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Agency: Delhi chief
minister Rekha Gupta
took aim at former CM
Arvind Kejriwal and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
while presenting her
government’s Rs 1 lakh
crore budget for 2025-26
on Tuesday, reviving the
‘Sheesh Mahal’ controversy
from the assembly election
campaign. “There is a
lot of difference between
us, you made promises,
we will fulfil them. You
abused other states’
governments, we will
work together. You made

the ‘Sheesh Mahal’, we
will build houses for the
poor. You installed (gold)
toilets worth lakhs, we

will make toilets for the
poor,” she added. Gupta
did not hold back, referring
to her predecessor as
“Delhi’s malik (owner)”
and mocking his promise
to turn the capital into
“London,” instead leaving
behind traffic snarls and
unfinished projects. As part
of her government's vision,
Gupta announced plans to
turn Delhi into a “tourism
hub,” earmarking Rs 177

crore for the initiative. This
includes promoting the
Bharat Mandapam trade
hall as a key attraction.
On education, she
accused the previous
AAP government of
manipulating student
performance statistics.
“The AAP government has
failed many students in
9th and 11th standard so
that their 10th and 12th
results appear better,”
she alleged. To revamp
education, the government
will introduce ‘CM SHRI
Schools,” modeled after

BNM@MISCELLANEOUS

You made Sheesh Mahal, we will build
houses for poor: CM Rekha Gupta
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‘PM SHRI Schools’ and
aligned with the New
Education Policy 2020,
with an initial allocation of
Rs 100 crore. Additionally,
Rs 750 crore has been

set aside to provide free
laptops to 1,200 students
passing class 10th. A

new education hub is

also planned for Narela.
Infrastructure funding
includes Rs 100 crore for
shifting overhead electrical
lines and high-tension
wires. The environment
and forest department will
receive Rs 506 crore, while

Kunal Kamra takes on Shiv Sena with new
song after Mumbai studio vandalism

Agency: Under-fire
stand-up comic Kunal
Kamra on Tuesday shared
a new video to slam Shiv
Sena workers for vandalising
Mumbai's The Habitat
comedy club where he had
performed earlier and where
his jokes about Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde sparked a
huge row. Kunal Kamra
took a ‘traitor’ jibe at Eknath
Shidne over the 2022
split of the party formed
by Bal Thackeray and
has invited criticism from
members of the Maharashtra
government. In the new
video, Kunal Kamra sings
‘Hum Honge Kangal’ - a
modified version of the tune
‘Hum Honge Kanyaab’

- as visuals of Shiv Sena
members vandalising The
Habitat play up. Kamra
mentions Nathuram Godse
and self-proclaimed godman
Asaram to attack Sena
leaders who criticised and
threatened. As Kamra sings
‘hum honge kangal ek din,
man me hai andhvishwas,

desh ka satyanash’ (we will
be poor one day, there is
blind faith in the heart, the
country is heading towards
destruction ), visuals show
Sena workers throwing
chairs and vandalising
the property at Mumbai's
popular comedy club. He
introduced the song to the
audience as ‘another anthem
for Viksit Bharat’ before he
started his performance.
Kamra's latest video
comes just hours after the
Mumbai Police asked him
to appear for investigation
over a complaint lodged
in response to his joke

BIP plans ‘Saugat-e-Modi
for minority festivities

Agency: The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BIP) is
planning to launch the
“Saugat-e-Modi” campaign
to distribute special kits
to Muslims and other
minorities during the festive
seasons, with the opposition
calling the initiative a
poll gimmick. The party’s
Minority Mocha, as part
of the campaign, will
collaborate with mosques
to reach the needy people
nationwide. Through the
programme, which will
kick off from Nizamuddin
in Delhi on Tuesday,
the ruling party aims to
distribute kits to 32 lakh
underprivileged Muslims
across the country ahead
of Eid. For the scheme,
32,000 Minority Morcha
workers will collaborate
with 32,000 mosques
nationwide. Jamal Siddiqui,
chief of the BJP Minority
Morcha, outlined the
campaign’s broader vision,
stating that during the holy
month of Ramadan and
upcoming occasions like
Eid, Good Friday, Easter,
Nauruz, and the Indian
New Year, the Minority
Front will reach out to
those in need through the
“Saugat-e-Modi” campaign.

Eid Milan celebrations
will also be organised at
the district level, he added.
As part of the initiative,
kits will be distributed
containing essential items
such as food supplies,
vermicelli, dates, dry fruits,
and sugar. Additionally,
the kits will include
clothing, with women's
packages offering fabric
for suits and men's kits
featuring kurta-pyjamas.
Each kit is estimated to

cost between Rs 500 and
Rs 600, reported news
agency ANI citing sources.
With the announcement

of the scheme, the politics
heated up as the opposition
accused the BJP of playing
political gimmicks ahead of
elections in Bihar, where
Muslims constitute around
16-17% of the state’s

total electorate and are
particularly influential in
districts such as Kishanganj,
Araria, Katihar, Seemanchal
region, and parts of central
Bihar. “You see there is an
election in Bihar, they are
not giving ‘saugat’ kits, but
asking for votes through

it. If they had the wish to
give ‘saugat’ in Bihar, then
they should have given

the jobs to stop migration
from Bihar,” Congress MP
Ranjeet Rajan told news
agency PTI.

NDA ally and Union
minister Chirag Paswan,
however, backed the BJP's
initiative calling it the
outcome of PM Modi's
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas’ idea. “My PM
Narendra Modi ji believes
in ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas'. With this thought,
the central government
and the Bihar government
are working towards
development,” Paswan
said. Ex-Bihar CM Jitan
Ram Manjhi, who is
currently MSME minister
in Modi's Cabinet, said:
“The PM works in favour
of all Indians irrespective
of religion, caste. The
misconception about him
regarding the Muslim
community should also
be removed. He is for
everyone. Needy people
will be given the ‘saugat’.”

about Shinde. In a written
reply to the Mumbai
Police, filed through his
lawyer, Kamra sought one
week's time. A case was
registered by Maharashtra
Industrial Development
Corporation (MIDC ) police
against Kamra, which was
transferred to Khar police
for further investigation.
After the FIR, Kamra
said he would not apologise
for his controversial remarks.
“I will not apologise... I
don’t fear this mob and 1
will not be hiding under my
bed, waiting for this to die
down,” Kamra said in a post

on X. Meanwhile, Shiv Sena
leaders of the Eknath Shinde
camp continued to warn
Kamra, saying that he will
be dealt with in ‘Sena style’
if he refuses to apologise.
The entire rank and file

of the ruling coalition
condemned Kamra's
remarks. Shinde, in his first
reaction to the controversy,
reminded Kamra that there
is a limit to comedy. When
asked about the vandalism
by Sena workers who
targetted the Habitat, he
seemed to be on defensive
as he said, “action causes
reaction

the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) is set to
get Rs 6,897 crore. A new
jail will be constructed
on the outskirts of the
city to relocate Tihar Jail.
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In a move for animal
welfare, the government
will establish modern cow
shelters in Ghummanbhera,
allocating Rs 40 crore for
the project.
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Agency: Unruly scenes
were witnessed on the second
day of Budget session in
Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Monday as the Opposition
accused the Speaker of
“stifling” their voice. The
Congress legislators twice
walked out of the House
in protest against its MLA
Sukhpal Singh Khaira being
“denied” the opportunity to
speak. As soon as the zero
hour began, the issue of
Khaira not being given time to
speak escalated into a heated
argument between Speaker
Kultar Singh Sandhwan and
the Opposition benches. As the
disagreement intensified, the

Congress MLAs led by Leader
of the Opposition Partap Singh
Bajwa stormed the well of

the House before staging a
walkout. Later, during the
discussion on the Governor's
address, the Congress MLAs
again walked out of the House
for not letting Khaira speak.
Bajwa accused the Speaker

of allegedly “misusing” his
discretion to give time to the
Opposition members to speak.
As Khaira walked in to the
well of the House, accusing
the Speaker of stifling his
voice, he had to be literally
forced by his colleagues to
join the walkout before the
situation could turn worse.

How wife, mother-in-law Kkilled Bengaluru
realtor after ‘endless harassment’

Agency: The mystery
shrouding the death of
realtor, who was found dead
with stab injuries in the
neck on the outskirts of the
city on Saturday evening,
has been unravelled: His
wife and mother-in-law
were allegedly driven to
the act after enduring
endless harassment from
him. The accused, 19-year-
old Yashasvini Singh and
37-year-old Hema Bai,
have been arrested by
Soladevanahalli police. The
incident occurred at BGS
Layout near Bilijaji area in
north Bengaluru and the
deceased is 37-year-old
Loknath Singh, a resident
of Kannur Gate in Magadi
taluk of Ramanagara
district. Preliminary
investigation revealed
that Loknath was sedated
before murder. Loknath,
who had cheating cases
registered against him, had
married Yashasvini four
months ago despite her
parents’ opposition. He had
reportedly threatened and

blackmailed her family since
Sept 2023, coercing the
latter to accept his marriage
proposal. After marriage,
he started harassing her and
tortured her whenever she
refused to give in to his
physical demands. Already
on the edge, Yashasvini
could not tolerate his
wayward behaviour when
he demanded that she
convince her mother to
have a physical relationship
with him. Subsequently,
she left him and returned
to her parent’s house.
However, Loknath went
back to Yashasvini's house
and threatened her family,
including father Krishna
Singh, of dire consequences
if she did not return to stay
with him.

“That is when the
daughter-mother duo
decided to put an end to the
torture. They thought that’s
the only way to get rid of
Loknath. Knowing his vices,
they worked on a murder
plan and waited for the
right opportunity,” police

Medical colleges emerge as ragging hotspots

with 51 deaths in 3 years, reveals study

Agency: Fifty-one
ragging-related deaths were
reported from several Indian
universities and colleges
between 2022 & 2024, a
figure nearly matching the
student suicides in Kota,

a major coaching hub in
Rajasthan, during the same
period, according to a

new report. The ‘State of
Ragging in India 2022-

24’ report, published by
Society Against Violence in
Education, identified medical
colleges as “hotspots” for
ragging. Based on 3,156
complaints registered through
the national anti-ragging
helpline from 1,946 colleges,
the report highlighted key
trends, high-risk institutions,
and severity of ragging-
related incidents. “Medical

colleges are a particular area
of concern, accounting for
38.6% of total complaints,
35.4% of serious complaints,
and 45.1% of ragging-related
deaths during 2022-24,
despite making up for only
1.1% of total students. The
data also revealed that 51
lives were lost to ragging
during this period, nearly
matching the 57 student
suicides reported in Kota,”
the report said. Released

on Monday, the report
emphasised that medical
colleges report 30 times
more ragging incidents
relative to number of
students in these courses
compared to overall student
population. “It is not to say
that India registered just
3,156 ragging complaints

in three years, these are
just complaints registered
with national anti-ragging
helpline. There is a huge
number of complaints
registered directly to
colleges, and also directly
to the police,” the report
stated. “All such cases fail
to get reflected in numbers
available at the anti-ragging
helpline, and hence in

this report. To top it all,

India open to tariff cuts on US
imports worth $23 billion: Report

Agency: The government
is open to cutting tariffs on
more than half of US imports
worth $23 billion as part of
a trade deal being negotiated
between the two countries,
news agency Reuters reported,
citing two government sources.
This would be one of the
biggest tariff cuts in years,
aimed at preventing reciprocal
tariffs that could hurt exports.
The government is trying
to reduce the impact of US
President Donald Trump's
global reciprocal tariffs, which
are set to take effect from
April 2. These new tariffs
have disrupted markets and
created concerns among many
countries, including  some
of the US's Western allies.
According to an internal

analysis by India, the new US
tariffs could impact 87% of
Indian exports to the US, which
are worth around $66 billion,
two government officials told
Reuters. To avoid this impact,
India is open to lowering tariffs
on 55% of US imports that
are currently taxed between
5% and 30%, according to
sources. Some tariffs could
be reduced significantly,
while others may be removed
entirely. The proposal is still
under discussion, and Indian
government officials have not
made a final decision. Other
options being explored include
adjusting tariffs for specific
sectors instead of a broad tariff
cut and negotiating reductions
for selected products rather
than reducing tariffs across

multiple industries.

A US delegation, led by
Brendan Lynch, Assistant US
Trade Representative for South
and Central Asia, is scheduled
to visit India for trade talks
starting Tuesday. The Indian
government is trying to finalise
a deal before the US reciprocal
tariffs come into effect.
The United States and India
have a long history of trade
negotiations. The World Trade
Organisation data shows that
the average US trade-weighted
tariff is 2.2%, while India’s is
12%. The US has a $45.6 billion
trade deficit with India. During
Prime  Minister =~ Narendra
Modi's US visit in February,
both countries agreed to start
carly trade deal talks to resolve
their tariff disputes.

incidents of serious ragging
will still be much higher in
educational institutions as
a small number of victims
muster courage to come
forward, others just silently
suffer for fear of their
safety after making any
complaint,” it added. The
report recommended that
the helpline should accept
anonymous complaints to
protect victims’ identities.

said. On Saturday morning,
Loknath called Yashasvini
to inform that he’s coming
to meet her. Loknath left
home in his SUV around
10am after telling his

sister that he was heading
towards the city. The duo
prepared food and mixed it
with sleeping pills. Hoping
to party with Yashasvini,
Loknath had packed a few
beer bottles. After picking
Yashasvini and the food
brought by her, Loknath
drove to an isolated space
in BGS Layout. They drank
beer inside the vehicle.
While he got high on
alcohol, Yashasvini made
him consume the sedative-
laced food and, at the same
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time, shared her location
with her mother. When
Loknath started feeling
drowsy, Hema came with

a knife and stabbed him
twice in the neck. A shaken
Loknath tried to flee; he
ran for 150 metres and
tried to hide in a parked
autorickshaw. Passersby,
who reached the spot on
hearing his screams, found
him dead and alerted police.
Deputy commissioner of
police (North) Saidulu
Adavath said: “Yashasvini
was not willing to continue
the marital relationship. She
also got to know that he
had extra-marital affairs.
So they planned and killed
him.”

Sonu Sood wife Sonali, her sister
injured in Nagpur highway crash

Agency: Actor Sonu
Sood’s wife, Sonali (54),
and her sister, Sumita Salve
(55), were injured in a
serious car accident on the
Mumbai-Nagpur highway
late on Monday. The two
were traveling to home from
Nagpur airport after arriving
in the city, with Sonali’s
nephew driving the vehicle.
Their car collided with a
stationary truck. According
to the police, the accident
occurred on the Wardha
Road flyover within the
Sonegaon police station area
when their car collided with a
stationary truck from behind.
Both Sonali and Sumita were
hospitalised and are currently
under observation, while her
nephew was treated with
first aid and discharged, as
confirmed by Dr Abhijeet
Bhatkulkar of Max Hospital.

Last month, A court in Punjab
has issued an arrest warrant
against Bollywood actor

Sonu Sood in connection

with an alleged fraud case.
The warrant was issued by
Ludhiana Judicial Magistrate
Ramanpreet Kaur. The case
involves an alleged fraud

of Rs 10 lakh, filed by
Ludhiana-based lawyer Rajesh
Khanna against one Mohit
Shukla, in which Khanna
claimed he was deceived into
investing in a fake Rijika coin.
Sonu Sood was summoned to
appear before the court but
failed to do so, prompting

the issuance of the arrest
warrant. In its directive, the
Ludhiana court instructed the
officer in-charge of Oshiwara
Police Station, Andheri West,
Mumbai, to arrest Sonu Sood
and present him before the
court.

Ranya Rao confessed that hawala
money was used to purchase gold

Agency: Kannada
actor Ranya Rao, arrested
for her alleged role in
a gold smuggling case,
admitted during her bail
hearing that she transferred
money through hawala
for buying gold. The
argument was presented by
advocate Madhu Rao of
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI ), who
asserted that the accused
had admitted to the
financial transaction being
conducted via unofficial
means. Authorities have
issued a notice under
Section 108 to initiate a
judicial inquiry into the
matter. Officials clarified
that the proceedings are
part of a judicial probe and

not a police interrogation.
The investigation aims to
determine the extent of the
financial irregularities and
any potential violations of
the law.

Ranya Rao was arrested
at the Kempegowda
International Airport
in Bengaluru, where

authorities allegedly
confiscated gold bars worth
Rs 12.56 crore from the
actor. A subsequent search
of her residence reportedly
resulted in the seizure of
gold jewellery valued at

Rs 2.06 crore and Indian
currency amounting to Rs
2.67 crore.



