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India among few that can engage Russia
and Ukraine, Israel and Iran: Jaishankar

Agency: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Saturday underscored that
India was among the few
countries that could engage
with both Ukraine and
Russia, Israel and Iran amid
the current  geopolitical
churn. Speaking at Business
Today  Mindrush 2025,
Jaishankar said the mantra
of ‘sabka saath, sabka
vikaas' applied to foreign
policy as well. “In the
current polarised era, India
is among a few nations
that can engage Russia and
Ukraine, Israel and Iran, the
Quad and Brics. Sabka saath,
sabka vikas apply equally to
foreign policy as well,” he
said. Unlike the West and
European nations, India has
not sided with any country in
the Ukraine-Russia war and
has harped that the nation

was “siding with peace”.
At the same time, India has
also balanced its strategic
ties with both Iran and Israel
amid the conflict in the
Middle East that started with
Hamas's surprise attack on
the Jewish nation in 2023.
While Israel has emerged as
a key defence supplier, India
has relied on Iran for crude
oil. In fact, India’s neutral
stance in the conflicts was
recently praised by Congress
MP  Shashi Tharoor as
well, much to the chagrin
of the party. Reacting to
it,  Jaishankar  quipped,
“Always admired Tharoor’s
judgement on us.” Jaishankar
asserted that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's “range of
relationships” with world
leaders and his insights
played a key role in how
India navigates geopolitical

shifts. “We looked at the
(Russia-Ukraine) conflict,
the drivers of it, the larger
environment, in a very
objective way. A lot of
other players understandably
perhaps were carried away
emotionally about it and that
clouded their judgment,”
he said. Jaishankar, known
for his assertive diplomacy,
emphasised that even though
the world was grappling
with the reality of tariff
wars, India would take an
“India First” approach with
“Viksit Bharat” as its goal.
“Today, the world is
grappling with the reality
of industrial policies, export
controls and tariff wars...
there is a  widespread
concern today about de-
risking the global economy.
The solution lies in more
diversified manufacturing,”

he said. US President Donald
Trump’s reciprocal tariffs
move has led to a global
trade upheaval. India, which
has been called out by Trump
as a “big abuser” of trade
ties, will face reciprocal
tariffs on April 2. Jaishankar
said India was currently
engaged in three important
negotiations - the FTAs
(free trade agreements)
with the European Union

Muskan, Sahil experiencing drug
withdrawal symptoms, say jail officials

Agency: In judicial custody for
allegedly murdering Saurabh Rajput,
his wife and her lover are having a
hard time adjusting to life in jail, with
prison officials claiming that the duo
were experiencing drug withdrawal
symptoms. Muskan Rastogi and her
lover Sahil Shukla have been lodged
in Chaudhary Charan Singh district
jail here since last Wednesday after
a court here sent the duo to judicial
custody for 14 days. Jail sources said
the duo have been showing signs of
extreme distress. “Muskan and Sahil
are not able to sleep properly. They
are also refusing to eat and drink,”

a source said. While some speculate
that this might be due to remorse,

jail officials attribute it to drug
withdrawal. Senior Jail Superintendent
Viresh Raj Sharma said, “Both Sahil

alcohol regularly.

Notably, the two accused did
not have any visitor since their
incarceration, a source said. Rajput
was drugged and then stabbed to
death allegedly by Muskan and Sahil
on March 4, his body dismembered
and sealed inside a drum with cement.
The duo then went on a vacation
to Himachal Pradesh, all the while
misleading Rajput’s family by sending

and Muskan have been taking drugs
for a long time. Due to this, they

are having problems of restlessness
and are not even able to sleep at
night.” Doctors have prescribed
medication to manage their symptoms,
and a dedicated team is monitoring
their condition, he said. Police
investigations have revealed that the
two accused consumed drugs and

them messages from his phone. The

said.

matter was reported to police on
March 18, following which they were
arrested. Muskan and Rajput got
married in 2016 against his family’s
wishes, following a relationship and
they had a six-year-old daughter.
Muskan and Sahil had known each
other since school and reconnected
via a WhatsApp group in 2019, police

and the United *.
Kingdom,
and the
BT A
(bilateral trade
agreement) with the United
States.

In a subtle dig at the West,
Jaishankar said that building
up China was their “strategic
objective”.  “Building up
China was, for a long time,
a strategic objective of the

The mantra of ‘sabka saath, sabka vikaas applies to foreign policy as well: S Jaishankar

West.
Building
them
up as a
society,
praisingtheir
achievements, history.
Running us (India) down
was equally a strategic
compulsion of the West,”
he said. Stressing the need
for broad energy ties,
Jaishankar underscored that

raslmecISSeliae:

artificial intelligence (AI)
and EVs (electric vehicles)
are going to generate much
higher energy demands on
top of the natural needs.
“If data is the new oil, then
data centres are the new
refineries, and they will need
to be powered,” the Union
Minister said. He said that
there was a need to make
India a global capability
centre.

Agency: A 56-year-old
Indian-origin man and his
24-year-old daughter were
shot dead at a convenience
store in the US state of
Virginia and police have
arrested one person in
connection with the shooting,
according to media reports.
Pradipkumar Patel and his
daughter were working at the
store on Lankford Highway in
Accomack County when the
shooting incident happened.
Accomack County is located
on the Eastern Shore of
Virginia. The Accomack
County Sheriff’s office said
deputies were called to the
scene shortly after 5:30 am
on March 20 on reports of a
shooting victim, Shore Daily
News reported. When they
arrived, deputies discovered
an unresponsive man suffering
from apparent gunshot
wounds, it said.

24 violence after cou

ann

Agency: The Special
Investigation Team of the
local police took Zafar
Ali, the president of the
Shahi Jama Masjid here,
into custody to record his
statement in connection
with the November 24
violence case. The Mughal-
era mosque here has been
at the centre of a major row
after a petition claimed that
it was the site of an ancient
Hindu temple.

When asked by PTI
whether the mosque
president had been arrested,
Sambhal Kotwali in-charge
Anuj Kumar Tomar said he
had been taken into custody
by the SIT for statement
recording. On being asked if

the detention was related to
the November 24 violence,
he confirmed that Ali had
been taken into custody

for questioning in the same

People with invader mindset are a threat  Totally preposterous, incredible: Delhi

to India: RSS’ Dattatreya Hosabale

Agency: RSS general
secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale on Sunday
said that people with an
“invader mindset” pose
a threat to India. He
questioned the glorification
of historical figures
like Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb while icons
like his brother Dara
Shikoh, who promoted
social harmony, remain
overlooked. “If there are
people with an invader
mentality, then they are
a danger to the country,”
Hosabale said, making
it clear that India must
align itself with those
who embody its cultural
ethos rather than those
who stood against it. On
the issue of religion-based
reservations, Hosabale
said that such provisions
are unconstitutional
and contradict the
principles laid out by
Dr BR Ambedkar.

“Religion-based
reservation is not possible;
it is allowed only for
backward classes within

a religion, as seen in
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
and other states. Anybody
implementing religion-
based quotas is going
against the architect of our
Constitution,” he stated.
Addressing the role of the
RSS in political discourse,
Hosabale clarified that

the organisation does not
engage in daily political
debates. “Those in politics

Avneet Kaur says ‘was

touched mappropriately at 8,
verbally abused by director’

Agency: Actor Avneet Kaur,
who entered the entertainment

industry at a young age,

recalled being inappropriately
touched during one of her dance
rehearsals. She also mentioned

being verbally abused by a

director when she was just 12.

Avneet auditioned for Dance

India Dance Li'l Masters at the

bad touch.

“Once, during dance rehearsals,
there was someone who touched
here and there... At the time, I
told my mother about this. Then
my mom told me, ‘Beta, this is
bad touch, this is good touch,’ and
whatever. You have to understand
that this happens. I am telling you

can make statements about

these things every day;

it is their activity. The
Sangh cannot comment

on matters without an
official draft or published
stance,” he said. Speaking
on Ram Temple's last year
inauguration in Ayodhya,
Hosabale dismissed
suggestions that the RSS
claims credit for the grand
structure. “The Ram
Temple in Ayodhya is not
an RSS achievement, but
a victory of society as a
whole,” he said.

to perform, and when she fumbled
while shooting, the director
rebuked and verbally abused her.
The incident, which took place
during her struggling days, left
her “scared.” “I was just starting
out, and this director gave me a
very heavy monologue with heavy
words, which I had to say. Now, I
was very scared because | was 11
or 12, and I fumbled 2—3 times,
which is when he switched on his
mic and started speaking harshly,”
the 26-year-old actor narrated.
She continued, “He said that I
wasn't capable of doing anything
and that I would never succeed
in this industry. He even abused

judge denies cash stash seen in video

Agency: As the Supreme
Court released videos
and photos of burnt cash
allegedly recovered from
Justice Yashwant Varma's
residence on Saturday, the
Delhi High Court judge
vehemently denied the
removal or seizure of any
currency notes from his
building following a fire
incident in his storeroom
last week. In his reply to
a list of queries made by
the Chief Justice of India
(CII) Sanjiv Khanna via
the Chief Justice of Delhi
High Court, Justice Varma
said, “Assuming without
admitting that the video
was taken immediately at
the time of the incident at
the site, none of it appears
to have been recovered or
seized.” Justice Varma,
who was not present at
his residence on the night
of the incident on March
14, further stated that his
daughter and staff had

age of 8. In an interview with
Hauterrfly, Avneet shared that
after an unpleasant experience
during dance rehearsals, her
mother taught her about good and

this from back when I was eight
years old. And since then, I was
well-prepared for such things,”
she recalled. The Mardaani actor
also shared that at the age of 12,
she was given a heavy monologue

me verbally. I was very confused
because my parents were not
allowed on set. I went to my
parents and told them everything,
and my self-confidence broke

” .
as an actor.  During the same

interview, Avneet also addressed
rumours about getting fillers to
enhance her looks.

“I don't get fillers, but I do
get facials, and I definitely take
care of my skin. I do everything
to tighten my skin. I haven’t done
anything to change my features,
like getting a different nose.
Nothing like that has happened

L ol

informed him that the
authorities did not show
any sacks of charred notes
or currency being taken
away after the blaze was
doused. “What baffles me
is the complete absence

of any sacks of allegedly
burnt currency which were
ever recovered or seized.
We categorically assert
that neither my daughter,
PS nor household staff
were shown these so-called
sacks of burnt currency,”
said Justice Varma in his
response. My staff present
said that there was no
‘removal’ of currency which
was allegedly found at the
site or removed from the
premises,” he stated. The
video of a bagful of charred
notes being recovered from
Justice Varma's residence
was shared by the Delhi
Police Commissioner with

the Chief Justice of Delhi
High Court. Refuting that
there were piles of burnt

cash removed from his
building, Justice Varma
said, “The only thing which
was cleared was debris

and what they considered
to be salvageable.” “None
of the staff was shown

any remnants of cash or
currency that may have
been present on site,” he
further mentioned. Asserting
that no cash was placed

in his storeroom by either
him or his family members,
Justice Varma said that

the idea of cash being

kept there was “totally
preposterous.” “The very
idea or suggestion that this
cash was kept or stored by
us is totally preposterous.
The suggestion that one
would store cash in an
open, freely accessible and
commonly used storeroom
near the staff quarters or in
an outhouse verges on the
incredible and incredulous,”
he said in his reply to the
CJI.

to me. I have decent features,”
she clarified. Meanwhile, Avneet
is looking forward to the release
of her film Love in Vietnam,
which was announced at the 2024
Cannes Film Festival. Directed

by Rahhat Shah Kazmi, the film
also features Vietnamese actor
Kha Ngan alongside Shantanu
Maheshwari.

case. Sambhal has been
tense since violence broke

out on November 24 last
year during protests against
a court-ordered survey of

SC upholds acquittal of
seven in 1990 Kashmir
University VC murder case

t-ordered survey

the mosque. Four people
were killed and several
others, including police
personnel, were injured in
the violence.

Agency: Thirty-five
years after the abduction
and killing of then-Kashmir
University vice chancellor
Mushir-ul-Haq and his
personal secretary, the
Supreme Court (SC)
upheld the acquittal of the
alleged members of the
banned Jammu and Kashmir
Students Liberation Front
(JKSLF) involved in the
case. A Bench of Justices
Abhay S Oka and Ujjal
Bhuyan dismissed the CBI's
appeal challenging the
acquittal of seven men in the
1990 case, which had been
filed under the now-repealed
Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention )

Act, 1987 (TADA ). The
Bench ruled that “procedural
safeguards were given a
complete go-bye” during
the investigation and trial,
adding that truth and justice
remained elusive for both
the accused and the victims.
The CBI had alleged that
Hilal Beg, the self-styled
chief commander of JKSLF,
along with others including
Javed Shala, Tahir Ahmed
Mir, Mushtaq Ahmed
Sheikh, Mushtaq Ahmed
Khan, Mohd Hussain Khan
and Mohd Salim Zargar,
conspired to abduct Mushir-
ul-Haq and his secretary to
instil fear among the public
and pressure the government
into releasing their
associates—Nissar Ahmed

Jogi, Gulam Nabi Bhat
and Fayyaz Ahmed Wani.
Haq and Abdul Gani were
kidnapped on April 6, 1990.
When their demands were

not met, the two hostages
were killed on April 10,
1990, according to the CBI.
However, the Supreme Court
did not find any error in the
Special Court’s decision to
acquit the accused. “This is
not even a case of plausible
view. No other view is
possible. Consequently, there
is no merit in the criminal
appeal which is accordingly
dismissed,” the SC stated.
The Bench highlighted the
importance of procedural
safeguards, particularly in
the recording of confessions.
“The legislature had

reposed great faith in the
fairness and uprightness of
higher police officials in
conferring the drastic power
of recording confessional
statements of the accused,”
the court noted. However,

it criticised the manner in
which confessions were
recorded, stating, “in so

far as the present case is
concerned, the procedural
safeguards were given a
complete go-by.” “It is
indeed a sad reflection as to
how investigation and trial
unfolded in this case where
truth and justice, both for
the victims and the accused,
remained elusive,” the Bench
added.



