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Hasan Nawaz scores fastest
T20I century for Pakistan

Sports: Young Pakistan batter Hasan Nawaz etched
his name into the history books on Friday, becoming the
fastest Pakistani to score a century in T20 Internationals.
The 22-year-old right-hander achieved the remarkable
milestone in just 44 balls during the third T20I against New
Zealand at Eden Park, Auckland. Nawaz's blistering knock
saw him smash 10 fours and 7 towering sixes, showcasing
his power-hitting ability in a high-stakes run chase. After
being put into bat by Pakistan skipper Salman Agha, New
Zealand posted a challenging total of 204.

Chasing 205, Pakistan got off to a flying start with
an explosive 74-run opening stand. Wicketkeeper-batter
Mohammad Haris played a fiery knock, scoring 41 off
just 20 balls, laced with 4 fours and 3 sixes, before being
dismissed. Nawaz, however, took control of the chase and
found a solid partner in Agha Salman (51).* The duo
dominated the Kiwi bowling attack, remaining unbeaten to
guide Pakistan to a commanding 9-wicket victory. Nawaz
finished on 105 not out, sealing the win in style.

Disha Salian father lawyer
claims eyewitnesses
against Aaditya Thackeray

The lawyer of Disha Salian’s father claimed there were
eyewitnesses who had seen actors Aditya Pancholi and Dino
Morea and Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA Aaditya Thackeray and
his bodyguards gang-raping the celebrity manager. Advocate
Nilesh Ojha said he had full trust in Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, but not in the Special Investigation Team
probing Disha’s death. The allegations by Disha’s father, who
has approached the Bombay High Court with a fresh petition
seeking a probe into her death, have become the latest flashpoint
between the ruling Mahayuti and the Shiv Sena (UBT ). “More
than ample evidence, there are eyewitnesses who have seen
Aditya Pancholi, Dino Morea, Aaditya Thackeray and his
bodyguards gang-raping the victim,” Ojha said.

Disha, a former manager of the late actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, died on June 8, 2020, after falling from a high-rise
in Mumbai. Police then registered an Accidental Death Report
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AAP makes Manish Sisodia
Punjab affairs in-charge

In a major restructuring
of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), senior AAP
leader Manish Sisodia
was on Friday appointed
the party’s incharge for
Punjab while Satyendra
Jain was given the role of
co-incharge. A meeting
of the party’s Political
Affairs Committee was
held at the house of AAP
convener Arvind Kejriwal
here, where a series of
key decisions were taken.
Former Delhi minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj, who
recently lost the Delhi
Assembly election from
Greater Kailash was
appointed the party’s
convener for Delhi,
replacing Gopal Rai. Rai,
meanwhile, has been made
in-charge of Gujarat.

For Goa and Jammu
and Kashmir, Pankaj

Gupta and Mehraj Malik,
respectively, were given
the key responsibilities.
Announcing the key
decisions, AAP MP
Sandeep Pathak said

a discussion was also
held on the BJP’s poll
promises for Delhi.

“The way the Prime
Minister had claimed
that Rs 2,500 would

be deposited in every
woman's account after the
first cabinet meeting....
This is unfortunate for the
country’s politics...
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Union minister slams Allahabad HC’s ‘erabbing breasts

not rape attempt ' ruling, calls for SC intervention

Agency

Union minister for women
and child  development
Annapurna Devi on Friday
strongly criticised the
Allahabad high court’s recent
ruling, which downgraded
charges in a case involving
the sexual assault of an
11-year-old girl in Uttar
Pradesh’s Kasganj and said
that grabbing breasts and
snapping  pyjama  string
is not an attempt to rape.
The minister called on the
Supreme Court to take
urgent notice of the verdict,
arguing that such a decision
has “no place in a civilised
society,” reported PTL ‘I

am completely against this
decision and the Supreme
Court should take serious
note of it,” Devi was quoted
by the news agency PTIL
She further warned that
such a ruling could send a
dangerous message to society,
potentially undermining
efforts to protect women
and children from sexual
violence. “Somewhere, this
will have a negative impact
on society and we will
discuss this matter further,”
she added. The case involves
two men, Pawan and Akash,
who allegedly grabbed the
minor’s breasts, tore her
pyjama string, and attempted
to drag her under a culvert

Sudan Army recaptures presitdential
palace after two years of war

Sudan’s military said
on Friday it retook the
Republican Palace in

Khartoum, the last heavily
guarded bastion of rival
paramilitary forces in the
capital, after nearly two
years of fighting. Social
media videos showed its
soldiers inside giving the
date as the 21st day of
Ramadan, the holy Muslim
fasting ~ month, which
corresponds to Friday. A
Sudanese military officer
wearing a captain’s
epaulettes made the
announcement in the video,
and confirmed the troops
were inside the compound.
The palace appeared to be
partly in ruins, with soldiers’
steps crunching broken tiles
underneath  their  boots.
Soldiers carrying assault
rifles and rocket-propelled
grenade launchers chanted:
“God is the greatest!”

Khaled al-Aiser, Sudan’s
information minister, said
the military had retaken the
palace in a post on the social
platform X. “Today the flag
is raised, the palace is back
and the journey continues
until victory is complete,”
he wrote. The fall of the
Republican Palace, a
compound along the Nile
River that was the seat of
government before the war
erupted and is immortalized
on Sudanese banknotes
and postage stamps, marks
another battlefield gain for
Sudan’s military. It has
made steady advances in
recent months under army
chief Gen. Abdel-Fattah
Burhan. It means the rival
Rapid Support Forces, under
Gen. Mohammed Hamdan
Dagalo, have been mostly
expelled from the capital of
Khartoum after Sudan’s war
began in April 2023.

while she was walking with
her mother. Initially, they
were charged under Section
376 of the IPC (rape) and
relevant sections of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act. However, the Allahabad
high court ruled that their
actions did not constitute
rape or an attempt to rape but
instead fell under the lesser
charge of aggravated sexual
assault, punishable under
Section 354(B) IPC and
Section 9(m ) of the POCSO
Act. The high court’s ruling
was based on the argument
that an attempt to commit
rape must go beyond mere
preparation and demonstrate

a “greater

determination.”
noted that there was no
evidence to suggest that the
accused intended to commit
rape and said, “There is no

degree  of
The court

allegation that the accused
tried to commit penetrative
sexual assault against the
victim.” Instead, the court
directed that the accused be
tried under lesser charges.

Rahul Gandhi slams ‘flawed’ merit
system, calls for caste census

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi has discussed
the need for a caste census
with Sukhdeo Thorat, former
chairman of the Indian
Council of Social Science
Research and the University
Grants Commission. In a
conversation with Thorat,
Rahul Gandhi asks: Why
are people so much against
a caste census? What don’t
they like about it? “There
is certainly a capture of
our system: the education
system, the healthcare
system, the political system,
the bureaucratic system. So
for me, it is important that
the truth of what is going
on in India with regard to
who has what access, who
controls which institutions,
who is where? To me, that
is a fundamental nationalist

b

exercise. 1 don't think... I
think it is not supporting
the caste census is actually
anti-national because what
you are saying is that we
are not ready to accept the
truth of what is going on in
our country. So I am quite
wedded to the idea of a caste
census. | think we need to
reiterate it further, we need
to deepen it, and we need to
make it more sophisticated,
and that is why, you know,
you have the committee there.
I think it needs to be broad-
based,” he says. During the
interaction, he says, “The

history of the tribals, OBCs
has just been eliminated.” On
the caste census, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi said,
I have had discussions with
people about the caste census
where 1 am saying look all
we are doing is exposing the
truth. Nothing else. And they
will say to me directly that
no one must not expose this
truth. “Why not ? Right, that
unfairness is taking place in
front of your face. You have
got the Constitution that
says all Indians are equal.
It is absolutely crystal clear
what is going on and you
just don’t want to accept
it,” he says. Rahul also says
that the concept of merit in
the country is ‘“completely
flawed” because the
backward communities are
not connected to it.

Supreme Court begins probe after cash found at Delhi High Court judge’s home

The  Supreme  Court
has initiated a probe into
allegations against a Delhi
High Court judge after a
significant amount of cash
was recovered from his
official residence following
a fire incident. The top court
has sought a report from the
Chief Justice of the Delhi
High Court regarding the
matter. Justice Yashwant
Verma was recently

transferred back to his
parent court, the Allahabad
High Court, following the
Supreme Court Collegium's
recommendation. This move
came after a large amount
of cash was recovered from
his bungalow after a fire
incident. According to legal
experts, whenever allegations
of misconduct arise against a
High Court judge, the Chief
Justice of the respective High

Court is required to submit a
report. If allegations are made
against a Supreme Court
judge, an in-house committee
is formed directly on the
initiative of the Chief Justice
of India. Similar procedures
were followed in past cases
involving Justice Shekhar
Yadav of the Allahabad High
Court and former Calcutta
High Court judge Justice CS
Karnan. After receiving the

Apple’s first foldahle phone said to cost
twice as much as iPhone 16 Pro Max

Apple is reportedly
working on its first foldable
iPhone, and while the
company has yet to confirm
anything, new details about
its pricing and features have
started to emerge. According
to analysts, the foldable
iPhone could come with a
hefty price tag, making it
the most expensive iPhone
ever. In a recent investor
note, Barclays analyst Tim
Long suggested that Apple’s
foldable iPhone might start
at around $2,300 (roughly
Rs 1,98,000) in the US. To
put that into perspective, this
would make it nearly twice as
expensive as the iPhone 16 Pro
Max, which starts at $1,199
(roughly Rs 1,03,000). For
many, this price point could
be a significant barrier, and
analysts believe it might limit
the device's sales volume.
Long’s prediction  comes
after a trip to Asia, where
his team met with hardware
manufacturers. He noted that
there’s growing talk within the
supply chain about a foldable
iPhone launching between
late 2026 and early 2027.
However, the high price could
mean Apple will produce the
device in limited quantities,
at least initially. This isn't the
first time we've heard about
the foldable iPhone’s potential

this month,

Earlier
Apple supply chain analyst
Ming-Chi Kuo also predicted
that the device would be
priced between $2,000 and

cost.

$2,500. Despite the steep
price, Kuo believes there
could still be strong demand
if Apple delivers a high-
quality product. For instance,
if the foldable iPhone features
a nearly creaseless display,
it could be a game-changer
in the smartphone market.
As for the design and specs,
Kuo shared some interesting
details. The foldable iPhone
is expected to have a 7.8-inch
inner display and a 5.5-inch
outer screen. It might also
include two rear cameras, one
front-facing camera, and a
side-mounted Touch ID sensor
instead of Face ID. The device
is rumoured to be incredibly
thin, measuring just 4.5mm
when unfolded and around
9mm when folded. In terms

L ol

of build quality, the foldable
iPhone could feature a titanium
exterior, with the hinge made
from a mix of titanium and
stainless steel. This would
make it both durable and
lightweight. Additionally,
the device is expected to
come with a 5,000mAh
battery. For comparison,
Samsung’s Galaxy Z Fold
6 starts at $1,899 (roughly
Rs 1,63,000), while
Google's Pixel 9 Pro Fold is
priced at $1,799 (roughly
Rs 1,55,000) in the US.
Apple’s foldable iPhone, if
priced at $2,300, would be
significantly more expensive
than its competitors. It's worth
noting that these details are
still speculative, as Apple has
not officially confirmed the
existence of a foldable iPhone.
With the device reportedly
entering mass production in
late 2026, there’s still plenty
of time for plans to change.

information about the matter,
CJI Sanjiv Khanna convened
a meeting of the Collegium. It

was unanimously decided to
transfer Justice Verma back
to Allahabad High Court,
where he previously served
till  October 2021. Some
judges of the Collegium
voiced concern that merely
transferring Justice Verma
would tarnish the judiciary’s
image and erode public
confidence in the legal system.
They sought Justice Verma's
resignation voluntarily.

Illegal betting apps put top
Telugu actors, celebs and
influencers in ED spotlight

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
decided to investigate
endorsement of illegal
betting apps by Tollywood
actors and social media
influencers. Sources
indicate ED will soon
register enforcement case
information reports (ECIRs)
and issue summons to the
actors involved. The agency
will initiate proceedings
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA ) based on the
predicate offences recorded
by police in Hyderabad and
Visakhapatnam.

In Telangana, four
cases have been registered
in Miyapur, Panjagutta,
Noothankal, and Cyberabad
Cyber Crime police stations.
Another case was registered
with the Visakhapatnam
Cyber Crime division.
Investigations revealed heavy
financial losses suffered
by victims, allegedly
due to the promotion of
betting platforms by these
celebrities. On Dec 11,
2024, Bandaru Venkatesh, a
restaurant worker, lodged a
complaint against YouTuber
Kathira Harsha Sai. He
claimed to have lost Rs
13,67,300 by investing

in betting platforms like
Parimatch and Lotus

365 after following links
shared by Sai. He alleged
that Sai falsely portrayed
these platforms as legal

and misled followers with
fabricated winning claims.
Following a media report
exposing Sai's involvement,
Venkatesh sought a probe
into the influencer’s
financial transactions. On
March 5, 2025, a police
constable, Manoj Kumar,
lodged a complaint against
YouTuber Bayya Sandeep@
Sunny Yadav for promoting
betting apps. The complaint
highlighted that Sunny
Yadav used social media,
including Instagram,
Facebook, YouTube, and
Telegram, to promote betting
apps and mislead the youth.
His promotions promised
easy money through
minimal investments. Police
investigation suggested

that youth influenced by
his videos faced financial
losses, and in some cases,
suicides were linked to
these activities. On March
17, 2025, Vinay Vangala,
a private employee, filed

a complaint in Miyapur
regarding widespread betting
app promotions.

66 The best way to
predict the future is
to create it

Peter Drucker

= 1739: Nadir Shah’s army
massacred people in
Delhi, the Mughal capital.
1890: Ramchandra

Chatterjee became the

first Indian to descend
using a parachute.
1942: During World War

11, the Japanese navy and

air force landed in Port
Blair.
1947: Lord Mountbatten

arrived in India as the last

Viceroy.
1964: The first vintage

car rally was organized in
Calcutta.
1969: Indian

Petrochemicals

Corporation Limited was

inaugurated.

1977: After a resounding
defeat of the Congress

in the general elections
following the Emergency,
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi submitted

her resignation to the
President.

1993: World Water Day

was observed for the first

time.

1995: Russian cosmonaut

Valery Polyakov
embarked on his return
to Earth after a record-
breaking 14.5-month

space journey.

1999: Indian filmmaker
Shekhar Kapur’s movie
Elizabeth won the Oscar
for Best Makeup.
Jordan’s King Abdullah

officially named his wife,

Princess Rania, as Queen.
2003: The Pakistan
government postponed
the SAFF Championship
due to the U.S. attack on

Iraq.

Coalition forces captured
the city of Nasiriyah along
the Euphrates River and
besieged Basra, continuing
their advance in southern
Iraq.

2005: Hifikepunye

Pohamba took the oath as

President of Namibia.
2007: Pakistan tested the
Hatf-7 missile.

2010: A 14-member

committee formed by

the Kerala government
confirmed environmental
damage caused by Coca-
Cola’s plant in Palakkad

= 2020: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
announced a “Janata
Curfew” in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

2 men arrested
for vandalising
Himachal hus

Agency: Police have arrested
the two men involved in the
vandalism of a Himachal Road
Transport Corporation bus at
Kharar on March 18. Rupnagar
resident Hardeep Singh and
Fazilka resident Gagandeep
Singh had been living in Mohali
for some time and were arrested
from there, police said. Both are
around 30 years of age. One of
them is a taxi driver and the
other an auto-rickshaw driver.
Police have also recovered the
car used in the incident Kharar
DSP Karan Singh Sandhu said,
“The two have been arrested
under the Prevention of Damage
to Public Property Act.



