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Delh1 Chief Minister announcement soon;
BJP may pick Baniya name, Say SOUTCEs

Agency: As the BIP
prepares to announce the
next Chief Minister of
Delhi later today, sources
indicate that the party may
appoint  someone  from
the Baniya community to
lead the government in the
national capital. Among the
top contenders for the post,
Vijender Gupta, Rekha
Gupta, and Jitender Mahajan
are from the Baniya
community, which has a
huge voter base in Delhi.
The newly elected legislature
party members of the BJP,
which returned to power in
Delhi after 27 years, will
meet at the party’s Delhi unit
office on Wednesday to elect
the Leader of the House.
Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva has confirmed that
the Chief Minister’s name
will be announced today
by the party’s two central

observers. “The PM, CMs
of some states, the party’s
central leadership, auto-

rickshaw drivers, labourers
and a few known people from
civil society will attend the
oath ceremony tomorrow,”
he added. Vijender Gupta
is a senior BJP leader who

has served as the president
of the party’s Delhi unit and
has consistently retained
the Rohini seat, winning in
both 2015 and 2020 despite
AAP’s dominance. He has
also served as the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly, with his
experience and resilience
making him a key figure
in the party’s leadership
strategy. Rekha Gupta, an
old RSS figure, who has
been elected from Shalimar
Bagh, is another prominent
Baniya leader in the BIJP.
Her name gains prominence
also amid speculation that
the party may appoint a
woman as Delhi's Chief
Minister. Jitendra Mahajan,
a prominent member of the
Baniya community with
strong ties to the RSS,
secured his third term as an
MLA in 2025 by defeating
Sarita Singh to win the
Rohtas Nagar seat. The
Baniya community wields
considerable influence in
Delhi politics, owing to
its  substantial  presence
and economic  strength.
Historically — engaged in
trade and commerce, the

Union Minister Ravneet
Bittu alleges misbehaviour
by Chandigarh Pollce

scuffle erupts @

Agency: Union
Minister ~ Ravneet  Singh
Bittu has alleged that he
was misbehaved with by
Chandigarh Police officers
outside the Punjab Chief
Minister's residence. Bittu
had visited the residence to
meet CM Bhagwant Mann
and court arrest in protest
against alleged false cases
filed by the Punjab Police
against his two friends
in Patiala and Ludhiana.
However, Bittu claimed that
he was not allowed to enter
the residence by the CM’s
security personnel. He then
tried to enter through another
gate but was stopped again.
Bittu has lodged a complaint
with the UT police, alleging
that he was subjected to

verbal and physical abuse

by the police officers. He
named Deputy SP Uday Pal
Singh and his team, including
two assistant sub-inspectors
and three constables, in
his complaint. According
to Bittu, the police officers
blocked his car cavalcade and
got into a physical altercation
with his security officials.
He has demanded immediate
action against the responsible
officers and has offered to
provide video evidence of the
incident.

Preparations for February 20
oath ceremony in full swing

BJP to announce its Chief
Minister after party MLAs’

Vijender Gupta, Rekha Gupta
possible nomes as sources

at Ramlila Ground meeting today say Baniya face likely
community has leveraged Verma, who  defeated a name, the leadership
its economic power Arvind Kejriwal in the has remained tight-lipped
into political clout. The New Delhi constituency; about its pick. Meanwhile,
community is believed to Ashish Sood, a prominent the preparations for the
have played a crucial role Punjabi leader in the February 20 oath-taking

in the February 5 Assembly
elections, which dethroned
the AAP  government
after a decade. AAP chief
and former Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
also belongs to the Baniya
community. Among other
top contenders for the Chief
Minister’s post are Parvesh

BJP who has served as a
councillor and the general
secretary of the Delhi BJP;
and Virendra Sachdeva,
the Delhi BJP president,
under whose leadership
the party secured a historic
victory. Though the party
has held a series of high-
level discussions to finalise

Mohammad Shami took dip
at Kumbh: Yogi Adityanath

Agency: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath  defended  his
government’s  handling of
the Maha Kumbh Mela

in Prayagraj, emphasising

the scale of arrangements
and dismissing opposition
criticism as politically

motivated. He said that people
from all castes and religions
were welcomed at Kumbh
and said that even cricketer
Mohammad Shami took the
ritual bath.

“There was no
discrimination against anyone
at Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj.
Cricketer Mohammed Shami
also took the holy dip. People
from different caste, creed
and religion, if they have
come with devotion in heart,
they have also taken the holy
dip. Yes, those who came
to tease (mock faith), they

were scolded and sent away,”
Yogi Adityanath said in
Uttar Pradesh Vidhan Sabha.
Soon after, Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav
took a veiled jibe at the BJP
and Yogi Adityanath and
asked if “the cricketer’s name
has also been changed”.

The jibe referred to the
BJP government renaming
several Muslim cities, places,
and historical  structures.
Recently, the Uttar Pradesh
government removed the
name of 1965 war hero
Abdul Hamid from his school
in Ghazipur district and ‘PM
Shri  Composite ~ School’
was painted at the entrance.
Akhilesh Yadav had
slammed described the act
as “extremely reprehensible”,
adding that all that remains
for “some people” is to
rename “India” as “BJP”

1dead, 10 injured after Kumbh returnees’
car crashes into narkell businUP

Agency: A woman
died and 10 others were
injured after a high-
speed traveller carrying
devotees returning
from the Maha Kumbh
Mela crashed into a}
parked bus in Fatehpur &
district of Uttar Pradesh
The incident occurred on
National Highway 2 early
Wednesday morning. The
driver of the mini traveller
is suspected to have fallen
asleep at the wheel, causing
the vehicle to crash into
the parked bus. According
to the police, the devotees

were from  Maharashtra
and Karnataka and were
returning after taking a holy
bath at the Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj. The victim has
been identified as Dharak
Saini, 55, from Baragaon
district of Karnataka. The
condition of the injured is
said to be serious.

iPhone 17 Pro is said to get one
major upgrade in charging

Agency: Apple’s
upcoming iPhone 17 Pro
could get a major upgrade
in charging technology,
with  reports  suggesting
that the company is testing
wireless reverse charging
for the device. According to
a leak from Instant Digital
on Weibo, this new feature
would enable the iPhone
17 Pro to wirelessly charge
other Apple devices like
AirPods or the Apple Watch.
The leaker claims that Apple
is experimenting with a 7.5W
wireless reverse charging
capability for these models.

Reverse wireless charging
has been a long-rumoured
feature for iPhones, and
Apple introduced a limited
version of it with the release
of the MagSafe Battery Pack
in 2021. When attached
to a charging iPhone, the
device could power the
battery pack, marking the
first instance of an iPhone
delivering power to an
accessory. However, Apple
discontinued the MagSafe
Battery Pack in 2023 with
the launch of the iPhone 15
series, which switched to
USB-C.

ceremony are in full swing
at the historic Ramlila
Ground. Party leaders said
the chief minister and the
entire Cabinet will take the
oath at a grand ceremony
attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union minister and other
dignitaries
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Karnataka Lokayukta’s clean chit to
Siddaramaiah, his wife in Muda case

Agency: The Karnataka
Lokayukta gave a clean chit to
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
his wife, and two others in the
Mysore Urban Development
Authority  (Muda)  site
allocation case, with the
anti-corruption watchdog
set to submit a B-report
citing lack of evidenceThe
investigation concluded that
the allegations were civil in
nature and did not warrant
criminal proceedings. sent
to complainant Snehamayi
Krishna, a journalist and
social activist, informing him
of the findings. He has been
given a week to challenge the
report before the designated
magistrate. The Lokayukta's
notice stated that the probe
did not find sufficient proof
to substantiate the charges
and suggested that any
discrepancies may have arisen
from a misunderstanding
of legal provisions. The
complaint had accused Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and
others of irregularities in
Muda’s site allotments and
was filed under multiple
sections of the Indian Penal
Code, the Prevention of
Corruption Act, the Benami
Transactions  ( Prohibition )
Act, and the Karnataka Land
Grabbing Act. However, the

Why tickets were sold beyond limit? Court
raps Railways over Delhi stampede

Agency: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday came
down heavily on the Railways
over the stampede at the New
Delhi railway station that killed
18 people, and questioned the
need for selling tickets exceeding
the capacity of passengers in
a coach. A division bench of
Chief Justice DK Upadhyay and
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela made
the observation while hearing
a plea seeking safety measures
to prevent stampedes at railway
stations in the future.

“If you fix the number of
passengers to be accommodated
in a coach, then why do you
sell? Why does the number
of tickets sold exceed that
number ? That is a problem,”
it said. “Are you aware of
how many lakhs of people
were at the station that day?
Infrastructurally it may not be
possible to control that kind
of crowd. The subsequent

measures were taken. It is
not something like a railway
accident to claim negligence,”
Justice Gedela said.

Citing Section 57 of the
Railways Act, the High Court
ordered the Railways to
examine the fixing of maximum
passengers and the sale of
platform tickets.

“If you implement a simple
thing in a positive manner in
letter and spirit, such a situation
can be avoided. On rush days
you may increase that number
to accommodate the rush
depending on exigencies which
keep on arriving from time to
time. But not fixing the strength
to be accommodated in a coach,
this provision appears to have
been neglected all along,” it
said. The petitioner stated, “If
we go to the station right now,
we will see a lot of crowds
without platform tickets and
train tickets.

Lokayukta's
found no

investigation

criminal
wrongdoing, leading to the
submission of a final report
exonerating the accused.
Reacting to the development,
complainant Snehamayi
Krishna lashed out at
the Lokayukta officials,
alleging that they had acted
under political influence.
“Whatever 1 suspected about
the  Lokayukta  officers
has come true. They have
sold their conscience, been
influenced by politicians, and
worked against their duty.
Despite providing all kinds
of evidence, they are falsely
claiming a lack of proof.”
He further said, “They assert

that there 1is insufficient
evidence against all four
accused -  Siddaramaiah,

his wife, Mallikarjun, and
Devaraj - and intend to file
a ‘B report' on the case.
Moreover, they have even
issued a notice to me. It is
shameful that an educated
IPS officer has conducted
such an investigation. I have
only studied up to the 10th
grade, but I will ensure that

Siddaramaiah is  brought
to justice and punished
under the law.” Leader of

Opposition R Ashoka also
hit out at the Lokayukta's

findings, calling it a “clean
chit guarantee machine”
under the Siddaramaiah-led
government. In a post on
X, he said, “The Lokayukta
investigation in the MUDA
land scam was an investigation
of Siddaramaiah, by

Siddaramaiah, and for
Siddaramaiah. Congress
ministers and MLAs had

given a clean chit to the CM
and his wife even before
the investigation had begun.
So it is no surprise that the
Lokayukta police has now
submitted a B report giving
a clean chit to the CM and
his wife. Neither the people
of Karnataka expected that
the Lokayukta investigation
would bring justice in this
case.”

Taking aim at
Siddaramaiah, Ashoka
further added, ‘CM @
siddaramaiah avare, your

desperate efforts to bury the
truth and jeopardise justice
will not succeed. Justice may
have been delayed but won't
be denied. Truth and truth
alone will win.”

Despite the clean
chit, the Lokayukta said
that compensatory land

allotments made by Muda
between 2016 and 2024 will
still be scrutinised.

3 women Naxalites killed in
Encounter in MP Bulughut

Agency: Three women
Naxalites were killed on
Wednesday in an encounter
with the police in Madhya
Pradesh’s Balaghat district,
an official said. The anti-
Naxal Hawk Force of the
state police and local police
teams took part in the
operation that took place
in a forested area near the
Chhattisgarh  border, said
additional superintendent
of police Vijay Dabar. The
gun battle took place in
the morning, at a location
some 90 km from the
district headquarters, and
more details were awaited,
Dabar told PTI.

“Hawk Force and the
police neutralised three
hardcore Naxalites in an
encounter near Ronda
Forest Camp in Supkhar

Forest Range under Garhi
Police Station area,” an

official statement said.
Police recovered an INSAS
rifle, a Self-Loading Rifle
(SLR) and a .303 rifle,
it said, adding that some
Naxalites were injured in
the encounter, but managed
to escape. Lokayukta
police say no evidence
against Siddaramaiah, wife
in MUDA land scam case’
Twelve police teams are
carrying out a combing
operation to track them
down, the statement
added.

‘Illegal alien deportation flight’: White
House posts video of immigrants in shackles

Agency: In India, several
deportees  shared  their
agonising experiences, stating
that they were subjected to
physical restraints—both
handcuffs and leg chains—
throughout their flight from
the US back to India, only

being  unshackled  after
arrival in Amritsar. This
experience, which they
described as  traumatic,

has raised concerns about
the treatment of deportees
and the ethics behind such
visual representation. Amid

the backlash, the White
House on Tuesday posted a
video showing immigrants
in shackles, preparing to
board a deportation flight
from Seattle in the United
States. The 41-second video,
posted on X, shows a man
putting on handcuffs and
chains on some immigrants.
It also shows a close-up of
a man having his handcuffs
linked together, a man’s feet
in chains as he walks up a
stairway to a plane, and
a man about to board the

aircraft. The video did not
show the faces of any of
the men. The White House
captioned the video “ASMR:
Illegal Alien Deportation
Flight.” Before the White
House, the video was shared
by the Seattle office of the
US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agency, which
captioned it  “Removal
Flight” and wrote, “A group
of undocumented aliens are
flown from Seattle as part of
a process to finalise return
to their home countries.”

Also , Elon Musk reposted
to the White House tweet,
writing, “Haha Wow” The
video has sparked a debate
over the responsibilities of
governments in handling
such sensitive matters and
has being widely criticised.

Enngle opens new office Ananta in Bengaluru, here is your first look at it

W j
Google has officially opened
Ananta, its newest and one of
its biggest campuses globally,
in Bengaluru. Situated in
Mahadevapura, the campus
marks another step in the

company’s long-standing
presence in India. Ananta is
designed to support teams
working across various Google

services,and with the launch of
this large office space, Google
now has over 10,000 employees
across multiple locations in
India, including Bengaluruy,
Hyderabad, Gurugram,
Mumbai, and Pune. India has
always been a crucial market
for Google, with the company
investing heavily to expand

internet access and digital
services. The Ananta campus,
meaning limitless in Sanskrit,
spans 16 million square feet
and can accommodate over
5000 employees. Various
Google teams working on
Android, Search, Pay, Cloud,
Maps, Play, and DeepMind,
among others, will operate

from this new space. “As India
has charted an ambitious new
reality for its citizens with
technology, Google has been
its proud partner over the
last 20 years. The new Ananta
campus in Bengaluru marks
a significant milestone in
our journey, marking the
technological paradigm shift

underway with AL’ said
Preeti Lobana, Vice President
and Country Manager, Google
India. Google says Ananta
has been built to encourage
collaboration while offering
quiet spaces for focused work.
The layout is structured like a
city grid, with clear pathways
making it easy to navigate.

It features neighbourhood-

style  workspaces, small
booths for privacy, and a
central gathering space

called Sabha for discussions
and events. The sculpted
form of the building not only
enhances aesthetics but also
improves access to natural
light and views.



