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DOGE cancels $21 million US
funding for voter turnout in India

The United

Agency:
States has cancelled millions

of dollars in funding for
several countries, including
India and Bangladesh as
the new  administration
led by President Donald
Trump makes budget cut.

Elon Musk’s Department
of Government Efficiency
(DOGE) on Sunday
announced that the US
has decided to slash a
$21 million  program

designed to increase voter
turnout in India and a $29
million initiative aimed at
strengthening Bangladesh’s
political landscape.

“US taxpayer
were going to be spent on
the following items, all of
which have been cancelled,”
the
announced
decision,
cuts to

dollars

Musk-led department

on X. The
part of broader
international aid,

will impact key initiatives
aimed at improving
electoral  processes and
political stability in both
countries. The cuts reflect a
reassessment of US foreign
aid priorities and a broader
push to curtail spending on
international  development
projects. Elon Musk has
time and again asserted
that “America would go
bankrupt” without budget
cuts and the initiative
seems to be in line with
the budget overhaul that
the administration has been
planning. The $21 million
earmarked for India was
specifically  targeted to
boost voter participation
in the country’s elections.
However, this funding will
no longer be available, as
announced by DOGE on
social media platform X.
Notably, the announcement
comes just days after
Donald Trump met Indian

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the two
leaders made significant

announcements to strength
US-India ties. However,

this did not find a mention
in the joint statements or
the press conference, In
Bangladesh, the $29 million
program was designed to
foster political stability
and enhance democratic
governance. The country
has been grappling with a
political crisis with Army
ousting Sheikh Hasina-led
government amid violent
protests.
Even Hasina
fled to and an
interim  government led
by Mohammad Yunus is
now ruling the country,
political stability has not
been achieved yet. BJP’s
Amit Malviya reacted to the
announcement, saying, ‘-
$486M to the “Consortium
for Elections and Political
Process Strengthening,”
including $22M for
“inclusive and participatory
political process” in
Moldova and $21M for
voter turnout in India.
$21M for voter turnout ?

though
India

This definitely is
external interference in
India’s electoral process.

Akshay Kumar touches Big B's feet, takes

cricket tips from Sachin Tendulkar

Agency: Amitabh
Bachchan along with
Akshay Kumar and Sachin
Tendulkar, along with a
plethora of stars attended
the Indian Street Premier
League (ISPL) Season 2
finale. One of the moments
from the event, a video of
Akshay touching Amitabh’s
feet in respect, has gone
viral. The finale took place
between Majhi Mumbai
and Srinagar Ke Veer in
Thane, Mumbai. The Sholay
actor attended the finale
to show his support to the
Majhi Mumbai team, while
Akshay was present with
his daughter, Nitara, to
support his team, Srinagar
Ke Veers. A viral video
showed Akshay meeting
Amitabh and touching his
feet as a sign of respect.
The Sooryavanshi actor
even shared a photo from
the sport event with Sachin
Tendulkar. In the caption,
Kumar shared his fondness
for the cricket legend as
he took masterclass from
the Master Blaster (a name

often associated
with  Sachin). “Catches
win matches—Masterclass
from the Master Blaster!
Congratulations to Sachin,
Mr Bachchan, and the entire
Majhi Mumbai team on their
victory. To my Srinagar
Veers, immense pride in the
fight we put up—our day
will come (sic),” Akshay
wrote alongside the picture.

Another clip from the
match  showed  Akshay
cheering for his team
with Nitara as the father-
daughter duo was seen
chatting and enjoying the

that 1is

match. Majhi  Mumbai
won the title, after beating
Srinagar by three wickets.
Meanwhile, on the work
front, Akshay is currently
shooting for Priyadarshan’s
Bhooth Bangla, co-starring
Tabu and Paresh Rawal. The
film is slated to release on
April 2, 2026. Additionally,
he will appear in Kesari
Chapter 2 — The Untold
Story of Jallianwala Bagh
alongside R Madhavan and
Ananya Panday. Amitabh
Bachchan, on the other hand,
is currently busy hosting
Kaun Banega Crorepati 16.

-Other Countries ImpactedA

$10M for Mozambique voluntary medical

e male circumcision

° $ 23M for strengthening independent
voices in Cambodia

@8R $ 4M for improving public procurement

iy

in Serbia

$ 22M for inclusive and participatory
political process in Moldova

é $ 15M for voter confidence in Liberia
' ' $ 14M for social cohesion in Mali

Who gains from this? Not
the ruling party for sure!”
Elon Musk’'s DOGE, an
initiative by Donald Trump's
administration as he returned
to office for a second term,
aims to carry out his agenda
of federal spending cuts and
deregulation. The order that
established it, says it was
formed to “modernise federal
technology and software
to maximise governmental
efficiency and productivity.”

‘Faaltu
remark

Agency: Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RID) chief Lalu Prasad
sparked a controversy on
Sunday after he called
the Maha Kumbh “faaltu
(meaningless )”. His remarks
came while commenting on
the stampede at the New
Delhi Railway station, in
which 18 people lost their
lives and many were left
injured as passengers rushed
to board trains bound for
Prayagraj. When asked to
comment on the large crowds
heading to the mega religious

gathering and suggestions
for crowd management,
Prasad said, “Kumbh ka

kahan koi matlab hai. Faltu
hai Kumbh (Is there any
meaning to Kumbh?... It
is just meaningless).” The
RIJD chief called the incident

an ‘“unfortunate one” and
blamed  the  Railways’
“mismanagement” for
it. “The incident is very

unfortunate and I offer my
condolences to the victims.
This is a mismanagement by

Recently, Donald Trump
credited DOGE for finding
tens of billions of dollars
in government  savings.
Speaking to reporters on
February 11, Trump stated,
“We're talking about tens
of billions of dollars that
we've already found. But
you're talking about maybe
500 billion. It's crazy the
numbers you're talking
about,” as reported by
Agencies.

Uedl, AAaR
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Delhi cops say similar train names
caused confusion, led to deadly stampede

Agency: The  Delhi
Police said two trains having
a similar name of ‘Prayagraj’
and the announcement of
one of them arriving at
platform 16 at the New
Delhi railway station led
to confusion which later
caused a stampede killing
18 people. Police said the
announcement of Prayagraj
Special arriving at platform
16 led to confusion among
people as another train with

a similar name, Prayagraj
Express, was already at
platform  14. Passengers

who couldn’t reach their
train at platform 14 thought
it was arriving at platform
16. The last-minute panic
and movement of the
people burdened with heavy
luggage from one platform to
another led to the stampede,
police said. Additionally,
there were four trains
heading to Prayagraj, out of
which three were delayed,
leading to an unprecedented
crowding from Platforms 12
to 16, according to the Delhi
Police. The Delhi Police’s
statement came after the
Northern Railways said no
platforms were changed,
and a passenger fell on the
footover bridge between
platforms

causing others behind him
to stumble, leading to the

tragic incident.

Himanshu Shekhar
Upadhyay, the Chief
Public Relations  Officer
(CPRO) of  Northern
Railways, said that the
tragic incident occurred

after a passenger slipped on
the foot overbridge between
Platforms 14 and 15,
causing others behind him
to fall. Calling it a “normal
rush”, Upadhyay said no
trains were cancelled and
the timings of them were
not changed. He clarified
that additional special trains
to cater to the burgeoning
crowd of Maha Kumbh
devotees were run and that
no platforms were changed.
He asserted that the situation
was under control and train
operations were running
smoothly. On Saturday, 18
people died and dozens
of others were injured in
a stampede triggered by a
sudden rush of passengers
heading towards Prayagraj
for the Maha Kumbh
Mela. Those who died
comprised nine women,
five children and four
men. As per information,
the eldest victim was
79 years old, while the

youngest was a seven-year-
old girl. According to an
enquiry report, hundreds
of passengers were waiting
on Platform 14 of the New
Delhi railway station to
board a train for Prayagraj.
A large number of travellers
also gathered at the adjacent
Platform 13 to board
the Swatantrata  Senani
Express, which runs from
New Delhi to Darbhanga.
However, the Swatantrata
Senani Express was delayed
and rescheduled to depart at
midnight, due to which the
passengers remained on the
platform. As a result of the
additional ticket sales, the
number of travellers started
to increase on Platform 14,
leading to overcrowding,
with hardly any empty
space for people to even
stand on, the report said.
On Sunday, Delhi Police
said it would launch a probe
into the stampede and said
it would analyse CCTV
footage to ascertain what
exactly happened before
the tragedy unfolded. The
Railways announced a Rs
10 lakh compensation for
families of the victims; Rs
2.5 lakh for the seriously
injured; and Rs 1 lakh for
those with minor injuries.

hai Kumbh’* Lalu Yadav’s
on Delhi §tampede sparks row

the Railways that led to the
loss of so many lives. The
Railway Minister should take
responsibility,” Prasad, who
is a former Railways minister,
said. The remarks drew sharp
criticism from the BJP and

Hindu  religious leaders,
who condemned Prasad’s
comments, accusing him

of doing politics over dead
bodies. “He is making such
comments due to his politics
of appeasement. The RJD
leaders have always insulted
the religious sentiments of
Hindus. The latest statement
by Lalu Prasad, calling the
Maha Kumbh meaningless,
exposes the party’s mindset
towards the Hindu religion,”
Sharma was quoted as saying
by news agency. Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Vijay
Kumar Sinha alleged that
the RJD supremo is doing

politics over the incident
and said, “He has always
attacked Sanatan dharma,

and their mindset is clearly
reflected in their attitude

Legs chained, hands cuffed: Indian
deportee on 2nd US flight recounts ordeal

Agency: An  Indian
deportee who was on board
the second US military aircraft
carrying illegal immigrants,
claimed that “our legs were
chained and hands cuffed”
throughout the journey, just
over a week after the first
batch of deportees also made
similar complaints, triggering
a massive uproar. Daljit Singh,
a native of Kurala Kalan
village in Punjab’s Hoshiarpur
district, was among the 116
illegal Indian immigrants
on board the C-17 US
military aircraft that landed
in Amritsar at around 11.35
pm on Saturday following a
90-minute delay. The second
batch of deportees comprised
65 people from Punjab, 33
from Haryana; eight from
Gujarat; two each from Uttar
Pradesh, Goa, Maharashtra
and Rajasthan; and one each
from  Himachal  Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir.
Speaking to reporters in
Hoshiarpur, Singh also said
that he had been taken to
the US via the treacherous

“donkey” route -- an illegal
and dangerous journey taken
by migrants to enter America.
Meanwhile, his wife claimed
that a travel agency deceived
her husband, and instead
of a flight to the US that he
had promised, Singh was
taken via the donkey route.
She further alleged that a
man from their village had
introduced Singh to the travel
agent. Upon their arrival, the
deportees had to immediately
proceed for immigration and
background checks, following
which they were allowed to
proceed to their homes in the
early hours of Sunday.

The Punjab and Haryana
governments made special
travel arrangements for the
deportees hailing from the
two states. Meanwhile, a third
plane carrying 157 deportees
is expected to land in Amritsar
on Sunday. However, there
was no immediate information
on the arrival time. The
first US flight carrying 104
deportees, including 13
children, landed in Amritsar

on February 5, marking the
first time that Indian illegal
immigrants were sent back
as part of President Donald
Trump’s massive crackdown
against undocumented aliens
that he launched on his first

day in office on January
20. However, the deportees
claimed that their hands and
legs were unshackled only
after the aircraft landed in
Amritsar. At the time, one
of those onboard the first
flight, Jaspal Singh from
Punjab’s Gurdaspur, told PTI,
“We thought we were being

taken to another camp. Then
a police officer told us that
we were being taken to India.
We were handcuffed, and our
legs were chained. These were
opened at Amritsar airport.”
On February 6, Michael W
Banks, chief of the US Border

Patrol (UBSP), shared a
video showing the illegal
Indian  immigrants  with

their hands cuffed and legs
shackled entering the C-17
aircraft.

The treatment of the
deportees led to widespread
outrage, especially among

members of the Opposition
who continued to disrupt
proceedings of the Budget
session in Parliament,
demanding a  discussion
on the matter.In response,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said the use of
restraints was part of the
US’s standard  operating
procedure (SOP) and also
assured the opposition that
the Centre was engaging
the rump administration to
ensure that the returning
deportees are not mistreated
in any manner.

towards Sanatan Dharma and
its religious leaders. These
people have even abandoned
their own values for the sake
of appeasement.”

At least 18 people were
killed in the overnight
stampede at the packed New
Delhi Railway Station after
some passengers slipped and
fell on others while coming
down from a footover bridge.
More than a dozen people
were also injured. The Delhi
Police said that the initial

probe found that the incident
happened as  passengers
got confused between the

‘Prayagraj Express’ and
the  ‘Prayagraj  Special’
when the announcement

of the latter's arrival was
made. The announcement
of the ‘Prayagraj Special’
arriving at Platform 16 led
to confusion among the
waiting passengers because
the Prayagraj Express was
already at Platform 14.
People who were reaching

Platform 14 thought their
train was arriving at Platform
16 and rushed towards it,

leading to the stampede,
police said. A high-level
committee has been formed
to probe the incident. A
compensation of Rs 10 lakh
each has been announced
by the Railways for the
families of those killed in the
stampede. Those seriously
injured will get Rs 2.5 lah
each and those with minor
injuries Rs 1 lakh each.

India vs Pakistan is overhyped: Harbhajan

sends Champions Trophy warning to fans

Agency: Former India
off-spinner Harbhajan Singh
dismissed the hype surrounding
the India vs Pakistan clash in
the Champions Trophy 2025,
stating that fans will not enjoy
the contest as much as they
anticipate due to the disparity
in quality between the two
teams. Harbhajan asserted
that India are far ahead of
Pakistan in ODI cricket and
predicted that the February
23 encounter in Dubai will
be a one-sided affair. The
excitement surrounding the
marquee India vs Pakistan
clash remains as high as ever.
Tickets for the match at the
25,000-seater stadium went
on sale for the second time
on Sunday, February 16,
only to sell out within hours.
Harbhajan acknowledged
that ticket prices for the
highly anticipated encounter
are significantly higher than
usual but cautioned fans
against expecting a closely
fought contest  between
the two rivals. “India and
Pakistan. You heard it right-
this is an overhyped match
between India and Pakistan.
Because there is nothing in
it,” Harbhajan Singh said on
a YouTube show. He also

pointed out the vast gulf in
class between the two batting
line-ups, expressing his belief
that Pakistan will not even put
up a strong fight against India
next Sunday in Dubai. “Look
at their main batters. Their
star batter is Babar Azam.
His average against India is
31. If you are a top batter,
you have to average around
50. Then, there is Rizwan. I
like him as a player. He plays
freely. But his average against
India is 25. Fakhar Zaman,
their only full-time opener,
has an average of 46. It's a
good average. Fakhar can take
the game away from India.”
“Faheem  Ashraf averages
12.5!1 don’t think he will be
a big threat. Saud Shakeel has
an average of 8 against India.
“Looking at their batting line-
up, I don't get the confidence
that this team will even fight,”
Harbhajan said.

India and Pakistan last
played in the T20 World
Cup in 2024 in New York.
Pakistan failed to chase 120
in that match, letting go of a
good chance to clinch a win
over their arch-rivals. Their
last ODI meeting -- during the
2023 World Cup in Ahmedabad
-- was also a one-sided affair.

Pakistan were bowled out for
191 with Babar Azam scoring
the only fifty of their innings.
India chased down the total
in just 30.3 overs after Rohit
Sharma smashed 86 off just 63
balls. However, Pakistan will
look to take confidence from the
positive head-to-head record
against India in Champions
Trophy. Pakistan have won
three of their five meetings
against India, including the final
of the 2017 edition in London.
However, Harbhajan said India
are heading into the tournament
with good ODI form and
highlighted that New Zealand
defeated Pakistan in a recent
ODI tri-series in Pakistan. The
World Cup-winning former
India cricketer even said New
Zealand will beat Pakistan in the
first match of the Champions
Trophy scheduled to be held
in Karachi on February 19.
“Recently, India hammered
England at home. On the other
hand, Pakistan lost to New
Zealand in a tri-series at home.
“Keep in mind, New Zealand
will play the first match against
Pakistan. I think New Zealand
will hammer Pakistan once
again. Because, New Zealand
seem to have understood the
conditions and tactics.



