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The Kohli Show: How Pakistan
faced an embarrassing reality check

Sports Desk = A¢ency

For Pakistan, Sunday was
nothing short of a nightmare—
both under daylight and
floodlights. At the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium,
India’s bowlers dominated
them in the first innings, and
later, Virat Kohli dismantled
their bowling attack with
ease. Just five days after the
Champions Trophy, Pakistan
now face the embarrassment
of an early exit from the
tournament despite being the
hosts. Apart from the first
half-hour, when Babar Azam

and Imam-ul-Haq stitched
together a 41-run stand,
Pakistan never looked in

control against India. Although
Mohammad Rizwan and
Saud Shakeel built a 104-run
partnership, it ultimately hurt
their momentum, dragging
the run rate down from nearly
five in the 10th over to around
3.8 at one stage. For most
of the match, Pakistan was
on the back foot, and in the
end, they surrendered rather
meekly. Their elimination
could become official
depending on the result of the
New Zealand vs. Bangladesh
match on February 24 at the
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium.
When Pakistan picked only
Abrar in their bowling attack,
they were criticised for
including only spinner in their

squad. Shadab Khan, Sufiyan
Mugeem and Usama Mir were
the other options. Mohammad
Rizwan, in the post-match
press conference, said that
Pakistan picked one specialist
spinner just how India did in
the form of Kuldeep. “We
didn’t make a mistake by
selecting only one spinner. If
you look at the Indian team,
they also have only one
specialist spinner. (Ravindra)
Jadeja and Axar (Patel) are
all-rounders, just like our own
Salman Ali Agha and Khushdil
Shah,” Rizwan said. But can
Khushdil and Salman truly be
compared to Jadeja and Axar ?
Jadeja boasts a staggering
604 wickets in international
cricket, while Khushdil has yet
to reach double figures. Axar,
with 195 scalps for India, is
far ahead of Salman, who has
only 35. Yes, Pakistan did
opt for one specialist spinner
like India, but the difference
is stark—Jadeja and Axar are
proven wicket-takers of the
highest calibre, while Salman
and Khushdil are merely
capable of delivering a few
dot balls here and there. This
is precisely where Pakistan
needed an additional spinner
to support Abrar. Instead, they
opted to bring back Khushdil
Shah and Faheem Ashraf—
players without proven track
records in  international
cricket. The wish of over a

Chandigarh Mayor raises
industry 1ssues with Union
Minister Piyush Goyal

Agency: Mayor Harpreet
Kaur Babla meets Union
Minister of Commerce and
Industry Piyush Goyal, Mayor
Harpreet Kaur Babla emphasised
on the need for policy reforms
and infrastructure development
to support the region’s
industrial growth during her
meeting with Union Minister of
Commerce and Industry Piyush
Goyal. During the discussion,

Babla  highlighted pressing
concerns affecting the industrial
sector, including, conversion

policy. She sought amendments
to allow conversion of all
industrial plots, including those
below two kanals, to ensure
equal growth opportunities.
Raising the issue of Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) enhancement and
infrastructure  strengthening,
the Mayor advocated for
more flexibility in FAR

to facilitate business

norms
expansion and modernisation
and addressing the need for
improved road  networks,
seamless  connectivity, —and
uninterrupted power supply to
boost industrial efficiency. The
Mayor expressed confidence
that Piyush Goyal's leadership
bring
resolutions to these challenges,
fostering a more business-
friendly environment. —TNS

will constructive

billion cricket fans in India
was fulfilled as they got to
see their favourite sight of
star India batter Virat Kohli
raising his bat to celebrate
his century against Pakistan
on Sunday, February 23 in
Dubai. Staying true to his tag
of being a chase master, Kohli
played a magnificent innings
of 100* (111) studded with
seven fours to help India
climb a mountain of 242 runs
successfully and thrash the
arch-rivals by six wickets.
Right from the onset of his
innings, Kohli looked at his
vintage best, playing every
shot with authority as he
manoeuvred through the field
with the utmost ease. It was
in complete contrast to his
knocks in recent times, where
he had looked like a pale
shadow of himself desperate
to get some runs. Seeing
Kohli return to his best, fans
were left wondering what
exactly he did to find his mojo
back after enduring poor form
across formats since 2024.
The hunger for a big knock
was always there in the eyes
of the batting stalwart as he
arrived 90 minutes early
to prepare himself for the
all-important clash. Having
been dismissed against spin
time and again in recent
times, Kohli was determined
to work on his weakness by
facing local net bowlers in a

rigorous practice session to
overcome his shortcomings.
The former India captain was
also seen re-introducing the
sweep shot into his repertoire
as he played it time and again
in the practice nets. Apart
from that, Kohli also worked
on his backfoot game by
going deep inside his crease
to play cut shots and push
the ball into gaps for singles.
Former India cricketer turned
commentator Aakash Chopra
shared the details of Kohli's
practice session a day ahead
of the game and threw light
on the thought process of the
batting star. Kohli's trial by
spin finally began as Abrar
Ahmed came on to bowl in the
14th over and he comfortably
started the battle with a single.
The contest between the two
was expected to be a match-
defining moment as Kohli
had been dismissed by wrist
spinners five out of his last six
innings. He played three dot
balls in the over but never for
a second looked perturbed,
showing good judgement
at the crease, playing both
off the front foot and back
foot. As his innings went on,
Kohli kept on nudging the
ball around for singles and
doubles and gradually built
on his innings. In between,
he collected a couple of
boundaries  against  Haris
Rauf and Naseem Shah and

Punjab Vidhan Sabha begins; tributes

paid to Manmohan Singh, others

The Vidhan

tributes  to
West MLA
Gurpreet  Bassi,  former
Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh, former
ministers Dharam Pal
Sabharwal and Ajaib Singh
Mukmailpur, former Rajya
Sabha member HS Hanspal,
former MLAs Joginder Pal
Jain, Mukhwinder Singh
Buttar, and Bhag Singh,
during the first day of
the Vidhan Sabha, which
began on Monday. Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
was not present during the

Agency:
Sabha  paid
Ludhiana

Studies indicate high threat of
glacial lake burst in Kullu, Lahaul

Agency: The threat of
glacial lake outbursts due
to rising temperatures and
accelerated  melting  of
glaciers looms large over
hydroelectric power projects
and critical infrastructure
like roads and bridges in
the state. Experts have
recommended the installation
of early warning systems
and regular monitoring of
the glacial lakes to check
this danger. A team of nine
experts and scientists have
made the recommendations
after undertaking a
bathymetry survey and risk
management of the glacial
lakes like Vasuki in the
Sosna area of Kullu (4,500
m) and Sangla in Kinnaur
(4,710 m). The Centre for
Development of Advanced
Computing undertook the
study. Another recent report
has indicated an alarming
expansion of the Ghepang
Ghat Lake (4,068 m) in
Lahaul and Spiti by 178 per
cent. The report has indicated
that the Parbati river in Kullu

district is most sensitive and
vulnerable to floods, as there
has been a constant increase
in the water flow though at
present, there is no leakage.
“If the glacial Vasuki Lake in
Kullu bursts, the JSW Baspa
hydroelectric power project
will be affected. Sangla
in Kinnaur can also suffer
damage due to the bursting
of the glacial lake,” it stated.
The Sangla and Vasuki lakes
have formed due to climate
change and accelerated
melting of glaciers, the study
has said. The Vasuki Lake,
having a depth of 14.48
m, has expanded by 3.03
hectares from 10.36 hectares
in 2017 to 13.38 hectares in
2024. Similarly, the area of
the Sangla Lake, having an
area of 15.73 hectares, has
increased by 0.87 hectares
between 2017 and 2024.
Another report has indicated
that the glacial Ghepang
Ghat Lake (4,068 m) in
Lahaul Spiti has expanded
alarmingly by 178 per cent
and rapid urbanisation in

downstream settlements has
increased the possibility of
a catastrophic impact if it
bursts. The National Remote
Sensing Centre, Hyderabad,
had done the mapping if this
high risk glacial lake under
the National Hydrology
Project (NHP). The size
of the Ghepang Lake has
increased from 36.49
hectares to 101.30 hectares
in the past 33 years. The
Ghepang Ghat glacier is
melting at an unprecedented
rate, leading to rapid
expansion of the lake along
with significant ice loss at
the glacier snout accelerating
the pace of expansion,” the
report has highlighted. The
study has taken into account
the number of settlements,
extent of agriculture land,
number of bridges, length
of road network and public
utilities that can be affected
due to a lake outburst in
low-lying areas like Sissu,
Tandi, Tibok, Thirot,
Triloknath, Udaipur, Tehtlo,
Purthi, Sach and Phindru.

Obituary References. The
House also paid tributes to
freedom fighters Karnail
Singh, Kikkar Singh, and
Kehar Singh. MLAs also
paid tributes to artist Jarnail
Singh and Jaspal Kaur, wife
of Raikot MLA and father
of MLA Gurdev Singh
Dev Mann. Leader of the
Opposition Partap Bajwa
demanded that the House
pass a unanimous resolution
seeking the Bharat Ratna
for Dr Manmohan Singh.
The MLAs observed a two-
minute silence before the
session was adjourned.

completed his half-century
off 62 balls. The Kohli of
the old had returned, as he
whittled away the deficit run
by run and brought the game
into India’s grasp in no time.

His method was simple,
‘go after the seam bowlers
and not take too many risks
against the spinners but keep
rotating the strike’. Kohli
stood true to his mantra as
he took no risks whatsoever
against the spinners and
collected occasional
boundaries against the fast
bowler to keep the required
run rate under control. The
method worked wonders for
him as he carefully crafted his
innings and moved towards
his 51st ODI hundred which
also brought India to the brink
of a victory. Kohli’s only
boundary against spin came
on the last ball of the match
as he used his feet against
Khushdil Shah to smash
him for a four towards long

off and bring up his century
in style. After completing
the landmark, the batting
stalwart casually took off his
helmet and raised his bat to
acknowledge the support from
the crowd. As a result, Kohli
was successful in pulling off
another flawless run chase for
his side, once again stamping
his authority as the undisputed
King of run chases. With
Kohli showing glimpses of
his vintage self, fans can be
rest assured of many more
classy knocks from his bat,
as he looks hungrier than
ever to make amends for his
poor form in recent times.
It goes without saying that
Pakistan are all but out of the
Champions Trophy. They can
only hope for now that they
stay alive in the competition
when they return to Pakistan
to play their final league
game against Bangladesh on
February 27 at the Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium.
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AAP vs BJP on ‘removal’
of Ambedkar’s photo from
Delhi Chief Minister’s office

Agency: The AAP on
Monday alleged that the
ruling BJP government in
Delhi took down the photos
of Dr BR Ambedkar and
Bhagat Singh from the
Chief Minister’s office and
replaced them with those of
Mahatma Gandhi, President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Reacting to the claim, Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta said
AAP was trying to hide its
“corruption and misdeeds”
by making such allegations.
Earlier today, Atishi tweeted
pictures showing the photos
of Ambedkar and Bhagat
Singh on display when she
was in office and another
with portraits of Mahatma
Gandhi, President Murmu
and PM Modi with Gupta in
the Chief Minister’s office.
“The anti-Dalit mentality
of the BJP is well known.
Today, proof of its anti-Dalit
mentality has been presented.
(AAP chief) Arvind
Kejriwal had put up photos
of Babasaheb Ambedkar
and Shaheed Bhagat Singh
in every office of the Delhi
government. Since the BJP
has come to power, it has
removed both these photos
from the Chief Minister’s
office. This shows that the
BJP is an anti-Dalit and anti-
Sikh party,” she said at a
press conference. Voicing her
party colleague’s sentiments,
Kejriwal asserted that the
‘removal’ of Ambedkar's

photo had hurt millions of
the Dalit icon’s followers.
“The new BJP government of
Delhi removed Babasaheb’s
photo and put up the photo
of Prime Minister Modi.
This is not right. This has
hurt millions of followers of
Babasaheb. I have a request
to the BJP. You can put the
photo of the Prime Minister,
but do not remove the photo
of Babasaheb. Let his photo
remain there,” he tweeted.
However, Chief Minister
Gupta, who was having a
meeting with her ministers
and BJP MLAs, said such
claims by AAP were a tactic
to hide their corruption and
misdeeds. “Should the photo
of the head of government
not be put up? Should the
photo of the President of
the country not be put up?
Should the photo of Father
of the Nation Gandhi Ji not
be put up ? Bhagat Singh and
Babasaheb are respectable
personalities of the country
and our guide. So, this room
is of the Chief Minister of
Delhi and as the head of the
government, we have given
them the space. It is not my
work to answer them. I am
answerable to the people,”
she told agency. In a video,
photos of Mahatma Gandhi,
President Murmu and PM
Modi were put up behind
where she was sitting while
the photos of Ambedkar and
Bhagat Singh were placed on
opposite sides.

Makhana a superfood, I consume
it almost every day: PM Modi

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
called Makhana a superfood
and said he consumed fox
nuts almost every day
due to its health benefits,
and stressed that it should
be produced on a global
scale. Addressing a rally in
Bhagalpur in Bihar, where
Assembly polls are due
this year, PM Modi said
Makhana is an important
part of breakfast for people
across the country. Before
his speech, the Prime
Minister was felicitated with
garland made of Makhana.
“Makhana has become an
important part of breakfast
in the cities of the country
today. Out of 365 days, I
also eat Makhana for 300
days. It is a superfood,”
he said at the rally. “The

announcement of forming
the Makhana Board in Bihar
has been made in the Union
Budget. Makhana now has
to reach the market around
the world,” he added.

On February 1,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman proposed
setting up a Makhana
Board in Bihar, aimed at
enhancing the production,
processing, value addition
and marketing of Makhana.
Sitharaman made the
announcement as Bihar,
which is being ruled by the
Nitish Kumar-led JD(U)
and the BJP, is expected
to go to polls in October-
November this year. Bihar is
the largest producer of fox
nuts in India, contributing
80 per cent of the country’s
supply. However, the state

PM Modi says Makhana is important

part of breakfast for Indians

of Makhana on global
scale

has struggled to capitalise
on the growing global
demand for this superfood.
Makhana is packed with
essential nutrients, making
it a must-have on a
balanced diet. With its high

He calls for production

......

Bihar produces 80%

i of Makhana across the

country

fibre content, Makhana
helps combat inflammation
and ageing, regulate blood
sugar, improves insulin
sensitivity and aids weight
management and  heart
health.

Decide Engineer Rashid's bail plea expeditiously: Delhi HC to NIA court

Agency: The Delhi High
Court on Monday asked
the court hearing cases of
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) to
expeditiously decide the bail
plea of jailed J&K MP Abdul
Rashid Sheikh alias Engineer
Rashid in a terror funding
case. Justice Vikas Mahajan

said, “The ASJ-03, Patiala
House Court is requested
to dispose of the bail
application of the petitioner
expeditiously.” The court was
dealing with Rashid’s plea
alleging there was no remedy
available after the NIA
court, dealing with his bail
application, left him in limbo
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post him becoming member
of Parliament (MP). Justice
Mahajan observed a direction
was passed by the high
court on the administrative
side clarifying that the NIA
court would continue to
hear the case. In view of
the development, Rashid’s
counsel sought to withdraw

the plea from the high court.
The Baramulla MP is facing
trial in a terror funding case
with the allegations that
he funded separatists and
terror groups in Jammu and
Kashmir. He was elected from
the Baramulla constituency in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
and has been lodged in

Tihar Jail since 2019 after
the NIA arrested him under
the  Unlawful  Activities
(Prevention) Act in the
2017 terror-funding case. As
an interim relief, Rashid was
carlier allowed a two-day
custody parole to attend the
ongoing Parliament session
on February 11 and 13.

Zelenskyy proposes ‘all for all’ prisoners’

swap with Russia to start end of war

Agency: Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Monday
proposed swapping all

prisoners of war with Russia
in a bid to end the ongoing
war between the two nations,
reported agency. “Russia must
release Ukrainians. Ukraine is
ready to exchange all for all,
and this is a fair way to start,”
Zelensky said, addressing a
summit in Kyiv on the third
anniversary of the Russia-
Ukraine war. In October
2024, Russia and Ukraine
exchanged 95 prisoners of
war each with the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) acting

as the mediator, according
to reports. The Ukrainian
I

parliament’s commissioner
for human rights, Dmytro
Lubinets, said that it was
the 58th instance when both
countries exchanged prisoners
since the war began in 2022.
Prior to that, both countries
released 103 prisoners from
each side in September.
Meanwhile, earlier today,
Zelenskyy hailed Ukraine’s
* three years of resistance”
and “heroism.” This comes
a day after Zelenskyy said
that he was ready to step
down “immediately” as the
Ukrainian President if his
country was given Nato
membership. Speaking at a
presser in Kyiv, Zelenskyy
said, “If there is peace for

Ukraine, if you really need
me to leave my post, I am
ready. 1 can exchange it
for Nato.” Zelenskyy also
urged US President Donald
Trump to provide ‘“security
guarantees” against Russian
aggression. Speaking on the
eve of the third anniversary of
the war, Zelenskyy said that
he was in talks with the US
President over providing key
natural resources in exchange
for security assistance. The
relationship between Trump
and Zelenskyy has remained
frosty of late, with the US
President calling his Ukrainian
counterpart a dictator and
urging Ukraine to hold fresh
elections.



