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NET, 33 Qualify, 2 Secure JRF

Motihari: In yet another

remarkable academic
feat, 33 students from
Mahatma Gandhi Central
University (MGCU)
have successfully cleared
the UGC NET December
2024  examination. This
outstanding performance
reinforces MGCU's

reputation as an emerging
center of academic and
research excellence. Among
these achievers, Manavi
Bhargava (Department
of Commerce) and Richa
Kumari  (Department  of
English) have secured the
prestigious Junior Research
Fellowship (JRF), marking
a significant milestone in
their academic journeys.
The Department of English
has emerged as the top
performer in the UGC NET
December 2024 results at
Mahatma Gandhi Central
University (MGCU), with
an impressive 11 students
qualifying for the prestigious
examination. This
remarkable achievement

highlights the department’s
strong academic foundation
and commitment to fostering
excellence in literature
and research. Following
closely, the Department
of political science has
secured 6 successful
candidates, = demonstrating
the university’s growing
strength in social sciences
and governance studies. The
Department of Management
Science, known for its focus
on business and economic
research, has also made
a significant mark with 5
students qualifying, further
reinforcing MGCU'’s
multidisciplinary  academic
prowess. In terms of gender
representation, the results
reflect an encouraging trend
towards inclusivity, with
14 female students and 19
male students successfully

clearing the examination.
Additionally, 14 students
have qualified for Assistant
Professorship, ~ while an

impressive 19 students have
secured eligibility for Ph.D.

admissions, underscoring
MGCU’s  emphasis  on
advanced  research  and
higher education.

Hon'ble Vice-
Chancellor's Message

Congratulating
the students on their
phenomenal success,
Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Sanjay Srivastava,
stated: “The exceptional
performance of our students
in UGC NET December
2024  reflects MGCU's
unwavering commitment
to academic excellence and

research. Their dedication
and perseverance, coupled
with the invaluable guidance
provided by our esteemed
faculty, have culminated in
this significant achievement.
Special congratulations to
our JRF awardees, Manavi
and Richa, who have set a
high standard for research
aspirations. MGCU takes
immense pride in nurturing
talent, and this success
serves as an inspiration for
future scholars.”

VYoices of Success: JRF
Awardees Speak

Expressing her joy,
Manavi Bhargava
(Department of
Commerce) shared:
“Clearing NET with JRF
is a dream come true.

I am deeply grateful to
MGCU for its outstanding
academic environment and
the constant support of my
professors. This achievement
has given me the confidence
to pursue higher research
and contribute to the field of
commerce.”

Similarly, Richa
Kumari (Department
of English) expressed:

“Securing JRF is a proud

MK Stalin calls all-party meet amid
delimitation, 3-language row, BJP to boycott

Agency: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin

has called for an all-party
meeting on March 5, inviting
as many as 45 political
parties, to discuss concerns
surrounding the proposed Lok
Sabha delimitation exercise
and the three-language
policy. However, the BJP
has announced its decision
to boycott the meeting, citing
strong objections. BJP leaders
stated that their decision came
after thorough deliberation.
“We have sent a detailed
letter to the Chief Minister
explaining our reasons for not
participating in the meeting.
The letter from Stalin raised
multiple questions regarding
delimitation and the three-
language policy, and we
have provided our responses

while also posing counter-
questions,” a BJP leader said.
Questioning the premise of
the Chief Minister's concerns,
the BJP asked, “On what
basis are you claiming that
Tamil Nadu's parliamentary
seats will be reduced ? Who
provided this information ?
If the source is disclosed, we
are open to reconsidering our
stance”.

Meanwhile, the Tamil
Nadu BJP has announced
a statewide signature
campaign advocating  for
the implementation of a
third language in the state’s
educational curriculum.
Scheduled to commence on
March 5, the campaign will
collect both electronic and
physical signatures in support
of the initiative. Tamil Nadu

BJP chief Annamalai also
said that final report of the
campaign will be submitted
to the President. Notably,
the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIDMK ), the principal
opposition in Tamil Nadu,
will attend the all-political
party meeting convened
by the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK )
government. AIADMK
general secretary Edappadi
K Palaniswami has said that
two  representatives  from
the party would take part in
the meeting in Chennai and
would explain in detail the
party’s stand. BIP’s ally,
the Pattali Makkal Katchi
(PMK ), too, has announced
to take part in the crucial
meeting. A majority of

political parties in Tamil Nadu
are apprehensive that the
parliamentary  constituency
delimitation exercise would
reduce the seats in the state.
Most political parties in
Tamil Nadu believe that the
parliamentary  constituency
delimitation process could
lead to a reduction in the
state’s representation  in
the Lok Sabha. Stalin, who
celebrated his 72nd birthday
today, has alleged that
the proposed delimitation
exercise could lead to a
reduction in the state’s
Lok Sabha representation.
According to him, the
number of seats would drop
from the current 39 to 31,
resulting in a loss of eight
parliamentary constituencies
from the southern state.

3-month deadline to make Punjab drug-free:
190 |003IIOIIS raided in statewide crackdown

Agency:A
after holding a hlgh-
level meeting with the
government, the Punjab

Police have launched a
statewide operation against
drugs, conducting raids
at 750 locations as the
cabinet sub-committee on
the drug menace held its
first meeting on Saturday.
Punjab  Chief  Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Friday
set a deadline of three
months to make the state
drug-free. Around 12,000
police  personnel  were
involved in the operation
being carried out as part
of an anti-drug campaign.

As part of the state
government’s renewed
push against the drug

problem, action is being

taken against drug peddlers
and in some places,
their  properties  were

also demolished. Cabinet
Minister Aman Arora on
Saturday appealed to all
political parties that instead
of playing politics, they
should extend their support
to the state government’s
anti-drug campaign to save
Punjab. The meeting of
the cabinet sub-committee
was also attended by Chief

Secretary KAP  Sinha
and Director General of
Police  Gaurav  Yadav.
Addressing the media

after the meeting, Finance
Minister  Harpal  Singh

Cheema, who is heading
the cabinet sub-committee,
said the first meeting of
the “Yudh Nashia Virudh”
campaign held to
ensure strict action against
drug peddlers and drug
smugglers. “The Aam
Aadmi Party has launched
a big attack against drugs.
(CM Bhagwant ) Mann has
issued strict instructions.
As per directions of AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal’s directions, we
will take strict action.
Soon, not even a single
drug peddler will be found
in Punjab,” he claimed.
Members of the cabinet

was

sub-committee have been
assigned different districts
to monitor the police action
against the drug menace,
he said. Cheema said
he will wvisit Pathankot,
Gurdaspur, Nawanshahr,
Hoshiarpur, Rupnagar
and Tarn Taran districts
while Arora will look
after Ludhiana, Patiala,
Kapurthala, Mohali,
Amritsar and Jalandhar.
Minister Taranpreet Singh
Sond will visit Sangrur,
Barnala, Bathinda,
Fatehgarh Sahib, Moga and
Malerkotla and Laljit Singh
Bhullar will see Faridkot,
Mukstar, Fazilka, Mansa
and Ferozepur. Health
Minister Balbir Singh will
supervise the drug de-
addiction and rehabilitation

in the state.

programme
Speaking to  reporters,
Arora lashed out at the
previous governments
for the drug menace. “A
360-degree action is visible
on the ground," said Arora,
referring to the ongoing
police action against drug
peddlers at many places in
the state. “Those who are
drug addicts, the health
department will not treat
them as criminals. They
will be treated as patients
and they will be treated in
hospitals,” Arora said. He
said that it was not 100 per
cent possible to stop ‘the
rivers of drugs”, started by
the previous governments,
without the support of
the 3 crore people of
Punjab. Arora said it was
his promise to all political

parties, religious bodies and
social organisations that
the Punjab government,
Kejriwal and Mann will
uproot the “cancer of drugs
from the state”. “T want
to urge them that it is not
an issue of a party or a
government but it is about
saving Punjab, the youth
and future generations... I
want to urge all political
parties that they should
give their support over this
(anti-drug campaign ) issue
instead of playing politics
so that we save our next
generation” said  Arora.
The state government has
formed a committee, led by
Finance Minister Cheema,
to oversee the actions
of the police and health
departments in tackling the
drug problem.

moment for me and my
family. The Department of
English at MGCU has played
a crucial role in shaping my
academic journey. I extend
my heartfelt thanks to my
mentors and peers who have
been an integral part of my
success.” The Deans, Heads
of Departments, and faculty
members have extended
heartfelt congratulations to
the students, recognising their
hard work and commitment.
This achievement brings
immense pride to MGCU
and solidifies its reputation
as an institution dedicated
to fostering intellectual
excellence and research-
oriented learning.
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The moment Trump-Zelenskyy meet
descended into chaos, JD Vance lit the fuse

Agency: Plates of spring
green salad and rosemary
roasted chicken went
untouched and a joint press
conference scrapped
as the meeting between US
President Donald Trump
and Volodymyr Zelenskyy
descended into chaos on
Friday, leading to the
Ukrainian leader being asked
to leave the White House.
The meeting started on a
good note, with handshakes
and smiles between the
two leaders.  However,
all hell broke loose when
Vice President JD Vance
interjected to answer a
question  about Trump’s
support for Russia. The initial
30 minutes of the meeting saw
cordial talks and formalities,
with Trump tom-toming on
how the Russia-Ukraine war

was

would never have happened
if he had been the president.
The mood began to turn
when Trump began to shift
the blame for the war to
Ukraine, when it was Russia
that had invaded the country
in 2022. However, the dam
broke when Vance, who has
mostly been silent in White
House meetings between
Trump and other world

leaders, interjected when a
reporter asked Trump if he
was “aligned” with Russia’s
Putin.

“For four years in the
US, we had a president
who stood up at press
conferences and  talked
tough about Vladimir Putin,
and Putin invaded Ukraine
and destroyed a significant
chunk of the country. The
path to peace and the path to
prosperity is maybe engaging
in diplomacy,” Vance said.
It was here that the meeting
appeared to unravel. As Vance
suggested that diplomacy was
the way forward to ending
the war, a visibly irate
Zelenskyy argued that Putin
was unreliable and pointed to
the ceasefire deal signed in
2015 after Russia annexed
Crimea. “He (Putin)
occupied our parts, big parts
of Ukraine, part of East and
Crimea... nobody stopped
him. He just occupied and
took. He killed people, you
know ?” Zelensky said. At
this point, the tone of the
Ukrainian President started
to get tense as he continued
to give the Vice President a
history lesson.

“But after that he broke

the ceasefire, he killed
our people and he didn't
exchange prisoners. We
signed the exchange of
prisoners, but he didn’t do
it. What kind of diplomacy,
ID, you are speaking about ?
What do you mean?”’
Zelensky further said. Vance
shot back, “I am talking
about the kind of diplomacy
that's going to end the
destruction of your country.”

As tempers started to
flare, Vance raised his voice,
accusing Zelenskyy of being
“disrespectful” to Trump,
who was trying to end the
three-year-old conflict. “I
think it’s disrespectful for
you to come to the Oval
Office and try to litigate this
in front of the American
media. You guys are
going around and forcing
conscripts to the front lines
because you have manpower

problems. You should be
thanking the president,”
Vance said.

It proved to be the tipping
point as Zelenskyy, folding
his arms, adopted a more
combative tone. “Have you
been to Ukraine ? Did you see
what problems we have?”
Zelensky responded.

Ensure free movement on all Manipur
roads from March 8: Amit Shah’s big order

Agency: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah chaired
a high-level meeting in
New Delhi to review
the security
Manipur  on
During the meeting, he
instructed  the officials
to ensure free movement

situation in
Saturday.

of people on all roads in
Manipur from March 8. He
also ordered strict action
against anyone attempting
to create obstructions. “Free
movement must be ensured
for people on all roads in
Manipur from March 8,
and strict action be taken
against anyone attempting
to create obstructions.

The Union government
remains fully committed to
restoring lasting peace in
Manipur and providing all

necessary assistance in this
regard”, Amit Shah said in
the meeting. To enhance
border security, he stressed
the need to speed up the
fencing work on both sides
of the designated entry
points along  Manipur’s
international border. “Strict
action should continue to
be taken in all cases of
extortion. Fencing work on
both sides of the designated
entry points along Manipur's
international border should
be completed at the earliest,”
the Home Minister said.
He added that the entire
network involved in the drug
trade should be dismantled
to make Manipur drug free.
Amit Shah on Saturday
reviewed the security
situation in Manipur with

2 people fire shots m air

i Ambala court complex

Agency:Two unidentified
persons opened fire in the air
in the Ambala Court complex
here on Saturday, causing
panic in the area. According
to Deputy Superintendent
of Police (Ambala) Rajat
Gulia, the accused came
to the court to attack a
person who had come to
appear before a court in
some case. Police suspected

some old rivalry behind the
incident. Police said the two
miscreants came in an SUV.
After opening the fire, they
fled, said police. No one
was hurt in the incident.
Police recovered three empty
cartridges from the spot.
They are scanning CCTV
footage of the adjoining
areas, adding that efforts
were on to nab them.
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a focus on bringing back
normalcy in the restive state
and surrender of illegal and
looted arms held by different

groups. The meeting was
held at the Ministry of Home
Affairs in New Delhi. Senior
officials, including Manipur
Governor  Ajay  Kumar
Bhalla, officials from the
Manipur government, top
army officers, and senior
officials from paramilitary

forces, were present at the
meeting. This is the first
security review  meeting
chaired by Amit Shah after
the President’s Rule was
imposed in the state. The
President’s rule was imposed
in Manipur on February 13
after N Biren Singh resigned
as the chief minister. The
state assembly, which has a
tenure till 2027, has been put
under suspended animation.

25 trapped as avalanche
hits Uttarakhand

Agency: As many as
32 labourers were rescued

late Friday night after 57
got trapped as a massive
avalanche struck a Border
Roads Organisation (BRO)
camp near Mana, nearly
6 km north of Badrinath
shrine in Uttarakhand, along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with China. The
snowslide, which buried the
BRO camp between Mana
and Badrinath, rolled down
early on Friday morning.
The avalanche was preceded
by two mild snowslides.
Multiple  teams  battled
through tough terrain, heavy
snow and icy temperatures
through the day to reach
the men. Visuals from Mana
showed rescuers trudging
through high piles of snow
in a grim landscape bathed in
white. They initially pulled
out 10 workers and then the
others, sources said. Four of
those rescued are reported to
be in a critical condition, the
Army said. Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Singh Dhami, in a
post on X on Friday evening,
confirmed that 32 labourers
had been rescued and that
efforts were underway on
a “war footing” to save the
remaining 25. Brig Mandeep
Singh, = Commander  of
the Joshimath-based Ibex
Brigade of the Army,
reported that the road
between  Joshimath  and
Mana had been blocked
due to the avalanche. “A
200-member Army team

has been deployed for rescue

operation. Despite  harsh
weather  conditions  and
continuous  snowfall, the

rescue is underway. Efforts
are also on to clear the road
to extricate the injured and

deploy additional rescue
teams,” he said.
Brigadier Singh added

that Army doctors at the
site had performed critical

life-saving  surgeries on
the severely injured.
Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh spoke to Dhami and
assured that local Army
units were providing all
possible assistance to those
affected. Home Minister
Amit Shah spoke to CM
Dhami and assured that the
government's priority was
to safely evacuate those
trapped. “Two teams of the
NDRF are also reaching
the spot soon,” he said.
Villagers in Mana said the
site of the accident was
considered  vulnerable to
avalanches in winter and
the BRO camp was usually
closed. “This time the camp
was not closed due to lack
of snowfall due to which
they became victims of the
avalanche,” Mana village
headman Pitambar Singh
said. Disaster Management
and Rehabilitation Secretary
Vinod Kumar Suman said
the situation was critical
with the containers buried
under six to seven feet of
snow. The bad weather
continued



