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BNM@MISCELLANEOUS
Over 100 Pakistanm policemen dismissed

Agency x Prayagraj

Hundreds of thousands
of devotees gathered at
the Triveni Sangam in
Prayagraj on Wednesday
for the final holy dip of the
Maha Kumbh Mela on the
occasion of Mahashivratri,
as the six-week-long
religious congregation s
set to conclude later today.
Mabhashivratri  marks the
divine union of Lord Shiva
and Goddess Parvati and
holds profound significance
in the context of the Kumbh
Mela, held once every 12
years and believed to grant
‘moksha’ to the devotees.

According to  Hindu
mythology, Lord  Shiva
played a pivotal role in the
Samudra Manthan (churning
of the ocean), which led to
the emergence of the Amrit
Kumbh (nectar pitcher )-
-the very essence of the
Kumbh Mela. The occasion
drew massive crowds of
devotees to the sacred
confluence of the Ganga,
Yamuna, and the mythical
Saraswati, revered as a holy
site by Hindus. According

to government data, by
2 am today, over 11.66
lakh  devotees immersed

themselves in the Sangam.
This number surged to 25.64
lakh within the next two
hours and nearly doubled
by 6 am, with 41.11 lakh
devotees taking a dip. Over
one crore devotees are
expected to throng Sangam
on Wednesday. Ahead of the
snan, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
extended his wishes to
devotees on the occasion of

the final holy dip and offered
his prayers.

“Hearty wishes to all the
revered saints, Kalpvasis
and devotees who have
come to take a holy dip
in the Triveni Sangam
today on the holy bathing
festival of Mabhashivratri
dedicated to the worship
of Lord Bholenath in
Mahakumbh-2025,
Prayagraj. May
Tribhuvanpati Lord Shiva
and holy river Mother Ganga
bless everyone. This is my
prayer. Har Har Mahadev,”
he tweeted.

A large number of
devotees had gathered on the
banks of the Sangam around
midnight and camped and
waited patiently to take the
dip at ‘Brahma Muhurt'.
Many of them performed the
bathing rituals much before
the appointed time.

The Maha Kumbh has
witnessed six special bathing

dates--Paush Purnima
(January 13), Makar
Sankranti  (January 14),
Mauni Amavasya (January
29), Basant Panchami
(February  3),  Maghi
Purnima (February 12),

and Mahashivratri (February
26)--including three
‘Amrit Snan’. On Tuesday,
an estimated 1.33 crore
devotees took a holy dip at
the Sangam and other ghats
in the Mela area, pushing
the overall footfall for the
Maha Kumbh 2025 beyond
65 crore, according to the
Uttar Pradesh government.
As pilgrims from across
the country made their
way to Prayagraj to take
part in the final ‘snan’,

security personnel remained
on high alert through the

night, closely monitoring
the swelling crowds at
Mahakumbh Nagar and the
ghats. Railway stations,
roads, and entry points
to the city witnessed a
constant influx of devotees.
Law enforcement agencies,
including police, paramilitary
forces, and disaster response
teams, have been deployed in
large numbers to manage the
massive gathering, ensuring
crowd control, security,
and logistical coordination,
agency reported. Surveillance
drones, CCTV monitoring
with Al-enabled cameras,
and command centres have
been set up to oversee real-
time developments. Medical
teams and emergency
response units have been
stationed at strategic points,
with disaster management
forces on standby. Given the
scale of the event and the
sheer volume of attendees,
authorities have enforced
a “no vehicle zone” in the
mela area and Prayagraj
besides implementing strict

= Volunteers: 20,000+

Unique Statistics
= Total Attendance: Over 65 crore devotees
= Accommodation: 100,000+ tenis/shelters
= Food Services: 25,000+ stalls
= Cultural Performances:
= Healthcare: 43 hospitals, 6,000 beds
= Spiritual Leaders: 1,000+ saints/seers
= Exhibitions: 50+ local craft shows

= Waste Management: 10,000 sanitation workers
= Technology: 2,751 CCTV cameras, Al safety
= International Participation: 77+ countries

= Spiritual Baths: 8 Shahi Snans

= Media Coverage: 5,000+ journalists

= Infrastructure: 14 flyovers, 9 ghats

= Electric Buses: 120 buses

= Mobile Connectivity: 100 towers

= Religious Discourse: 200+ sessions

= Tourism: IM+ international visitors

= Local Employment: 200,000+ jobs

500+ events

crowd control measures and
logistical support to facilitate
a seamless culmination of
Maha Kumbh 2025.

To manage the heavy
rush of departing pilgrims,
the North Eastern Railway

(NER) has deployed
additional trains and
am confident

Deity Kamrunag
arrives in
Mandi for
Mahashivratri
fest starting
tomorrow

The international Mahashivratri
festival celebrations started today
with the arrival of the revered
deity, Kamrunag, in Mandi city.
However, officially, the festival will
commence on February 27. Known
as the Rain God, Kamrunag's arrival
coincided with a light drizzle in the
city, adding a divine touch to the
festivities. The Kamrunag deity,
along with other prominent deities,
arrived at the Raj Madhav Temple,
where Deputy Commissioner Apoorv
Devgan, who is also the chairman

Festival
warm

of

Committee,
welcome to him and performed a
special puja in his honour. In a grand

Mahashivratri
extended a

the

ceremonial gesture, the deities,
including Shukdev Dagandhu,
Shukdev Thatta, Devi Baglamukhi
and Devi Buddhi Bhairav embraced
each other, who had also arrived in
Mandi to participate in the week-long
festivities. The welcoming ceremony
at the Raj Madhav Temple marked the
beginning of the important religious
and cultural proceedings of the
festival. The Deputy Commissioner
expressed joy on the arrival of the
deities. He said, “With the arrival
of Kamrunag, the Mahashivratri
celebrations have begun. Other
deities are also arriving and with

their Dblessings, I
that the festival this year will be a
grand success.” He announced that
Mahashivratri would be celebrated
from February 27 to March 5 and
216 deities had been invited to
participate. He encouraged the public
to join in the celebrations and receive
the blessings of the deities.

Kamrunag was given ceremonial
welcome earlier at Pulgharat, where
the district administration, along
with the members of the Sarv Devta
Samiti, including its president Shiv
Pal Sharma, ensured a traditional and
heartfelt reception to the deity.

Meanwhile, in a traditional show
of reverence, Raja Omeshwar Singh
Sen paid his respects to the deity at
the Rajmahal Palace in Mandi. The
arrival of Kamrunag is considered
particularly significant, as the deity
is believed to bring rain, and, indeed,
Mandi witnessed light showers
today. The weather was cloudy since
morning and there was a forecast of
snowfall in high-altitude areas and
rain in lower parts of Himachal.

strengthened security at key
stations. NER CPRO Pankaj
Kumar Singh said 60 trains,
including regular, ring rail,
long-distance, and special
Mela trains, operated until 4
pm on February 25, with 25
more special trains running
on Mahashivratri.
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for refusing Champions Trophy duty

Agency

In an  unprecedented
move, over 100 policemen of
Pakistan's Punjab Police have
been dismissed from service
for refusing to perform
assigned  security  duties
during the ongoing ICC
Champions Trophy 2025,
police said on Tuesday. The
dismissed personnel were
associated ~ with  various
wings of the police force.
According to an official
of the Punjab Police, more
than 100 police officials and
officers have been removed
from their positions for
being found absent from
duty on numerous occasions,
with several others refusing
to perform their assigned
tasks during the Champions
Trophy.

“The police officials were
assigned to provide security
for teams travelling between
Stadium  Lahore
and designated hotels but

Qaddafi

cricket team has already
been eliminated from the
Champions Trophy following
its humiliating defeats to New
Zealand and India. Meanwhile,

either remained absent or Federal Information
outright refused to take up Minister Attaullah Tarar has
their ~responsibilities,” he dismissed reports about a
said. The official said IGP possible terror threat to
Punjab Usman Anwar has the Champions Trophy
taken notice of the matter and tournament in Pakistan.

ordered strict action against In an interview with

the cops in question. “There is
no room for negligence when
it comes to the security of
international events,” he said.

Though there is no official
word on why the dismissed
personnel
to perform their
official duties, several local

police

media reports suggest that
the sacked cops were feeling
overburdened due to longer
The Pakistan

duty hours.

Geo News on Monday,
the minister said: “I would
like to state on record

that Pakistan is peacefully
and very ably hosting the
ICC Champions Trophy.
Our grounds are full, we
have fans from all over
the world, the crowds are
jubilant, our streets are
filled with people who are
celebrating the victory of
cricket.”

refused
assigned

58 BJP leaders suspended in

Gurugram for anti-party activities

Gurugram: In
a major disciplinary

move ahead of civic leaders of  creating
elections, the BJP has confusion among
suspended 58 party voters by maintaining
leaders in Gurugram their BJP association
district for contesting as  despite contesting
Independent candidates independently. = Many
and allegedly misleading of them have been
voters  about  their leveraging their
association ~with the proximity to  senior
party. The late-night leaders like Badhshapur
order issued on February MLA  Rao  Narbir
24 suspended 44 leaders Singh and Gurugram
from Gurugram, 13 from MP Rao Inderjit
Manesar and one from Singh. Though both

Pataudi for six years.
Among those suspended
is former Gurugram

mayor Vimal Yadav and the

several ex-councillors, continue to use their
including Ashwani  photos in  campaign
Sharma (Ward 13) materials.

and Rama Rani Rathee.
The party accused these

leaders have distanced
themselves
Independent candidates,
suspended leaders

from
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Why Modi govt 1sn’t fascist, explains

CPM, rattles Con

Agency: An explanation
by the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) why it
doesn’t consider the Narendra
Modi-led Central government
“fascist” or “neo-fascist”
has shaked and startled the
Congress and the Communist
Party of India (CPI). The
issue has driven a wedge
between the  Opposition
parties, with the CPI and
the Congress launching a
scathing attack on the CPM.
The CPM explanation is part
of the party’s draft note on
political resolutions sent to its
state units ahead of the 24th
Party Congress meeting in
April. The stance seems to be
a departure from the party’s
previous stand on the BIJP
and RSS “carrying out fascist

agendas”.

While the CPM has
defended its stance, the CPI,
from which it split in 1964,
has demanded a correction.
Their senior national ally, the
Congress, has dismissed it as
a “survival” tactic. Though
these three parties are allies
at the national level, in
Kerala, the CPM and CPI
are part of the ruling LDF,
while the Congress leads the
Opposition UDF.

The CPM’s draft political
resolution, set to be discussed
at its 24th Party Congress in
April, has held that while the
Modi government exhibits
“neo-fascist characteristics”,
it does not qualify as a
“fascist or neo-fascist
government"‘

gress and CPI

saying
that the Modi government
is a fascist or neo-fascist

are  not

government. Nor
characterising  the
State as a neo-fascist State.
What we are pinpointing
is that after 10 years of
continuous rule by the BJP,
which is the political wing

arc  we

Indian

of the RSS, there has been
a consolidation of political
power in the hands of the
BJP-RSS, resulting in the
manifestation of ‘neo-fascist
characteristics’,” the CPM’s
draft resolution notes. CPM's
Central Committee member
AK Balan has defended the

party's stance.

Police act against illegal travel

agents, raid offices; 4 nabbed

Ludhiana:
illegal travel agents from
misguiding foreign aspirants,

To  deter

the Ludhiana police on
Monday conducted raids
at offices of several travel
agents. They registered five
cases against the agents and
arrested four of them.
Assistant sub-inspector,
Police Division 5, Gurmej
Lal, said acting on a tip-off,
the police conducted a raid
at Garv Holiday Tours near
Feroze Gandhi Market and
this office was being run
by Karan Kumar without
having the required licence.
During the raid, he was
arrested and a case under
the Immigration Act and
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

was  registered
against the suspect.
The police also arrested

Sukhwinder Singh of Acme
Visa Solutions. The suspect
opened a sub-branch at Kips
Market against the norms,
where he was cheating visa
aspirants on the pretext of
sending them abroad. A case
was also registered.

Sub-inspector Bibal Pal
Kaur of Police Division 8 said
Gautam Handa had opened a
office, Holiday Quest, near
Bhai Bala Chowk and he
was not having any valid
licence to run the firm. The
suspect had been committing
fraud with the people on
the pretext of sending them
abroad.

Ranveer Allahbadia’s statement to

cops over ‘sex with parents’ joke

Podcaster
Allahbadia,
remarks on a

Mumbai:
Ranveer
whose
YouTube show sparked
controversy, admitted
to making a “mistake”
in his statement before
Maharashtra
Cyber,
officials said.
Allahbadia
is under
investigation
b y
Maharashtra ~ Cyber
and Mumbai
police for
comments made
on comedian Samay

Raina’s show India’s
Got Latent. He made
crude comments about

parents and sex, leading to
widespread backlash and
multiple FIRs. On Monday,
both Allahbadia and
fellow YouTuber Ashish
Chanchlani recorded their
statements in an obscenity

Officials said that
Allahbadia

case.

acknowledged
inappropriate
and claimed he attended

using
language

the show only as a favour
to his friend Samay Raina.
He did not take any money
for his presence on the
show.

Ranveer Allahbadia
found himself at the center
of a huge controversy after
he made an objectionable

joke involving parents
at the latest ‘India’s
Got  Latent’  episode.

Chanchalani was
also among the
panelists present
on the show,
alongside Samay
Raina, Jaspreet
Singh and

Apoorva Mukhija.

Authorities have
| also questioned
influencer Apoorva
Makhija and
summoned actor
Rakhi Sawant for February
27. Meanwhile, Samay
Raina’s statement is yet to
be recorded.

Additionally, the
Assam police are also
investigating an obscenity
case against Allahbadia
and others.

L ol

Pathankot: Alert Border
Security ~ Force  (BSF)
troops successfully foiled an
infiltration attempt along the
International Border (IB) in
Pathankot, Punjab, during
the early hours of February
26. According to officials,
BSF personnel stationed at
the BOP Tashpatan border

Army uns down Pakistani intruder

area observed suspicious
movement across the IB.
An unidentified intruder
was spotted attempting to
cross into Indian territory.
Despite being challenged by
the alert troops, the intruder
continued advancing,
ignoring repeated warnings.
Sensing a potential threat,

BSF troops took action and
neutralised the infiltrator.
Authorities are working to
ascertain the identity and

motive of the intruder.
Meanwhile, BSF has
confirmed that a strong

protest will be lodged with
the Pakistan Rangers over
the attempted infiltration.




