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Pay now or get arrested: Inside the
growing menace of digital arrest scams

Agency: Imagine receiving
a chilling phone call from a
stranger claiming to be a law
enforcement officer, accusing
you of a crime you never
committed, and demanding
immediate payment of fine or
verification of your account
balance to avoid arrest. Your
heart racing and your mind
reeling, you're forced to make
a split-second decision that
could either save or ruin your
life. Welcome to the sinister
world of digital arrest scams,
where fear, deception and
manipulation reign supreme.
The digital arrest scam has
become a pervasive threat,
with thousands of people
falling victim to this cleverly
crafted scheme every year.
Interestingly, the victims of
this scam are neither poorly
aware nor uneducated.
So, how is it that even the
knowledgeable and tech-
savvy individuals, who can
operate net banking and other
banking facilities with ease,
fall prey to the digital arrest
scam ? The answer lies in the
scammer's cunning use of
psychological manipulation,
which can catch even the
most cautious off guard,
investigators and psychologists

say. The digital arrest scam,
they argue, is a masterclass

in exploitation, using fear,
urgency and authority to
create a perfect storm of panic
and confusion.

“Scammers pose as law
enforcement officials or govt
agents, using firm tones
and spoofed phone numbers
to extract personal and
financial information from
their victims. As the victim's
anxiety spirals, the scammers
seize the opportunity to
manipulate their actions
to create a false sense of
obligation,” a senior cyber
cell officer explained. At
its core, the scam relies on
psychological manipulation,
preying on the fear and
vulnerability of its victims.
The scam typically begins
with a phone call or message
from a scammer claiming that
the victim has an outstanding
warrant or drugs in his parcel,
and that immediate action
is required to avoid arrest
or further penalties. The
scammer’s tone is often firm
and authoritative, designed
to instil fear and a sense of
urgency in the victim. They
may use spoofing techniques
to disguise their phone

number, making it appear as
if the call is coming from a
legitimate govt agency.

As the victim becomes
increasingly anxious and
fearful, the scammer will
begin to extract personal
and financial information.
They may ask for payment
via prepaid debit card, wire
transfer, or other untraceable
methods. “The scammer’s
goal is to create a sense of
panic and confusion, making
it difficult for the victim to
think clearly or seek outside
help. They may use high-
pressure tactics, threatening
to arrest the victim or seize
their assets if payment is not
made immediately,” said an
investigator. In many cases,
the scammer will also use
psychological manipulation to
control the victim's actions.
They may use phrases like
“you're a good citizen” or
“we’re trying to help you”
to build trust. “As the victim
realises they have been
scammed, they often feel
a mix of emotions: shame,
anger and relief. They may
wonder how they fell victim
to such a blatant scam, but the
truth is that these scammers
are experts at exploiting

human psychology,” said
a Delhi-based senior
psychologist.

The digital arrest
scammers’ use of fake
backgrounds and men in
uniform is a clever tactic that
adds a layer of authenticity
to their deceit. “By using
sophisticated technology to
create a fake police station
background, complete with
the sounds of a bustling police
station, the scammers create
an immersive experience that
convinces the victim that they
are indeed speaking with law
enforcement officials,” said
another investigator. The
presence of men in uniform,
often visible on screen or
heard in the background,
further reinforces the illusion,
making it increasingly difficult
for the victim to question the

Agency: Andhra
Pradesh chief minister N
Chandrababu Naidu said on
Monday that people who
study in their mother tongue
are excelling worldwide.
He mentioned that there
is a common belief that
knowledge comes only
through English, but he
disagrees. Addressing the
Assembly in Amravati,
Naidu said, “Language is
only for communication.
Knowledge will not come
with language. Only people
who study in their mother
tongue are excelling across
the world. It is easy to
learn (through the mother
tongue ).” He also said, “I
am telling this very clearly
to you... language is not for
hating. Here (in Andhra
Pradesh) the mother
tongue is Telugu. Hindi is
the national language and
international language is
English.”

Naidu said people should
learn multiple languages for
work while keeping their

mother tongue. He added
that learning Hindi would
help in communication in
Delhi. Referring to people
traveling to countries like
Japan and Germany, he said
learning those languages

in India would make it
easier for them when they
go abroad. His comments
follow a recent statement by
Andhra Pradesh deputy CM
and Janasena chief Pawan
Kalyan backing the three-
language policy proposed in
the NEP, amid the ongoing
debate between the Union
government and Tamil Nadu
state government over the
policy.

Kalyan's statement came
in response to Tamil Nadu
chief minister MK Stalin,
who has accused the Union
government of imposing
Hindi and has refused
to implement the three-
language formula under
NEP.

The debate over the
National Education Policy
(NEP) revolves around its
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three-language formula,
which Tamil Nadu fears
may result in the imposition
of Hindi in the state.
Tamil Nadu chief minister
MK Stalin has expressed
concerns that the policy
gives more importance
to Hindi over regional
languages, affecting the
state’s linguistic identity and
autonomy.

The central government,
however, argues that
the NEP promotes
multilingualism and
provides flexibility in
language education.
Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has

Trump to speak to Putin as Russia demands
‘ironclad’ guarantees for Ukraine deal

Agency: US President
Donald Trump said that
he planned to speak with
his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday
to further discussions on
ending the war in Ukraine.
It came hours after the
Kremlin, on Monday,
sought “ironclad” guarantees
that NATO nations would
exclude Kyiv from its
membership and that
Ukraine would remain
neutral. “We want to see
if we can bring that war
to an end. Maybe we can,
maybe we can’t, but I
think we have a very good
chance I'll be speaking to
President Putin on Tuesday.
A lot of work’s been done
over the weekend,” the US
President told reporters. The
US has proposed a 30-day
ceasefire between Russia
and Ukraine, and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has agreed to it.
Moscow has also agreed
to the deal “in principle,”
but Russian President
Vladimir Putin said that
certain conditions must be

addressed before signing
any agreement to end the
three-year war. Stressing
that any lasting peace
treaty must meet Moscow's
demands, Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Alexander
Grushko said, “We will
demand that ironclad
security guarantees become
part of this agreement”.
Reaffirming Russia’s
strong opposition to NATO
forces in Ukraine, Grushko
stated, “Part of these
guarantees should be the
neutral status of Ukraine,
the refusal of NATO
countries to accept it into
the alliance”. He added, “It
does not matter under what
label NATO contingents
were to be deployed on
Ukrainian territory: be
it the European Union,
NATO, or in a national
capacity”. Responding to
the US peace proposals last
week, Russian President
Vladimir Putin stated that
Moscow “supports the
idea of ending this conflict
through peaceful means”
but emphasised the need

to address fundamental
issues for lasting peace.
“The idea itself is correct,
and we certainly support

it. But there are issues that
we need to discuss. And

I think we need to talk to
our American colleagues

as well,” Putin said in
Moscow. On March 14, US
President Donald Trump
stated that Washington had
a productive discussion
with Putin and expressed
optimism that there was a
“very good chance” the war
between Russia and Ukraine
could end soon.

“We had very good and
productive discussions with
President Vladimir Putin
of Russia yesterday, and
there is a very good chance
that this horrible, bloody
war can finally come to an
end,” Trump said, referring
to the talks held by US
envoy Steve Witkoff. Putin
had sent Trump a message
about his ceasefire plan
via Witkoff, expressing
“cautious optimism” that
a deal could be reached to
end the conflict.

denied that Hindi is being
imposed, saying that states
have the freedom to choose
their languages under

the policy. The dispute
escalated after the Centre
withheld Rs 2,152 crore
meant for Tamil Nadu's
Samagra Shiksha scheme,
citing the state’s refusal to
implement the NEP. Tamil
Nadu has traditionally
opposed the three-language
formula, seeing it as a
move toward enforcing
Hindi, while the central
government maintains that
the policy helps students
find job opportunities across
different regions.

scammer’s legitimacy. This
carefully crafted illusion of
authority and urgency enables
the scammers to manipulate
the victim's fears and

extract sensitive information,
ultimately leading to financial
exploitation. To avoid falling
into this trap, it's crucial to
remain vigilant and skeptical,
verifying the identity of
unsolicited callers and

never providing personnel
information like bank balance
details, investigators advise.
Ignoring such calls which
talk about drugs in courier is
the best remedy suggested by
cops. “Tell your friends and
family that there is nothing
such as digital arrest. Just pass
on the word as awareness is
key in curbing such social
engineered crimes,” a senior
cop added.
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India tells US to crackdown on anti-India
activities of Khalistani terror outfit SFJ

Agency: Union defence minister
Rajnath Singh, during his meeting with US
intelligence chief Tulsi Gabbard, raised the
issue of Khalistani extremists operating
against Indian interests on American soil.
In the talks that took place on Monday,
the minister highlighted the anti-India
activities of the Khalistani organisation
SFJ (Sikh For Justice ), which is banned
in the country for working against India’s
national security. “India expressed its
concerns and asked the US Admin to
take strong action against the unlawful
organisation,” sources told news agency
ANI. US Director of National Intelligence
(DNI) Tulsi Gabbard held bilateral
discussions with Rajnath Singh, focusing
on boosting defence and security ties
between the two countries. During the
meeting, ways to enhance defence and
security ties were discussed, news agency
PTI reported quoting sources.
to have met the US Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard in New Delhi.
We discussed a wide range of issues which
include defence and information sharing,
aiming to further deepen the India-US
partnership,” Rajnath Singh said after the

meeting.

This comes a day after national security
advisor Ajit Doval met Gabbard, who
is on a two-and-half-day trip to India.
The meeting between Doval and Gabbard
primarily addressed intelligence sharing
and security collaboration, aligning with
the India-US strategic partnership, and was
a “good discussion.” Also read: US spy
chief Tulsi Gabbard says, ‘Turn to Lord
Krishna's teachings in the Bhagavad Gita

during hard times’

Sensex, Nifty rise as market
starts week on positive note

Agency: The S&P BSE
Sensex jumped 341.04 points
to close at 74,169.95, while
the NSE Nifty50 added
111.55 points to end at
22,508.75. Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services said, “The national
market experienced a positive
trading session, driven by
strong performance in the
healthcare and financial
sectors.” “However, lower
participation from domestic
investors due to tariff-related
uncertainties may cause the
market to fluctuate within a
range in the near term,” he
added. Pharma, financials,
and auto sectors saw the
most gains, while real estate
and FMCG stocks lagged.
Broader indices also moved
up, adding around half a
percent each.

“While the strength
in banking and financial
majors continues to
support sentiment, the
underperformance of other
heavyweight sectors is
limiting the upside. We
maintain our view of

IGNOU opens June 2025 term-
end examination portal for ODL
and online programmes

Agency: The Indira
Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU ) has
announced the opening
of the exam submission
portal for its June 2025
Term-End Examinations
(TEE). This online portal
is specifically for students
enrolled in Open and
Distance Learning (ODL )
and online programmes.
The exams are scheduled
to begin on June 2, 2025,
and eligible students are
advised to submit their
examination forms at the
earliest to ensure smooth
participation. The submission
process has already begun,
and students can submit their
forms through the Samarth
platform on the official
IGNOU examination portal.
The last date for submitting
the exam form without a
late fee is April 20, 2025.
For those who miss this
deadline, a late submission
period will run from April
21 to April 27, 2025, with
an additional late fee of Rs.
1,100. IGNOU has set strict
deadlines for the submission
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of examination forms for the
June 2025 TEE. Students
can submit their forms
between March 15, 2025,
and April 20, 2025, without
any late fee. However,
those who miss this initial
window will have to pay an
additional fee of Rs. 1,100.
The late submission period
will end on April 27, 2025.
IGNOU has clarified that
these deadlines will not be
extended, urging students

to fill their forms well in
advance. When filling out
the exam form, students
must choose between the
Pen and Paper Mode or
Computer-Based Test
(CBT) Mode, as well as
select their preferred exam
centre. Importantly, once
the exam form is submitted,
requests for changes to the
selected exam centre or
course options will not be
entertained. Students enrolled
in practical or lab-based
courses, including those in
the BLIS programme, must
contact their respective
Regional Centres for specific
exam venues and schedules.

focusing on stock selection
based on relative strength
amid consolidation and
waiting for further clarity,”
said Ajit Mishra SVP,
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd. Among the top gainers,
Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
(DRREDDY ) led the
charge with a robust gain
of 3.93%, closely followed
by SBI Life Insurance
which surged 3.89%. Bajaj
Finserv demonstrated strong
momentum, rising 3.74%,
while retail major Trent
climbed 2.54%, and Axis
Bank added 2.36% to round
out the top performers. On
the losing side, Wipro was
the biggest decliner, falling
1.53%, followed by Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
Limited which dropped
1.13%. Hero MotoCorp
slipped 1.11%, while ITC
declined 1.03%, and Nestle
India decreased by 0.96%.
“A decisive momentum will
depend on signs of earnings
growth, while improving
domestic economic indicators
suggest a potential recovery.
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Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) is a
organisation that advocates for a separate
Sikh state called “Khalistan,” independent
from India. Founded in 2007 by
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, SFJ primarily
engages in legal activism, lobbying, and
organising referendums to promote its
separatist agenda. The Indian government
banned the organization in 2019 under

the Unlawful Activities ( Prevention )

Act (UAPA ), labelling it as a separatist
group promoting terrorism and secessionist
activities. The SFJ is involved in activities
to revive the Khalistan movement, which
sought an independent Sikh state in the
1980s and led to violent insurgency in
Punjab. The SFJ is also backed by foreign
entities, including Pakistan’s intelligence
agency (ISI), to destabilise the country
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by exploiting Sikh grievances. India has

taken diplomatic and legal measures to
curb SFI’s activities. It has urged countries
like the US, Canada, and the UK to

take action against the group even in the
past, especially its leader and designated
terrorist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, who
faces multiple cases in India. The Indian
government has also blocked SFJ’s
websites, seized assets of key members,
and taken strict action against individuals

involved in its anti-India campaigns.

Amritsar temple blast suspect

Agency: A suspect in the
recent grenade attack on the
Thakurdwara temple here
was killed in an encounter
with police at Airport Road
on Monday. He has been
identified as Gursidak
Singh. Acting on a tip-off,
the police set up barricades
to intercept the suspects.
However, the accused
opened fire and the police
retaliated, leading to the
death of Gursidak. Police
Commissioner Gurpreet
Singh Bhullar said, “We
received specific intelligence
early this morning that
the accused were spotted
in the Rajasansi area.
Special police teams,
including those from CIA
and Chheharta police,
were deployed to nab

killed in police encounter
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them. When the Chheharta
SHO tried to intercept the
suspects, they abandoned
their motorcycle and fired
at the police.” During the
exchange of fire, Head
Constable Gurpreet Singh
was hit in the arm, while
a bullet grazed Inspector
Amolak Singh’s turban.
Another bullet struck a
police vehicle. In self-
defence, Inspector Vinod
Kumar fired back, injuring
Gursidak. Meanwhile, the
other suspect escaped.
Both the injured cop and
Gursidak were rushed to
the civil hospital, where
Gursidak succumbed to
his injuries. The police are
investigating the possible
connection of the attackers
with Pakistan and the ISI.

CM Nayab Sain1 presents Haryana
Budget, announces new dept

Agency: Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini proposed
Rs 2.05 lakh crore state
budget for 2025-26 fiscal,
13.70 per cent up from
revised estimates of 2024~
25, during the ongoing
session of the Haryana
Assembly on Monday. In
his maiden budget address,
the CM revealed that the
government had received
11,000 suggestions regarding
budget expectations. He said
out of the 217 manifesto
promises, 19 have already
been fulfilled. He also
announced the establishment
of a new Department of
Future, which will focus on
exploring future technologies
and their potential benefits
and utilisation. Additionally,
a new authority will be
set up to tackle the spread
of drugs in the state, he
added. The Substance
Abuse Narcotics Knowledge
Awareness and Liberation
Program (SANKALP)
Authority was proposed
with an initial allocation of
Rs 10 crore. CM Saini also
proposed to set up Haryana

Artificial Intelligence
mission with World Bank
assistance of Rs 474 crore.
Under this mission, Al hubs
will be set up in Gurugram
and Panchkula. The CM
highlighted education and
health as two crucial sectors
for the state’s development.
In response to public
demand, he announced the
establishment of model
Sanskriti schools every

10 kilometers. He also
proposed the launch of the
Kalpana Chawla scholarship
to support students. The
CM also announced the
establishment of a flower
mandi in Gurugram and

an air cargo facility for
horticulture produce at
Hisar airport. New cow
sanctuaries will be set up in
every district of the state, he
added. He said in 2014-15,
Haryana's Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) was Rs
4,37,145 crore, while the
projected GDP for 2024-
25 is Rs 12,13,951 crore.
Similarly, Haryana's Per
Capita Income in 2014-15
was Rs 1,47,382, and it

is estimated to reach Rs
3,53,182 crore in 2024-25.
The state’s GDP has grown
at an average annual rate of
10.8%, while the Per Capita
Income has increased at

an average annual rate of
9.1%. In 2014-15, Haryana's
revenue deficit was 1.90%
of the state’s GDP. By
2024-25, the revenue deficit
is projected to reduce to
1.47% of GDP. Additionally,
as a percentage of the total
budget, the revenue deficit
is expected to decrease
from 13.4% in 2014-15 to
9.9% in 2024-25. “Clearly,
from both perspectives, our
revenue deficit has been
significantly reduced over
the past 10 years,” said the
CM. In 2014-15, Haryana's
fiscal deficit was 2.88%

of the state’s GDP. By
2024-25, the fiscal deficit
is expected to decrease

to 2.68% of GDP. As per
the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management
(FRBM ) Act, no state
government's fiscal deficit
should exceed 3% of the
GDP in any given year.



