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Don’t take me lightly: Eknath Shinde amid Government after Trump claims
rift rumours with Devendra Fadnavis

Agency: Mabharashtra
Deputy  Chief  Minister
Eknath Shinde warned his
detractors against taking him
lightly amid speculation of
a widening chasm between
the Shiv Sena chief and
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis. Shinde, who has
been skipping meetings
called by Fadnavis, asserted
that he overturned the
incumbent government
when he was taken lightly
in 2022, referring to the fall
of the Uddhav Thackeray-
led MVA regime. The
remark came after Fadnavis
put on hold a Rs 900 crore
project in Jalna that was
approved during Shinde's
tenure as Chief Minister.
An investigation has also
been ordered amid questions
regarding  the  project’s
validity and the intentions
behind Shinde’s approval.
Speaking  to  reporters,

Shinde said, ‘I am a normal
party worker, but I am also
a worker of Bala Saheb and
everyone should understand
this. When I was taken
lightly in 2022, I overturned
the incumbent government.”
In 2022, Shinde's rebellion
with 40 MLAs triggered a
split in the Shiv Sena and
brought down the curtains
on the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government. He later formed

the government with the
BJP and was made the
Chief Minister. However.

Shinde had to make way
for Fadnavis for the top
post after the BJP's strong
performance in the 2024
Mabharashtra Assembly
polls, where it won 132
of the 230 seats grabbed
by the Mahayuti alliance.
Speculation has been rife
since then that Shinde is
sulking on being denied the
top post. In cryptic remarks,

Shinde further said, “In my
first speech in the Vidhan
Sabha, I said that Devendra
Fadnavis ji would get more
than 200 seats, and we got
232 seats. That is why do not
take me lightly. The people
for whom it is intended will
understand it.”

Sources had previously

Praises for RSS and Modi-Pawar
bonhomie at Marathi Sammelan

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Nationalist Communist
Party (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar’s bonhomie stood out
at the 98th Akhil Bharatiya
Marathi Sahitya Sammelan
which began in the National
Capital on Friday. Seated
alongside on stage, Modi
was seen pulling a chair for
Pawar and later serving him
a glass of water. The Prime
Minister also ensured Pawar
joined him in lighting the
traditional lamp to declare
the event open. Modi was
in fact seen handing over
a diya to Pawar to light.
On both occasions, the
gathering at Vigyan Bhavan
here broke into a thunderous
applause. Later in his

]

o d'“‘E'u
address, Modi showered
praises on the BJP’s parent
organisation, the RSS and
remembered its Marathi
founder Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar. “A distinguished
Marathi  leader  planted
the seed of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh on the
soil of Maharashtra. That
seed has now grown into a
vast tree and is celebrating
its centenary year. For the
past 100 years, the RSS
has carried forward the
great tradition and culture
of India, from the Vedas
to Vivekananda, to the
new generation through its
cultural efforts. It has been
my privilege to be inspired
by the RSS to live for and
serve the country. It was

ED searches Mohali
premises of ‘suspect’

of Canada gold heist

Agency:
Enforcement Directorate
raided the rented house
in Simran Preet Panesar,
one of the nine suspects in
the $20 million gold heist
from the Toronto Pearson
International ~ Airport in
April 2023, at Sector 79
in Mohali on Friday . The
Enforcement Directorate
today raided the Sector
79 house of Simran Preet
Panesar, one of the nine
suspects in the $20 million
gold heist from the Toronto

Pearson International
Airport in April 2023.
ED sleuths reached the

suspect’s house around 7
am and began investigation.
An  Enforcement Case
Information Report (ECIR )
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act has
been registered. In April
2024, the Peel Regional
Police (PRP) booked nine
persons, including former
Air  Canada  supervisor
Panesar and issued an
arrest warrant against him.
Panesar and co-accused
Parampal  Sidhu,
lived in Brampton, were
then employed at Toronto
Pearson’s warehouse

who

LE

facility and are suspected
to have played a role in the
theft of cargo containing
6,600 bars of gold weighing
400 kg. Around 20 million
Canadian Dollars (CAD),
and foreign currency worth

2.5 million CAD also
went missing on April 17,
2023. The Canada police
suspect Panesar tracked the
flight carrying gold till its
arrival and had access to
the storage facility. He is
reported to have given a tour
to the Canada police of the
facility during investigation.
Panesar  reportedly  left
Canada three months after
the theft.

I.\_.._ _‘Il
L‘ Shri Sharad Pawar

-
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MP(RS)

k n u = i
through the RSS that I had
the opportunity to connect
with the Marathi language
and tradition,” Modi said
in the presence of Pawar,
leading Marathi litterateurs
and Pawar, who heads
the opposition NCP (SP)
faction in Maharashtra.
Modi said that a few months
ago, Marathi was accorded
the status of a classical
language—a moment over
12 crore Marathi speakers in
India and around the world
had been awaiting. Speaking
on International Mother
Language Day, the Prime
Minister also said, “There
has never been any enmity
among Indian languages.
They have always enriched
each other.”

told that Shinde seemed
to be avoiding sharing the
stage with Fadnavis and had
skipped several meetings
called by the Chief Minister.
The duo have also set up
parallel medical assistance
desks in the state secretariat,
intensifying the power tussle.
The rift deepened over a

tussle for guardian minister
posts for Raigad and Nashik
-- an issue still unresolved.
However, Shinde, earlier
this week, asserted that there
was “absolutely no cold war”
with the Chief Minister.
“We are united in our fight
against those who oppose
development,” Shinde said.

US election interference in India

Agency: The Centre
on Friday raised serious
concerns over recent

remarks by US President
Donald Trump, who alleged

that the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID)

allocated a USD 21 million
fund to India with the intent
of “influencing its electoral
process’.  Addressing a
weekly media  briefing,
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal described
the claims as “deeply
troubling” and ensured that
the matter is being examined
by relevant authorities. “We
have seen information that
has been put out by the US
administration regarding
certain USA activities and
funding. These are obviously
very deeply troubling. This
has led to concerns about
interference  in
internal  affairs,”

foreign
India’s

Jaiswal stated. He further
added that the government
is actively looking into the
matter, but refrained from
making a detailed public
statement at this stage.
departments
and agencies are looking
into this matter. It would
be premature to make a
public comment at this
stage, so relevant authorities
are looking into it, and
hopefully we can come
up with an update on that
subsequently,” he added.
During his speech in Miami
earlier this week, Trump
announced the cancellation
of the USAID grant to India
and claimed that the previous
Joe Biden-led administration
was attempting to interfere
in India's 2024 Lok Sabha
elections to “elect someone
else”. “Why do we need to
spend USD 21 million for
voter turnout in India ? Wow,
USD 21 million ! I guess they

“Relevant

were trying to get somebody
else elected,” Trump had
said. However, an Indian
Express investigation report
claimed that no USAID
grant has been allocated for
any election-related projects
in India since 2008. The
report instead asserted that
the only USAID-funded
initiative in Asia was a USD
21 million grant sanctioned
in 2022 for Bangladesh's
voter participation project,
“Amar Vote Amar” (My
Vote is Mine). Donald
Trump's remarks triggered
a political slugfest in India
with the BJP launching a
scathing attack on Congress
and calling Rahul Gandhi
a ‘traitor’, accusing him
of colluding with foreign
forces in his bid to weaken
India. The Congress, on the
other hand, highlighted the
Indian Express report and
demanded an apology from
the BJP.

Microsoft Majorana 1: What is it, how it works,
what it means for you, and everything else explained

Agency: At the World
Governments ~ Summit  in
Dubai last week, Google
CEO Sundar Pichai said that
quantum computers are what
Al was for us 10 years ago.
It's the future and the next big
leap in technology everyone is
waiting for. However, quantum
computing is complex.
Building a practical and
scalable quantum computer is
one of the most challenging
problems in modern science.
However, big tech is working
at quite a pace to fix that
problem. Microsoft on
Wednesday unveiled a major
breakthrough with its first
quantum processor, Majorana
1. Unlike traditional quantum
chips, which rely on electron-
based qubits, Majorana 1 has
been built using a completely
new kind of material and
particle, the Majorana particle.
Microsoft says the chip is so
powerful that it can be scaled
to a million qubits while being
tiny enough that it can fit in
the palm of your hand. But
what does a quantum chip
scalable to a million qubits
really mean? Microsoft says
a quantum computer with a
million qubits would be far
more powerful than all the

India interested to host 2030
Commonwealth Games

Agency: The  Sports
Ministry has hinted that
the country may bid for the
2030 Commonwealth Games.
They are also willing to
hold those sports disciplines
that have been axed from
the sports programme for
the 2026 edition, which
will be held in Glasgow,
Scotland. Commonwealth
Games Federation (CGF)
president Chris Jenkins had
already announced that the
2026 edition of the Games
would be truncated because
Glasgow volunteered to host
at the last moment. During
an interaction with The
Tribune last year, Jenkins
had made it very clear that
the sports programme would
be curtailed.

“We have also said that
the number of sports, 22,
is probably far too many. It
should be probably around
15-17. It is widely reported
(that in Glasgow) there
will be 10 sports disciplines
because it is only 18 months
for the Games and it limits
what you can put up in 18
months. But looking at 2030,
that number will be back up
to normal, which is 15-17,”
he had said in September
of last year. However, the
organisers left many Indian

athletes hurt as they dropped
boxing, wrestling, hockey,
cricket, badminton, shooting,
sports where Indians have
excelled in the past. Other
than showing an interest in
hosting the 2030 edition,
the ministry is mulling over
holding all the sports in India
next year. It is understood
that the discussion has been
held informally on both
counts.

“We are
in  hosting the 2030
Commonwealth Games.
The discussions have been
opened informally, and once
it is settled, we will send a
letter of intent to make our
intentions clear to everyone,”
said a source in the ministry.
“We are also interested in
holding a few disciplines
that have been dropped for
the 2026 Commonwealth
Games. But we have to first
get an all-clear from the
organisers of the Glasgow
Games as they are the host.
Once we hear from them
and only if they are willing,
we will officially move to
organise it here in India,”
the source added. This is not
the first time that India has
raised hopes of organising
disciplines that are not part of
the Commonwealth Games.

interested

world's  current computers
put together. As Microsoft
and other tech companies
break down the problems
and limitations of building
quantum computers, let us
breakdown for you everything
you need to know about the
Majorana 1 quantum chip.
Majorana 1 is Microsoft’s first
quantum chip that incorporates
a new type of material called
a topoconductor, also known
as topological superconductor.
This breakthrough material
allows the development and
control of Majorana particles,
which is a special kind of
particle that does not exist
naturally but can be formed
under specific conditions using
superconductors and magnetic
fields. The topoconductor
is able to create an entirely
new state of matter, which
is “not a solid, liquid or gas
but a topological state”, which
provide a unique advantage
in quantum computing
because they make qubits —
the basic units of quantum
computers more stable
and less prone to errors. Most
quantum processors today,
including those developed
by Google, Intel, and IBM,
use qubits based on electrons

or superconducting circuits.
While these systems are
promising, they need a lot
of margin for complex error
correction to function reliably.
Microsoft’s approach, using
topological qubits, on the other
hand, allows error resistance
at the hardware level, which is
able to significantly reduce the
need for additional correction
mechanisms. As a result,
Majorana 1 can achieve better
stability, faster processing,
and easier scalability as
compared to other quantum
chips. “Whatever you're doing
in the quantum space needs
to have a path to a million
qubits. If it doesn’t, you're
going to hit a wall before you
get to the scale at which you
can solve the really important
problems that motivate us.
We have actually worked
out a path to a million,” says
Chetan Nayak, a Microsoft
technical fellow stressing the
importance of scalability in
quantum computing.
Majorana 1 represents
a huge leap in tech but it
is still years away from
commercial deployment.
Microsoft says its researchers
have worked for over 17
years to be able to develop

this quantum chip. And while
it has now demonstrated a
working prototype, there is
still engineering work to be
done to refine and scale it.
But Microsoft does say that
Majorana 1 will help “realise
quantum computers capable of
solving meaningful, industrial-
scale problems in years,
not decades.” Other tech
leaders also predict practical
usefulness of the technology
to be years away. Google
CEO Sundar Pichai estimates
that quantum computers could
become practically useful
in the next five to ten years.
Meanwhile, Nvidia CEO
Jensen Huang still believes

that quantum  computers
will take decades to become
practical.

Currently, quantum

computers are what Al was
a decade ago - a future tech
that the end consumer vaguely
understands, and is only
being used by scientists for
research and development.
For most people, quantum
computing still feels like a
distant technology with no
immediate impact. Like we
said above, the knowledge
about it is also vague. Most
people just understand it as a

A funded Congress, revealed

Agency: US  President
Donald Trump claimed that
the Biden administration

might have tried to interfere
in India’s political process,
sparking a heated argument
between the BJP and the
Congress. The claim that the
US deep state tries to bring
about regime changes by
bankrolling entities it sees as
favourable to it is nothing new.
In fact, there are past instances
of the same in India, according
to senior American officials. A
former American Ambassador
to India wrote in his memoir
that the US paid the Congress
to contain the growth of the
Communist Party in Kerala and
West Bengal. Trump's remarks
came after he defended the
Elon Musk-led Department
of Government Efficiency’s
(DOGE) decision to cancel a
$21-million fund from USAID
designated for “voter turnout”
in India. The $21 million
is part of the $723-million
in foreign aid funding from
USAID that DOGE is planning
to cut as part of its broader
budget overhaul. Now, there
are reports that the fund was
meant for Bangladesh, and
not India. Though this has
sparked a heated debate in
India, Trump doubled down,
saying the USAID funding to
India for “voter turnout”, US

President Donald Trump on
Friday called the USAID funds
“a kickback scheme”. As is
typical of Trump, he neither
claborated nor provided any
evidence of the ‘“kickbacks
scheme”.  However,  the
entire controversy about the
US allegedly meddling in
the Indian electoral process
brings back memories of the

time when the American
administration of President
Dwight D Eisenhower

reportedly paid the Congress
to topple the Communist Party
government in Kerala.

In 1957, Kerala became
the first Indian state to elect
a non-Congress government.
The Communist Party of India
(CPI) formed a government
under the leadership of
EMS Namboodiripad. It was
quite rare that a Communist
government  was  elected.
And the US was concerned
that Communism had taken
hold outside the USSR and
China, and that too, through
democratic elections.

That was the time when
the American government was
waging a war against the spread
of Communism inside the US
and across the world. It was
driven by Cold War tensions
with the Soviet Union and
fears of Communist influence.
For example, in Iran, the CIA

funded Operation Ajax in 1953
to topple the government of
Prime Minister Mohammad
Mosaddegh. It was the scare of
the Communist Tudeh Party’s
influence on Mosaddegh that
led the US to strengthen the
hands of the Shah of Iran,
seen as favourable to it and
the UK's oil interests. The
controversy has again brought
to light the alleged activities of
the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) and the United States
Information Service (USIS) in
supporting the Indian National
Congress Party in destabilising
the first communist government
of Kerala in 1959. In 1957,
the Communist Party of India
(CPI) under Namboodiripad
won 60 of 126 seats in Kerala.

It brought legislations for
education and land reforms.
“The Communist
government's measures,
particularly ~ the  Agrarian
Relations Bill and the
Education Bill, evoked

virulent opposition from caste
and communal forces. The
Catholic Church and the Nair
Service Society were joined
by the Congress and the PSP
to launch a vimochana sama-
ram (liberation struggle),”
wrote CPI(M ) leader Prakash
Karat in an article in Outlook
in 2017. Karat said the
protests were initially directed

very powerful computer that
can do a lot, very fast ——
which is accurate but also too
simplified. Which is absolutely
ok, because the technology is
still limited in the hands of
researchers and hasn’t quite
taken the final shape before it
reaches the hands of the end
user. That said, if Majorana
1 and similar advancements
from companies like Google,
Intel and IBM continue, the
effects will be profound.
Quantum computing could
have a significant impact on
everyday life. For instance, it
can revolutionise medicine and
drug discovery by simulating
molecules and  chemical
reactions in  ways that
classical computers cannot.
It could solve climate change
problems by helping scientists
develop more efficient solar
panels, batteries, and carbon
capture technologies. It is
also believed to contribute
to the advancement of Al,
which can be a dramatic
improvement, by making it a
lot more efficient, accurate,
and capable of solving much
more complex problems like
predicting natural disasters or
optimising traffic systems in
real-time.

offictals

against the Education Bill, the
Agrarian Bill and reservations,
but then it became an agitation
to overthrow the Communist
government itself.  Protests
led to clashes with cops, and
seven people were killed in
police firing. Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru used Article
356 of the Indian Constitution
and  imposed  President’s
Rule in Kerala on 31 July
1959. That is how the first
Communist government ended
before completing its S-year
term. Historian V Krishna
Ananth called it “a significant
abuse of Article 356 of the
Constitution”. In the 1960
elections, the Congress-led
coalition won 63 seats, leaving
the CPI with 29. This event
was one of the most important
political changes in India
during the Cold War. That
the US and its CIA interfered
in India's democratic process
and played a significant role
in this episode was exposed
by American officials
themselves. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, a former US envoy
and Senator, wrote about
funding the Congress against
the Communists in his 1978
memoir, A Dangerous Place.
Moynihan served as the US
Ambassador to India between
1973 and 1975. He passed
away in 2003.



