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New Delhi stampede wasn’t
solely a Railway blunder?

Agency: The Indian
Railways is facing criticism
for the mismanagement at
New Delhi Railway Station
that resulted in a deadly
stampede on February 15. The
crowd crush led to the death
of 18 people, most of them
women and children. The
railway officials responsible
for adjusting platforms for
eastbound trains and the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) personnel undeniably
share responsibility for the
incident. But is the entire
blame solely on the Railways
or other government
departments, too must share
the blame ? That the Railways
missed a trail of red flags
that could have prevented
the stampede on February 15
is true. But there is a bigger
question here. Was there no
prior information with the
Delhi Police that could have
been shared with railway
officials about the incoming
crowd at New Delhi station ?
Questions are now spilling
beyond the railway station
premises, as the New Delhi
station is barely a square
kilometre in an area located
at the heart of the capital.
Beyond the station premises,
the law and order falls
under the prerogative of the
Delhi Police, which operates
under the Union Home
Ministry. Did the Delhi
Police personnel stationed
at chowkis on both the
Paharganj and Ajmeri Gate
sides fail to notice the massive
influx of passengers heading
towards the station on
February 15? The questions
to the local administrations
include why no holding area
was created in collaboration
with the Railways despite
the ongoing Maha Kumbh,

and why intelligence inputs
or real-time feedback on a
surge in passengers weren't
shared with the Railways.
The Maha Kumbh is the
world’s  largest peaceful
gathering of people. Till
February 14, 50 crore people
had visited Prayagraj for the
Maha Kumbh. To cater to
this flow of devotees, the
Railways is running special
trains to Prayagraj, including
from New Delhi. The
Railways has, meanwhile,
constituted a two-member
high-powered  committee,
which will come to a final
conclusion on the cause after
going through all reports of
multiple departments. The
New Delhi railway station
stampede was caused by
overcrowding due to multiple
east-bound trains arriving at
the same platforms, poor
crowd management, lack of
coordination between railway
authorities and  police,
confusing  announcements,
and absence of holding areas
to regulate passenger flow.
Just as station
superintendents and station
masters, along with their
teams, are responsible for
the management of the
movement of trains and
rakes in a railway station,
the RPF and the GRP
( Government Railway
Police) are mandated to
maintain and order
and provide security on the
Indian  Railways system.
While both forces operate
within the same domain and
their responsibilities

law

area,
differ.

“While the RPF comes
under the operational and
administrative control of the
Ministry of Railways, the
GRP is an extension of the

state police and is deployed
at railway stations,” a senior
IPS officer, who has worked
with the GRP, told on
condition of anonymity. The
RPF’s primary responsibility
is to safeguard railway
property, including rolling
stock (coaches and wagons ),
stations, and yard premises,
protecting them from
damage or sabotage. It is also
tasked with investigating
incidents of vandalism, theft,
and other crimes related
to Indian Railways’ assets
and entrusted property. On
moving trains, it is mostly
the RPF that monitors
security and helps with law
enforcement. “So, during
periods of high footfall,
such as Deepawali, Durga
Puja, Chhath, and more
recently, the Maha Kumbh,
both forces (RPF and GRP)
work together to ensure the
safe movement of passengers
at railway stations,” said
the IPS officer. On the

evening of February 15,
thousands of passengers
crowded the New Delhi

Railway Station, occupying
platforms, foot-overbridges,
and  stairways.  Multiple
eastbound trains, including
those heading to or passing
through Prayagraj, where
the Maha Kumbh is taking
place, were delayed, and
their passengers clustered
on platforms on the Ajmeri
Gate side. Then came the
confusing  announcement
regarding two trains with
the name ‘Prayagraj’, that
acted as a catalyst for the

stampede. “Upon hearing
the announcement, the
passengers with  general

tickets, who were waiting
on platform 14, rushed
towards 16 by crossing the

5 Odisha university staffers arrested after

protests over Nepal student suicide

Agency: Five staffers,
including three directors
and two security guards,
were arrested on Tuesday
in connection with the
students protest over the
alleged suicide of a Nepali
student at Kalinga Institute
of Industrial Technology
(KIIT) in Bhubaneswar.
The  incident  triggered
widespread protests by more
than 500 Nepali students
across the campus. The
matter escalated when the
varsity authorities tried to
forcibly evict some students
from the campus, leading
to diplomatic intervention.
The arrest followed a police
report  released  today,
which detailed an incident
involving the alleged use

of force by security guards
and  university officials
to remove protesting

students from the campus.
Witnesses, according to

the police, claimed that the
guards verbally abused and

physically  assaulted the
students, resulting in injuries.
The individuals arrested
have been identified as two
security guards, Ramakanta
Nayak and Jogendra Behera,
along with three university
officials. They now face
charges under the relevant
sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
“KIIT has always been
a home to students from
across the world, fostering

a culture of inclusivity,
respect, and care. We
deeply regret the recent

incident and reaffirm our
commitment to the safety,
dignity, and well-being of all

7 killed, 18 injured as dumper
truck crashes into van in MP

Agency: Seven  people
were killed and 18 injured as
a dumper truck hit a stationary
loading van in  Madhya
Pradesh’s Bhind district on
Tuesday morning, officials said.
The accident occurred around 5
am near Jawaharpura village
when a group of people was
returning from a wedding, SP
Asit Yadav said. He said some
of the victims were sitting in the
van, and others were standing
on the road when a speeding
dumper truck dashed into them
and their vehicle. Three persons
were killed on the spot, and
four others succumbed to their
injuries later, taking the toll to
seven, including four women,
Collector Sanjeev Shrivastava

told reporters. He said the
dumper truck crashed into the
van probably while trying to
avoid hitting a motorcycle. Of
the 18 injured, 12 were referred
to Gwalior, while the others
were undergoing treatment
at the Bhind district hospital,
the official said. Angry locals
staged a road blockade after the
incident, eyewitnesses said. The
collector said the SP and the
SDM went to the spot to pacify
the agitated villagers, and they
relented. Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav expressed grief over
the incident. He announced an
assistance of Rs 4 lakh each
to the kin of the deceased, Rs
1 lakh each to the seriously
injured.

our students, including our
dear Nepali students,” the
apology letter reads. Prakriti
Lamsal, a third-year BTech
student, was found dead in
her hostel room on Sunday
evening. Her friends claimed
that harassment by her ex-
boyfriend, Advik Srivastava,
led to her taking her own life.
Prakriti’s father also accused
her former boyfriend of
“harassing and emotionally
blackmailing” his daughter.
Following a  complaint
from Prakriti’s brother, the
police filed a case. Advik
Srivastava was arrested and
charged with abetment of
suicide under Section 108 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS). The incident led to
protests by over 500 Nepali
students at the
Tensions increased when the
college attempted to evict
some students, prompting
diplomatic intervention.

campus.

foot overbridge,” noted the
Railway's probe report. At
the time of the stampede,
around 60 Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and
20 Delhi Police personnel
were stationed across the
16 platforms of New Delhi
Railway Station, a report in
The Indian Express noted. A
railway official also told the
newspaper that deploying
an adequate number of
personnel on the platforms
and timely announcements
could have prevented such a
large-scale tragedy. “When
the railways anticipate high
footfall, such as during
festivals or the ongoing
Maha Kumbh, the GRP
and RPF follow dedicated
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs)
to manage the crowd.
Measures like suspending
platform tickets, designating
separate  platforms  for
specific destinations, and
ensuring distinct entry and
exit points are implemented

during  these  periods,”
an Uttar Pradesh-based
police  Inspector, who's

with the GRP, told agency.
“Provisions  for  holding
areas outside major stations
are also made to decongest
platforms and waiting halls
during such times,” adds

the Inspector.  Holding
areas, which the Railways
managed effectively

during the 2024 Diwali-
Chhath season at Anand
Vihar Terminal (a hub for
Bihar-bound trains), were
notably absent at New Delhi
station. Now, two days
after the stampede, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
informed that separate
holding areas at 60 busy
stations across India would

be made to regulate the rush
of passengers.

Apart from these
measures, the IPS officer
tells India Today Digital,

“These days, CCTV
cameras are installed around
railway  stations.  Their
footage is recorded and

monitored by the railways
and the RPF, which uses it
for surveillance and crowd
management.” The UP-
based GRP Inspector, who
is on the ground during the
Maha Kumbh, says, “In
the case of the stampede
at New Delhi Railway
Station, it is clear that not
all SOPs were followed.
Otherwise, these 18 lives
would not have been lost.”
While this highlights the
lapses in the responsibilities
of the Railways, the Delhi
Police, through its presence
in the New Delhi station
via the GRP, also appeared
complacent -- not just during
the stampede but even
before it, as five red flags
were already emerging from
the developing situation.
The New Delhi Railway
Station sees an average of 5
lakh passengers daily, with
footfall increasing to 6 lakh
during the festive or holiday
seasons. News reports have
said that there were some
80 personnel deployed at
the station -- but what
about outside the station ?
Wasn't the stampede
that killed 18 people
also a failure of the local
intelligence-gathering
mechanism, because the
Railways has limited ability
to handle such a surge
in passengers? And its
jurisdiction is confined to
its premises. In situations
like these, can the local

administration jump in and
inform the railways about
the impending crowd ?
“Yes, information about
the surge in passengers could
have been shared with the
Railways, the RPF, and the
New Delhi GRP, allowing
them to raise an alarm and
take preventive measures.
The RPF could have sought
the help of the local police
on intelligence and also
with the management of the
crowd at New Delhi station
that evening,” the senior
IPS officer told agency.
“However, the Delhi Police
that is deployed at the
railway station, could also
have informed the forces
deployed at the station
about the developing crowd
situation. The state police

can inform the railway
about such situations,
in writing through the

GRP too,” the senior IPS
officer added. The Kamla
Market Police station is
hardly 800 metres from
the spot of the February
15 stampede. In this case,
the RPF’s Intelligence Cell

called the Multi-Agency
Centre, where it shares
information ~ with  other

law enforcement agencies,
clearly did not work. Now
to ascertain the cause of
the stampede,
associated departments
have been asked to prepare
reports. After going through
these reports, the high-level
committee set up by the
Railway Ministry will cross-
question the departments
and reach a conclusion. One
just hopes all big questions,
including if agencies other
than the Railways were to
blame for the February 15
stampede, are answered then.

several

US, Russia appoint teams to work on
ending Ukraine war ‘as soon as possible’

Agency: The United
States and Russia agreed on
Tuesday to begin the process
of ending the Russia-Ukraine
war, as US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio met Russian
Foreign Minister  Sergey
Lavrov in Saudi Arabia’s
Riyadh. The two sides also
appointed high-level teams
to work on ending the
Ukraine conflict “as soon
as possible in a way that is
enduring, sustainable, and
acceptable to all sides,”
State Department said in
a statement. Washington
and Moscow also agreed
to address the “irritants” in
their bilateral relationship,
marking a significant
diplomatic development.
The process will begin with
efforts to end Russia’s war
in Ukraine, though both
sides made it clear that
these efforts are still in the

early stages. Rubio said

SC protects Allahbadia from
arrest, raps him for comments

Agency: The top
court restrained Ranveer
Allahbadia and his associate
influencers on controversial
YouTube show from airing
any other episode till further
orders. Video grab/X In the
eye of the storm over his
comments about parents and
sex during an episode of
stand-up show ‘India’s Got
Latent’, podcaster Ranveer
Allahbadia got a major relief
on Tuesday from the Supreme
Court which protected him
from arrest in multiple FIRs
lodged against him. A Bench
of Justice Surya Kant and
Justice N Kotiswar Singh
also ordered that no further
FIRs could be lodged against

connection  with
this matter. The top court
pulled up Allahbadia for his
irresponsible comments. “Just
because somebody thinks
‘I am popular, I can speak
anything and take society for
granted’ you tell us, who in
the world would like such
words?” Justice Kant said.
“There is something dirty
in his mind which has been
vomited on the YouTube
show,” the Bench commented.
As Allahbadia claimed death
threats to his family and
himself, the top court said he
could approach the police in
Maharashtra and/or Assam
for “protection of his life and
liberty, in case of threats”.

him in

that the two sides agreed
broadly to pursue three
goals: to restore staffing at
their respective embassies in
Washington and Moscow,
to create a high-level team
to support Ukraine peace
talks, and to explore closer
relations and  economic
cooperation. Lavrov also
confirmed the development,
acknowledging that the
talks were useful and that
the Russian and American

delegations  listened  to
each other. He added
that both sides agreed
to create conditions for

fully restoring cooperation
between the two countries.
“Should this conflict come
to an acceptable end, the
incredible opportunities that
exist to partner with the
Russians geopolitically on
issues of common interest
and frankly, economically,
on issues that hopefully will

be good for the world and
also improve our relations in
the long term,” Rubio said.

Relations between Russia
and the US have plunged to
their lowest point in decades
amid the ongoing war. Both
embassies have suffered
severe setbacks due to the
mass expulsion of diplomats
over the years. Meanwhile,
the US and its European
allies have imposed a series
of sanctions on Russia,
significantly weakening the
economy.

Rubio, US  national
security adviser Mike Waltz
and US envoy Steve Witkoff
met for 4.5 hours with the
Russian Foreign Minister
Lavrov as a follow-up to US
President Donald Trump's
telephone call with Russian
President Vladimir Putin last
week. However, Ukraine
was not part of the talks,
hosted by Saudi Arabia.

UPSC further extends last date to
apply for civil services prelims exam

Agency: The  Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC ) has extended the last
date to apply for this year’s
civil services preliminary
examination till February 21.
This is the second extension
in the deadline to apply for
the examination, conducted
annually by the UPSC in
three stages -- preliminary,
mains and interview -- to
select officers of the Indian
Administrative Service,
Indian Foreign Service and
Indian Police Service, among
others. The last date for
submission for Civil Services
(Preliminary )-2025 and
Indian Forest Service
(Preliminary )-2025  “has

been further extended till
February 21 (6 pm),” said
a notice put out by the
Commission on its website.
Further, a correction window
will also be open for the
applicants “from February
22 to February 28", read the
notice, without mentioning
any reasons behind the
second  extension.  The
Commission had recently also
introduced certain changes in
its online application system
for the exam after aspirants
complained of technical
glitches  while  applying
through it. Candidates are
required to apply online by
using the website http://
upsconline.gov.in.
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High levels of faecal
bacteria in Sungam water.
How high is health risk?

Agency: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has
raised concerns over high faecal
coliform bacteria levels in the
Ganga and Yamuna rivers in
Prayagraj as millions are taking
a dip at the Sangam during the
Maha Kumbh. This came after
a report by the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), filed
on February 3, indicated high
levels of faecal bacteria at
various points along both the
rivers near Prayagraj’s Sangam,
especially on Shahi Snan days.
But what does high levels of
faecal bacteria in water mean,
and how big a health hazard is
it? Levels of faecal coliform,
which get in water due to the
mixing of human or livestock
excreta, indicate water quality
and help in monitoring the
presence of disease-causing
bacteria in any water sample.
The CPCB report says the river
water quality did not conform
with the bathing criteria with
respect to biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD). It also didn’t
conform with the primary water
quality for bathing with respect
to faecal coliform (FC).
“Untreated  faecal — material
adds excess organic material
to the water which decays,
depleting the water of oxygen,”
says US-based water research
programme, KnowYourH20,
adding that it is a threat to
the aquatic ecosystem. High
levels of faecal coliform are
associated with several health
risks,  including  typhoid,
gastroenteritis and dysentery,
it says. The water quality

mentioned by the CPCB was
monitored on January 12-13
and the sewage treatment plants
(STPs) were operational.

“The strength of faccal
matter in sewage is monitored
by coliform counts, a water
quality parameter that acts
as an indicator of pathogens
that most commonly cause
diarrhoea, as well as typhoid
and a whole host of enteric
diseases,” according to a report
by the Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE). A 2004
committee formed by the
Ministry of Urban Development
recommended that the desirable
limit of faecal coliform should
be at 500 MPN/100ml and said
that the maximum permissible
limit should be capped at 2,500
MPN/100ml for discharge into
the river. The Union Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change’s CPCB, in its
Maha Kumbh 2025 dashboard
on the water quality at the
various spots along the Ganga
and the Yamuna also notes
that the faecal coliform in the
water should be less than or
equal to 2,500 MPN/100ml. In
the last recorded data on faecal
coliform from February 4, the
CPCB reported its levels in the
Ganga at 11,000 MPN/100ml
before Shastri Bridge and 7,900
MPN/100ml at Sangam. The
Shastri Bridge over the Ganga
is about 2km ahead of the
Sangam site. In the Yamuna,
before its confluence with the
Ganga at Sangam, the reading
was 4,900 MPN/100ml near
the Old Naini Bridge.

Agency: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday lashed out at
the Akhilesh Yadav-led
Samajwadi Party after the
party demanded House
proceedings be translated
into Urdu as well. He
accused the Samajwadi
Party of “double-
standards”, saying they
send their own children to
English medium schools
but want others’ children
to learn Urdu and become
“maulvis”. The heated
exchange was witnessed in
the Uttar Pradesh Vidhan
Sabha on the first day of
the Budget Session. The
Speaker had mentioned
that the proceedings of
the House will now be

available in  Awadhi,
Bhojpuri, Braj, Bundeli,
as well as English.
Samajwadi Party leader

Mata Prasad Pandey then
demanded including Urdu
translation as well. The SP
leader’s remark evoked a
sharp response from Yogi
Adityanath, who slammed
Akhilesh Yadav's party
for advocating Urdu only.

“People  representing
the public here are from
various sections. If anyone
is unable to speak in Hindi
in the House, he should be
able to present in Bhojpuri,
in Braj, in Awadhi, in
Bundelkhandi. But why
are they advocating for
Urdu instead? This is
weird. This is why I say
that the Samajwadi Party
leaders have become so
double-faced that they
would send their children
to English schools and ask
other’s children to go to
schools in villages which
even lack resources,”
Yogi Adityanath  said.
“They send their children
to English medium
schools but when the
government  wants  to

Yogi Adityanath slams
Samajwadi Party’s
‘Urdu bias’: Want to

make children maulvis

- Ay

extend this opportunity to
others’ children, they (SP
leaders) say ‘teach them
Urdu’... they want to make

these children maulvis.
They want to take the
country towards fanaticism
(kathmulla-pan),”
Adityanath said. Speaking
to agency, Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak also
attacked Samajwadi Party,
accusing it of protesting
against regional languages
in order to advocate for
Urdu. “If an MLA is
able to talk in the House
in his mother tongue,
it is a happy occasion.
Samajwadi Party should
look inwards. The way
they are protesting against
regional languages, and the
way they talk about Urdu
to protest against the Hindi
language” Pathak  said.
Meanwhile, Samajwadi
Party leader RK Verma
slammed Yogi Adityanath
for the remark and said a
Chief Minister should not
be speaking in such a way.
“Urdu has been known
as Hindi's younger sister.
Literary  writers cannot
complete  their  works
without the use of the
Urdu tongue. So he (Mata
Prasad Pandey) asked
why not to include Urdu...
but the way the UP Chief
Minister has reacted... I
believe a person at the
constitutional post should
not speak in such a way,”
Verma told agency.




