fleet's overall availability
has trended downward

considerably over the past five
years, and none of the variants
of the aircraft (ie., the
F-35A, F-35B, and F-35C)
are meeting availability goals.
The United States Government
Accountability Office is an

independent, nonpartisan
government agency within
the legislative branch that

provides auditing, evaluative,
and investigative services for
the United States Congress. It
is the supreme audit institution
of the federal government
of the United States. The
agency is also known as the
‘congressional watchdog'.
The agency is headed by the
Comptroller General of the
US. The comptroller general
is appointed by the President
with the advice and consent of
the Senate. The F-35 aircraft
is US Department of Defense
(DOD) most advanced and

costly weapon system. DOD
currently has about 630 F-35s,
plans to buy about 1,800
more, and intends to use them
through 2088. The DOD's
projected costs to sustain the
F-35 fleet keep increasing—
from $1.1 trillion in 2018 to
$1.58 trillion in 2023 - yet
the department plans to fly
the aircraft less than originally
estimated, partly because
of reliability issues with the
aircraft. The F-35’s ability
to perform its mission has
also trended downward over
the past 5 years. The F-35
Lightning II aircraft (F-35) is
the Department of Defense’s
(DOD) most ambitious and
costly weapon system and
it's most advanced fighter
aircraft. DOD's planned use
of the F-35 and its availability
has decreased. The Air Force,
Navy, and Marine Corps
project they will fly the F-35
less than originally estimated
on an annual basis. The Air
Force, Navy, and Marine
Corps’ have made progress
in meeting their affordability
targets (i.e., the amount of
money they project they can
afford to spend per aircraft
per year for operating the
aircraft).

he added. Slamming “self-
appointed custodians” who
questioned the rights and
wrongs of a democracy, he
said that such people would
be challenged eventually. “To
self-appointed custodians
who have never fought an
election, who have nothing
to do with democracy is
actually telling the rest of the
world what is right and what
is wrong in a democracy. I
think it is, to me, inevitable
that it will be challenged,” he
said. “Every country has its
own mainstream politics and
outliers. If T were to look,
for example, like how much
Europeans and Westerners
reach out to outliers in
those societies? If i were
to look at what Western
Ambassadors do in India,
if my Ambassadors did a
fraction of that, you would
all be up in arms. I think
there are double standards
here,” he added. Jaishankar
differed in the view that
global democracy is under
threat and said that India

immigrants
to India.

were deported
Another  flight
from the US is expected to
land in Amritsar with 119
such Indians on February
15. A third such plane with
deportees is slated to land on
February 16. There are around
6,75,000 undocumented
Indian immigrants in the US,
according to a Pew Research
report. The number of total
Indians in the US is 5.1 million.
Indians’  asylum  claims
increased from 6,000 in 2020
to more than 51,000 in 2023,
according to the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD).
This is an eightfold increase
in their migration numbers.
The total number of Indian
asylum seekers in the US has
increased by 470% in the
past 5 years. Between 2001
and 2022, around 66% of
all asylum petitions filed by
Indian nationals came from
Punjabi speakers, suggesting
that a large portion of these
individuals likely hailed from
Punjab or nearby states like
Haryana. A significant rise is
also seen in the rise of Hindi-
speaking undocumented
immigrants in the US.
Traditionally, Hindi speakers
made up about 14% of Indian
asylum cases. However, data
by TRAC shows that between

2017 and 2022, this share
has nearly doubled to 30%.
This trend suggests a growing
diversity ~ among  Indian
migrants, with more people
from Hindi-speaking regions
now seeking asylum in the US.
English speakers contributed
to around 8% of asylum cases,
followed by Gujarati speakers
at 7%. The number of petitions
heard by these Indian language
groups is also fairly larger
than other language groups.
The US immigration judges
have granted 63% of cases
involving Punjabi speakers
and 58% of cases involving
Hindi speakers, but only 25%
of cases petitioned by Gujarati
speakers were granted. These
disparities make one question
whether different groups were
being treated equally under
the existing asylum procedure.
Research by Budiman and
Kapur states that economic
factors are a major reason

behind immigration. It
highlights the data from
the 2019-2022 American

Community Survey (ACS),
that amongst all Indians
living in the US, those who
speak Punjabi at home have
the lowest average income,
around USD 48,000. In
comparison, Gujarati speakers
earn about USD 58,000 on
average.

S Jaishankar

is a democratic society and
gives nutrition support to 800
million people. He showed
his inked index finger, saying
“for us, democracy is actually
delivered”. “I appeared to
be an optimist in what is
relatively a pessimistic panel,
if not room. I will begin by
sticking up my finger and
don’t take it badly. It is the
index finger. This, the mark
you see on my nail, is a mark
of a person who has just voted.
We just had an election in
my state (Delhi). Last year,
we had a national election.
In Indian elections, roughly
two-thirds of the eligible
voters vote. At the national
elections, the electorate of
about 900 million, about
700 million voted. We
count the votes in a single
day,” he said when asked
about his views on Western
democracy. Countering US
Senator ~ Slotkin's  remark
that democracy “doesn’t put
food on the table”, Jaishankar
said India gives nutrition
support to 800 million

people. “Senator, you said
that democracy doesn’t put
food on your table. Actually,
in my part of the world, it
does. Today, since we are a
democratic society, we give
nutrition support, and food
to 800 million people. That
is a matter of how healthy
they are and how full their
stomachs are. So, the point
I want to make is that
different parts of the world
are going through different
conversations. Please do not
assume that this is a kind
of universal phenomenon,
it is not,” he said. Earlier,
Jaishankar sharply rejected
the West's criticism of India
continuing to buy Russian
oil despite Western sanctions
amid Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and said it shouldn’t
be a concern for others. He
argued that India prevented
a surge in global oil prices
with its purchase policies,
which in turn, prevented
potential competition with
Europe in the market. “Ts that
a problem ?

Hamas frees 3 more hostoges
under Goza Truce Deal

Agency: Hamas on
Saturday released three more
Israeli hostages, including an
American, after 498 days,
following  Egyptian  and
Qatari mediators’ constant
efforts to avert a standoff
between the group and Israel
that threatened to end a
carefully crafted, but fragile
ceasefire deal. Flanked by
armed Hamas terrorists, the
three hostages - lair Horn,
46, Sagui Dekel-Chen, 36,
and Sasha (Alexander)
Troufanov, 29, - were
handed over to the Red Cross
after they were led onto a
stage in Khan Younis. The
hostages were returned in
exchange for 369 Palestinian
prisoners and detainees, a
swap which eases fears that
the agreement could collapse
before the end of a 42-day
ceasefire. They appeared
relieved and to be in a better
condition than the other three
captives who appeared frail
and weak, drawing anger
among thousands of Israelis.
However, Horn, one of the
three hostages, visibly lost
weight compared to his
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original picture as seen in the
poster, where he is seen to be
healthy. “The three returning
hostages are currently being
accompanied by the IDF
(Israel Defence Forces)
and the ISA (Israel Security
Agency) forces on their
return to Israeli territory,
where they will undergo an
initial medical assessment,”
the IDF tweeted. “The IDF
salutes and embraces the
returning hostages as they
make their way home to
the State of Israel,” it said.
Troufanov, a Russian Israeli,
was kidnapped along with
his mother, grandmother and
girlfriend by Hamas during
their onslaught on Israel on
October 7, 2023. His mother,
grandmother and girlfriend

were released in the brief
November 23 His
father was killed in a Hamas
attack on Nir Oz, one of the
worst hit communities, where
one in four people either
died or were taken hostage.
Dekel-Chen, a US Israeli,
who is a resident of Kibbutz
Nir Oz, was kidnapped by
Hamas when he was at his
workshop to convert a bus
into a mobile classroom.
He was kidnapped when
his wife Avital was seven

truce.

months pregnant. His two
young daughters survived by
hiding in a safe room for nine
hours, The Jerusalem Post
reported. On the morning of
his abduction, Dekel-Chen, a
resident of Kibbutz Nir Oz,
was at his workshop where he
was working to convert a bus
into a mobile classroom. His
wife, Avital, who was then
seven months pregnant, and
their two young daughters
survived by hiding in a safe
room for nine harrowing
hours. In November 2023,
the freed hostages told his
family that he was safe in
Gaza but injured.



