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Karnataka plans to introduce sex education
classes 14 years after rejecting it

Agency: Sex education
has long been a contentious
topic in Karnataka's
schools. In 2011, the
state government outright
rejected a proposal to
introduce it as part of an
anti-AIDS programme,
despite recommendations
from Unicef and child rights
groups. At the time, officials
argued that such education
would be inappropriate for
students. Now, after years
of debate, Karnataka is
taking a new approach. The
government has announced
plans to introduce sex
education for students in
Classes 8 to 12, alongside
moral education for younger
children. Under the new
plan, students will attend
sex education classes twice
a week, led by local doctors.
These sessions aim to help
teenagers understand their
physical, emotional, and
hormonal changes, along
with topics like reproductive
health, hygiene, and
responsible decision-making.
Additionally, students from
Classes 1 to 10 will undergo
health check-ups twice a
year. Doctors and nurses
from Primary Health Centres
will provide guidance on
hygiene, disease prevention,
and the risks of substance
abuse. Schools will also

set up counselling services,
ensuring students—
especially those struggling
with behavioural issues-
receive proper support. The
government is also tackling
digital addiction and online
safety by introducing cyber
hygiene lessons. While
there's no clear timeline

for implementation, these
classes will teach students
how to navigate the internet
safely, avoid cyber threats,
and maintain healthy screen
habits. Beyond health and
digital safety, the initiative
includes legal awareness.
Police personnel will visit
schools to educate students
about the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act,
ensuring they understand
their rights and can identify
unsafe situations. For
younger students, moral
education will be made
compulsory up to Class 10.
These lessons, held twice a
week, will focus on values
like honesty, patience, and
respect, reinforcing the idea
that character development
is just as important as
academics.Sex education
has remained a controversial
topic in India for years and
major moves to introduce

it have been shot down. In
2007, the National Council

of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT )
introduced the Adolescence
Education Programme
(AEP), aiming to educate
students about puberty,
sexual health, and HIV/
AIDS prevention and
related topics. However,
the initiative faced a major
backlash from parents

and conservative groups,
and politicians.Following
the backlash, multiple
states — including Gujarat,
Mabharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
and Goa — banned sex
education in schools. Due
to this resistance, NCERT
had to withdraw its sex
education module from
schools. The opposition

Devendra Fadnavis says strict MCOCA laws
would be invoked against cow smugglers

Agency: Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis announced
on Thursday that the
Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime
Act (MCOCA ) will be
invoked against those
involved in cow slaughter
and trafficking. MCOCA,
1999, is a special law
enacted to combat
organised crime, mafia
activities, and underworld
operations in Maharashtra.
It is invoked when a
group repeatedly engages
in crimes like extortion,
murder, kidnapping, drug
trafficking, or illegal
businesses for financial
gain. Unlike regular laws,
MCOCA allows stricter
punishments, extended
police custody, and tougher
bail conditions. Speaking in
the Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly, Fadnavis said the
state government is closely
monitoring cow smuggling
cases and will take strict
action against those

repeatedly engaging in the
crime. The issue was raised
in the assembly through a
calling-attention notice by
NCP MLA Sangram Jagtap,
who pointed out the case
of Atiq Qureshi, a repeat
offender in cow trafficking.
Minister of State for Home
(Rural ) Pankaj Bhoyar
informed the House that
Qureshi has 20 cases of
cow smuggling registered
against him in Ahilyanagar
district. He was arrested on
January 20 but released on
bail on March 1. Fadnavis,
who also handles the Home
department, intervened and
assured that police would be
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Agency: A dispute
over drawing tap water
snowballed into a full-
blown gun-battle in a Bihar
village on Thursday, leaving
Union Minister Nityanand
Rai’s nephew dead and
two others - the deceased’s
mother and brother -
seriously injured, police
said. The incident took
place at Jagatpur village in
Naugachia police district
adjoining Bhagalpur, where
brother duo Vishwajit and
Jayjit Yadav picked up a
quarrel over drawing water
from a tap, Naugachia
Superintendent of Police
Prerna Kumar said. “As
the brothers clashed, their
mother tried to intervene.
Vishwajit was shot at and

nephew Killed in gunfight
- J \

died on the spot while

his brother and mother
were taken to a hospital.
Further investigations are
underway,” she said. She
replied in the affirmative
when asked whether the
deceased was a ‘bhanja’
(sister’s son) of Nityanand
Rai, the Union Minister of
State for Home, who hails
from Vaishali district. “We
have received information
(of the relationship)... we
are, however, treating this
case as we do regarding
any incident of this kind.
The officials concerned
have visited the hospital

to record the statement

of the accused. Forensic
experts are at the site of the
incident,” the SP added.
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instructed to press MCOCA
charges against habitual
offenders like Qureshi. In
the Assembly, Fadnavis has
announced his government’s
tough stance on law and
order. The day before, on
Wednesday, Fadnavis had
issued a strong warning
against rioters in Nagpur,
vowing the harshest
punishment for those who
attacked police personnel.
“Those who assaulted police
during the Nagpur arson
will be dug out from their
graves. Attacks on police
are unpardonable, and we
will not spare them,” he had
said in the Assembly.

stemmed from concerns
that the content was
inappropriate for school-
aged children and clashed
with cultural values. This
controversy showed the
tension between modern
educational initiatives

and traditional societal
norms when it comes to
implementing sex education.
In 2009, Jharkhand
introduced ‘Udaan’, a
school-based adolescent
education programme
catering to students from
Classes 6 to 11, focusing
on life skills and health
education. By 2019, this
initiative had reached over
a million students, and

it still continues today.
Despite problems, efforts
continue in various regions

to promote comprehensive
sexuality education,
recognising its importance
for adolescent health and
well-being. Karnataka's
decision to introduce sex
education classes marks

a shift from its earlier
stance, but it remains to
be seen whether resistance
will arise again. In 2011,
UNICEEF criticised the state
for avoiding discussions
on adolescent health,
arguing that withholding
information put young
people at risk. The new
initiative aligns more
closely with global best
practices, but its success
will depend on how well
it is implemented—and
whether old debates
resurface.
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X sues government for using IT Act to

block content, says arbitrary censorship

Agency: X, formerly
Twitter, has filed a petition
in the Karnataka High
Court against the Indian
government, challenging the
way the central government
uses Section 79(3)(b) of
the Information Technology
Act (IT Act) to demand
removal of tweet and other
content on the Elon Musk-
owned website. X claims
that government authorities
in India are bypassing
proper legal procedures
and setting up an illegal
system to block content
online. Based on the IT Act,
platforms like X can lose
their legal protection, which
is known as safe harbour,
if they do not remove or
block content when told
by government authorities.
However, X argues that
this section does not give
the government powers to
block content, and that the
authorities are misusing
the provision to sidestep
Section 69A — a detailed
process and safeguards for
blocking content, as laid out
by India’s Supreme Court
in the 2015 Shreya Singhal
judgment — of the IT Act.
X claims that Section 69A
allows content to be blocked
only for specific reasons,
such as protecting national
security, and requires a
review process. In contrast,
Section 79(3)(b) has

Ukraine strikes Russia’s nuclear
bomber base with drones

Agency: Ukraine carried out a drone
attack on Russia’s Engels strategic bomber
base on Thursday, causing a fire and
explosion about 700 km from the war's
front lines, according to a report by
the news agency Reuters. The Reuters
report said a video showed smoke rising
above damaged buildings. The Engels
base, which has been operational since
the early Soviet era, houses Russia’s
Tupolev Tu-160 nuclear-capable heavy
strategic bombers, known as White Swans.
Roman Busargin, the governor of Saratov,
confirmed a Ukrainian drone attack in the
city of Engels, saying it had set an airfield
on fire. He added that nearby residents
were evacuated but did not specifically
mention the Engels base. However, it is
the main airfield in the area. Engels district
head Maxim Leonov said a local state of
emergency had been declared but did not
give further details. Ukraine has previously
attacked the Engels air base, with incidents
dating back to December 2022. In January,
Ukraine claimed to have hit an oil depot
serving the base, resulting in a fire that
lasted five days. Kyiv has said that Russian
military bases are legitimate targets, and
Ukrainian forces regularly target them
using long-range drones. The Security
Service of Ukraine (SBU) and Ukraine’s

Grabbing girl’s breasts, breaking
pyjama string not rape: High Court

Agency:Allahabad High Court has
recently ruled that grabbing the breasts of
a girl, breaking the string of her pyjama
and trying to drag her does not amount
to charges of rape or an attempt to rape.
Instead, the court asserted that these actions
come under the prima facie offences of
“aggravated sexual assault”. A bench of
Justice Ram Manohar Narayan Mishra
modified an earlier trial court order that
had summoned two accused, Pawan and
Akash, under Section 376 (rape) of the
Indian Penal Code and Section 18 (attempt
to commit an offence ) of the Prevention
of Children from Sexual Offences (Pocso)
Act, according to a LiveLaw report. The
High Court directed that the accused
be tried under Section 354-B (assault
or use of criminal force with intent to
disrobe ) of the IPC along with Sections
9 and 10 (aggravated sexual assault) of
the Pocso Act. The two accused allegedly
grabbed the breasts of a girl, reportedly
aged between 11 and 12 years. One of the
accused, Akash, broke the string of her
pyjama and attempted to drag her under a
culvert. The accused fled the scene when
passersby intervened. Challenging the
allegations, the accused argued before the
High Court that the case did not amount
to an attempt to rape and should, at best,
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fall under the provisions of Sections

354 and 354-B IPC, along with relevant
sections of the Pocso Act. The trial court
had earlier invoked Section 376 IPC and
Section 18 of the Pocso Act, citing the
alleged attempt to commit penetrative
sexual assault on the minor. However, the
High Court, after examining the material
and witness statements, found no evidence
indicating that the accused had gone
beyond preparation and demonstrated
determination to commit rape. “The specific
allegation against Akash is that he tried

to drag the victim beneath the culvert and
broke the string of her pyjama. It is also
not stated by witnesses that due to this act
of the accused, the victim got naked or got
undressed. There is no allegation that the
accused tried to commit penetrative sexual
assault against the victim,” LiveLaw quoted
the High Court as saying.

Main Intelligence Directorate (HUR) often
claim responsibility for such attacks. The
Engels-2 airfield, a base for Tu-95 and
Tu-160 nuclear-capable bombers, is located
about 500 km east of Ukraine’s border

and 730 km southeast of Moscow. The
Moscow Times reported that the base has
been attacked multiple times since Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

Engels, located more than 465 miles
from Ukraine’s border, is a key strategic
bomber base from where Russian aircraft
have launched long-range missile strikes.
Ukraine has targeted the base several times,
most recently in January. US President
Donald Trump had discussions with Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky earlier this
week. Putin rejected a US proposal for
an unconditional ceasefire in Ukraine but
agreed to a 30-day pause in strikes on
energy infrastructure.

no clear rules and allows

authorities to block content
without proper checks. The
company warned that this
could lead to widespread
censorship in India.

X says that these actions
are hurting its business
in India. The company
says it depends on users
being able to share lawful
information, and fears that
random blocking orders will
damage its platform and
user trust. X is also opposing
the government’s push for
it to join Sahyog, a portal
run by the Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre
(T4C), designed to manage
Section 79(3)(b) orders.
X has described Sahyog as
a “Censorship Portal” and
says there is no legal basis
for creating this system
or for forcing companies
to appoint special officers
for it. X apparently argued
that it has already followed
the existing rules under
the 2021 IT Guidelines,

which require platforms

to appoint grievance and
compliance officers. At a
hearing on March 17, Justice
M Nagaprasanna asked X
to return to court if the
government takes any serious
action against the company.
For now, the government
has said no punitive steps
have been taken against

X for refusing to join the
Sahyog portal.In its petition,
X has also accused the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) of encouraging
ministries, states, and police
to create a parallel system to
block content. As proof, X
shared examples of blocking
orders from the Railways
ministry, sent in February
2024. Interestingly the
move from X to fight the
Indian government in court
comes even as other Elon
Musk companies - Tesla
and SpaceX - are seeking
regulatory approvals to start
business in India.

Disha Salian father seeks
prohe on Aaditya Thackeray

Agency: Five years after
the death of Disha Salian,
the former manager of late
actor Sushant Singh Rajput,
her father approached the
Bombay High Court seeking
registration of an FIR against
Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA
Aaditya Thackeray and others.
Thackeray claimed that it was
a bid by the BJP government
to defame him, and he would
present his case in court.
The petition was submitted
before the court by Satish
Salian’s lawyer, who said the
process of filing would be
completed by Thursday. Disha
died on June 8, 2020, after
falling from the 14th floor
of a high-rise in suburban
Malad. Police then registered
an Accidental Death Report
(ADR ) case. Six days later,
actor Sushant Singh Rajput
was found dead in his Bandra
flat. The police initially said
it was a suicide case, and it
was later handed over to the
CBI. In 2020, Satish Salian
told the police that he did
not suspect any foul play

in his daughter’s death and
was “completely satisfied”
with the investigation.
However, in the recent

plea, Disha’s father made
explosive allegations. Her
father claimed that on June
8, Disha organised a party at
her home that was attended
by Aaditya Thackeray,

who was accompanied

by his bodyguards, actors
Sooraj Pancholi and Dino
Morea, among others. Citing
eyewitness accounts, her
father claimed in the plea
that Disha was “gang-raped,
forcibly restrained and
subjected to brutal sexual
assault”. The petition also
pointed out that despite the
claim that Disha died after
falling from a high-rise, there
was not a single fracture in
her body. It also alleged that
there was no blood at the
scene. It further claimed that
the official autopsy report
was “altered under political
pressure to protect the
accused” and Disha’s body
was moved to the scene later.

Salaar re-release: Why Prabhas’s film

deserves to be classic while fans await Part 2

Agency: The world of
Salaar, created by KGF
maker Prashanth Neel, is
gripping and intriguing.
During the promotions,
Prithviraj Sukumaran
compared it with Game
of Thrones. And the film
turned out to be a grand
‘desi’ Game of Thrones
with Prabhas at the centre.
Prashanth Neel employed
his best filmmaking style,
which is world building.
The fictional world of
Khansar and the power
politics between the clans
are what makes Salaar
an indulgent watch. If it
was just power politics,
the film could have been
a mere political thriller.
How Prashanth layered
it up by introducing the
strong friendship between
Prabhas’ Deva and
Prithviraj Sukumaran's
Varada and the power
of promise, added to its
glory as an immersive
cinema. Their friendship
relies on promise. Whether

it’s Deva standing up for
Varada or him staying
away from everything,
it’s all about the promises.
With such solid sub-plots,
Salaar has a lot going

on in it. While Shruti
Haasan's performance
sticks out like a sore
thumb, Prashanth Neel
makes up for it with his
epic interval block and
the climax. Whether it’s
Prabhas standing by the
women of his village,

or protecting the damsel
in distress, Salaar keeps
giving you little messages
in its narrative.

And when you
approach the climax,
Salaar presents you with
one of the most interesting
sequences, which explains
Deva's true identity and
the clan he belongs to.
Salaar: Part 1 - Ceasefire,
when it released in
theatres in 2023, was
mostly showered with
positive reviews. However,
it deserved more love.

Also, with Prabhas’s
slate full for the next few

years, fans are curious
about Salaar: Part 2 -
Shouryanga Parvam.
Prabhas’s upcoming
release is director
Maruthi’s The Raja Saab.
He will begin Kalki 2’s
shoot in December and
Prashanth Neel is busy
with his upcoming project,
Dragon, with Jr NTR.

It means that the wait

for Salaar 2 will have

to continue without any
tentative date. Salaar: Part
1 will be in theatres for

a limited period starting
March 21.



