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Modi pays tributes to RSS founders, says their ~ Ranveer Allahbadia’s 1st Instagram
memorial dedicated to values of Indian culture

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
visited Dr Hedgewar Smruti
Mandir in Nagpur and paid
tributes at the memorials
dedicated to  Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
founder Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar  and
sarsanghchalak (chief)
MS Golwalkar. RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat, former
Sangh  general secretary
Suresh ~ Bhaiyyaji  Joshi,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra  Fadnavis  and
Union minister Nitin Gadkari
were present during Modi's
visit to the Smruti Mandir
in Reshimbagh,
the administrative
headquarters of
the RSS. Modi also
met RSS officer-
bearers in the Smruti
Bhavan located

second

at the memorial and took
group pictures with them.
The memorials are dedicated
to the values of Indian
culture, nationalism and the
organisation, Modi wrote in
Hindi in a message book at
the venue.

“The memorial of the
two strong pillars of the RSS
is an inspiration to lakhs of
swayamsevaks who have
dedicated themselves to the
service of the nation,” the
PM said in his message. “I
am overwhelmed to visit
the Smruti Mandir which
cherishes the memories of
Param Pujaniya Dr Hedgewar
and Pujya Guruji,” he added.
Modi’s visit coincides with

the Sangh’s Pratipada
- programme, marking
Gudi Padwa, the
“._ beginning of the
Hindu New Year.

"

He visited the memorial for

the first time after becoming

11 coaches of Guwahati-bound express
train derail in Odisha, 2 injured

Agency: Eleven coaches
of an express train derailed
in Odisha’s Cuttack district
on Sunday. Two people
from Assam were injured
in the incident when the
Bengaluru-Kamakhya
AC Express was heading
to Kamakhya station in
Assam’s Guwahati from
Bengaluru, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said. However, there
were no reports of casualties
at the time of writing this
report.

“Eleven coaches of
the SMVT Bengaluru-
Kamakhya AC Express
derailed at Nirgundi
near Manguli at 11.54
am today,” Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO)
of the East Coast Railway
Ashok Kumar Mishra said.
Rescue and relief officials
rushed to the accident spot.
Rescue and restoration work
on the affected stretch was
in progress on war footing
under the supervision of
senior railway officials.
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According to CPRO
Mishra, a relief train was
being arranged to ferry

the stranded passengers to
their destinations. Three
trains were diverted because
of the derailment. These
trains are Dhauli Express,
Neelachal Express and
Purulia Express, officials
said. Personnel of the NDRF
and Odisha Fire Service
were assisting the Railways
in the rescue operation,
Odisha Fire Service

§
"

Director-General Sudhansu
Sarangi was quoted as
saying by news agency PTIL.
The Railways has issued
two helplines - 8455885999
(Bhubaneswar ) and
8991124238 (Cuttack ) -
for assistance. “We have
arranged a control room and
helplines for the affected
passengers. We will share
the profile of the passengers
soon,” Mishra said. Sarma,
the Assam Chief Minister,
said two people onboard the

IndiGo gets Rs 944 crore tax penalty,
calls 1t erroneous and frivolous

InterGlobe Aviation
Ltd, the parent company of
budget airline IndiGo, on
Sunday said it had received
a fine of Rs 944.20
crore from the Income
Tax Department for the
Assessment Year 2021-22.
However, the Gurugram-
based company called the
penalty order “erroneous
and frivolous”, and said
it would pursue legal
measures to challenge it.
The company said the order
would not have any impact
on the airline’s operations,
financials and its other
activities. “The Income Tax
Authority has passed an
order imposing a penalty
of Rs 944.20 crore for the
Assessment Year 2021-22.
The order has been passed
on the basis of an erroneous
understanding that an

I .

appeal filed by the company
before the Commissioner

of Income Tax (Appeals)
against the Assessment
order under Section 143(3)
has been dismissed, whereas
the same is still alive and
pending adjudication,” the
airline said in a statement.
Further, IndiGo refuted the
claims, asserting that the
decision is flawed and lacks
legal merit. In response,

the airline has stated its
intent to challenge the order
through appropriate legal
channels, emphasizing its
confidence in the judicial
process. “The company
strongly believes that the
order passed by the Income
Tax Authority is not in
accordance with law and

is erroneous and frivolous.
Accordingly, the company
will contest the same and

shall take appropriate

legal remedies against the
aforesaid order. Therefore,
the said order does not
have any significant impact
on financials, operations

or other activities of the
company,” it added. After
receiving the Income Tax
order, IndiGo’s shares
settled 0.32 per cent lower
at Rs 5,113. As of recent
trading, the airline’s stock
has shown resilience and
has climbed about 11.36
per cent on a year-to-date
basis, India Today's sister
publication, Business Today
reported. The stock had
previously seen significant
gains due to optimistic
investor sentiment following
the airline’s announcement
of expansion plans and
future growth strategies.
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Bengaluru-Kamakhya AC
Express were injured and
out of danger. He said his
office was in touch with the
Odisha government and the
Railways over the incident.
“Sharing an update
on the incident involving
Train 12551. There are
no casualties from Assam.
Two persons from the
state - Willson Digal of
Udalguri and Amiran Nisha
of Baksa - are injured and
undergoing treatment.

the PM.

post after obscene joke row

Agency: YouTuber
Ranveer Allahbadia has
returned to Instagram as he
shared a series of pictures
in his first post in over a
month after he faced severe
backlash for his obscene
remarks during an episode
of comedian Samay Raina's
YouTube show, India’s Got
Latent. Allahbadia shared
several pictures with his
team, family, and pet dog.
One image showed him
sitting alone on his couch
with his laptop, while
another featured a selfie
with his grandmother.

“Thank you to my loved
ones. Thank you, universe.
A new blessed chapter
begins - Rebirth...” reads
the caption of the post.

Sharing a video on
his YouTube channel,
Allahbadia said that his
podcast, The Ranveer Show
(TRS), will return soon,

and the audience will get

to see a ‘new Ranveer”.
“Thank you so much to

all my well-wishers. The
past few months have been
very difficult for my family
and me. Your positive
messages helped me to
overcome this phase. I faced
so many things: online
hatred, threats, so many
media articles, but it is your
positivity that helped me,”
he said. Allahbadia added,
“All the guests, cricketers,
actors, and bureaucrats,
thank you so much for all
the positive messages. In
the lowest moments of your
life, you get to know that
success is not the only thing
in this journey; you will
have to face failure. Today,
I am here to express my
heartfelt thoughts only.” “In
this break, I learnt to live
with stability. I understood
that, in our country, people

consider me as their family
member; people see me

as their son and brother,
and mainly, I apologise to
all of them,” he said. “I
will be more responsible

for the content that I will
be creating in the coming
years. This is my promise to
you all. I have understood
my responsibilities towards
my audience, team, and
family,” Allahbadia said.
Accepting his mistake,
Allahbadia asked his
audience to give him
another chance. “If possible,
please give me space in
your hearts, once again.
Please give me another
chance. I love my work. I
love content creation and
podcasting. I love to explore
our country’s history and
culture,” he said. “While my
mental health deteriorated
due to this phase, I turned
to meditation and sadhana.

Agency: Malayalam star
Mohanlal has released a
statement over the ongoing
row over his film L2:
Empuraan. The movie has
been caught in the middle
of a controversy for alluding
to the 2002 Gujarat riots.
The Malayalam star has
apologised for causing
“distress” to the viewers.

“I know that some of the
political and social themes
that have been introduced
in the making of the film
‘Empuraan’, the second part
of the ‘Lucifer’ franchise,
have caused great distress
to many of my loved ones.
As an artist, it is my duty
to ensure that none of my
films are hostile to any
political movement, ideology
or religious sect. Therefore,
I and the Empuraan team
are sincerely sorry for

the distress caused to

my loved ones, and with
the realisation that the
responsibility for it lies with
all of us who worked on
the film. We have decided

together to remove such
themes from the film,”
read a section of the
statement. ‘I have lived my
film career as one of you
for the last four decades.
Your love and trust are
my only strength. I believe
that there is no Mohanlal
who is greater than that...
With love, Mohanlal,” he
added. Recently, Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan also attended a

Myanmar quake: Rescuers race against
time, aftershocks keep survivors on edge

Agency: Rescuers are
racing against time to locate
survivors as Myanmar's
death toll from Friday's
7.7-magnitude earthquake
soared to 1,700, with at
least 17 more killed in
neighbouring Thailand.

The scale of destruction
continues to grow, with
collapsed buildings, downed
bridges, and buckled roads
across the affected regions.
Amid the devastation,
Myanmar's shadow National
Unity Government (NUG )
announced a unilateral partial
ceasefire of the ongoing

civil war in the country to
facilitate relief efforts. The
number of injured climbed

to 3,408, while 139 people
remain missing, according

to news agency Associated
Press. Authorities have also
warned that the toll could rise

further as search operations
continue. Residents in
Mandalay, the worst-hit city,
scrambled desperately through
the rubble on Sunday,
searching for survivors

as aftershocks rattled the
area. The initial quake,
centred near Mandalay, was
followed minutes later by

a powerful 6.7-magnitude
aftershock, causing mass
devastation in the city of 1.7
million people. Win Lwin,

a local tea shop owner,
picked through the remains
of a collapsed restaurant,
tossing bricks aside. “About
seven people died here. I'm
looking for more bodies, but
I know there cannot be any
survivors,” news agency AFP
quoted him as saying. India
has dispatched extensive
relief aid to Myanmar

in response to the recent

earthquake, deploying five
military aircraft carrying
essential supplies, medical
equipment, and rescue teams.
The assistance includes an
80-member National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
team and military field
hospitals. Additionally, New
Delhi is sending 40 tonnes
of humanitarian aid aboard
naval ships INS Satpura and
INS Savitri to bolster relief
efforts. Meanwhile, the
United Nations has warned
that Myanmar lacks the
medical equipment needed

to respond effectively, while
aid agencies said the country
is unprepared for a disaster
of this scale. Even before the
quake, Myanmar was already
in turmoil, with the civil war
displacing 3.5 million people
and leaving many at risk of
hunger.

screening of the film in

the state and supported

the Empuraan team in the
discussion, stating that
freedom of expression must
be protected at all costs. “In
a democratic society, the
freedom of expression of a
citizen must be protected.
Violent calls to destroy and
ban artwork and artists are
the latest manifestations of
fascist attitudes. They are

a violation of democratic

rights. The rights to make
films, watch them, enjoy
them, evaluate them, agree
and disagree, etc, must not
be lost. For this, the united
voice of this country, which
is rooted in democratic
secular values, must be
raised,” read a section of his
lengthy note. Also starring
Prithviraj, Abhimanyu
Singh and Manju Warrier,
Empuraan released in
cinemas on March 27.

Zerodha CEO Nithin
Kamath’s Ghibli-style
‘Kite’ dashboard goes viral

Agency: ChatGPT maker
OpenAl's GPT-4 image
generation tool is driving a trend
of Ghibli Studios anime-style
portraits. With this feature,
users and celebrities are not just
transforming their photos and
viral images on social media,
brands are also using it for
promotions. Zerodha co-founder
and CEO Nithin Kamath has also
joined the Ghibli trend with a
‘Kite" dashboard of a user named
Karan. The ‘Kite’ dashboard is
a key part of Zerodha's trading
platform. It presents essential
account details such as funds,
holdings, positions, and pending
orders, all on one screen. The
animation photo shared on
the social media platform X
(earlier Twitter ) shows Karan,
who initially invested Rs 7.16

lakh, now has a stock portfolio
valued at Rs 15.28 lakh. The

post has already received almost
one lakh views and over 2,000
likes. Ghibli portraits capture
the magical, nostalgic essence
of Studio Ghibli's hand-drawn
animation, evoking wonder and
a deep connection with nature.
This trend has surged thanks to
a recent ChatGPT update that
easily converts ordinary photos
into Ghibli-inspired artworks,
reminiscent of classic films

like Spirited Away and My
Neighbour Totoro.

Modi’s RSS headquarters visit significance

Writer’s Desk

Over the past few days
there has been a significant

buzz over Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
Nagpur, especially his

“first visit as PM to Sangh
headquarters in Reshimbagh”
to pay homage to founding

fathers of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak ~ Sangh—the
ruling  BIP’s  ideological

fountainhead. Posting details
of the visit to Maharashtra
and Chhattisgarh on Sunday,

Mandir and then  visit
Deckshabhoomi. He — will
lay the foundation stone of
Madhav Netralaya Premium
Centre, address a public
gathering and inaugurate the
Loitering Munition Testing
Range and Runway facility
for UAVs at Solar Defence
and  Aerospace  Limited
before leaving for Bilaspur
in Chhattisgarh. The PM's
visit to the RSS headquarters
assumes importance in many
ways. It comes at a time when
the BJP is in the process of

the RSS and its political
arm (BJP) are said to be
not on the best of terms. As
the BJP and RSS try to put
to rest all speculation, the
visit assumes importance.
The visit also coincides
with the Sangh's Pratipada
programme  which  marks
the beginning of the Hindu
New Year and preparations
of the RSS centenary year
celebrations on Vijayadashmi
in October. This will be the
first time PM Modi will share
the stage with sarsanghchalak

Mandir in Ayodhya ahead
of the 2024 general election.
Also, this will be his first visit
to the Sangh headquarters
as PM. Since the saffron
party’s below-expectation
performance in the 2024
general election, speculation
has been rife about the
differences between the BJP
and RSS. In fact, the party’s
performance was attributed to
the Sangh cadres keeping away
from ‘prachar’. However, for
assembly elections in Haryana
and Mabharashtra, the RSS is
said to have supported BJP
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states. Of late, the PM has
been all praise for the RSS, as
was also seen in his interview
with American podcastar Lex

Friedman. The PM’s visit
is being seen as an attempt
to reduce tensions between
the BJP and RSS leaders.
However, RSS leaders say
“the Sangh does not interfere
with politics or the BIP's

the PMO said he would selecting its new president Mohan Bhagwat after the wholeheartedly, resulting affairs and gives help or
have ‘darshan’ at Smruti to replace JP Nadda. Also, inauguration of the Ram in its victory in the two key advice only when asked”.
- I . I .



