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Message from the Maha Kumbh and
the strong partnership of BJP - RSS

Agency: It was March
2017. Uttar Pradesh had just
finished voting for a new
Assembly, an election that
everybody said the BJP would
be wiped off the floor because
of the ‘demonitisation disaster’
a few months earlier. However,
the BJP stormed to power like
never before. An unexpected
saffron surge saw the party
win 313 seats on its own. It
was assumed that Manoj Sinha,
seen as close to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah, would be
the natural choice for the Chief
Minister’s office. But Narendra
Modi sprang a surprise. He
picked five-time Lok Sabha
MP Yogi Adityanath for the
role, the first time a saffron-
clad Yogi would be holding
high political office anywhere
in India. It is said that a very
senior journalist asked Modi
about his shocking choice.
“This was not an ordinary
election,” Modi is supposed to
have told the journalist. “So,
my choice also couldn’t have
been regular either.” What
Modi did not say explicitly was
that the UP election result was

a message of a huge churn in
the Hindu vote base and that he
had to respond to that message
with his own unambiguous
acknowledgement that he
had noticed it. His visit to
the Rashtriya Swayamsewak
Sangh (RSS) headquarters in
Nagpur and heaping praise on
the 100-year-old organisation
and its members could be
another acknowledgement that
he has noticed a signal from
the ground. This time from the
grounds of Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj. On March 30, Modi
became the only second sitting
Prime Minister to visit the RSS
headquarters in Nagpur. The
first was Atal Bihari Vajpayee
in 2000. During his visit, Modi
likened the RSS to an Akshay
Vat (banyan tree ), the seed of
which was sown 100 years ago.
The banyan tree had grown
huge with lakhs of volunteers
acting as its branches. “The
RSS is the modern Akshay
Vat of the immortal culture
of India and is continuously
energising  Indian  culture
and the consciousness of our
nation,” Modi said, according
to a PTI report.

The RSS, which projects
itself as a Hindutva cultural
organisation, has always had the
realisation that it needs political
power for growth. Since, the
RSS has made a promise to
itself that it would not turn into
a political outfit, it has backed
the BJP and its predecessor, the
Akhil Bharatiya Jana Sangh.
However, like in a Parivar
(family ), the ties between
the RSS and the BJP have
fluctuated, depending on the
political and social situations of
the time, and those heading the
two organisations.

It was a remark by BJP
President JP Nadda in an
interview with The Indian
Express during the 2024
general election that riled some
in the RSS. Nadda said that
the BJP now had a big enough
organisational  structure and
was no longer reliant on the
RSS. The result, according to
experts, was that the RSS took
a hands-off approach in two
crucial states - Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal - in the Lok
Sabha election. This is believed
to be one of the reasons as to
why the BJP, which bagged

240 seats, fell short of the
majority mark of 272. It is now
reliant on the NDA partners to
remain in power at the Centre.

Ratan Sharda, a lifelong
Sangh member and author,
wrote in the RSS mouthpiece
Organiser that the election
results had come as a reality
check for  “overconfident
BJP karyakartas and many
of its leaders”. Statements
by RSS  Sarsanghachalak
Mohan Bhagwat were seen as
indications of the discord. His
remarks on the Manipur crisis
and definition of a true sevak
were seen as directed at the
BJP leadership. However, the
realisation that the two need
each other to grow made the
two Parivar members bury the
hatchet. The result of the RSS
groundwork and a re-energised
BJP was seen in the result of
one Assembly election after
another, as the party went on
a winning spree from Haryana
and Maharashtra to Delhi.
Like the message of 2017 UP
clection, the signal from the
Maha Kumbh ground must
have been clear.

The 45-day-long Maha

Yunus says Bangladesh ‘only guardian of
ocean’, invites China to make “extension’

Agency: Bangladesh s
interim government chief
adviser, Muhammad Yunus,
who was on a four-day visit
to China, invited Beijing to
make an “extension” in the
region while mentioning
that the seven northeastern
states of India remain
landlocked. In a widely
circulated video on social
media, Yunus encouraged
the Chinese government to
establish an economic base
in Bangladesh, emphasising
that Dhaka is the “sole
guardian of the ocean” in
the region. “Seven states of
India, eastern part of India,
called seven sisters ... they
are landlocked country,
landlocked region of India.
They have no way to reach
out to the ocean,” Yunus
said in the video. “We are
the only guardian of the
ocean for all this region.

So this opens up a huge
possibility. So this could be
an extension of the Chinese
economy. Build things,
produce things, market
things, bring things to China,
bring it out to the whole rest
of the world,” Yunus said.
Sanjeev Sanyal, currently

a member of PM Narendra
Modi's economic advisory
council, shared the video on
X and wrote: “Interesting
that Yunus is making a
public appeal to the Chinese
on the basis that 7 states

in India are land-locked.
China is welcome to invest
in Bangladesh, but what
exactly is the significance
of 7 Indian states being
landlocked ?” Yunus, who
met Xi Jinping during his
four-day visit, also sought
a 50-year master plan from
Beijing for its river water
management, including

that of the Teesta river,
co-shared by the Indian
upstream region, calling
China the “master of water
management”. “We have
come here to learn from
you; how we can make
water resources useful to
people,” state-run news
agency Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) quoted him
as saying. He particularly
pointed out the issues related
to the ‘Teesta River System’
but added, however, that
“Bangladesh’s problem

lies not just with one river,
but with the (entire)

Rs 5 to Rs 15 hike at toll
plazas across Punjab

Agency: Road users will
have to shell out Rs 5 to Rs
15 more at major toll plazas
in the region from April 1
at 00:00 hrs as the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHALI) revised the user fee
rates for collection in Punjab,
Haryana and  Himachal
Pradesh. Rates have been
revised for more than 50 toll
plaza in this region alone. In
the Tricity area, road users
will now have to pay more
user fee rates at the Azizpur
toll plaza on the Zirakpur-
Patiala section of NH-07,
Dhareri Jattan toll plaza on
the Zirakpur-Patiala section
(NH-64), Bhagomajra toll
plaza at the Kharar-Ludhiana
section of NH-5, Ghulal toll
plaza at the Chandigarh-
Kharar-Ludhiana section of
NHS5 and Jaloli toll plaza on
the Saha-Barwala-Panchkula
section of NH-07 and NH-
344. The Dappar toll plaza
on the Chandigarh-Ambala
national highway does not
fall in this category, hence
no change in rates. At the
Azizpur toll plaza, the user
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fee of truck and bus category
has been revised up by Rs
5 for up-down journey on
a single day. For car, jeep
and van category, the rates
remain the same. NHAI
project  director  Aashim
Bansal said, “In Punjab and
Haryana, user fee in more
than 50 toll plazas has been
revised. The revised rates, all
across the country, will be
applicable from April 1. The
rates are revised annually in
line with the Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) based inflation
under the National Highways
Fee Rules, 2008. The rates
of BOT (Toll) plazas are
revised in September.”

system”. The ousted Hasina
government had sought
India’s involvement in the

Teesta River basin project.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh
and China held positive
discussions on signing the
Implementation Plan of the
MoU on the Exchange of
Hydrological Information
for the Yarlung Zangbo-
Jamuna River, which
originates in China and
flows into Bangladesh
after passing through a
significant stretch of Indian
territory. The two nations
also agreed to enhance
maritime cooperation and
plan to hold a new round
of Dialogue on Maritime
Cooperation at a suitable
time. “Bangladesh welcomes
Chinese companies to

participate in the Mongla
Port Facilities Modernisation
and Expansion Project and
is ready to collaborate with
China to further develop
the Chinese Economic

and Industrial Zone
(CEIZ) in Chattogram,”
the statement said.
According to BSS, China
has planned to provide
approximately $400 million
for the modernization of
Bangladesh’s southwestern
Mongla seaport, $350
million for the development
of the China Industrial
Economic Zone, and another
$150 million as technical
assistance. “The remaining
funds will be provided as
grants and other forms of
financial support,” the BSS
report added.

Kumbh witnessed the
participation of a record 650
million devotees, hinting at the
growth of the spirit of Hindutva
across the country. In a speech
in Parliament in March, PM
Modi said the Maha Kumbh
“reflects the spirit of rising
India”. Modi, who started off
as an RSS pracharak, also
referred to the Maha Kumbh
during his visit to the Sangh
headquarters in Nagpur. He
lauded the “exemplary work”
of RSS volunteers during
the Maha Kumbh and said
wherever there arose a need
for service, the volunteers
have been present. Bhagwat,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and Union

minister Nitin Gadkari were
present during Modi's visit.
Photos  showed  Bhagwat
leaning towards Modi for a
conversation.

If the 2024 general election,
and later the polls in Haryana,
Mabharashtra and Delhi
delivered a political message
that the two would benefit from
working together, the massive
arrivals at Maha Kumbh were
a message far beyond the
daily political nitt-gritty. The
unprecedented numbers of
devotees at Prayagraj was a
message that the Parivar might
be riding on a significant shift
in terms of culture and heritage,
and it would be unwise not to
ride the wave together.
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Annamalai softens stance on
BJP-AIADMK alliance after
top leader meets Amit Shah

Agency: BJP’s Tamil
Nadu unit chief K
Annamalai appears to
have softened his stance
on AIADMK following a
meeting between AIADMK
General Secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami
(EPS) and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in
Delhi. When asked about
the alliance between BJP
and AIADMK, Annamalai
remained tight-lipped.
“Our Home Minister has
spoken. Please take his
reaction as the final word
on the matter.”

Annamalai, addressing
the reporters, stated
that he had provided a
comprehensive report to
the party high command
after conducting a detailed
microanalysis of the
political situation in Tamil
Nadu. “It would be wrong
for me to disclose what
I spoke about. We have
discussed in detail the
present and future of Tamil
Nadu and what is needed
for the people’s welfare,”
he said. Annamalai, who
had previously taken
a firm stance against
AIADMK, clarified that
he harboured no personal

grievances against any
party or leader. “I have
always been open about
my stand. When I spoke
in Delhi, I said that I am
ready to even work as a
cadre.

Please understand
the meaning of that,” he
asserted, adding that he
would never go back on
his words. Meanwhile,
sources in both the BJP
and AIADMK suggest
that the BJP leadership
is keen on bringing
AIADMK back into the
NDA fold, even if it
requires making leadership
adjustments within the
Tamil Nadu unit. This
speculation gained further
traction following the
visit of senior AIADMK
leader KA Sengottaiyan
to Delhi. Sengottaiyan, a
veteran AIADMK leader
from Erode, was once in
contention for the chief
ministerial post following
J Jayalalithaa's demise in
2017. Sources indicate that
he has been dissatisfied
with EPS’s recent
decisions regarding party
appointments in Erode,
leading to his absence from
key AIADMK events.

‘RSS will pick PM Modi’s successor’
claims Sanjay Raut: Fadnavis reacts

Agency: Shiv Sena
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut
on Monday claimed that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s successor would
be from Maharashtra
and that “Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) would decide
on that.” In response,
Fadnavis said, “We will
see him again in 2029.”
“Modi’s successor will
be from Maharashtra,
and RSS will decide on
that,” Sanjay Raut told
reporters during a press
conference. “He (Modi)
probably went to RSS
headquarters to write his
retirement application in
September,” Raut added,
referring to the practice
of leaders retiring at 75.
These remarks came after
PM Modi visited RSS
headquarters in Nagpur
on Sunday. Maharashtra
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis responded
to Raut’s assertions in
Nagpur,saying that, “In
2029, we will see Modi

as the prime minister
again.”

“There is no need to
search for his successor.
He (Modi) is our leader
and will continue,”
Fadnavis continued.

“In our culture, when
the father is alive, it

is inappropriate to talk
about succession. That is
Mughal culture. The time
has not come to discuss
it,” he added, responding
to Raut’s claim that PM
Modi’s successor would

be from Maharashtra.
The prime minister
visited RSS headquarters
and offered tributes to
RSS founder Keshav
Baliram Hedgewar
at Smruti Mandir
in Reshimbagh the
previous day. He was
accompanied by RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat,
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari and Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis. Later sharing
a post on X, PM Modi

said, “Visiting Smruti
Mandir in Nagpur is a
very special experience.
Making today's visit
even more special is the
fact that it has happened
on Varsha Pratipada,
which is also the Jayanti
of Param Pujya Doctor
Sahab.” He also lauded
RSS workers stating that,
“Their selfless service
has been evident in times
of floods, earthquakes,
and most recently, at the
Maha Kumbh.”

BJP slams Mamata Banerjee over
alleged ‘provocative sneecn on Eid

Agency: West Bengal
leader of opposition and BJP
leader Suvendu Adhikari
on Monday launched a
scathing attack on chief
minister Mamata Banerjee,
accusing her of delivering a
“provocative speech” during
the Eid-ul-Fitr celebrations
at Red Road. Taking to
social media platform
X, Adhikari questioned
Banerjee's remarks,
alleging that she made
controversial statements
while addressing the
gathering. “Kaun sa Dharm
ganda hai Ms Mamata
Banerjee ? Appeasing the
Muslim Community at
the Red Road with your
almost incomprehensible
gibberish Urdu dialect,
you made a statement
that you don't follow the
‘Ganda Dharm’ or ‘Dirty
Religion’. Which religion
were you specifically
referring to ? Sanatan
Hindu Dharma ?” he wrote.
Adhikari further alleged that
Banerjee repeatedly used

the words “Danga” (riot)
and questioned whether

the event was meant to be
religious or political. He
accused her of attempting
to create animosity between
communities, warning that
such actions would backfire
on her. BJP’s IT cell chief
Amit Malviya also joined
the criticism, stating on

X: “Is Sanatan Dharma a
‘Ganda Dharm’ for West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee ? Despite
numerous anti-Hindu

riots under her watch,

she has the audacny to
mock Hindus and deride
their faith. Once again,
she has given Muslims

a carte blanche to target
Hindus—this time from a
religious platform meant
to celebrate Eid. Shame on
her.” BIP's response came
after Banerjee, speaking

at an Eidgah on Eid-ul-
Fitr, declared she was
“ready to sacrifice” her
life for all religions and
accused opposition parties
of orchestrating communal
violence.

Who is IFS Nidhi Tewari appointed
as PM Modi's private secretary"

Agency: Indian Foreign
Service (IFS) officer Nidhi
Tewari has been appointed
as the new Private Secretary
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The appointment,
approved by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet,
was officially announced by
the Department of Personnel
& Training (DoPT) on
Monday. Tewari is currently
serving as Deputy Secretary
in the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO). Her new role is set
at Level 12 of the pay matrix
and will be co-terminus with
her current position or until
further orders are issued.
According to the order
dated March 29, Tewari will
transition from her current role
to take on new responsibilities
in the Prime Minister’s Office.
Her tenure will remain linked
with the term of the present
administration or until further
directives are provided. The
2014-batch IFS officer is
from Varanasi's Mahmoorgan;
area, PM Modi's Lok Sabha
constituency since 2014. She
secured the 96th rank in the

® Nidhi Tewari appointed
Private Secretary 0 PM Modi

® She is a 2014-batch IFS
ollicer from Varanasi

= Currently serving as Deputy
Secretary in PMO

Civil Services Examination in
2013 and initially served as
an Assistant Commissioner
in Varanasi before joining
the Indian Foreign Service.
She has been serving as
Deputy Secretary in the PMO
since January 6, 2023, after
initially joining as an Under
Secretary in 2022. Before
her tenure in the PMO, she
worked in the Ministry of
External Affairs, specifically
in the Disarmament and

International Security Affairs
Division. Her expertise

in international relations

has been instrumental in

the PMO, particularly in

the ‘Foreign and Security’
vertical, where she reported
directly to National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval.



