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AAP Delhi liquor policy led
to Rs 2,002 crore revenue 1oss

Agency: A report by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG ) has
revealed that implementation
of the now-scrapped liquor
policy by the former
Aam  Aadmi  Party-led
government in Delhi resulted
in an overall Rs 2,002 crore
revenue loss. The report was
tabled in the Delhi Assembly
today by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta as AAP MLAs
opposed its presentation,
leading to their suspension.
The liquor policy scam,
which involved massive
financial irregularities in
its formulation, led to the
arrests of top AAP leaders,
including party chief Arvind
Kejriwal, his former deputy
Manish Sisodia, Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh and former
Delhi Minister Satyendar
Jain. The incumbent BJP
government in Delhi has
announced that it would
table all the 14 pending
CAG reports during the
ongoing Assembly session.
Meanwhile, the CAG
report on the liquor policy,
which covered a period of
four years from 2017-18
to 2020-21, also revealed

that the Delhi government
faced a revenue loss of
approximately Rs 890 crore
due to failure to re-tendering
surrendered licences, while
delay in action led to losses
worth Rs 941 crore due to
exemptions granted to zonal
licensees. One of the most
controversial findings was a
Rs 144 crore waiver granted
to licensees for the period
between December 28, 2021,
and January 27, 2022, citing
Covid-19 restrictions. The
CAG noted that this waiver
against the Excise
Department’s own stance,
leading to further revenue
loss. Additionally, incorrect
collection of security
deposits from zonal licensees
resulted in a Rs 27 crore
shortfall. The audit report
found that the Kejriwal-led
AAP government could not
ensure the implementation of
Rule 35 of the Delhi Excise
Rules, 2010, which prohibits
the issuing of multiple
licences. While some
retailers retained licences
until the expiration of the
policy, others surrendered
them early. There was also no
provision for licence holders

went

to give advance notice
before surrendering, which
led to supply disruptions.
Meanwhile, the government
also issued licences without
checking the requirements
related to the Excise Terms
and Conditions, the report
claimed. “It was observed
that licences were issued
without ensuring solvency,
submission  of  audited
financial statements and
data regarding sales, and
verification of  criminal
antecedents,” it added. The
CAG report said that after
analysing the price and sale
of a few Indian-made foreign

CAG Report Summary

¢ Liquor Policy Mess: Lost 2,026 crore due to shady

licenses and rule-bending under AAP excise policy.

* Sheesh Mahal Scandal: CM residence renovation
soared from 7.61 crore to 33.66 crore with questionable
spending

* Mohalla Clinics Flop: Only 523 of 1000 clinics opened;
3516 crore allocated, but just 9.78 crore spent.

« DIC's 60,000 Crore Loss: Bus system losses
spiked from 25,000 crore to 60,000 crore due to
mismanagement

¢ Air Pollution Fail: Funds for clean tech went unused
(amount unspecified)

* Education & Health Gaps: Schools got 1200 crore
yearly but left 300-400 crore unspent; health got 289
crore, with 87-116 crore unused.

tests which were conducted

liquor (IMFL)  brands
revealed that discretionary
ex-distillery price (EDP)
led to a decline in sales, as
well as consequent revenue
loss.

“The Excise Department
allowed L1 licence holders
to declare its EDP for
liquor priced above a
certain level. However,
all the price components
after manufacture,
including profits of the
manufacturer, were added
later,” the report said.
“This discretion led to the

L1 licensee to manipulate
the price of liquor to its
own advantage.” The report
said the CAG observed a
number of instances where
liquor test reports were
not compliant with the
specifications mentioned
under the Bureau of Indian
Standard. “Important test
reports of water quality,
harmful ingredients, heavy
metal, methyl alcohol,
microbiological substances
were not submitted for
various brands,” the report
said, adding that some of the

Stalin convenes all-party meet on March

5 to discuss Lok Sabha delimitation

Agency: Tamil Nadu
Chief minister M K Stalin on
Tuesday called all registered
political parties for a meeting
on March 5 in Chennai to
discuss the impending issue of
Lok Sabha seat delimitation.
Speaking to reporters after a
state cabinet meeting, Stalin
said Tamil Nadu faced the
threat of losing eight seats
should  the  delimitation
happen. “The state has
successfully implemented the
family planning programme
which has led to population
control,” he said.

The ruling DMK had
earlier in its Lok Sabha
manifesto made the important
political point on behalf of all
southern states by pledging a
status quo on Lok Sabha seats
despite the next delimitation
exercise, scheduled after
the 18th Lok Sabha poll.
Promising a  population
and caste survey every five

years, the DMK manifesto
said, “The successful
implementation of Centre's
family planning programme
by Tamil Nadu led to a
decrease in  population,
resulting in the reduction of
parliamentary constituencies
from 41 to 39 during the
constituency delimitation
in 1971. Based on the
amended law in 2002, the
Union Government decided
to maintain the number of
constituencies at the previous
level due to the insistence
of states and the number of
constituencies remains the
same ever since. The DMK
assures that this status will
continue during the upcoming
constituency delimitation as
well.” 11 these states, due to
better population control, are
slated to see only a marginal
rise in Lok Sabha seats post
the next delimitation with
Kerala poised to seen a

India’s first hyperloop test track,

The Indian
of  Technology
Madras has unveiled India’s
first hyperloop test track,
spanning 422 meters. This
state-of-the-art facility,
developed with support from
the Ministry of Railways,
aims to propel India into
the next era of high-
speed transportation. The
hyperloop system envisions
transporting passengers in
pods through low-pressure
tubes at speeds exceeding
1,000 km/h, potentially
reducing travel time
between Delhi and Jaipur
to a mere 30 minutes.
The project has garnered
support from  prominent
industry players, including
Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
Construction, ArcelorMittal,
and Hindalco Industries,

Agency:
Institute

Delhi to Jaipur in 30 minutes?

contributed

have
construction and
development of the test
track.  Looking  ahead,
there are ambitious plans
to extend this technology
to create a hyperloop
corridor between Chennai
and Bengaluru, potentially
covering the 350 km distance
in just 15 minutes. The
successful ~ implementation
of hyperloop technology
could revolutionise India’s

who
to the

transportation infrastructure,
offering ultra-fast, efficient,
and sustainable  travel
options. This advancement
not only promises to enhance
connectivity between
major urban centres but
also positions India at the

drop from current 20 seats,
while UP estimated to see
a rise from 80 to 128. The
delimitation exercise which
would alter Lok Sabha seats
based on population growth
is also bound to change the
constitution of the Rajya
Sabha.

“There is  population
based  representation  of
states in the Rajya Sabha.
The current constitutional
provision is that there can
be no delimitation till 2026
and that the exercise can
only be undertaken after the
2031 Census. Southern states
and even Punjab which took
early steps at family planning
are deeply concerned about
their representation in the
house after 2026 because
their population is declining
as against the northern and

will be the biggest political
challenge in the future,”
Congress  leader  Jairam
Ramesh said.

The current constitutional
position is that there would
be no delimitation until the
first Census after 2026.
This position flows from
the 84th amendment of the
Constitution, passed when
late Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
leading the NDA government.
However, nothing stops
the government from
amending the Constitution
further to prepone the
delimitation process to any
time before 2026. Since the
representation of states in
the Rajya Sabha is based
on their population, the
next delimitation exercise
would significantly alter the
number of Upper House MPs

were not carried out by
authorised labs. “Fifty-one
per cent of test reports of
foreign liquor were older
than a year, or the date was
not mentioned,” it said. The
Delhi Assembly witnessed
a stormy session today as
AAP MLA’s resorted to
sloganeering against the
BJP ahead of the Chief
Minister tabling the report
today. As a result, 12
legislators, including former
Chief Minister Atishi, were
suspended for the day.
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Ex-Congress MP Sajjan Kumar sentenced

to life in jail in anti-Sikh riots case

Agency: Former
Congress MP Sajjan Kumar
has been sentenced to

life imprisonment for his
role in the killings of two
Sikhs during the 1984
anti-Sikh riots in Delhi.
This marks the second
life sentence for Kumar,
who is already serving
time for his involvement
in the Delhi Cantonment
riots case. Apart from life
imprisonment, Kumar
has been sentenced to
two years under Section
147 for rioting, three
years and a fine under
Section 148 for rioting
with  deadly  weapons,
and seven years under
Section 308 for attempting
culpable homicide with
intent to cause death or
serious harm. The verdict,
delivered by the Rouse
Avenue Court, holds
Kumar responsible for
leading a mob and inciting
it to kill Jaswant Singh and
his son, Tarundeep Singh,
in the Saraswati Vihar area
of Delhi on November 1,
1984. During the hearing
in the case, the prosecution
said the mob, led by
Kumar and armed with
weapons, resorted to large-
scale looting, arson and
destruction of properties of
Sikhs. The case is part of
the larger wave of violence

that erupted following the

said, emphasising that
assassination of then-Prime Kumar's crime falls
Minister Indira Gandhi by under the “rarest of rare”
her two Sikh bodyguards category deserving of
in retaliation for Operation capital punishment. The
Bluestar. “We will not prosecution contended
accept anything less than that the killings were
the death penalty. We carried out in a brutal
are not happy with the and diabolical manner,
verdict of the court. We shocking the collective

will appeal to the govt to
go to a higher court and
death penalty
for Sajjan Kumar,” Sikh
leader Gurlad Singh said.
The prosecution had earlier

conscience of society. The
case, they argued, was
not just about individual
murders but a crime against
an  entire community,

announce

sought  death  penalty
for Sajjan Kumar. In its
written submission, the

prosecution argued that the
case was graver than the
Nirbhaya gang rape and
murder case, as it involved
the deliberate targeting
of an entire community.
“The present case is more
serious than the Nirbhaya
case. In that case, a young
woman  was targeted,
but here, people of a
particular community were
attacked,” the prosecution

amounting to genocide.The
prosecution further stated
that the riots led to large-
scale migration of Sikhs,
severely impacting their
lives and livelihoods. They
stressed that such incidents
fracture trust between
communities and disrupt
social harmony. Kumar,
who was a Member of
Parliament at the time, was
accused of not only failing
to protect the victims but of
actively participating in the
violence, openly defying
the rule of law

Preity Zinta vs Kerala Congress: Full-
blown fight over bank's Rs 18 crore loan

Agency: Actor Preity
Zinta dismissed reports of Rs
18 crore loan being waived
off by a bank in return for
favours to the BJP as ‘“vile
gossip”. In a post on X,
Preity Zinta said that the loan
in question was “fully paid
back” 10 years ago as she hit
out at the Kerala Congress for
spreading “fake news”. Zinta
was responding to a post by
the Kerala Congress handle
in which the party alleged
that Preity Zinta had given
“her social media accounts
to BJP and got 18 Cr written
off” from the New India Co-
operative bank. “Depositors
are on the streets for their
money,” the Kerala Congress
said in its post, referring to
the recent restrictions on
withdrawals imposed by the

central states where the
population is rising. How
to reconcile this difference

RBI on the New India Co-
operative Bank.
Responding to the post,

from states that have reached
replacement level of fertility,
mainly south Indian states.

Preity Zinta, in a strongly
worded statement, said, “No
I operate my social media
accounts my self and shame
on you for promoting FAKE
NEWS ! No one wrote off
anything or any loan for me.
I'm shocked that a political
party or their representative
is promoting fake news &
indulging in vile gossip &
click baits using my name
& images. For the record a
loan was taken and FULLY
PAID BACK - over 10
years ago. Hope this clarifies
and helps so there are no

misunderstandings in  the
future (sic).”
After  Preity’s  reply,

Congress thanked her for
the clarification and said
that the party was ‘willing
to accept mistakes if we
have made any.” Congress
also quoted the report which
named Preity Zinta and

Lawyers Fraternity Up 1n

Arms A

£5Sagar Suraj
awyers protested
the proposed Advocates

(Amendment ) Bill, which bans
court boycotts, leading to strike
sit-ins and procession. They
boycotted court, disrupted court
functioning abstaining
in East Champaran district on
Tuesday Advocates under the
aegis of East Champaran district
bar association staged a protest
in  Motihari court premises
against a proposed draft of
amendment to the Advocates
Act, 1961, prohibiting them
from boycotting and abstaining
from court work. The Bar
Council of Bihar, has also given
a call for statewide strike in all
district courts and high court
on February 25 against the
recent draft of the Advocates
(Amendment ) Bill proposed by
the Union law ministry that will
prohibit advocates from going
on strike. “Lawyers boycotted
court and staged a protest
in  Motihari court premises,
Also took out a protest march

court

forefront of innovative shouting slogans against

transportation solutions on government and proposed faulty

the global stage. advocate  amendment  bill”
I =

informed Rajeev Dwivedi aks
Pappu Dubey, general secretary
of district bar association.
Dwivedi, who is also former co-
chairman of state bar council,
said that the bill proposes to
take disciplinary action against
any lawyer disrupting court
functioning, even cancelling
their license of practice, which
is one of the most objectionable
points in the bill among others.
He said advocates across the
nation will force the union
law ministry to remove all
points of the bill that attack
our autonomy and professional
freedom. President of district
Bar association Sheshnarayan
Kunwar hit hard at Center
saying that “We are protesting
present form of draft of
advocate  amendment  bill.
“We will protest this bill until
our last breath. Who is the
government to appoint its three
members in the bar council ?

advocate
Verma,

Rajeev

Ram Meghwal,

;l"his is au;onomous bodyhof thed pr?posce}ii 33i11 seeks tz cancellation of their
awyers  an g.oyernment as  undermine the “autonomy an" license to practice.
nothing to do it’, Notably,the independence of the Bar'.
Ministry, proposing to amend Lawyer's fraternity —should

the Advocates Act by making
sweeping changes in  the

L ol

definitions of what a

practitioner and a law graduate
mean, had put the draft The
Advocates (Amendment) Bill,
2025, on its website for public
feedback and comments. Senior
Shankar
said that draft Bill
has already been withdrawn.
The U-turn on the draft Bill
came after the Bar Council
of India (BCI) had written
to Union Law Minister Arjun
stating

wait until the final form of
the draft comes. “Present draft

gainst Advocates Bill

legal - pajeev Dwivedi,

of the district

action against

that  jncluding

how her load was ‘waived
off without following due
procedures’. They expressed
solidarity with the depositors
who were affected by this.
The report suggested that
Preity Zinta’s Rs 18 crore
loan was allegedly ‘written
off’ without following proper
recovery procedures. The

N =

Bank of India suspended
deposit withdrawals for six
months and ordered that no
new loans be issued by the
bank. The central bank'’s
action came in response to

supervisory concerns and
the bank’s weak liquidity
position. This week, the

RBI announced some relief

general secretary

bar association,
expressed strong
opposition to the

bill, stating that it
proposes disciplinary

lawyers who disrupt
court functioning,

New India  Co-operative
Bank made headlines earlier
this month after the Reserve

for depositers of the bank
allowing withdrawals of up to
Rs 25,000 from February 27.

SALARY HIKE IN INDIA PLATEAUS

Yet Indian firms continue to offer the largest pay increases
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