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Huge earthquake topples buildings in Myanmar, Thailand; several killed

Agency: Two back-
to-back earthquakes of
magnitudes 7.7 and 6.4
struck Myanmar on Friday,
with strong tremors in
Thailand’s capital, Bangkok,
flattening a high-rise and
prompting the government
to declare an emergency and
shut down metro and rail
services. Strong aftershocks
were also felt in Meghalaya
and several northeastern
states, Bangladesh, and
China’s southwest Yunnan
province. Such was the
impact of the earthquake
that a high-rise collapsed
in Chatuchak district in
Bangkok, around 900
km away, killing three
labourers. Several are still
trapped. The tremors forced
people to run out of their
homes, and sent water
sloshing out of pools from

high-rises. In Myanmar,
three people died after a
mosque partially collapsed.
The iconic 90-year-old
Ava Bridge in Myanmar's
Mandalay also crumbled
into the Irrawaddy River
due to the massive quake,
whose epicentre was near
Sagaing. Social media posts
showed collapsed buildings,
religious shrines and debris
strewn across the streets of
Mandalay. Several roads
also developed cracks in
the capital Naypyidaw. “I
witnessed a five-storey
building collapse in front
of my eyes. Everyone in
my town is out on the road
and no one dares to go
back inside buildings,” an
eyewitness told Reuters.

In Bangkok, several
buildings were evacuated
and businesses closed for

a4 D0

the day. However, there
were no immediate reports
of casualties in the Thai
capital. Bangkok went into
lockdown as the government
closed metro services,
airport and subways. The
Stock Exchange of Thailand
also suspended all trading
activities. “T was sleeping

in the house, and then I

ran as far as I could in

my pyjamas out of the
building,” a resident of

Thailand’s Chiang Mai
told AFP. A tourist from
Scotland who was in one of
Bangkok's malls said there
was screaming and a lot of
panic as the building started
to move. “All of a sudden,
the whole building began

to move. There was a lot of
screaming, a lot of panic,
people running the wrong
way down the escalators,
lots of banging and crashing
inside the mall,” he told

Vehicles torched as pro-monarchists clash
with cops m Nepal, curfew 1n 3 areas

Agency: Clashes broke
out in Kathmandu on Friday
between Nepalese security
forces and pro-monarchy
activists demanding the
restoration of the monarchy
and the Hindu Kingdom
status. Several police
personnel were injured in
the violence, which left
the city on edge. Several
houses, other buildings
and vehicles were set
on fire as police fired
multiple rounds of tear
gas and rubber bullets to
control the situation. A
curfew has been imposed
in Tinkune, Sinamangal,
and Koteshwor areas.
According to local media,
the situation escalated when
the protesters attempted
to breach the designated
security cordon, throwing
stones at police. In response,
security forces fired tear gas
to disperse the crowd.

During the clash,
protesters set fire to
a business complex, a
shopping mall, a political
party headquarters, and
a media house building,
leaving over a dozen police
officials injured. The

pro-monarchy Rastriya
Prajatantra Party (RPP)
and other groups joined
the protest. Thousands
of monarchists, waving
Nepal’s national flags and
holding pictures of former
King Gyanendra Shah,
gathered in the Tinkune
area, chanting slogans
such as “Raja aau, desh
bachau” (Let the King
come to save the country ),
“Down with the corrupt
government,” and “We
want monarchy back,”
as they demanded the
restoration of the monarchy
in Nepal. Hundreds of
riot police personnel have
been deployed across
Kathmandu, and several
youths have been detained
for defying restrictions.
Nepal abolished its
240-year-old monarchy
in 2008 through a
parliamentary declaration,
transforming the former
Hindu kingdom into a
secular, federal, democratic
republic. Calls for the
restoration of the monarchy
have resurfaced after the
former king appealed for
public support in a video

message broadcast on
Democracy Day, February
19. Earlier this month,
when Gyanendra landed at
the Tribhuvan International
Airport after visiting
religious places in different
parts of the country, serval
pro-monarchy activists
held a rally in support of
him. The protesters were
heard shouting slogans like
“Come back king, save
the country”, “we want
monarchy”, and “vacate
the royal palace for the
king”. Some supporters
had displayed photographs
of Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
alongside Gyanendra's.
Political experts believe
that a strong movement
in favour of restoring

Solar Eclipse on March 29, 2025

Agency: On March 29,
2025, partial solar eclipse is
going to take place. This Solar
Eclipse will be happening in
Pisces zodiac sign. This is the
day when Saturn will also
change its position and will
move in Pisces sign. This will
be a rare spectacular moment
to witness but people who live
in India, would not be able
to witness this Solar Eclipse.
We are going to give you the
details about its impacts on
each zodiac sign.

Aries: Stress, financial
difficulties, and health issues
could result from this eclipse.
Steer clear of large investments
and drive carefully. This eclipse
signifies a critical time for self-
discovery and self-reinvention.
Accept fresh starts and boldly
express your desires.

Taurus: Expect minor
setbacks in your business or
job, but you may overcome
them with perseverance and
realistic thinking. Relationships
may see slight fluctuations.

A period for reflection and
reevaluating one’s objectives.
Think back on your goals and
think about modifying them to
fit your actual course.

Gemini: Business and
career advancement could
result from this eclipse,
particularly for creatives
and entrepreneurs. During
this time, social ties are
emphasized. Participate in your
neighborhood and look into
fresh networking opportunities
that might result in personal
development.

Cancer: You have

fantastic chances in both your
personal and professional life.
This is an excellent moment

if you're thinking about
changing jobs or taking on
new initiatives. Opportunities
for breakthroughs and career
advancements exist. Prioritize
your career growth while
remaining receptive to any new
chances that may present itself.

Leo: Relationship problems,
money losses, and unstable
employment are all possible
outcomes of this eclipse.
Refrain from making snap
decisions. A vitality inspires
you to go on new experiences.
Accept change and look for
opportunities to expand your
horizons.

Virgo: Particularly for job
seekers, the eclipse will have
little effect on professional
prospects and review your
objectives and think about
altering your current course.
Make the most of current
moment by organizing and
planning for future success.

Libra: Anticipate
improvements in relationships
and love. You might run
into someone wonderful if
you're single. There will be
more passion and closeness
between married couples.

Pay attention to striking a
balance between your personal
demands and relationships.
Your relationships may become
clearer during this time, and
you may develop more positive
dynamics.

Scorpio: There will be little
adjustments to life. However,
seize any fresh possibilities that

present themselves because
they might prove useful in the
future. Consider your regular
routines and habits. Make
adjustments that will improve
your health and well-being.

Sagittarius: You can
experience difficulties at work
and financial difficulty. The
secret to conquering these
obstacles is patience. Take
up new interests and creative
endeavors. Now is a good
moment to express yourself
and follow your hobbies.

Capricorn: Be prepared
for adjustments in both your
personal and professional life,
such as new duties or financial
concerns. Before investing,
give it careful thought.
Examine your emotional
underpinnings and think about
adjusting them to improve your
feeling of security and stability.

Aquarius: This eclipse
will improve your personal
and professional life by
bringing about favorable
changes and new energy.
Make the appropriate choices
when they are needed. Use
effective communication to
forge new connections and
seize possibilities. Share your
thoughts and participate in deep
discussions.

Pisces: This is an excellent
period for introspection because
it may bring about some small
changes in one's personal life.
It is possible to advance in
your career, but patience is
required. Rethink material and
self-worth. Prioritize personal
growth and financial planning
to create a more secure future.

the Hindu monarchy is
gaining momentum in
Nepal. One of the key
reasons behind this pro-
monarchy sentiment is
public frustration over
rampant corruption and
economic decline. While
the king was once seen

as a symbol of power

and stability, Nepal has
struggled to maintain that
stability since transitioning
to a republic in 2008.
Over the past 16 years, the
country has witnessed 13
different governments. Pro-
monarchy activists claimed
that nearly 4 lakh people
gathered to welcome former
King Gyanendra on March
9, while news agencies
estimated the turnout to be
around 10,000.

AP. Territying videos that
flooded X showed buildings
and malls shaking violently
and people running out onto
the streets in panic. Another
video showed water from an
infinity pool splashing over
the edge of a skyscraper.
Another showed an under-
construction high-rise
collapsing entirely, leaving

a massive plume of smoke.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said he was concerned
by the situation in Myanmar
and Thailand and offered
India’s assistance. “Praying
for the safety and wellbeing
of everyone. India stands
ready to offer all possible
assistance. In this regard,
we asked our authorities to

be on standby. Also, asked
the MEA to remain in touch
with the governments of
Myanmar and Thailand,”
PM Modi tweeted.
Earthquakes are relatively
common in Myanmar, which
is situated near the Sagaing
Fault, which runs north to
south through the centre of
the country, according to

the United States Geological

Survey (USGS). In 2016,
a powerful 6.8-magnitude
earthquake struck Bagan in
central Myanmar, killing
three people and injuring
several people. The nation,
neighbouring India, which
is in the midst of a civil
war, has a strained medical
system.

2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly Election to be
direct fight between DMK, TVK: Vijay

Agency: Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
Chief Vijay in his speech
at the party’s first general
body meeting, launched
direct attacks on Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK ) and the BIJP, while
declaring the 2026 Tamil
Nadu elections a direct
battle between the TVK and
DMK.

“What is politics ?”
Vijay questioned.”Ts it
to believe that everyone
should live well, or is it to
think that only one family
should live well ?” He
accused the ruling DMK
of obstructing his party’s
events and meetings. “We
have overcome all barriers
to meet with our cadre.

We will keep meeting our
cadres, overcoming all
barriers.” In a sharp critique
of Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin, Vijay
directly named him for

the first time. “Honorable
Muthuvel Karunanidhi
Stalin, it’s not enough to
have bravery in your name.
You should also show it in
your work.” He went on to
call the DMK government

“no less than a fascist
government."

Vijay also hit out at
the state’s law and order
situation. “There is no law
and order in the state. There
is ample corruption. If you
had run the government
well, women should
have had protection. We
cannot even speak of the
terrible things happening to
women. And you proudly
say everyone calls you
‘Appa’ ?” Taking on the
BJP-led central government,
Vijay accused it of secretly
aiding the DMK. “For
votes, the DMK is taking
Congress’ side during
elections. For scams, DMK
is secretly taking BJP's
side.”

He questioned the BJP's
treatment of Tamil Nadu:
“Why ji, do you have an
allergy to Tamil Nadu ?
You take the state’s GST,
but you won't give funds
to Tamil Nadu. You are not
giving funds for education
but imposing a three-
language policy.” He also
addressed concerns over
delimitation, warning the
BJP, “Under the name of

Government approves Justice Varma’s
transfer to Allahabad High Court

Agency: The government
on Friday approved
Delhi High Court Justice
Yashwant Varma's transfer
to his parent Allahabad High
Court in the cash overhaul
case. He has been directed
to assume his position and
take charge at the High
Court in Uttar Pradesh.
This came a day after the
government said it was
reviewing Justice Varma's
matter and would be taking
a decision on his transfer in
a day or two. Additionally,
the Centre also approved the
Supreme Court Collegium
recommendation of the
repatriation of another Delhi
High Court judge, Justice
Chandra Dhari Singh, to
the Allahabad High Court,
which had been pending
for months. In November
2024, the Supreme Court

Collegium led by Chief
Justice of India Sanjeev
Khanna, and also comprising
Justiced BR Gavai and
Suryakant, recommended
Justice Singh’s repatriation
to his parent court. Both,
Justice Chandra Dhari
Singh and Justice Yashwant
Sharma, were transferred
to the Delhi High Court in
October 2021. Following
the recovery of the cash
pile from his residence
during a fire incident

last week, the Collegium
recommended Justice
Varma's repatriation from
the Delhi High Court to
the Allahabad High Court.
The Delhi High Court
registry also withdrew
judicial work assigned to
Justice Varma. However,
the decision of the Supreme
Court Collegium was

met with protests by the
Allahahad Bar Association,
which started an indefinite
strike. The association

said it would not tolerate
judges facing corruption
charges. Several other Bar
associations supported the
Allahabad body’s protest,
urging the CJI to withdraw
Justice Varma's transfer
recommendations. They said
that if their demands were
not met, bar associations
of high courts across the
country would stage sit-in
protests. Earlier this week,
the CJI constituted a three-
member panel to carry

out a detailed probe into
the incident that has sent
shockwaves in legal circles.
Justice Varma, however,
dismissed the charges,
claiming he was being
“defamed in the press”.

FIR lodged against former Delhi CM
Kejriwal for ‘defacing’ public property

Agency: Delhi Police
have lodged an FIR against
former Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and others
for allegedly violating the
Public Property Act by
putting up large hoardings
in the National Capital. The
case pertains to a complaint
filed in 2019, claiming that
Kejriwal, along with other
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leaders, had “misused”
public funds by installing

large hoardings in the
Dwarka area of the city. The
complaint was filed by one
Shiv Kumar Saxena, who
alleged that large hoardings
featuring AAP’s Kejriwal,
Gulab Singh and others were
unlawfully put up in various
public spaces across Dwarka.
The banners, he claimed,
violated the Delhi Prevention
of Defacement of Property
Act, 2007. Some of these
posters advertised Delhi

Government initiatives, while
others extended greetings for
religious festivals, featuring
multiple political figures,
including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other
BJP leaders. Initially, a
status report filed in 2022
by the Dwarka South Police
Station had concluded that
no hoardings were found at
the locations mentioned in
the complaint at the time of
the investigation.

delimitation, you are taking
away the seats of Tamil
Nadu. We knew your

plan and which direction
you wanted to take the
state, Modi sir, when you
brought the One Nation
One Election plan. Handle
Tamil Nadu carefully,
Modi sir. Tamil Nadu is a
state that gave a raw deal
to many. Be careful. Don't
forget.”

Vijay said, “The
fundamental strength of
politics is uncompromising
principles and ideologies.
Periyar’s social
justice, Kamarajar's
honest administration,
Ambedkar’s equal justice

and equal opportunity,
Velu Nachiyar’s social
inclusivity and communal
harmony, and fighting
for water resources, are
reasons for choosing them
as our party ideologues and
policy leaders.” “Next year,
we will see an election that
has never been seen before.
This is an election between
only two, TVK vs DMK.
Who can stop wind, rain,
sun, nature ? All these are
formed by God. Likewise,
the politics for my people
can't be stopped,” he said.
Asserting that “Victory
is certain,” Vijay positioned
TVK as the main opposition
to the ruling DMK.

Salary boost for central
government employees,
DA hiked by 2%

Agency: The Union
Cabinet has approved a
2% increase in Dearness
Allowance (DA) for
central government
employees. With this
revision, DA will rise from
53% to 55%, offering a
salary boost to employees.
The last DA increase took
place in July 2024, when
it was raised from 50% to
53%. Dearness Allowance
(DA) is an allowance
given to government
employees to help them
cope with rising inflation.
It is meant to ensure that
salaries do not lose their
value due to increased
living costs. While basic
salaries are set by the
Pay Commission every
10 years, DA is adjusted
periodically to keep up
with inflation.

The increase in DA
will benefit central
government employees,
pensioners, and family
pensioners. It was earlier
reported that the central

government is likely to
announce an increase in
dearness allowance (DA)
and dearness relief (DR )
ahead of Holi. According
to several media reports, a
hike of 2% was expected,
which would benefit both
employees and pensioners.
The increase in DA aims
to help them cope with
inflationary pressures and
enhance their monthly
income, thus offering them
financial stability and
relief.

DA rates are determined
based on the All India
Consumer Price Index
for Industrial Workers
(AICPI-IW ) data. The
government assesses the
past six months’ figures
before deciding on any
revision. However, the
final decision on the DA
hike will be confirmed
after a Cabinet meeting
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Employees
and pensioners can expect
updates soon.



