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Over 1,000 killed in Myanmar, Thailand
quakes; India

L

powerful 7.7 magnitude
earthquake struck
Myanmar, rescuers in
Mandalay, the country’s
second-largest city and the
epicentre of the quake, are
working tirelessly with their
bare hands, desperately
searching for survivors
amid the rubble. Myanmar
state media has reported
over 1,000 deaths, while

a US agency has warned
that the toll could surpass
10,000. The quake was

so powerful that even
Bangkok, located 900
kilometres away, felt its
impact, causing the collapse
of several iconic structures
and bridges. Strong tremors
were also felt in parts of
India, including Meghalaya
and Manipur, as well as in
Bangladesh, particularly in
Dhaka and Chattogram, and
in China.

Myanmar's state media
on Friday announced that
the death toll has jumped
to 1,002 while 2,376
have been injured after
yesterday’s earthquake.
Rescue operations are in full
swing across several areas,
but many locations remain
inaccessible due to damaged
roads and bridges.

Harrowing details of the
devastation are emerging as
survivors recount their tales
of horror from yesterday's

incident. One survivor from
Myanmar told the BBC how
he was pulled out of the
rubble after the earthquake
struck while he was in the
washroom. As he and others
rushed for shelter in another
building, another earthquake
hit, causing that building

to collapse as well. He said
his grandmother, aunt, and
uncles are still missing,
adding that their chances of
survival are zero.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Min Aung
Hlaing, the head of the
military-led government in
Myanmar, and said India
stands in solidarity with
the country in dealing with
the devastation . “Spoke
with Senior General HE.
Min Aung Hlaing of
Myanmar. Conveyed our
deep condolences at the loss
of lives in the devastating
earthquake. As a close
friend and neighbour, India
stands in solidarity with the
people of Myanmar in this
difficult hour,” he tweeted.
After Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
India’s readiness to assist,
India dispatched 15
tonnes of relief materials,
including solar lamps, food
packets, and kitchen sets,
to Myanmar on an Air
Force aircraft. A team of 80
NDREF rescuers, equipped
with specialised gear

Noida man finds love on dating
app, ends up losing Rs 6.5 crore

Agency: A man in Noida
was cheated out of Rs 6.5
crore after a woman he met
on an online dating app
deceived him into investing
in an online trading app.
Daljit Singh, a businessman
residing in Noida's Sector
36, and the owner of a
Delhi-based company, filed
a complaint with the Cyber
Crime Police on Wednesday,
alleging that the woman
lured him by claiming
that he could earn profits
even without any previous
experience. According to
Daljit’s complaint, he met the
woman, Anita Chauhan on a
dating app back in December
2024. After persuading him to
invest in the trading website,
the man said that he had
booked Rs 24,000 in profits
on an initial investment of
Rs 3.2 lakh. Encouraged by
this, Daljit claimed that he
had transferred Rs 6.52 crore
to multiple bank accounts,
some of which were taken
as a loan. However, the

problem started when he
tried withdrawing his funds
from the trading platforms,
SpreadMKT and Sprecdex.
cc. Daljit turned suspicious
when the trading platform
demanded 30 per cent
security fee and an additional
exchange service fee of Rs 61
lakh. Daljit further expressed
concerns over the safety of
him and his mother as he said
that his bank accounts were
compromised, fearing that the
information might have fallen
into the wrong hands. Urging
the police to take immediate
action, Daljit provided details
of all his transactions and the
contact information of the
accused, Anita. He also shared
additional information about
the trading websites where he
had invested in a bid to assist
in the ongoing probe.

aids with

(Thailand

and search canines, also
departed for Naypyidaw,
External Affairs Minister

S Jaishankar said while
sharing details of Operation
Brahma. Additionally,
Indian Navy ships INS
Satpura and INS Savitri,
carrying 40 tonnes of
humanitarian aid, are en
route to the port of Yangon,
he added. In Thailand, nine
people have been killed -
all in Bangkok - after a
skyscraper collapsed during
the tremors. Bangkok
authorities reported
receiving 2,000 complaints
of structural cracks in
buildings across the city.

In a statement, Bangkok
Governor Chadchart
Sittipunt said, “Despite the
collapse of one under-
construction building, no
completed buildings have
suffered structural failure”.
The Thai government

has declared a state of

emergency in Bangkok as
rescue operations continue.
Over 40 people are still
believed to be trapped
under the rubble in the
city. Giving an update

on the rescue operations,
Bangkok governor said

that the rescue team had
detected “vital signs from
15 individuals still trapped.”
“No delays, no stops —
every second counts in
saving lives,” Chadchart
Sittipunt said. Amid Donald
Trump’s announcement

of cuts to USAID, the US
President vowed to send
assistance to earthquake-hit
Myanmar. The budget cuts
have stalled humanitarian
work worldwide. USAID
has historically played a
key role in disaster relief
efforts. The Southeast
Asian bloc Asean also
pledged assistance for

More trouble for Kunal
Kamra, 3 cases filed
against him in Mumbai

Agency: Three separate
cases have been filed against
stand-up comedian Kunal
Kamra at Khar police
station over his alleged
controversial remarks about
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde. One
of the complaints was filed
by the Mayor of Jalgaon
city, while the other two
complaints came from a
hotelier and a businessman
from Nashik, as per the
Mumbai Police. The Khar
police called Kamra twice
for questioning, but he
has not yet appeared for
the investigation. Earlier,
the Madras High Court
on Friday granted interim
anticipatory bail to Kunal
Kamra in connection with
multiple FIRs lodged against
him. Justice Sunder Mohan
ordered interim anticipatory
bail until April 7 with
conditions. Kunal Kamra
had approached the Madras

Delta flight near-miss collision with US

Air Force jet at Washington airport

Agency: On Friday, Delta
Flight 2389, an Airbus A319
en route to Minneapolis,
was cleared for takeoff
around 3:15 p.m. ET (1915
GMT). Meanwhile, four
US Air Force T-38 Talons
were inbound for a flyover
at nearby Arlington National
Cemetery, the FAA reported.
The Delta jet received a
cockpit collision warning,
alerting the flight crew
that another aircraft was in
close proximity. Air traffic
controllers issued corrective
instructions to both aircraft
to avoid a potential collision.

The incident follows a deadly
mid-air collision on January
29 near the same airport,
involving a passenger jet and
a US Army helicopter, which
tragically killed 67 people.
This marked the first deadly
US passenger airline crash in
16 years. A series of alarming
near-miss incidents over the
past two years has raised
serious concerns about U.S.
aviation safety and the strain
on understaffed air traffic
control operations. Delta,
which had five crew members
and 131 passengers on board,
stated that the flight crew

followed standard procedures
to maneuver the aircraft

as instructed. The Federal
Aviation Administration said
it will investigate a close

call that occurred on Friday
between a Delta Air Lines
flight and a US Air Force

jet near Reagan Washington
National Airport. The
incident follows a mid-air
collision on January 29 near
the same airport involving

a passenger jet and a U.S.
Army helicopter, which killed
67 in the first deadly US
passenger airline crash in 16
years. A series of troubling

High Court to seek transit
anticipatory bail, claiming
he has been receiving

many threats following his
recent satirical comments.
On March 27, the Mumbai
police asked the comedian
to appear on March 31

at Khar police station for
further questioning in

the case. This is the third
summon issued to Kamra

in the case filed by Shiv
Sena MLA Murji Patel at
the Khar police station.

He has failed to appear
before the police in the first
two summons. Earlier on
Thursday, Kunal Kamra
criticised the mainstream
media, accusing it of serving
as a mouthpiece for the
ruling party. Kamra labelled
the media as “vultures” and
expressed his disdain for the
media’s role in perpetuating
misinformation and
distracting from pressing
issues.

near-miss incidents over the
past two years has raised
concerns about U.S. aviation
safety and the strain on
understaffed air traffic control
operations. The Pentagon said
it was aware of reports about
Friday's incident but did not
have an immediate comment.
Delta, which said there were
five crew members and 131
passengers on board, said
“the flight crew followed
procedures to maneuver the
aircraft as instructed... We
will cooperate with regulators
and aviation stakeholders in
any review of this flight.”
CNN, citing audio captured
by website LiveATC.net,
reported the Delta pilot asked
controllers if there was “an

Opera

Myanmar. “ASEAN affirms
its solidarity and will

work closely to coordinate
humanitarian assistance,
support and facilitate

relief operations, and
ensure timely and effective
humanitarian response,”

the multilateral body said
in a joint statement. The
United States Geological
Survey (USGS) on Friday
warned that the earthquake
may have caused “high
casualties and extensive
damage,” with the death
toll potentially exceeding
10,000. Myanmar, a
country ravaged by years
of civil war, is facing an
acute power and water crisis
following the earthquake.
In a rare global appeal,
Myanmar’s junta chief, Min
Aung Hlaing, has requested
assistance. “T would like

to invite any country, any

tion Brahma

organisation, or anyone in
Myanmar to come and help.
Thank you,” he said, adding
that he has opened all doors
for foreign aid. China and
Russia have already sent

aid and rescue teams to
Myanmar.

Meanwhile, a fresh
earthquake struck
Myanmar'’s capital,
Naypyidaw, which was
already reeling from
Friday's quakes. The new
tremors occurred around
2.50 pm, but the extent
of the damage remains
unclear. Experts pointed
out that Myanmar is more
prone to earthquakes as it
sits on the active Sagaing
fault line, which has a
history of powerful quakes,
including a 7.7-magnitude
earthquake in 1946 and a
6.8-magnitude earthquake
in 2012.
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Justice Nirmal Yadav
acquitted in 2008 ‘cash
at judge’s door’ case

Agency: A CBI court in
Chandigarh has acquitted
retired Justice Nirmal Yadav
and three others in the 2008
“cash at judge’s door” case,
citing the prosecution’s
failure to prove charges
against them. The other
acquitted individuals include
hotelier Ravinder Singh,
Rajiv Gupta, and Nirmal
Singh. One of the accused,
Sanjiv Bansal, the former
Additional Advocate General
of Haryana, passed away
during the trial. The case
originated in 2008 when a
bag containing Rs 15 lakh
was mistakenly delivered
to the residence of Justice
Nirmaljit Kaur, another
sitting judge of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court.
Amrik Singh, a peon at
Justice Kaur's residence, told
the police that on August
13, 2008, around 8.30 pm,
Parkash Ram arrived at
Justice Kaur’s house with
a plastic bag. He informed
Amrik Singh that “papers
had come from Delhi
for Justice Kaur”. Amrik
Singh took the bag inside,
and upon Justice Kaur's
instructions, he opened it to
find currency notes inside.
The police were called, and
they took Parkash Ram and
the bag full of cash into
custody. The Chandigarh
Police registered an FIR on
August 16, 2008. Later, the
Chandigarh Administration
transferred the investigation
to the CBI on August 26,
2008. Upon completing the
investigation, the CBI filed
a charge sheet on April
18, 2011. According to the
chargesheet, the bag was
intended for Justice Yadav,
but due to the similarity in
names, it mistakenly reached
Justice Kaur’s residence.
The CBI claimed that on

August 13, 2008, Ravinder
Singh was supposed to

send Rs 15 lakh to Justice
Nirmal Yadav. He gave the
money to Sanjiv Bansal in
Delhi, who was instructed

to deliver it to Justice

Yadav in Chandigarh.
However, Bansal called his
wife to send the amount
from their home to Justice
Yadav's residence through
his munshi, Parkash Ram.
Parkash Ram was given a
packet by Bansal’s wife to
deliver to “Nirmal Ji”, but he
inadvertently reached Justice
Nirmaljit Kaur's residence
instead. The special court
framed charges against the
accused on January 18,
2014. Public prosecutor
Narendra Singh argued that
the prosecution had proved
the case beyond a shadow of
doubt. However, Vishal Garg
Narwana, counsel for Justice
Yadav, claimed that the CBI
had falsely implicated her in
the case. Notably, the CBI
had earlier filed a closure
report in the case. However,
the court ultimately acquitted
all the accused due to lack
of evidence. The prosecution
had cited 84 witnesses, with
69 being examined. Later,
the high court allowed the
prosecution to examine

12 more witnesses in the
case. While talking to the
media after acquittal, Justice
Nirmal Yadav said that she
has full faith in judiciary and
the verdict is the victory of
the truth.

Partial Solar Eclipse dims the
Sun as parts ol it go dark

Agency: A partial solar
eclipse is set to turn the skies
dark during day time offering
a celestial spectacle visible
across parts of Europe,
Africa, North America, and
the Atlantic region. This
cosmic event occurs when
the Moon partially covers
the Sun, casting a shadow
on Earth and creating a
mesmerising display in the
sky. The eclipse will begin
at different times depending
on location, with peak
coverage varying. Some of
the best places to witness it
include Greenland, parts of
Canada, Western Europe,
and North Africa. In many
regions, the eclipse will be
visible just after sunrise or
before sunset, enhancing
its dramatic effect. Unlike
a total solar eclipse, where
the Moon completely blocks
the Sun, a partial eclipse
happens when the Moon

actual aircraft about 500 ft
below us” as the commercial
jet left the airport. The
controller responded
“affirmative,” CNN said.
The January collision raised
questions about the military’s
failure to use a key safety
system known as ADS-B on
helicopter training flights.
The FAA has since imposed
permanent restrictions on
non-essential helicopter
operations around Reagan
and barred helicopters and
passenger jets from flying
near each other. The FAA's
actions followed two urgent
safety recommendations
made by the National
Transportation Safety Board
after the collision.

covers only a portion of the
Sun’s surface. This creates
a crescent-shaped Sun that
appears as if a “bite” has
been taken out of it. Looking
directly at the Sun during an
eclipse can cause permanent
eye damage. Regions such
as parts of Europe, Asia,
Africa, North  America,
South America, the Atlantic
and Arctic Oceans will be
able to enjoy a solar eclipse.

To view the event safely, use

= Eclipse  glasses with
certified solar filters.

= Pinhole projectors to
indirectly observe the
eclipse.

= Special solar filters for
telescopes and cameras.

= Solar  eclipses  have
fascinated humans for
centuries, often linked
to cultural and scientific
interpretations.

The next major eclipse

‘:.'

will be a total solar eclipse
on August 12, 2026, visible

L

in parts of the Arctic and
Europe.

Hindu man hounded for visiting mosque, BJYM

leader demands ‘purification’ ceremony

Agency: A Hindu
shopkeeper’s spontaneous
participation in prayers at
a local mosque here has
ignited a controversy, with
right-wing groups demanding
a formal “purification”
ceremony. Sunil Rajani, a
shopkeeper in the mixed-
community Mamoo Bhanja
area, joined his Muslim
neighbours for prayers on
Thursday evening, a video
of which went viral. Monu
Agarwal, a local leader
of the Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha (BJYM),
told mediapersons that

Rajani’s actions were
considered “sacrilegious”
and demanded a public
apology. Furthermore,
Agarwal insisted that Rajani
undergo a “shuddhi karan”
(puriﬁcation ceremony) at
a temple. Rajani, confronted

—

by some Hindu right-wing
members after leaving the
mosque, claimed it was an
“impulse” and attempted
immediate “self-purification”
by sprinkling ‘Gangajal’. No
formal complaint has been
lodged regarding the matter.



