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Rioters will pay for damages: Maharashtra

CM Fadnavis on Nagpur violence

Agency: Maharashtra
CM Devendra Fadnavis
held a high-level meeting
with top police officials
on Saturday to review the
recent communal violence
in Nagpur triggered by
Aurangzeb tomb row.
Speaking to the media
afterward, he warned
that damages would be
recovered from the rioters,
adding, “Wherever required,
bulldozers will also be
used.” The unrest, which
unfolded on March 17,
led to widespread stone-
pelting and arson after
rumours spread about the

burning of a “chadar” with
sacred inscriptions during
a protest by Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP). Detailing
the developments, CM
Fadnavis said, “Today, 1
reviewed the incident that
happened in Nagpur with
the police officers. The
entire sequence of events
and the actions taken have
been reviewed. The replica
of Aurangzeb's grave was
burnt in the morning. An
FIR was filed on it, but
people were gathered after
a rumour was spread that a
verse from the Quran was
written on it. The crowd

pelted stones and committed
arson. The police have
taken preventive action.
Based on CCTV footage,
those who were rioting are
being arrested. 104 people
have been arrested so far.
The police will arrest more
people. Police action will

be taken against those who
are involved in the riots

or are helping the rioters.
Those who spread rumours
on social media will also

be made co-accused. 68
social media posts have
been identified and deleted
so far.” Fadnavis reiterated
that losses from the violence

‘Puncture in heart, head severed, hands cut off, legs bent
backwards’; savagery of killing in Meerut murder

Agency: Saurabh
Rajput's post-mortem report
painted a horrifying picture
of his brutal murder—his
heart was punctured by
deep stab wounds, head was
severed from the body, both
hands were cut off from the
wrist and his legs were bent
backwards, suggesting an
attempt to fit the body in
a drum. Former Merchant
Navy officer Saurabh Rajput
was allegedly murdered
and dismembered by his
wife, Muskan Rastogi, and
her lover, Sahil Shukla,
before being sealed inside
a cement-filled drum.
Medical experts concluded
that Saurabh’s death was
caused by severe shock and
massive blood loss. The
post-mortem examination
revealed three deep, forceful
stab wounds to the heart,
suggesting a sustained and
brutal attack. “The blows
from the sharp long knife
pierced deep inside the
heart,” one of the doctors

told news agency PTI.
Superintendent of Police
(City ) Ayush Vikram Singh
verified the post-mortem
results. He said, “Muskan
brutally stabbed Saurabh in
his heart, puncturing it. His
neck was severed and both
palms were cut off. The
body was cut up into four
pieces to fit it in the drum.”
The medical team
provided additional details
about the concealment
efforts. “It was put in
the drum and then filled
with dust and cement.
The body solidified in the
cement and did not rot
due to lack of air. The
smell was not extremely
foul,” a post-mortem team
member told PTI. The
retrieval process required
cutting open the drum
and carefully removing
the hardened cement.
Despite family opposition,
Muskan and Saurabh
married in 2016 following
their courtship and had a

daughter who is now six
years old. Muskan and
Sahil’s relationship began
after they reconnected
through a WhatsApp group
of former schoolmates

in 2019. Saurabh Rajput
was allegedly drugged and
brutally stabbed to death
by his wife and her lover
on March 4. His body

was dismembered and
sealed inside a cement-
filled drum to cover up

the crime. Initially hidden
in a bathroom overnight,
his remains remained in
the drum for two weeks.
Following the murder, the
couple took a vacation

to Himachal Pradesh,
deceiving Saurabh’s family
by sending messages from
his phone to create the
illusion that he was still
alive. Singh previously
said, “Muskan manipulated
Sahil through fake Snapchat
messages, making him
believe they were signs
from his deceased mother.

would be recovered from
those involved, saying,
“whatever damage has
happened will be recovered
from the rioters. If they do
not pay the money, then
their property will be sold
for the recovery. Wherever
required, bulldozers will
also be used,” he said. The
chief minister also stated
that it was too early to
determine whether there was
any foreign or Bangladeshi
involvement in the

violence, assuring that the
investigation was ongoing.
Meanwhile, Nagpur police
arrested 14 more individuals

on Friday, including
Minorities Democratic Party
working president Hamid
Engineer, bringing the

total number of arrests to
105. Deputy commissioner
of police Lohit Matani

confirmed the arrests,
stating that among those
detained were 10 minors.
Authorities have also
registered three additional
FIRs in connection with the
violence.

Justice Varma’s transfer proposal not
linked to probe: SC dispels ‘rumours’

Agency: Delhi Fire
Services chief Atul Garg
on Friday said firefighters
found no cash during their
operation to put out fire at
Justice Varma's residence.
The fire broke out in a
storeroom stocked with
stationery at 11.35 pm
on March 14. Two fire
tenders reached the spot
at 11.43 pm and doused
the fire in 15 minutes.
PTI In a statement, the
top court clarified that
the proposal to transfer
Justice Varma to the
Allahabad High Court was
not linked to the in-house
inquiry initiated by the
Delhi High Court Chief
Justice. “The proposal
for the transfer of Justice
Yashwant Varma, who is
the second senior-most
judge in the Delhi High
Court and a member of the
Collegium, to his parent
HC i.e. the High Court of
judicature at Allahabad,

MK Stalin-led panel passes resolution,
seeks delimitation freeze for 25 more years

Agency: The Joint
Action Committee (JAC),
led by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin,
convened in Chennai
today, adopted a resolution
opposing any delimitation
exercise that lacks
transparency and fails to
involve key stakeholders.
The meeting was attended
by representatives
from multiple states
concerned about the
impact of the upcoming
delimitation on their
political and economic
future. The resolution
emphasised that any
changes to parliamentary
constituencies should
be made through a
fair and open process,
with participation from
all state governments,
political parties, and other
relevant stakeholders.
The JAC expressed
concerns that states
which have successfully
implemented population
control measures might
be unfairly penalised

if their parliamentary
representation is reduced
due to a shifting
population share. Pointing
to the legislative intent
behind past constitutional
amendments, the JAC
underscored that the

freeze on parliamentary
constituencies based on the
1971 Census was meant

to protect and incentivise
states that took effective
steps to stabilise population
growth. Since the national
population stabilisation
goal has not yet been
achieved, the resolution
called for extending the
freeze by another 25 years.
“The States which have
effectively implemented
the population control
program and consequently
whose population share has
come down, should not be
penalised,” the resolution
read. A Core Committee
of Members of Parliament
from the participating
states will coordinate
strategies within Parliament
to counter any delimitation

proposal that does not
align with these principles.
As part of its action plan,
the committee will submit
a joint representation to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the ongoing
parliamentary session.
Political parties from the
represented states will push
for legislative resolutions
in their respective
assemblies, officially
communicating their stance
to the Union Government.
The JAC also committed
to a large-scale public
awareness campaign to
educate citizens about the
history of delimitation and
its potential consequences.
Through coordinated
efforts, they aim to
mobilise public opinion

in favour of a fair and
equitable approach. With
this resolution, the JAC
has reinforced its position
that any delimitation
exercise must uphold the
principles of federalism
and democracy. DMK 's
Parliamentary Party leader

Kanimozhi read the draft
proposal, and said “any
delimitation exercise
carried out by the Union
government to improve
the content and character
of our democracy should
be done transparently,
enabling political parties
of all the states, state
governments, and other
stakeholders to participate,
and contribute to it.”
Opposition leaders from
southern states and Punjab
gathered in Chennai for
the meeting against the
proposed delimitation
exercise. Chief Ministers
of Kerala, Telangana,

and Punjab, Pinarayi
Vijayan, Revanth Reddy,
and Bhagwant Mann and
Deputy Chief Minister of
Karnataka DK Shivakumar
attended the event. Former
Telangana IT Minister and
BRS working president
KT Ramarao and leaders
from political parties such
as YSRCP, Congress,
CPI(M ), CPI, BID, and,
AAP were also present.

where he will be ninth in
seniority, is independent
and separate from the in-
house inquiry procedure,”
the statement read. “The
proposal was examined by
the Collegium comprising
of the Chief Justice of
India and four senior-most
judges of the Supreme
Court on March 20, and
thereafter, letters were
written to the consultee
judges of the Supreme
Court, the Chief Justices
of the HCs concerned and
Justice Yashwant Varma.
Responses received will be
examined and thereupon,
the Collegium will pass a
resolution,” it said, adding,
“There is misinformation
and rumours being spread
with regard to the incident
at the residence of Justice
Varma.” The top court
statement clarified that on
receiving the information,
the Chief Justice of the
Delhi HC commenced

the in-house inquiry
procedure collecting
evidence and information.
“The Chief Justice of

the Delhi HC, who had
commenced his inquiry
prior to the Collegium
meeting on March 20,
will be submitting his
report to the CJI today
i.e. on March 21. The
report will be examined
and processed for further
and necessary action,” it
said. In a fresh twist to
the controversy, Delhi Fire
Services chief Atul Garg
on Friday said firefighters
found no cash during
their operation to put out
fire at Justice Varma's
residence. The fire broke
out in a storeroom stocked
with stationery and other
articles at the judge's
residence at 11.35 pm on
March 14. Two fire tenders
reached the spot at 11.43
pm and doused the fire in
15 minutes.
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Agency: As Bihar
chief minister Nitish
Kumar continues with his
unpredictable and “erratic”
behaviour, a section of
BJP is worried about the
repercussions of his “poor
health”, even as the party
remains firm on contesting
the assembly polls due this
year under his leadership.
In a fresh controversy,
Kumar abruptly got
off the stage when the
announcement for the
national anthem was made
after the inauguration of
the Sepak Takraw World
Cup in Patna on Thursday
and began exchanging
pleasantries with the
participants. Later, when
the national anthem was
played, he stood smiling
and waving at bystanders.
Kumar came under
heavy opposition fire in
both Houses of the state
legislature for disrespecting
the national anthem. His
latest act led to much mirth
and has given fodder to
opposition parties, RID
and Congress, to exploit in
the upcoming state polls,
arguing he can’t be given
another term in view of
his health condition. BJP,
sources said, is confident
of winning another term
alongside JDU and LJP,
but the party’s worry is
that Kumar’s unexpected
behaviour in the public
glare has often given

openings to opponents. The
party, however, believes
Kumar continues to be
a valuable partner, and
the memories of RID's

“jungle raj” will blunt

any possibility of “anti-
incumbency”. Moreover,
Kumar is credited with
good governance and
raising the bar in terms of
performance which, BJP
insiders feel, will help

the alliance win another
term. Of late, Kumar's
behaviour has not followed
a consistent pattern; there
have been days when no
mishaps took place and he
appeared to be in control,
like during his ‘Pragati
Yatra', even though he
was in the public glare for
several days. But there have
been odd days when Kumar
behaved in a manner that
his opponents derided him,
and his supporters found
difficult to justify. “We
hope that Nitish Kumar
will overcome his on-off
ways,” a BJP functionary
said. On questions raised
by opposition parties on
Kumar's fitness, BJP
spokesperson Sambit

Patra said it would not

be appropriate for him to
comment on any neta’s
health. “One can talk

about political fitness, and
everyone knows who is

the most politically unfit
leader,” he said in a swipe at
Congress’s Rahul Gandhi.

JioHotStar makes an ‘IPL 2025 request’ to Reliance Jio,
Airtel and Vodafone-Idea as days of ‘Free’ IPL over

Agency: JioStar, in an
effort to boost viewership
for the 2025 Indian
Premier League (IPL ),
is reportedly engaged in
active discussions with
Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel,
and Vodafone Idea (Vi)
to bundle its streaming
subscriptions with their data
plans. This strategic move
is pivotal, considering that
live sports, including IPL,
are now behind a paywall.
As per a report in Economic
Times, “With live sports
now behind a paywall,
these partnerships will be
pivotal to JioStar’s objective
of reaching over 1 billion
viewers across television
and digital platforms for
the upcoming IPL. In
2024, IPL viewership on
JioCinema reached 620
million, while on the Star
Sports network, it was 541
million.” Industry experts
anticipate these bundles will
significantly boost telecom
data consumption, mirroring
the surge witnessed when
live cricket was freely

available on JioCinema and
Disney+ Hotstar. “These
telecom partnerships will
help JioHotstar reach a
large internet audience
base, especially now that
it's behind a paywall,” an
executive involved in the
talks told ET, indicating
discussions encompass
both mobile and home
broadband deals. The IPL
2025 is a critical event for
JioStar, formed through
the merger of Disney's
Star India and Reliance's
Viacom18. The company
aims to secure Rs 4,500
crore in advertising revenue
and has already onboarded
20 sponsors, capitalizing
on IPL’s extensive reach.
The transition to paid
streaming on JioHotstar,
which boasts over 50
million paid subscribers and
500 million total users, is
expected to drive growth
in India’s subscription
video-on-demand (SVOD)
market. Media Partners
Asia reports that India’s
SVOD subscriptions

No friction between us, BJP free to electlts chlef RSS

Agency: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) Sarasanghachalak
(Chief) Mohan Bhagwat
with RSS Sarakaryavah
(General Secretary )
Dattatreya Hosabale during
the annual meeting of Akhil
Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha
(ABPS), highest body
of decision making and
policy formulation of the
RSS, in Bengaluru, March
21, 2025. The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
clarified on Saturday that
there is no friction between
the Sangh and the BJP
regarding the delay in the

party’s presidential election.
Addressing reporters on the
second day of the All India
Pratinidhi Sabha, the RSS’s
highest decision-making
body, Sangh’s joint general
secretary Arun Kumar
stated that the BJP is free
to elect its president, and
that the RSS collaborates
with the BJP on matters of
national interest and nation-
building. Kumar explained
that all 32 RSS affiliates
are independent bodies,
each with its own internal
election mechanism.
Responding to questions
about the delay in the

BIP’s pre51dent1al election,
Kumar said, “There

is no friction between

us. We work together

on issues concerning

the nation. The BJP's
organisational election
process is underway, and
the president’s election will
take place in due course.
Wait for a few days, and
things will become clear.”
The BIP’s presidential
election, initially scheduled
for January, has been
delayed, with current
president JP Nadda
continuing on an extension.
Kumar also mentioned that

if the BJP seeks support
from the RSS to suggest a

L ol

suitable swayamsevak, the
RSS considers the request,

provided there is a suitable
candidate available.

=K JioHotstar

rebounded to 125 million in
2024 and are projected to
continue growing. Notably,
JioHotstar's content

deal with Airtel recently
expired, making its renewal
a priority, especially
following the successful
ICC Champions Trophy
2025, which saw over 5.4
billion views, with the
India vs New Zealand final
reaching 1.24 billion views
and a peak concurrency

of 61.2 million. As of
December, India’s telecom
subscriber base included
476.58 million for Jio,
289.31 million for Airtel,
and 126.38 million for Vi,
according to TRAI data. Jio

currently offers JioHotstar
access with select prepaid
plans, including a three-
month subscription. Sources
indicate that Airtel and Vi
are expected to introduce
similar JioHotstar bundled
plans upon finalizing their
agreements, ensuring
seamless access to IPL and
other content. JioHotstar,
owned by JioStar -- a
joint venture of Reliance
Industries, Disney, and
Bodhi Tree Systems—offers
tiered subscription plans:
Mobile (Rs 499/year ),
Super (Rs 899/year ), and
Premium (Rs 1,499/year).
The Premium plan is ad-
free, except for live events.

Agency: Samajwadi
Party leader Ramji Lal
Suman’s remarks on
Rajput king Rana Sanga in
Parliament have sparked
controversy, drawing sharp
criticism from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). During
a discussion on the Home
Ministry, the Rajya Sabha
MP referred to the 16th-
century Rajput ruler as a
“traitor”, igniting a political
storm. Suman made the
remark while countering
the BJP's statements about
the historical lineage of

Indian Muslims. He said,
“BJP leaders often claim
that Muslims have the
DNA of Babur. But Indian
Muslims do not consider
Babur their ideal. In fact,
who brought Babur to
India ? It was Rana Sanga
who invited him to defeat
Ibrahim Lodi. By that
logic, if you claim Muslims
are the descendants of
Babur, then you are also
the descendants of Rana
Sanga-a traitor. We criticise
Babur, but not Rana
Sanga.”



