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India and  Mauritius
on Wednesday agreed to
clevate ties to ‘“enhanced
strategic partnership” while
reaffirming collective
commitment to a ‘free,
safe, secure and open Indian
Ocean”. The decision to
elevate ties was taken at
delegation-level talks led
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Mauritius PM
Navinchandra Ramghoolam
on Wednesday. Addressing
the media after the talks, PM
Modi expressed happiness at
returning as chief guest on
the 57th Independence Day
celebrations of Mauritius
and said India-Mauritius
ties went beyond the Indian

Ocean to shared cultural
heritage and values. After
reviewing the full range

of bilateral relations with
Mauritius today, PM Modi
said India would support

the construction of a new
Parliament bulldmg in
the country. “It will be a
gift to Mauritius from the
mother of democracy,”
the PM said, adding that
India would continue to
support Mauritius’ Exclusive
Economic Zone and add
500 million Mauritian rupee
projects to the second phase
of community development
work in the country.

“Over the next five
years, 500 civil servants
from Mauritius will be

trained in India and we have
also reached an agreement
for local currency trade
settlement,” said PM. He
also announced a new vision
for the Global South called
MAHASAGAR, which will
take forward Vision SAGAR
(Security and Growth for
All in The Region” whose
foundations were laid in
Mauritius a decade ago.
Modi  termed  people

to people ties as a

component of ‘

Mauritius partnershlp
promising to facilitate
Ramayana trail for people
of Mauritius visiting India.
Earlier in his remarks, PM
mentioned how India had
helped build a metro express
for pace in Mauritius,
Supreme  Court building
for justice, social housing
for prosperous living, ENT
hospital for good health,
UPI and Rupay cards for
trade and tourism and
Jan Aushadhi Kendra for
affordable and  quality
medicines. “Many people-
centric initiatives have been
taken in Mauritius in a time-
bound manner,” said the PM
who, along with Ramgoolam,
also inaugurated the Atal
Behari Institute for Public
Service and Innovation
in  Mauritius. The two
sides signed eight MoUs
across various key sectors

8 years of Yogi Government

Agency

Uttar  Pradesh  Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath is
set to complete eight years in
office since taking charge on
March 19, 2017. During this
period, the state has become
India’s second-largest
economy, contributing 9.2%
to the national GDP.

Last year, Prime Minister
Narendra ~ Modi threw
open a magnificent new
Ram Temple in Ayodhya,
turning the page on arguably

India’s  most fractious
dispute and fulfilling one
of the Bharatiya Janata

Party's (BJP) core electoral
promises. PM Modi presided
over the ceremony dedicated
to the 51-inch black stone
idol of the five-year-old
god, or Ram Lalla, in front

of a thousands-strong crowd
comprising India’s most
dignitaries from every walk
of life.

The recently concluded
Maha  Kumbh-2025 in
Prayagraj saw over 66 crore
devotees participate, an event
Adityanath described as an
“unprecedented”  success.
CM Yogi has on numerous
occasions has talked about
his government’s focus on
security, infrastructure, and
poverty alleviation. In his
address during the budget
session this year, he said
that every poor person in
the state is being taken care
of. He cited the distribution
of 56 lakh houses under
Pradhan  Mantri  Awas
Yojana, 1.86 crore cooking
gas connections, and potable
water supply to over 2.65

crore families. The Zero
Poverty Campaign, aimed
at assisting marginalised
communities such as
the  Vantanganiya  and
Musahar groups, was also
highlighted as part of his
broader vision for poverty
eradication. Adityanath has
announced that over 1.60
lakh recruitments have been
made in the education sector.

The state’s budget for
2025-26, exceeding Rs 8
lakh crore, was presented
as a roadmap for the next
25 years, with Rs 2.25
lakh crore earmarked for
infrastructure  projects  to
boost employment. The
state’s  2025-26  budget
exceeds Rs 8 lakh crore,
with Rs 2.25 lakh crore
allocated for infrastructure
development.

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar
discharged from AIIMS-Delhi, adV1sed rest

Agency

Vice-President  Jagdeep
Dhankhar was discharged
from AIIMS-Delhi on
Wednesday, days after being
admitted for cardiac related
ailments. A medical bulletin
from AIIMS said the Vice-
President was admitted to
the institute on March 9 with
heart issues. He received
necessary care and has now
made full recovery, it said.
The institute in the discharge

statement said Vice-President
had been advised to take
rest for the next few days.
In a post on X, Dhankhar
thanked the medical team

of the AIIMS. “Deeply
appreciate the exemplary
care and professionalism

of the medical team at
AIIMS, New Delhi, from
my admission on March 9 to
discharge on March 12. Their
dedication and meticulous
attention ensured a smooth

recovery,” he said. “Grateful

for the concern and good
wishes from well-wishers
across India and beyond.
Your thoughtful gestures
have been truly heartening,”
the Vice-President added in
the X post.

BNM@MISCELLANEOUS

Baloch insurgents release video
showing how they hijacked train

of crime investigation,
maritime traffic monitoring,
infrastructure,  diplomacy,
commerce, capacity building,
finance and ocean economy.
Ramghoolam, in his address,
said PM Modi had honoured
Mauritius with his presence
on the 57th anniversary of
independence. “His presence
is testimony to the unique
relations which bind our
two nations. While formal
diplomatic relations between

Vodafone down:

us were established in 1948,
people to people ties go back

centuries,” Ramghoolam
said after he and PM Modi
inaugurated 20 India-aided
community development
projects in Mauritius. The
two countries will also draft
Mauritius India Joint Vision
Document for Enhanced
Strategic Partnership
and collaborate in space
research, Al and digital
public infrastructure.

Network

crash leaves thousands without
internet in United Kingdom

Agency

Vodafone broadband
customers across the United
Kingdom experienced
significant internet outages,
leaving many without

on Downdetector, users from
various regions are impacted,
including Derby, Lambeth,
Birmingham, Islington,
Leicester, Manchester, East
Riding of Yorkshire, London,
Luton and Peterborough.

access to  online Vodafone
services. The spokesperson
disruption, confirmed
according to the outage to
downdetector.com VOdafOI’I B MailOnline
, began around stating that it is
07:45 GMT, with impacting some
over 700 complaints CityFibre customers.
registered on the outage We're aware of an issue with
monitoring  site. Among CityFibre affecting some of

those who reported issues,
84% faced landline internet
disruptions, 8% had no
signal, and the remaining
8% experienced a complete
outage. As per the heat map

our customers. We apologise
for any inconvenience and

appreciate  your  patience
while the issue is being
resolved,” the spokesperson
said.
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The Baloch
insurgents
who  hijacked
a  Peshawar- |
bound passenger
train in Pakistan's
Balochistan
province have released a
video showing how they
blew up the track to derail it
before taking the passengers
hostage. The video shows
the Jaffar Express, which
was carrying over 400
passengers, passing through
Sibi city when a bomb
blast on the tracks forces
it to halt. The video shows

of black

huge
smoke billowing from the
engine and the first two
compartments of the train,
which was en route from

plumes

Quetta to Peshawar. The
video then shows the gun-
totting militants taking the
passengers  hostage and
deboarding them from the
train.

On Holi,
Metroto
run from
2.30 pm

Train services will not
be available on all Delhi
Metro lines, including
the Airport Express Line,
on the occasion of Holi
on March 14 until 2.30
pm, the DMRC said on
Tuesday. Normal services
will start thereafter on all
lines. “On the day of Holi,
March 14, Metro services
will not be available until
2.30 pm on all Delhi Metro
lines, including the Airport

Express Line,” the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) said. The
services will commence

at 2.30 pm from terminal
stations on all lines and
will continue as usual

thereafter, it said.

Mayor 2-hour Hol1 break call stirs
row, BJP slams ‘terrorist mindset’

Agency

The mayor of Bihar's
Darbhanga has stirred a
row by suggesting a two-
hour break during Holi
celebrations on March 14,
which coincides with the
Friday prayers during the
holy month of Ramzan.
However, she expressed
regret as her remarks
triggered an uproar and
invited scathing criticism
from the BJP.

On Tuesday, in a
statement, mayor Anjum Ara
proposed that Holi festivities
be halted temporarily
between 12.30 pm to 2 pm
as the timing of Jumma
(Friday prayers) cannot
be changed. “Jumma time

Indian stock market crash shrinks
its share mn global market cap

Agency

BSE Sensex and Nifty50
have plunged drastically
from their lifetime peaks in
a matter of a few months.
According to a Bloomberg
report, the Indian stock
market decline has erased
over $1 trillion in market
value during the previous
four months! This has led
to a reduction in India’s

portion of  worldwide

After Airtel, Jio joins hands with Elon Musk’s
SpaceX to offer Starlink services in India

Agency

The Reliance Industries’
digital services company, Jio
Platforms Limited, has signed
an agreement with SpaceX
to offer Starlink’s broadband
internet services to its customers
in India, the company said on
Wednesday. The agreement
is subject to SpaceX receiving
authorisation to sell Starlink in
India. The development came
a day after Jio's rival Bharti
Airtel signed a similar pact with
SpaceX.  “Our collaboration
with SpaceX to bring Starlink
to India strengthens our
commitment and marks a
transformative ~ step  toward
seamless broadband connectivity
for all. “By integrating Starlink
into Jios broadband ecosystem,
we are expanding our reach
and enhancing the reliability
and accessibility of high-speed
broadband in this Al-driven era,
empowering communities and
businesses across the country,”

Mathew Oommen, the Group
CEO of Reliance Jio, said. The
pact enables Jio and SpaceX
to explore how Starlink can
extend Jio's offerings and how
Jio can complement SpaceX's
direct offerings to consumers
and businesses. Jio will make
Starlink ~ solutions  available
through its retail outlets as
well as through its online
storefronts, the  statement
said. Through this agreement,
the parties will leverage Jio's

position as the world’s largest
mobile operator in terms of

data traffic and Starlink’s
position as the world's leading
low Earth orbit satellite
constellation operator to deliver
reliable  broadband  services
across the country, including
the most rural and remote
regions. Jio will not only offer
Starlink equipment in its retail
outlets but will also establish
a mechanism to support

customer service installation

and activation, according to the
statement. It also said that the
agreement with SpaceX is part
of Jio’s commitment to ensure
that reliable Internet is fully
accessible to all enterprises,
small and medium businesses,
and  communities  across
India. Starlink complements
JioAirFiber and JioFiber by
extending high-speed internet to
the most challenging of locations
in a quick and affordable
manner, the statement said.

market capitalisation.
Based on a 20-day average
calculation, India’s share of
global equity market value
is approaching 3%, showing
a significant decrease from
its highest point of over 4%
recorded in the previous
year, the report said. The
Indian stock market is
experiencing an unusually
prolonged downturn,
with a 16% decline from
its peak - a correction

phase that has lasted
significantly longer than
typical market adjustments
outside major global crises.
Historical data examining
20  previous  instances
of  market  corrections
exceeding 10% (excluding
the global financial crisis
and Covid-19) reveals
that standard corrections
averaged 14% and typically
resolved within 70 days,
states an ET report.

cannot be extended, so there
should be a two-hour break
on Holi,” the statement
said. The mayor also urged
that those celebrating Holi
should keep a distance from
mosques for two hours
during Jumma. However, the
mayor’s remark triggered a
strong riposte from the BIP,
with  MLA  Haribhushan
Thakur calling her a woman

with a “terrorist mindset”.
Opposing  her  proposal,
Thakur said there would

be no restrictions on Holi
celebrations. “There will be
no ban on Holi celebrations.
The mayor is a woman with
a Ghazwa-e-Hind mentality.
We know about her family
background. How can she
stop Holi? Holi will not

stop, it w1ll not stop even for

a minute,” Thakur asserted.
Amid an uproar, the
Darbhanga mayor expressed
regret. ‘1 have expressed
regret over my statement.
From early in the morning,
the people have been calling
me Bangladeshi and anti-
national... My intention was
for peace to be maintained in
Darbhanga,” she said.

Fake travel agent nabbed

New Delhi: The Delhi
Police have apprehended a
fraudulent West Bengal-based
travel agent for allegedly
arranging a fake Greece visa
for a passenger attempting to
fly abroad, an official said
on Tuesday. The accused,
Sanjeev Kumar Rout (37),
was apprehended on Sunday,
said the officer. The police
said the case came to light on
February 16 when Sharanjit
Singh (20) from Punjab
arrived at the IGI Airport to
board a flight to Greece via
Egypt. During immigration

clearance, officials detected
a forged Greece visa on his
passport. Upon questioning,
Singh revealed that he had
paid Rs 12.5 lakh to Rout
through another agent named
Goura for arranging his
journey, said the officer. A
team tracked down Rout in
Hooghly in West Bengal.
During interrogation, the
accused admitted to luring
individuals with false
promises of overseas job
opportunities. The passenger
has also been detained, the
police said.

BJP sweeps Haryana civic polls,

breaches Congress’s Rohtak stronghold

Agency

Stamping its authority in Haryana
after winning the Assembly elections
months ago, the BJP’s mayoral candidates
are leading in nine of the 10 municipal
corporations, including in Rohtak- the
bastion of Congress stalwart Bhupinder
Hooda. The Congress, contesting the
state civic polls on its own symbol for the
first time, is unlikely to open its account.
The BJP's mayoral candidates have won
Ambala, Gurugram, Sonipat,
and Karnal. It is leading in Faridabad,
Hisar and Yamunanagar. In
Manesar, independent candidate Inderjeet
Yadav defeated BJP’s Sunder Lal. In
Ambala, the BIJP’s Shailja Sachdeva
won the mayor’s post, defeating her
nearest Congress rival Amisha Chawla
by a margin of 20,487 votes. BJP's Raj
Rani bagged the Gurugram mayoral
seat, while senior BJP leader Rajiv Jain
Komal
in Sonipat. In Karnal, the BJP's Renu
Bala Gupta defeated the Congress's
Manoj Wadhwa. However, the biggest
embarrassment for the Congress came

Panipat,

trounced Congress’s

Rohtak

Kiloi.

Dewan

Congress.
I .

in Rohtak, the stronghold of former
Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda.
Rohtak was clinched by Ram Avtar of
the BJP against the Congress’s Surajmal

In the 2024 Assembly polls,
the Congress maintained its grip over
Rohtak and Jhajjar districts, with the
party clinching seven out of eight seats.
However, Hooda put up a brave face,
saying the civic body election results
won't have much of an impact on the
“Earlier also, the municipal

polls.

corporations were dominated by the
BJP. It could be a setback if we lost
the seat, but it was already not with us.
The Congress must have gained in some
areas, but I did not go anywhere during
the elections. I don’t think these results
will have an impact,”
elections, which took place on March 2,
saw minimal participation from regional
players like INLD, AAP and the JJP after
their dismal showing in the Assembly

Hooda said. The



