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Chahal complied with divorce consent
terms; High Court on Rs 4.75 crore alimony

Agency: The Bombay
High Court directed the
Bandra Magistrate Court to
decide the divorce case of
Yuzvendra Chahal and his
estranged wife Dhanashree
Verma by Thursday, March
20. A bench of Justice
Madhav Jamdar orderd the
family court to speed up
the process, considering
the Indian cricketer’s
commitments with the Indian
Premier League. Yuzvendra
Chahal will play for Punjab
Kings in IPL 2025, starting
March 22. The Punjab Kings
will play their opening
game in Hyderabad against
Gujarat Titans on Tuesday,
March 25. Chahal has been
training with the Kings in
Chandigarh, having joined
their pre-season camp as
carly as the second week of
March. The Indian cricketer
was seen cheering for the
senior national men’s team
during the Champions
Trophy final. He was seen
sitting alongside RJ Mahvash
at the stands in the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium
on March 9. Chahal and
Dhanashree had filed a

divorce petition before the
family court on February 5,
seeking divorce by mutual
consent. However, the family
court had refused to waive
the six-month cooling-off
period on February 20.
Chahal and Dhanashree
have been living apart since
June 2022, 18 months after
their marriage. The court
cited partial compliance with
the consent terms, which
required Chahal to pay Rs
4.75 crore to Dhanashree. He
had paid Rs 2.37 crore, the
court noted. Additionally,
the family court referenced
a report from the marriage
counsellor, which indicated
that mediation efforts had
only been partially complied
with. Chahal and Dhanashree
subsequently filed a joint
plea in the High Court,
challenging the family
court’s decision in Mumbai.
Under Section 13B of the
Hindu Marriage Act, a six-
month cooling-off period is
mandatory before granting a
divorce decree. This period
is intended to allow the
parties time to explore the
possibility of reconciliation.

However, it can be waived
in cases where there is no
likelihood of settlement.
Justice Jamdar waived

the cooling-off period,
considering that Chahal

and Verma had been living
separately for over two and
a half years and that the
consent terms agreed upon
during mediationparticularly
concerning the payment of
alimonyhad been complied
with. During the hearing,
Justice Jamdar observed that
“this was a rare case where
there were no respondents,”
as both Chahal and Verma
had jointly filed the petition.
The High Court further
noted that the consent terms
had been adhered to, as they
stipulated that the second

Nagpur riots mastermind Fahim Khan arrested,
caught on camera spreadlng Tumours

Agency: Nagpur Police
on Wednesday arrested
Fahim Shamim Khan,

a local leader of the
Minorities Democratic Party
(MDP), identified as the
alleged mastermind behind
the communal violence that
erupted in the city on March
17, leaving several people
injured. Khan's arrest came
just hours after his name
was officially included

in an FIR registered at
Ganeshpeth Police Station.
Earlier in the day, police
released his photograph

and a video surfaced
showing Khan allegedly
delivering an inflammatory
speech moments before

the violence broke out.

The 38-year-old leader,
who is the city president

of the MDP and a resident
of Sanjay Bagh Colony in
Yashodhara Nagar, has been
remanded to police custody
until March 21. According
to senior police officials,
preliminary investigations
and the video evidence
suggest Khan's provocative
speech directly contributed
to the escalation of tensions,

triggering clashes between
communities in the area.
Fahim Khan contested

the 2024 Lok Sabha
election from the Nagpur
constituency, representing
the Minorities Democratic
Party. Notably, he ran
against senior BJP leader
and Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari, but lost by a huge
margin of over 6.5 lakhs
votes. Violence flared in
Nagpur’s Chitnis Park
area on Monday as clashes
broke out over rumours

of a community’s holy
book being desecrated
during a right-wing protest
demanding the removal

of Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb's tomb in
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar.

The unrest quickly
escalated, with mobs pelting
stones at police, leaving

34 personnel injured. A
complaint was lodged
against the protesters after
the agitation, accusing them
of hurting the religious
sentiments of a community.
Based on the complaint, an
FIR was registered. Notably,
no arrests have been made
so far. Meanwhile, a senior
official said that the law and
order situation in Nagpur is
under control, but a curfew
continues in many sensitive
areas of the city. Another
official told news agency
PTI that more than 2,000
armed police personnel
have been deployed in the
sensitive areas.

instalment of permanent
alimony would only be paid
after the divorce decree was
granted. Speculation about
strain in their relationship
has been rife ever since

the couple stopped sharing
social media posts together.
Earlier this year, Dhanashree
Verma's family rubbished
rumours that claimed the
dancer had demanded Rs
60 crore as alimony. “We
are deeply outraged by

the baseless claims being
circulated about the alimony
figure. Let me be absolutely
clearno such amount has
ever been asked, demanded,
or even offered. There is

no truth to these rumours
whatsoever,” a family
member of Dhanashree said.

Ucl, JvdiR

20 A12025

India calls for sustained humanitarian
aid, hostages release after Gaza hombing

Agency: India on
Wednesday expressed
concern over the situation
in war-torn Gaza, where
massive Israeli strikes
killed over 400 people
and shattered a nearly
two-month truce, and said
it was important that all
hostages are released. In a
statement by the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA),
India called for the supply
of humanitarian assistance
to the people of Gaza to
be sustained. “We are
concerned at the situation
in Gaza. It is important
that all hostages are
released. We also call for
the supply of humanitarian
assistance to the people of
Gaza to be sustained,” the
MEA said in a statement.
On Tuesday, Israeli
airstrikes pounded Gaza
and killed more than 400
people, Palestinian health
authorities said, in what
was the deadliest assault
in the 17-month war with
Hamas since a ceasefire
began in January. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said he ordered
the strikes because Hamas

had rejected proposals to
secure a ceasefire extension.
Hamas, which still holds 59
of the 250 or so hostages
Israel says the group seized
in its October 7, 2023
attack, accused Israel of
jeopardising efforts by
mediators to negotiate a
permanent deal to end the
fighting, but the group made
no threat of retaliation.

The strikes hit houses and
tent encampments from

the north to the south of
the Gaza Strip. Witnesses
said an Israeli plane fired
missiles into Gaza City

late on Tuesday. Following
the strikes, Israel halted

Talks with Centre mconclusive, farmers’
protest to continue over MSP demand

Agency: The third round
of talks between Punjab
farmers and the central
delegation in Chandigarh
remained inconclusive on
Wednesday, with farmer
leaders reiterating their
demand for a legal guarantee
on MSP for all crops.
Farmer leaders Sarwan Singh
Pandher, PR Pandyan, PT
John, Satnam Singh Behru,
and Abhimanyu Kohar
emphasised that farmers
across the country want the
MSP guarantee passed by
the Parliament, and they
won't stop their struggle until
it's achieved. Kohar stated
that central ministers have
studied the report submitted
by farmers regarding the
implementation of the
law and will have inter-
ministerial consultations on
the suggestions. The farmers
also raised concerns about
the US pressuring the Indian
government to remove
duties on agricultural issues,
urging the government not
to succumb to the pressure.
Chouhan assured them that
the government will prioritise

Print, Cinema, Television and digital media
technology are important for research - Prof. Govind ji

MOTIHARI: A ten-
day research technology
workshop was inaugurated
by the Department of
Media Studies of Mahatma
Gandhi Central University in
collaboration with the Indian
Council of Social Research.
Researchers from different
universities and subjects of
the country participated in
the workshop. The chief
patron of the workshop
was Vice Chancellor of
the University Prof. Sanjay
Srivastava. The chief speaker
of the welcome ceremony
was Prof. Govind ji Pandey,
Chairman, Department of
Mass Communication, Baba
Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
University, Lucknow and the
special speaker was Director
of Buddha Campus Prof.
Ranjit Kumar Chaudhary.
The welcome was done
by workshop director and
head of the department Dr.
Anjani Kumar Jha and the
workshop was conducted
by Assistant Director Dr.
Sunil Deepak Ghodke.
Chairman of the Department
of Media Studies Dr. Anjani
Kumar Jha welcomed the
I .

guests and informed all

the participants about the
program of the sessions.
While introducing the topic,
he discussed the importance
of research and its various
dimensions. As the keynote
speaker of the session, Prof.
Govindji Pandey, Head of
the Department of Mass
Communication, Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar
University, Lucknow, in
his keynote address, gave

a detailed lecture on the
types and applications of
qualitative and quantitative
research. He discussed in
detail the types of research,
its importance, area, tools,
techniques, etc. He also
gave a detailed description
of the technological changes
taking place in the field of
print, cinema, television
and digital media and the
method of selection and
use of research techniques
accordingly. Delivering

a speech in the second
session of the workshop
after tea, Prof. Govindji
Pandey interacted with the
workshop participants on
various aspects of the Indian

knowledge tradition and
research, development and
its challenges in the field

of artificial intelligence.

As the keynote speaker of
the second session of the
workshop, Prof. Ranjit
Kumar Chaudhary, Dean of
the School of Computational
Science, Information and
Communication Technology
of the University, gave

his lecture on the topic
‘Research Design and

Methodological Framework'.
He made the researchers
aware of the technical
aspects of research structure,
technique, research ethics
and plagiarism. He also
spoke in detail on the role
and importance of libraries
and journals in the field of
research. After his speech,
in the closing session of

the workshop, Assistant
Professor of Media Studies
Department, Dr. Sunil

farmers’ interests. Pandher
noted that discussions
focused solely on providing
a legal guarantee for MSP
on all crops. The government
expressed concerns about
implementing this guarantee,
seeking further deliberations.
Meanwhile, Kaka Singh
Kotra reported an increase
in police force presence
since the previous evening,
prompting farmers to
reach the borders at
Khanauri and Shambhu.
The government was
forced to withdraw the
additional police force.
The protests are set to
continue, with Pandher
urging farmers to join
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inaugurated 6y Department of Media Studies

Deepak Ghodke thanked
all the invited speakers and
researchers and wished them

all the best for the upcoming
sessions of the workshop.
Assistant Professor of the
department, Dr. Paramatma
Kumar Mishra, Dr. Saket
Raman, and Dr. Uma Yadav,
Dr. Mayank Bhardwaj and
Dr. Ayush Anand along with
researchers and students of
the Media Department were
present in the workshop.

the protest sites in large
numbers. Farmer leader
Jagjit Singh Dallewal, who
has been on a fast-unto-
death since November 26
at the Khanauri border to
press the Centre, arrived in
ambulance for the meeting.
He will first go to the
Shambhu border and then
Khanauri to protest. Farmer
leader Manjit Rai alleged
that tractors were called

to the borders by the state
government to remove the
protestors. Punjab ministers
Gurmeet Singh Khudian
and Lal Chand Kataruchak
deflected on the issue and
said the force would be
scaled down.

aid deliveries into Gaza

for more than two weeks,
exacerbating a humanitarian
crisis. Egypt and Qatar,
mediators in the ceasefire
deal along with the US,
condemned the Israeli
assault, while the European
Union said that it deplored
the breakdown of the
ceasefire. Negotiating teams
from Israel and Hamas had
been in Doha as mediators
sought to bridge the gap
between the two sides after
the end of an initial phase
in the ceasefire, which

saw 33 Israeli hostages

and five Thais released in
exchange for some 2,000

Palestinian prisoners. Israel
had been pressing for the
return of the remaining
hostages in exchange for

a truce until after the
Muslim fasting month of
Ramzan and the Jewish
Passover holiday in April.
The war erupted in Gaza
after Hamas-led terrorists
attacked Israel, killing some
1,200 people, according to
Israeli tallies. The Jewish
nation then triggered the
war by launching a brutal
campaign on the Palestinian
group, killing more than
48,000 people, according
to Palestinian health
authorities.

Internet suspended, heavy
nolice force on standhy
near snamhllu lllll'llel'

Agency:The Internet
service has been suspended
in many areas around
the Shambhu border and
heavy police force has been
deployed seen in nearby
villages. A senior police
official confirmed that
they had been briefed to
stay put at Shambhu. He
said ambulances and even
riot-control vehicles had
also been stationed in the
area. A police officer said
further directions were
awaited. “We were asked
to report at specific points
and we are waiting for
further directions. Even
we are not clear if we
have been positioned to
disperse protesters,” said the

SP-level officer. Tractors
with towing hooks have
been stationed near the
police post at Shambhu.
Meanwhile, farmers,
who were not part of the
delegation that visited
Chandigarh for a dialogue
with the Centre, are
gathering in the area.
Additional forces have
also been asked to remain
vigilant near Banur, 15 km
from Shambhu. Vehicles are
being stopped by the police
near Banaur and commuters
are being asked where they
are heading. On the other
hand, the situation is calm
at Khanauri border. Routine
announcements are being
made at Khanauri.

BIP taunts Congress after Shashi Tharoor's
U-turn on India’s Russia-Ukraine stance

Agency: Shashi
Tharoor’s recent praise for
the Modi government for
its stance on the Russia-
Ukraine war gave new
ammunition to the Bharatiya
Janata Party on Wednesday
which taunted Congress
on Wednesday saying the
Prime Minister “needs new
haters” as “old ones are
turning into his fans”. BIP’s
Sambit Patra also took a
jibe at Congress and said
that Mallikarjun Kharge and
Rahul Gandhi should come
forward and appreciate
Tharoor’s stand on India’s
position on the Ukraine-
Russia conflict.

“Shashi Tharoor
understands diplomacy,
he had been in the UN for
a very long time. He has
appreciated PM Modi's
stand in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. Other leaders
of Congress should also
learn from Shashi Tharoor
instead of Speaking against
PM Modi and the nation
every time... Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi
should come forward and
appreciate Shashi Tharoor’s
stand,” Patra said. During
a panel discussion on

I .

Tuesday at the Raisina
Dialogue, Shashi Tharoor
acknowledged having to
“wipe egg off his face” after
initially criticising India’s
diplomatic stance on the
Russia-Ukraine war. He
conceded that the country’s
approach ultimately
positioned it uniquely as

a friend to both warring
nations. “I am still wiping
the egg off my face because
I was one person in the
parliamentary debate who
actually criticised the Indian
position at the time back in
February 2022,” Tharoor
admitted. Explaining his
earlier stance, he said, “On
the well-worn grounds that
Espen [Norway's Foreign
Minister] will understand,
since he and I discussed this
during my UN days—there
was a violation of the UN
Charter, the sovereignty

of a member state, namely
Ukraine, and we had always
stood for the principle of
the inviolability of borders
and the inadmissibility of
the use of force to settle
international disputes.

All of those principles

had been violated by one
party, and we should have

condemned it.” Reflecting
on the outcome, he added,
“Well, three years later,

it does look like I am the
one with egg on my face
because, clearly, India's
policy has ensured that
our Prime Minister can
hug both the President of
Ukraine and the President
of Moscow just two weeks
apart and still be accepted
in both places. As a result,
India is now in a position
to contribute to a lasting
peace in ways that very
few countries can.” BJP
leader Ravi Shankar Prasad
also welcomed Tharoor’s
remark adding that the
decisions made by the
Modi government are in the
favour of the nation.

“He thinks that the
statements he made
regarding the Russia-
Ukraine war in the past
were not right. The policies
of the Indian government
were right... Better late than
never... The decisions made
by the Modi government are
in the favour of the nation...
The way Shashi Tharoor
has admitted, other leaders
of Congress should do the
Prasad told ANI.
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