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Congress workers attempt to gherao
Odisha Assembly, police use water cannon

Agency: Tensions flared
in Odisha on Thursday as
Congress workers clashed
with police while marching
towards the Assembly
in protest against the
suspension of 14 party
MLAs and rising crime
against women in the
state. Speaker Surama
Padhy had suspended
the legislators earlier this
week for disrupting House
proceedings. Visuals from
the protest site showed
Congress workers throwing
chairs and attempting to
breach police barricades.
Security personnel,
equipped with protective
jackets, helmets, and
batons, tried to control
the situation. However,
as the demonstrators
persisted, police resorted to
water cannons to disperse
the crowd. Despite the
crackdown, Congress
workers continued their
protest, condemning what
they called an undemocratic
move by the Speaker.
Congress workers were in

small rallies, beating gongs
and displaying placards.
Police had on Tuesday
night entered the Odisha
Assembly Well to evict
Congress members who
were staging a protest
demanding a House
Committee to probe crimes
against women committed
after the BJP came to
power in the state last
year. Opposition members
claimed that police restricted
their movement outside
the Assembly premises

on Wednesday, further
intensifying the standoff.
Initially, 12 Congress MLAs
were suspended. Following
repeated disruptions and
adjournments, the Speaker
extended the suspension

to the remaining two party
legislators, barring them
for seven days. Earlier
today, MLAs of the Biju
Janata Dal (BID), led

by former Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, sprinkled
‘Ganga Jal’ in the Odisha
Assembly before attending
the proceedings, alleging

that the House had been
“spiritually polluted” by
the entry of policemen.
Led by opposition chief
whip Pramila Mallik, the
BJD lawmakers were seen
sprinkling ‘Ganga Jal' from
earthen pots with mango
leaves in every nook and
corner of the House. “We
sprinkled ‘Ganga Jal’ to
purify the Assembly. It has
been polluted as the Speaker
allowed the police to enter
the Well of the House,”
BJD member and former

minister Arun Kumar
Sahoo said. Meanwhile,
Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC)
president Bhakta Charan
Das urged party workers
to maintain peace, even if
they were detained by the
police, during its ‘Vidhan
Sabha gherao’ programme.
In view of Congress's
gherao programme, the
police have taken strict
security measures and
imposed traffic restrictions.
“A total of 80 platoons of

Whatever life 1s destined 1s destined:
Salman on death threats and security

Agency: “Jitni umar
likhi hai, utni likhi hai,” a
philosophical Salman Khan
said in his first comments
about death threats from the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang and
the heightened security that
has significantly restricted
his movements. The security
protocol has impacted his
daily routine, Khan told
reporters on Wednesday
night. “Bhagwan, Allah
sab unpar hai. Jitni umar
likhi hai, utni likhi hai.

Bas yahi hai. (It is up to
Bhagwan, Allah. Whatever
life is destined is destined.
That's all),” Khan said in
a rare interaction in which
he opened up about his
personal life and the many
challenges after the death
threats.

“I cannot do anything
about it (security ).
Khallas. So I go from

Galaxy (home ) to shoot

to Galaxy, no detours,” he
added. The 59-year-old
could earlier be seen cycling
around the city unhindered
by his security team. His
security concerns escalated
in 2018 when incarcerated
gangster Bishnoi openly
threatened to kill him
during a court appearance
in Jodhpur over the actor’s
involvement in the infamous
1998 blackbuck poaching
case. Since then, Khan has
faced multiple threats. In
April 2024, two shooters,
allegedly from the Bishnoi
gang, fired gunshots outside
his Bandra residence before
being arrested.

After this, security was
enhanced with bulletproof
glass protecting his balcony
and CCTV cameras keeping
watch on the road outside.
Two months later, Navi

Mumbeai Police claimed
to have discovered a plot
to kill the actor when he
travelled to his farmhouse
at Panvel near Mumbai.
Security around the actor
was further tightened
following the murder of
politician Baba Siddiqui,
who was known to be a
close friend of Salman,

in October 2024. Asked
about the elaborate security

6 feared dead after tourist submarine
carrying 44 sinks off Egypt coast

Agency: At least six
people are feared dead and
nine others injured after
a tourist submarine sank
near Hurghada, Egypt.
The incident occurred on
Thursday morning in the
Red Sea. Approximately
40 passengers were on
board. Around 29 people
were rescued, and the
injured, including four
critically hurt, were taken
to hospitals At least six
people are feared dead
and nine others injured
after a tourist submarine
sank off the coast of
Hurghada in Egypt's Red
Sea on Thursday morning,
as reported by the BBC.
Around 29 people were
rescued, while the injured,
including four in critical
condition, were taken to
hospitals. The submarine,
named Sindbad, went
down near the harbour
with over 40 passengers
on board. According to the
DailyMail, 21 ambulances
were dispatched to the
scene to transport the
injured due to the severity
of their conditions. The
44 passengers, described
as being of different
nationalities, were on a
trip to explore Egypt’s
coral reefs and tropical fish

before the vessel, which can
reportedly dive to depths of
72 feet, sank. According to
some reports, the submarine

was carrying 45 passengers,
all of whom were Russian,
including some minors. The
Sindbad submarine had
been in operation for years
allowing tourists the chance
to dive 25 metres (82 feet)
beneath the sea to explore
500 metres of coral reef
and its marine life. As per
its website, the vessel is one
of only 14 real recreational
submarines worldwide.

The submarine, designed

in Finland, can carry 44
passengers and two crew
members. Tickets for the
experience are priced at
$69 for adults and $33 for
children, while infants can
board for free. The cause
of the sinking is currently

under investigation. This is
not the incident involving
tourist boats in Egypt,

in November last year a
tourist yacht also carrying
44 passengers sank in

the Red Sea near Marsa
Alam, Egypt. Investigations
suggested that the yacht
capsized after being struck
by a large wave. Governor
Amr Hanafy confirmed that
at the time 28 passengers
were rescued, with some
airlifted for medical
treatment. Survivors, with
minor injuries, were taken
to a nearby hotel. Three
bodies were later recovered.
The yacht, Sea Story, had
13 Egyptians, including
crew members, and 31
foreign nationals on board.
Despite warnings of rough
seas, the yacht had departed
on a five-day journey.

around him, Khan said,
“You guys are sweet; that’s
why they are sweet to you.
I don’t wish for them to

be sweet with those people
who are not sweet.” “Tt’s
not when I'm with the
press, but when I'm without
the press. This (security)
cramps my style,” Khan
said in the interaction ahead
of the release of his film
“Sikander” this Sunday.

L

police forces have been
deployed, including 10
platoons comprising women
personnel, on all roads
leading to the assembly.
We will also deploy the
Odisha Swift Action Force,
which is used for tackling
riots,” news agency PTI
quoted Bhubaneswar DCP
Jagmohan Meena as saying.
AICC in-charge of Odisha,
Ajay Kumar Lallu, said
party workers were being
detained and preventive
arrests were being made.
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‘Now it s our turn’: Putin to visit India
soon, first since start of Ukraine war

Agency: Russia
confirmed on Thursday
that President Vladimir
Putin would visit India soon
following an invitation from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during his visit to
Moscow last year. This will
be the first visit by Putin,
who has cultivated close ties
with PM Modi, since the
war with Ukraine broke out
in 2022. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov said
preparations were underway
for Putin’s visit to India,
even though he didn’t
give any specific dates.
“President Vladimir Putin
has accepted an invitation
to visit from the Indian
head of government,”
Lavrov said. Noting that
PM Modi chose Russia
for his first foreign visit
after being re-elected for
a third term, Lavrov said,
“Now it’s our turn.” The
two leaders are expected
to discuss the Ukraine war
as well as the geopolitical
upheaval following Donald
Trump taking over as
US President. India has
maintained a neutral stance
on the Ukraine conflict,
even though PM Modi has

repeatedly told Putin that
it was not the era of war.
India has also abstained
from resolutions passed

by the United Nations
condemning Russia and
has refrained from publicly
criticising Putin. In fact,
PM Modi was one of the
few leaders in 2024 to visit
both Moscow and Kyiv to
meet Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

The Prime Minister also
travelled to Russia’s Kazan
in October for the BRICS
Summit. During his visit

to Moscow for the 22nd
Russia-India summit, PM
Modi's bonhomie with Putin
grabbed the attention. The
two leaders shared a warm

hug followed by a firm
handshake as PM Modi
arrived at Putin’s residence.
Videos of Modi and Putin
chatting over tea, watching
a horse show, and the
Russian President driving
the Prime Minister around
his residence in a golf cart
went viral on social media.
India has a decades-long
alliance with Russia, which
has become a key supplier
of defence equipment over
the years. Moreover, Russia,
facing western sanctions
over the Ukraine war, has
offered India discounted
oil. During PM Modi'’s visit
last year, the two countries
agreed to double bilateral
trade to USD 100 billion.

Darkest political biack comedy: Stalin
slams Yogi Adityanath amid language row

Agency: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Thursday lashed
out at his Uttar Pradesh
counterpart Yogi Adityanath
on the language row,
dubbing his remarks as
“political black comedy”
and said his state was
not opposing a language,
but its “imposition and
chauvinism”. He claimed
Tamil Nadu's fair and firm
voice on the two language
policy and fair delimitation
“is echoing nationwide-
and the BJP is clearly
rattled.” “And now Hon'ble
Yogi Adityanath wants to
lecture us on hate ? Spare
us. This isn't irony- it’s
political black comedy at its
darkest. We don’t oppose
any language; we oppose
imposition and chauvinism,”
Stalin said in a post on ‘X.’
“This isn't riot-for-votes
politics. This is a battle
for dignity and justice,” he

Ny

added.

Stalin was reacting to
Yogi's reported allegations
that the DMK government
was indulging in divisive
tactics by using language
issue. BJP state president
K Annamalai lashed out
at Stalin, the ruling DMK
president. “The whole
country now knows that

Chief Justice to consider demand

Agency: Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna
assured the bar associations
that their demand for the
withdrawal of the transfer
of Justice Yashwant Varma,
in whose residence a huge
amount of cash was found,
would be considered. The
development came after
the presidents of six bar
associations met the CJI on
Thursday. “The CJT assured
us to consider our demand
over Justice Yashwant
Varma's transfer,” said
Allahabad Bar Association
chief Anil Tiwari. The
chiefs of the bar bodies
said the CJI told them that
even after the transfer to
Allahabad High Court,
judicial work would remain

L ol

of bar bodies on judge’s transfer

withdrawn from Justice
Varma. Following the
recovery of the cash pile
from his residence during a
fire incident, Justice Varma
was repatriated from the
Delhi High Court to the
Allahabad High Court. The
Delhi High Court registry
also withdrew judicial
work assigned to Justice
Varma. by the Allahahad
Bar Association, which
started an indefinite strike.
The association said it
would not tolerate judges
facing corruption charges.
After the CJI's assurance
on Thursday, the bar body
said it would reconsider
continuing with the strike.
In its memorandum to

the CJI, the bar bodies

said corruption should

be eradicated from the
judiciary and urged the

ClJI to set the criminal

law in motion in the case.
The bar associations also
questioned why no FIR

was registered despite the
incident taking place on
March 14. They said that

if their demands were not
met, bar associations of high
courts across the country
would stage sit-in protests.
Earlier this week, the CJI
constituted a three-member
panel to carry out a detailed
probe into the incident that
has sent shockwaves in

legal circles. Justice Varma,
however, has dismissed the
charges, claiming he was
being “defamed in the press”

the Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu'’s family owns private
schools that teach three
languages & more but
opposes the same policy
for the state’s Government
school students...” he
claimed. “TN CM thinks
that the orchestrated drama
by his partymen in pockets
here and there reflects the

voice of entire TN. It is also
unfortunate that you haven't
realised that your attempts
to divert people’s attention
to insignificant matters have
been exposed. Live in your
blissful world of ignorance,
Thiru @mkstalin. We will
not disturb you,” he said in
the post on ‘X,’ responding
to Stalin’s criticism.

Houston University’s Lived
Hindu Religion course
sparks big row in US

Agency: The content of
a course on Hindu religion
offered by the University
of Houston has sparked
a controversy, with an
Indian-American student
and activist accusing it of
being “Hinduphobic” and
“distorting India’s political
landscape”. The American
university has said it was
“reviewing the concerns
raised” by the student. Only
on Wednesday, India strongly
rejected a report by the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) that said “attacks
and discrimination against
religious minorities continued
to rise”. It is this kind of
longstanding academic
discourse that ultimately
leads to such a false narrative
and branding of India. The
controversy is over the
University of Houston’s
Lived Hindu Religion course,
which is offered to students
online. The video lectures
are delivered by Professor
Aaron Michael Ullrey
weekly. Vasant Bhatt, a
political science major at the
University of Houston and
Hindu-American activist,
has complained to the dean
of the university’s College
of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences under which the

course -- Lived Hindu
Religion -- is offered.
“Hinduism, according to
Professor Ullrey, was not

an ancient, lived tradition
but a colonial construct, a
political tool weaponised by
Hindu nationalists, and a
system of oppression against
minorities,” Bhatt told India
Today Digital. Bhatt shared
a quote from the syllabus
which says, “The word
‘Hindu’ is recent, not found
in scriptures. Hindutva, or
‘Hindu-ness’, is a term that
Hindu nationalists, those
who believe Hinduism
should be the official religion
of India, use to designate
their religion and denigrate
others, namely Islam”. In his
recorded lecture on “political
Hinduism”, Professor Ullrey
refers to India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as

a “Hindu fundamentalist”.
“The professor repeatedly
implies that India is a Hindu
nationalist state actively
oppressing minorities,”

said Bhatt. Sharing Bhatt’s
experience, Hindu on
Campus, a student-led
platform for diaspora Hindus
fighting Hinduphobia, said:
“Political disagreements are
welcomed but fabricating
extremism under the basis of
Hindu identity is not”.



