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Tram hyjacked by separitists in pakistan

Agency: A passenger
train in Pakistan carrying
around 500 people was
hijacked by separatist
militants in the country’s
restive Balochistan province
on Tuesday. The militants
-- part of the rebel group
Baloch Liberation Army
-- said they had taken all
passengers hostage and
would begin executions
if any military operation
was launched in response
to their operation. Local
media reported government
officials confirming that
the Peshawar-bound Jaffar
Express was attacked after
it began its journey from
Quetta in Balochistan and
that attempts were on
to establish contact with
the people on board. The
militants, in a statement,
claimed to have taken
control of the Jaffar Express
train after derailing it
following an intense shoot-
out. Six military personnel
were killed in the incident,
according to the statement

by the militants. The Baloch
officials or the railways are
yet to confirm the casualties
and the status of the
hostages. Pakistani security
forces have reached the site,
and an massive counter-
operation is underway,
reportedly involving

aerial bombing. However,
the militants claimed to
have completely repelled
the army’s offensive.
“Baloch Liberation

Army commanders have
completely repulsed the
ground operation of the
occupying army after
capturing the Jaffar Express.
After fierce clashes,
Pakistani ground troops
were forced to retreat,
however, the bombing by
Pakistani helicopters and
drones is still ongoing.”
According to the railway
officials, no contact has
been established with the
450 passengers and staff
aboard the 9-coach of the
train. Initial reports said
multiple travellers were

Mallikarjun Kharge’s
stirs row in Rajya Sabha, he clarlﬁes

Agency: Leader of the
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge's derogatory
remark during a debate on
the contentious National
Education Policy (NEP)
led to a massive uproar in
the Rajya Sabha. As the
BJP MPs slammed Kharge
for using unparliamentary

language that they
claimed was meant for the
chairperson, the Congress

chief clarified that it was
directed at the policies of
the government. Kharge also
apologised for the remark,
which loosely translates to
“knock someone out”. It
was later expunged from
Rajya Sabha records. As
the Rajya Sabha took up a
discussion on the working
of the Education Ministry,
the opposition was up on its
feet to demand an apology
from Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan over
his “uncivilised” jab at DMK
MPs amid the row over the
three-language policy in
NEP. Amid the din, deputy
chairperson Harivansh called
Congress leader Digvijay
Singh to start the discussion.
However, Kharge intervened
to rake up the remarks of the
Education Minister. “This
is a dictatorship,” Kharge
said as Harivansh asked him
to sit down. The Congress
chief then used an informal
Hindi expression to indicate
that the opposition would
corner the government over
the NEP issue, triggering
an uproar from the treasury
benches. Leader of the
House JP Nadda intervened
and said Kharge's remark

was  condemnable  and
unparliamentary. As the
uproar continued, Kharge

issued an apology to the

wounded in the attack. The
Jaffar Express was travelling
from Quetta in Pakistan's
southwestern Balochistan
province to Peshawar in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

when it came under fire,
railway officials told news
agency Reuters. The Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA),

a militant separatist group
seeking autonomy for the
region, claimed that the
hostages they took are
Pakistani military personnel
and members of other
security agencies. “Amongst
the hostages are active-
duty personnel from the
Pakistani military, police,
Anti-Terrorism Force
(ATF), and Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI)--all

of whom were travelling

to Punjab on leave,” the
statement said. “The BLA
issues a clear warning that if
the occupying forces attempt
any military operation,

the consequences will be
severe. All hundreds of
hostages will be executed,

deputy chairperson. “I did
not use such words for the
chairperson. If the Deputy
Chairperson has been hurt by
my words, then I apologise.
But 1 was criticising the
policies of the government,”
he said. Later, in a post
on X, Kharge said he was
referring to  Pradhan’s
comments “hurting the self-
respect of a part of this
country, a section of its
people”. “If you say that
they are uncultured and

Aurtel signs deal with Elon Musk’s
SpaceX to bring Starlink internet to India

Agency: Airtel has
signed an agreement with
SpaceX to bring Starlink’s
satellite internet to India.
The deal depends on
SpaceX getting approval
from authorities to sell
Starlink services in
the country. With this
partnership, Airtel and
SpaceX will look at ways
to work together, stated
the press release shared
by Airtel. Airtel may sell
Starlink equipment in its
stores and offer Starlink’s
services to businesses. They
also plan to use Starlink to
bring the internet to rural

schools, health centers,

and remote areas. Airtel
and SpaceX will also
explore how Starlink can
support Airtel’s network
and how SpaceX can use
Airtel’s infrastructure in
India. Airtel already works
with Eutelsat OneWeb for
satellite internet. Adding
Starlink will help Airtel
expand its coverage to areas
with little or no internet.
Businesses and communities
in remote locations will

also get more options for
high-speed connectivity.
“Working with SpaceX

to offer Starlink to Airtel

customers in India is

a significant milestone
and further demonstrates
our commitment to
next-generation satellite
connectivity,” said Gopal
Vittal, Managing Director
and Vice Chairman, Bharti
Airtel. “This collaboration
enhances our ability to
bring world-class high-
speed broadband to even
the most remote parts of
India, ensuring that every
individual, business, and
community has reliable
internet. Starlink will
complement and enhance
Airtel’s suite of products

Police search Pinky Dhaliwal’s house,
seize electronic devices, documents

Agency: Music producer
Pinky Dhaliwal was taken
to his house by the police
to conduct a search today.
The police seized electronic
devices and documents from
Dhaliwal’'s house in Sector
71 in the Sunanda Sharma
cheating case. The cops said
another police complaint had
been filed against Dhaliwal.
He is stated to be in custody
at Mataur police station in
Mohali. Dhaliwal’s son filed a
habeas corpus petition against
Dhaliwal’s unlawful detention
by Mataur police. Acting on
the petition, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court ordered to
immediately release detainee
Pushpinder Singh Dhaliwal.
The high court made it clear
that he was ordered to be
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released, if his custody was not
required in connection with
any other case. Dhaliwal's
two-day police remand ended
today.

Addressing the media
for the first time after the
controversy ~ broke  out,
Dhaliwal’'s family members
rejected all allegations and said

Sunanda was like their family
member and was living in their
house for the last six years.

Music  producer Pushpnder
Dhaliwal was arrested on
Saturday after singer and

actress Sunanda Sharma filed a
cheating, forgery and criminal
intimidation complaint against
him.

and the responsibility for
this bloodshed will lie

solely with the occupying
forces,” the militants added.
The militants, in the initial
statement, claimed that

they have released women,
children, and Baloch
passengers, ensuring that

all remaining hostages are
serving personnel of the
Pakistani forces. However, a
second statement claimed all
passengers have been taken

‘derogatory’ remark

uncivilised, then ask the
minister to resign. The Modi
government is talking about
dividing the country. They
are talking about breaking
the nation,” Kharge said.
At the centre of the row
is the  “three-language
formula” under the NEP
that Tamil Nadu has refused
to implement. The ruling
DMK-Congress government
has long viewed it as an
attempt to impose Hindi on
the state.

to ensure reliable and
affordable broadband
for our Indian customers
wherever they live and
work,” he added. Gwynne
Shotwell, President of
SpaceX, said, “We are
excited to work with
Airtel and unlock the
transformative impact
Starlink can bring to

the people of India. We
are constantly amazed

hostage. The provincial
government has imposed
emergency measures, and
all institutions have been
mobilised to deal with

the situation, government
spokesperson Shahid

Rind said. The attack

comes days after various
Baloch resistance groups
advocating for Balochistan's
independence from Pakistan
announced a new intensified
offensive against Pakistan

and China and announced

a unified outfit named the
Baloch National Army.
Balochistan, bordering

Iran and Afghanistan, has
been grappling with years
of insurgency, and has
recently witnessed several
terrorist attacks. In the latest
incident on March 5, an
improvised explosive device
(IED) blast in the Khuzdar
district killed five people
and injured five others.
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Court orders FIR against
Arvind Kejriwal for

‘misusing’ public money

Agency: A court here
on Tuesday directed Delhi
Police to register an FIR
against AAP leader and
former chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal and others
for allegedly misusing
public money in putting
up large hoardings in the
national capital.

“This court is of the
considered opinion that
the application under
Section156 (3) of the CrPC
deserves to be allowed.
Accordingly, the SHO
concerned is directed to
register an FIR immediately

under Section 3 of the Delhi
Prevention of Defacement
of Property Act, 2007,

and any other offence

that appears to have been
committed from the facts of
the case,” Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate Neha
Mittal said. The complaint
filed in 2019 alleged that
Kejriwal, then Matiala
MLA Gulab Singh (AAP)
and then Dwarka A ward
councillor Nitika Sharma
“deliberately misused public
money by putting up large-
sized hoardings” at various
places in the area.

IndusInd Bank shares crash 27%
to record worst trading day ever

Agency: Induslnd
Bank shares plunged 27%
on Tuesday, recording
their steepest fall ever,
after the lender disclosed
discrepancies in its forex
derivatives book. The stock
hit its lowest level since
November 2020, wiping
out nearly Rs 19,052
crore in market value. At
the closing bell, shares of
Indusind Bank were down
27.17% to Rs 655.95 on the
Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE). The private lender
admitted to errors in how
it accounted for past forex
trades, estimating a 2.35%
hit to its net worth as of
December 2024roughly Rs
1,577 crore. Analysts peg
the impact at Rs 1,500-
2,000 crore. The issue
surfaced after new RBI
rules forced a reassessment
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by the incredible and
inspiring things that
people, businesses and
organisations do when they
are connected via Starlink.”
“The team at Airtel has
played a pivotal role in
India’s telecom story, so
working with them to
complement our direct
offering makes great sense
for our business,” Shitwell
added.

of its ‘Other Asset and
Other Liability’ accounts.
Multiple brokerages have
slashed their ratings on
the Induslnd Bank stock,
flagging governance
concerns. Motilal Oswal
said the problem stemmed
from “internal trades with
low liquidity” involving
swap contracts on 3/5-year
yen and 8/10-year dollar
borrowings.

“The bank should
have reported the loss
that the ALM desk faced
due to the swap, but that
was not done. Whether
that was deliberate or a
systemic goof-up is yet to
be determined,” a senior
analyst told news agency
Reuters.Jefferies called it
a case of “weak internal
controls” and expects a one-
time hit to FY25 earnings,

Indusind Bank Esugsts

warning of “derating.”
Nuvama, Motilal Oswal,
and Emkay Global also
downgraded the stock,
citing leadership uncertainty
and potential regulatory
scrutiny. IndusInd Bank
CEO Sumant Kathpalia,
whose tenure was extended
for just one year by the
RBI, acknowledged that
“the RBI may have had
reservations about his

leadership skills.” The bank
has brought in PwC India
for an external review,
with findings expected by
March-end. The meltdown
extends IndusInd Bank's
recent woesit has lost over
50% in six months and 32%
this year. Whether it can
recover will depend on the
external audit, leadership
stability, and investor
confidence.

Agency: The Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) on
Tuesday declared Jammu
and Kashmir Ittihadul
Muslimeen (JKIM) as an
unlawful association and
banned it with immediate
effect for a period of next
five years. The ministry, in
an official order, stated that
JKIM, chaired by Masroor
Abbas Ansari, is indulging
in unlawful activities,
which are prejudicial to
the integrity, sovereignty
and security of the country
“The members of JKIM
have remained involved in
supporting terrorist activities
and anti-India propaganda

for fuelling secessionism
in Jammu and Kashmir,”
the order read. The Centre

alleged that the leaders and

members of JKIM have
been involved in “mobilising
funds” for  perpetrating
unlawful activities, including
supporting secessionist,
separatist and terrorist
activities in Jammu and

Kashmir. The ministry said
that JKIM and its members
by their activities showed
sheer disrespect towards the
constitutional authority and
constitutional set up of the
country. “JKIM involved
in promoting and aiding
the secession of Jammu

2 more civilians go missing in J&K’s Kathua
close on the heels of 5 mysterious deaths

Jammu
Assembly
had on Monday witnessed
a heated debate on the
killings in the region. Chief
Minister Omar  Abdullah
said in the Assembly that the
circumstances  surrounding
these deaths were under
investigation. Two boys have
gone missing in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kathua district,
which recently witnessed
the mysterious deaths of
five civilians prompting the
authorities to launch a probe.
A police officer said on
Tuesday that the two boys —
Deen (15) and his relative
Rehmat Ali (12) — had
gone missing on February 27
after they had gone to graze
their cattle at Bhamberwan.

Agency: The
and  Kashmir

L ol

Police have constituted teams
to trace the boys and their
photos are being circulated to
gather clues.

Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Shiv Kumar Sharma
has directed police officers
to liaise with other districts,
deras and the relatives of the
two boys in Punjab, Jammu
and Udhampur to trace the
missing boys. The DIG met
the families of the missing
boys and assured them that all
possible measures would be
taken to locate them. Kathua
has been in the news after the
bodies of 15-year-old Varun
Singh, his paternal uncle
Yogesh Singh (32), and
maternal uncle Darshan Singh
(40) were found in Ishu
nullah in the remote Malhar

area in the higher reaches
of the district on Saturday.
The trio had gone missing
on March 5. Last month, the
bodies of two other people -
Shamsher (37) and Roshan
(45) - were found in Kohag
village in Kathua district, with
postmortem reports indicating
strangulation. The Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly on
Monday witnessed a heated
debated on the killings in
the region. Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said in
the Assembly that the
circumstances  surrounding
these deaths under
investigation. “What
happened, how it happened
and why it happened is a
matter of investigation which
is going on. Discussing it

were

in the House will not be
appropriate,” he said on
Monday. Union  minister
Jitendra Singh on Sunday
pointed to the involvement
of terrorists in the killing of
three civilians in a remote
area in Billawar tehsil of
Kathua district. “The brutal
killing of 3 youth by terrorists
in Bani area of district Kathua
is extremely sad as well as
a matter of great concern.
There appears to be a deep
conspiracy behind spoiling
the atmosphere in this
peaceful area,” the minister,
who represents Udhampur
Parliamentary  constituency
that covers Kathua, said
on X. The killings sparked
protest and a shutodwn in the
area on Sunday.

and Kashmir from India by
indulging in anti-national
and subversive activities;
sowing seeds of discontent
among the people; inciting
people to destabilise law and
order, encouraging the use
of arms to cause secession
of Jammu and Kashmir
from the Union of India and
promoting hatred against the
established  Government,”
the official order read. The
MHA said that the central
government is firmly of the
opinion that having regard
to the activities of JKIM, it
is necessary to declare it as
an unlawful association with
immediate effect.

K Suffers
Outage

For Fourth
Time inTwo
Days, Musk
Blamed DDoS
Attackers

Agency: X (formerly

Twitter) is down for
the fourth time in two
days, causing

disruptions in

services globally.

Hours after Elon

Musk blamed

the downtime on a series of

cyberattacks and claimed

the company was working

on bringing the services

online, X is experiencing

a downtime, according to
Downdetector.




