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Agency: Internet services
have been suspended in
Bihar's  Jamui  district
from Monday for 72 hours
after tensions between two
communities escalated on
Sunday evening triggering
violence and law-and-order
situation, the police said.
As a precautionary measure,
the state government asked
the district administration
to impose the ban under
Section 5 of the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885 till 4am
on February 20. Services
such as Facebook, Twitter,
WhatsApp, WeChat,
Google, Skype, Snapchat,
Telegram, YouTube as well
as other social networking
sites will remain affected
for the next three days.
According to the notification
issue by the additional chief
secretary to the government,
“As per available inputs and

n to impose the ban under Section 3 of the Indian T

as reported by the DM and
SP of Jamui, some anti-
social element in Jamui
may use internet medium to
transit objectionable content
in order to spread rumour
and disaffection amongst
public at large with a view
to incite them to commit
various  offences against
harmony and
cause damage to life and
property and disturb peace
and tranquillity.” “We took
the decision due to incidents

communal

of  violence. Rumours
are being spread through
internet-based  applications

and services. Various social
media platforms, YouTube
channels and  so-called
news portals are spreading
rumours,” Munger range
DIG Rakesh Kumar said.
The DIG told HT that
the administration lodged
two separate FIRs based

on the statements of both
the communities.  Eight
people have been arrested
so far, while the DM and
SP have visited the spot
and took stock of the
situation. Additional forces
with magistrates have been
deployed at separate places,
including  Jhajha  police

station and Jamui town.
Police said that the incident
took place at Baliadih village
in Jhajha when anti-social
elements allegedly attacked a
procession, led by the ABVP
and Hindu Swabhimaan
Sangthan, with sticks and
rods, and pelted stones when
some  worshippers  were

eraph Act, 1885

Internet services suspended 1n
Jamui1 over communal tensions

returning from a Hanuman
temple. More than six people
were injured while many
of their vehicles, including
cars and motorcycles, were
damaged. Those injured were
identified as Nitish Kumar
Sao, Khusbu Pandey, Pintu
Kumar, Madhavlal Kashyap,
Suraj Barnwal and others.

Pakistan clarify Indian flag
controversy after backlash

Agency: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has
issued a clarification after the
Indian flag was not seen at the
National Stadium in Karachi
ahead of the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025. A video went
viral on social media showing
the flags of the participating
nations being hoisted on the
roof of the stadium. Much to
everyone's surprise, the Indian
national flag was nowhere
to be seen, which sparked
strong reactions from fans on
social media. Many believed
that since India would be
playing all of their matches
of the Champions Trophy in
Dubai, hence their flag was
not hoisted in Karachi. Amid
the controversy, PCB has
given a clarification on the
matter saying that the ICC has
advised that only four flags
would be hoisted on match
days. “The ICC has advised
that only four (4 ) flags will be
hoisted on CT25 match days
- ICC (Event Authority),
PCB (Event Host) and the
two sides competing on that
day,” a PCB source told.

‘Leave ego aside’:

India are set to play all of
their matches at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium
after their government didn’t
give permission to travel to
Pakistan. Both the PCB and
the BCCI (Board of Control
for Cricket in India) gave an
agreement to the ICC that India
and Pakistan teams would
play their matches at a neutral
venue during tournaments
hosted by each other. Hence,
as per the agreement, Pakistan
will also not travel to India
for the Women's World Cup
2025 later this year and the
men’s T20 World Cup 2026.
India and Pakistan don't hold
bilateral relations since 2012~
13 when Pakistan travelled
to India for ODI and T20I
series. While India last visited

Congress

demands Centre postpone
selection of poll body chief

Agency: The panel
comprising Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah, and Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi to select the new Chief
Election Commissioner is in
violation of a Supreme Court
order regarding the composition
of the committee, the Congress
said on Monday, as the panel
met to pick the poll body chief.
The party, which alleged that
the government wants ‘“only
control but not credibility,” said
that, as per the court order, the
committee should comprise the
Prime Minister, the Leader of
the Opposition, and the Chief
Justice of India instead of the
Home Minister. In March 2023,
the Supreme Court ruled that the
Chief Election Commissioner
shall be appointed on the advice
of a committee consisting
of the Prime Minister, the
Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, and the Chief
Justice. However, this provision
was to be in pance until the
government brings a new law
on the matter. Subsequently, the
government brought the Chief
Election Commissioner and
other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023, replacing the Chief

Justice with the Home Minister.
This law has been challenged
in the Supreme Court, and
the hearing on the matter was
scheduled for February 19. “So
far, the Supreme Court has
passed three orders regarding
this and the next hearing is
scheduled to take place around
February 19. Therefore, the
stand of Congress regarding the
selection of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) is very
clear: The meeting held today
regarding the election of CEC
should be postponed, the
Modi government should file a
petition in the Supreme Court
that the hearing related to the
CEC election should be held
soon. Congress will fully support
the government in this,” senior
Congress  leader  Abhishek
Manu Singhvi said at a press
conference. Singhvi argued
that this move undermines
the credibility of the Election
Commission, suggesting that the
government is more interested
in control than maintaining
the institution’s independence.
“Removing or trying to keep
the Chief Justice out of the
appointment (of CEC) process
as an independent entity, the

in 2008 for the
Asia Cup, the Men in Green
travelled to India for the T20
World Cup 2016 and the ODI
World Cup 2023. However,
seeing India not reciprocating

Pakistan

the gesture, Pakistan have
also denied travelling to their
country for the ongoing cycle
of the ICC events. Meanwhile,
Pakistan will take on New
Zealand in the curtain raiser
of the Champions Trophy
on February 19 in Karachi,
India will lock horns with
Bangladesh in their opening
game on February 20. Both
India and Pakistan have
been placed in Group A in
the eight-team tournament
and will be clashing against
each other in a blockbuster
encounter on February 23.
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Bengaluru to be hotter than
Delhi this year: Weather body

Agency: For a city that boasts of pleasant
weather throughout the year, Bengaluru is
set to surpass the national capital region
in terms of temperature, predicts the India
Meteorological Department (IMD ). Not just
that, Bengaluru will experience hotter days
in the coming weeks. As it stands, from last
year to this, the temperature in the capital
Karnataka rose by 2.7 degree Celsius. On
the other hand, Delhi had experienced a
temperature of 29 degree Celsius, making
Bengaluru on the warmer side. To state
the extremes, February 17, 2025, has been
reported to be the hottest day in Bengaluru
so far, with a temperature of 35.9 degree
Delhi’s temperature
today stands at 27 degree Celsius—breaking
all claims of Bengaluru having the best
weather across India. While the day hours
would remain warmer, the evenings would
be chilly with a minimum hovering around
17 degree Celsius. Despite this, Bengaluru
will remain slightly hotter than Delhi.
Summer in Bengaluru sets in during the first
week of March but IMD suggests an early
onset this year by mid-week of February.
The IMD attributed this switch to the
absence of northern winds which usually
maintain a balance by providing cooler
Additionally, meteorologists
hinted that the ongoing La Nifia phenomenon
may be impacting Bengaluru's weather.
While Delhi's temperature remains within

Celsius. In contrast,

temperatures.

Congress distances from Sam Pitroda's
China remark: Definitely not party's view

Agency:
Monday distanced itself from
their overseas in-charge Sam
Pitroda’s remarks on China,
saying that they don't reflect

Congress on

the party’s views. “The
views reportedly expressed
by Sam Pitroda on China
are most definitely not the
views of the Indian National
Congress,” Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
said on X.

The clarification came
after Pitroda said that he
“does not understand the
threat from China that
India is facing.” In an
interview, he said that the
threat from China is usually
exaggerated, and it is the
US that has a “tendency to
define an enemy.” Ramesh,

S5 kninnrn Hamesh £

slamming the government,

stated, “China continues
to be our primary foreign
policy, external security,
and economic challenge The
Congress has repeatedly
raised questions on the Modi
government's approach to
China, including the PM’s
public clean chit to it on
June 19, 2020. Our most
recent statement on China
was on January 28, 2025."
Pitroda’s remarks, which
came in response to US
President Donald Trump’s
offer to mediate the issue
during PM  Modi's visit
to Washington last week,
drew sharp criticism from
the BJP on Monday. The

BJP said that the remarks
by the Congress veteran
were ‘a very deep blow to
India’s identity, diplomacy,
and sovereignty”. BJP leader
Sudhanshu Pandey slammed
Sam Pitroda, saying his
remarks reflected his party’s
stance on China. He linked
Pitroda’s  comments to
past statements by Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha.
“During one of his foreign
trips, Rahul Gandhi claimed
that China had addressed
unemployment despite
challenges. But the reality
is that China's employment
rate is only 24 per cent,”
Pandey said.

suggests

of

norm.

the expected
Bengaluru has shown abnormal patterns like
Raichur and Kalaburgi, both known to be
the hottest sites in Karnataka. Bengaluru's
trend of overtaking Delhi's temperature
around this time has been consistent from
the past two years. Historically, February
temperatures in Bengaluru have ranged
between 15 degree Celsius and 30 degree
Celsius.On the other hand, Delhi’s February
temperatures typically range from 12 degree
Celsius to 16 degree Celsius.This data
that
have been consistently higher than Delhi’s
during this period. This persistent trend
elevated
the city’s pattern of surpassing Delhi in
daytime warmth. With forecasts predicting
sustained higher temperatures in the coming
days, Bengaluru's premature transition into
summer seems to be an emerging climatic

ranges of mid-February,

Bengaluru s temperatures

temperatures  underscores

Next Delhi CM likely to take
oath at Ramlila Maidan on

February 20: BJP sources

Agency: The next chief
minister of Delhi along with
the council of ministers
is likely to take oath at
Ramlila Maidan on February
20, BJP sources said on
Monday. The oath ceremony
is likely to be held around
430 pm on February 20,
which is expected to be
attended by top BJP leaders,
including chief ministers
from the party-ruled states,
the sources said. A BIP
legislative party meeting,
which was to be held on
Monday, has been postponed
to most likely Wednesday
when the party will finalise
on the candidate for the chief
minister’'s post, the sources
said. The details of the oath

ceremony will be discussed
at the meeting, they added.
BJP returned to power in
Delhi after more than 26
years by sweeping the recent
assembly election, the results
of which were announced
on February 8. The party
ended the decade-long rule
AAP, winning 48 seats in
the 70-member House to
AAP’s 22. The victory was
sweetened by the defeat of
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal,
who lost his New Delhi seat
to BIP's Parvesh Verma.

Silent And Sinister: How Akshaye

Agency: What is
telltale sign of a good actor7
At the outset, their ability
to display a wide range of
emotions. Another, perhaps,
is their skill to play off
their peers. Yet another and
unarguably, their ability to
be so convincing in their
character that one fails to
notice the real face behind
the reel persona. So, when
the end credits roll, and you
see their names, you can't
help but wonder, ‘Where
did he come? What role
did he play?’ This is what
happened through Chhaava’s
ending and saw Akshaye
Khanna's name in the
credits. Honest confession:
I completely missed out on
the promotional material of
the film that revealed him
playing the Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb. gship above
kinship and wouldn't hesitate
to kill a family member
or two for power. His
understated menace provided
the perfect counterbalance to
Vicky Kaushal's fiery, war-
driven energy. Aurangzeb
has long been a fascinating

government has made it clear, figure in Indian cinema,

they want only control but not much like the Mughal

credibility. Empire itself. Its royal
I =

courts, adorned with delicate
ornaments, luxuriant drapes
of gold, green, and red,
and expansive courtyards
with lush green gardens,
have made  filmmakers
frequently reimagine this
period, portraying emperors
in different shades - from
the austere disciplinarian
Akbar in Mughal-e-Azam
(1960) to the romantic,
visionary Akbar in Jodhaa
Akbar (2008). Chhaava
adds to this lineage, offering
yet another cinematic
interpretation of Mughal
history - this time through
the eyes of its most feared
emperor. Aurangzeb, as one
of the most controversial
rulers of the Mughal era, has
been explored by filmmakers
in different shades, from
ruthless tyrant to strategic
leader.Earlier, several
historical  period dramas
have explored Aurangzeb,
who ruled India for nearly
50 years from 1658 to
1707 and took the throne
after imprisoning his father
Shah Jahan and having
his elder brother killed. In
Shyam Benegal's acclaimed
TV series Bharat Ek Khoj
(1988 ), Om Puri delivered

a remarkable performance
as  haughty  Aurangzeb.
He perfectly captured the
character’s complexities.
Actor  Ashutosh  Rana,
who we see as Hombirrao
Mohite, Sambhaji's uncle
in Chhaava, took up the
menacing  character  of
Aurangzeb in MX Player’s
2021 web series Chhatrasal.
In the 20-episode historical

drama, which revisits
Maharaja Chhatrasal’s battle
for  Bundelkhand, Rana

aced as a ruthless usurper.
Rana, in an interview earlier,
explained that the biggest
challenge in playing a
historical character is, “that
people have already read
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about that character and have
formed his/her image in their
head. An actor never knows
of that image, so meeting that
expectation of the audience
is tough.” In his opinion, an
actor has to focus not only
on the physical persona of a
historical character but also
on the emotional, spiritual,
psychological and social
persona. “All that needs
to be done is to get the
psyche of a character right,”
explained Rana who tried to
understand the basic nature
and instinct of Aurangzeb
before playing it on-screen.
Actor Yatin Karyekar won
the audience’s hearts with
his portrayal of Aurangzeb

in Marathi shows, Swarajya

Saudamini  Tararani and
Raja Shivchhatrapati.
In Chhaava, Akshaye

Khanna's interpretation of
Aurangzeb is both chilling
and commanding. While the
film primarily focusses on
the valour of Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj (played
by Vicky Kaushal ),
Akshaye ensures that
Aurangzeb is not reduced
to a one-dimensional
villain. Instead, he embodies
the emperor’'s calculated
ruthlessness with measured
intensity. His silence, alone,
is explosive. As you walk
out of the theatre, thinking
about Chhava's unimpressive
dialogues, you still end
up thanking the writers
for letting Akshaye emote
through his face, not his
words. At one moment, when
Diana Penty as Zinatunissa,
the feisty daughter of
Aurangzeb, seems to be
reading from a teleprompter
about how Sambhaji is
refusing to give in to their
torture, Akshaye leaves more
impact by just munching on
grapes and indicating to go
for Sambhaji's eyes next.
His expression sends a chill

Khanna’s Aurangzeb stole Chhaava

down your spine thinking
- what next. 300 years
after his death, Aurangzeb
continues to be a subject of
intrigue in Indian historical
dramas, often  depicted
as a tyrant, a zealot, or
a ruthless strategist who
placed power above kinship.
While several actors have
taken on the role, Akshaye
Khanna's restrained, quietly
menacing portrayal in
Chhaava stands out as one
of the most compelling in
Indian cinema. Ironically,
Vicky Kaushal was once
set to portray Aurangzeb in
Karan Johar's now-shelved
Takht. But fate had other
plans, leading to Akshaye's
masterclass in restraint. His
self-contained stillness is his
greatest weapon, exemplified
in the opening sequence
where he surprises both his
courtiers and the audience
- not by celebrating Shivaji
Maharaj's death but by
coldly announcing state-
wide celebrations. Akshaye’s
Aurangzeb lingers in my
mind long after the credits
roll, proving that sometimes,
the most fearsome rulers
don’t need to scream wildly
- they just need to exist.



