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Have babies immediately: MK
Stalin’s advice to Tamil people

Agency: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin
urged people to have children
immediately, stressing that
the state’s successful family
planning measures have now
put them at a disadvantage.
He warned that population-
based delimitation could
impact Tamil Nadu's political
representation and called on
residents to heed his appeal.
Reflecting on the changing
demographic scenario, he
remarked, “Earlier, we used
to say, take your time and
have a baby. But now the
situation has changed, and
we should say it now.” He
linked his concerns to the
possibility of delimitation
being implemented based on
population census figures.
“We implemented family
planning successfully, and
now we are facing such
a situation,” he noted.
Highlighting the potential
impact on the state, Stalin
reinforced his stance, stating,
“So 1 won't say take your
time, but immediately have

baby.” To
issue of delimitation,
Stalin has called for an all-
party meeting on March 5.
The Chief Minister wanted

your discuss

the

everyone to come together
and consider Tamil Nadu's
future, which he said was
at a critical juncture where
it must protest to protect
its rights. Requesting the
Opposition parties to attend
the meeting, he said, “I urge
them to attend the meeting.
Please set aside ego. Don't
think about why you should
listen to my call,” Stalin said,
emphasising that this was a
pressing issue for Tamil
Nadu. Stalin had announced

that 40 political parties
registered with the Election
Commission ~ had  been
invited to the meeting to
deliberate on the implications
of constituency delimitation,
which he had described as a
“sword dangling over Tamil
Nadu”. Speaking after a
Cabinet meeting on February
25, Stalin had emphasised
that Tamil Nadu's
successful ~ implementation
of family planning policies
had now placed the state
at a disadvantage. “If
delimitation is implemented
based on population census,
Tamil Nadu will lose eight
MPs.

Agency: Congress
was left red-faced after
its National Spokesperson
Shama Mohamed stirred
controversy with her remarks
on Indian cricket captain
Rohit Sharma, calling him
“fat for a sportsperson” and
the “most unimpressive”
captain in India’s history.
As the post triggered
widespread backlash, the
party quickly intervened,
asking her to delete it. The
post was later taken down.
“Rohit Sharma is fat for a
sportsman! Need to lose
weight! And of course, the
most unimpressive captain
India has ever had!” her
now-deleted post read.

Her comments drew
immediate backlash,
particularly ~ from  BJP
leaders and cricket fans.
Responding to a user who
called Sharma a “world-class
player,” Mohamed dismissed
the claim, questioning his
legacy compared to Indian
cricketing greats like Sachin
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid,
MS Dhoni, Virat Kohli, and
Kapil Dev.

“What is so world-class
about him when compared
to his predecessors? He is
a mediocre captain as well
as a mediocre player who
got lucky to be the captain

of India,” she wrote. The
BJP  swiftly condemned
Mohamed's remarks,

accusing Congress of “body-
shaming” and disrespecting
a World Cup winner. BJP
leader Radhika Khera, who
broke ties with the Congress
and joined the BJP, accused
her former party of having

“humiliated  athletes  for
decades”. “This is the same
Congress that humiliated

athletes for decades, denied
them recognition, and now
dares to mock a cricketing
legend ? The party that thrives
on nepotism is lecturing
a self-made champion?”
Khera said. Radhika Khera
criticised Rahul  Gandhi,
stating that while Rohit
Sharma led India to a World
Cup victory, the Congress
leader struggled to manage
his own party without
leading it into turmoil. She
also took a dig at Jairam

Ramesh, urging him to focus
on the Congress party's
diminishing relevance,
credibility, and electoral
standing instead of targeting
a cricketer who has brought
glory to India. “Congress
should worry about its own
sinking dynast before taking
cheap shots at India’s pride !”
she said. Shama Mohamed
defended her remark, stating
that her tweet was a general
observation about an athlete’s
fitness rather than an instance
of body-shaming. “It was
not body-shaming. I always
believed a  sportsperson
should be fit, and I felt he
was a bit overweight, so I
just tweeted about that,”
she said, pushing back
against criticism. Congress
distanced itself from Shama
Mohamed’s remark, saying
that the party “holds the
contributions of  sporting
icons in the highest regard”.
Congress leader Pawan Khera
said the party had asked
Shama Mohamed to delete
her post and “advised her to
exercise greater caution in
the future”.

Punjab Govt
announces Rs
200 crore one-
time settlement

for industrialists

Agency: In move
to  support home-grown
industrialists, Punjab’s Aam
Aadmi Party government has
agreed to their demand for a
one-time settlement policy to
help clear dues on industrial
plots allotted before January
2020. This policy will
offer a Rs 200 crore relief

to industrialists who were
unable to pay their dues
following the enhancement
of land costs. The policy was
approved in a meeting of the
Punjab Council of Ministers,
chaired by Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Monday.
Punjab Industries Minister
Tarunpreet Singh Sond and
Rajya Sabha member Sanjeev
Arora, the AAP candidate
for Ludhiana West, shared
the details after the Cabinet
meeting. Arora had briefed
the Chief Minister about
the industrialists’ demands
the meeting. The
new policy will benefit

before

around 1,145 industrialists,
said Sond. It is learnt that
dues worth Rs 330 crore
are pending towards these
industrialists for plots allotted
by Punjab State Industrial
Export Corporation. Under
the policy, the industrialists
will only need to pay simple
interest at an 8% rate by
December this year, as the
government has  waived
compounding and penal
interest. Additionally,
another OTS scheme was
approved for the parent
allottees of over 2,500
industrial plots across state
focal points.

Court allows Ranveer

Allahbadia to resume podcast

after filthy language rebuke

Agency: In a huge relief

for Ranveer Allahbadia,
the Supreme Court on
Monday  dismissed the

prosecution’s plea to cancel
the YouTuber’s podcast and
said that he was free to run
the program, ‘“subject to
morality and decency.” “He
is saying there are multiple
employees, so there are
families whose livelihood
is in question. Subject to
maintaining morality and
decency, if he wants to

run a program, we can say Allahbadia, pleaded before Haryana Police official Narwal’s mother alleged
he can,” said the Supreme the court to allow his client said. However, the police on Sunday that some
Court. However, the top to host podcasts. “He has have not divulged the leaders in her party envied
court came down heavily many employees. This is name of the accused. her swift rise in the party.

on Allahbadia, saying that
freedom of speech has

gives guarantee to enjoy
fundamental rights but there
also some duties,” the bench
observed. Earlier, Abhinav

Chandrachud,

his livelihood, not comedy.
I understand he has no

“We

representing

The family of Narwal on
Sunday refused to cremate

said they

the
Narwal's
in Rohtak

for 10 years.”

arrested

“I have heard his name.
During party meetings,
many people would meet
Himani and also me. Party
workers, her friends used
to meet. My daughter was
associated with the party
Haryana
Congress leaders described
Narwal as an active and
dedicated party worker
who had taken part in the
Rahul Gandhi-led Bharat
Jodo Yatra. They said she
was pursuing a law degree.

“It could be someone
in the party jealous of

One arrested after Rohtak Congress
worker’s body found in suitcase

Agency: Haryana Police
on Monday
had arrested one accused
in connection with
murder of Congress worker
Himani Narwal.
body was found stuffed
in a suitcase
on Saturday after which
the police set up a special
investigation team (SIT)
to probe the murder.
have
one accused and further
investigations are on,” a

: ’l; J
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Till the time my daughter
does not get justice, we
won't cremate her,” she
said. Former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Sunday said he spoke to
Rohtak’s superintendent of
police, adding that police
and the government should
ensure  speedy  justice
for the family. Congress

its limitations, observing sense of humour. But he her body until the killers her rise or it could be leader and party MLA
that using foul language interviews people,” said were arrested with her someone else,” Savita, from Rohtak BB Batra
is not humour. “We have Chandrachud. On the other mother Savita demanding who was accompanied by said Narwal was a “very
some excellent comedians hand, Solicitor ~General capital punishment for her son Jatin, said. “Last good and active” worker
in Bollywood and good Tushar Mehta, appearing the killers. “I want capital time, I talked to her on and used to participate
writers in terms of writing for the state, said that punishment for killers of February 27. She said in various programmes
humour. Its element of Allahbadia was guilty by my daughter,” Savita told. she would be busy with a of the party. “Those

creativity,” said the bench.
“Fundamental rights also
come with duties. Country

association and urged the
court to “let him stay quiet
for some time.”

When asked if the family
knows the suspect nabbed
in the case,

Savita said,

party programme the next
day, but later her phone
was found switched off.

who have committed the
crime should be severely
punished,” Batra said.

Bengaluru against concrete 1n green lung
Cubbon Park, says no to art complex

Agency:Cubbon  Park, also
known as the “green lung” of
Bengaluru, is at the centre of a
heated debate as activists and locals
oppose the construction of an art
complex by a private entity within
it. The proposed project, spanning
over four acres, has sparked protests
and led to widespread -criticism
from politicians and citizens,
who argue that any alterations or
private takeovers would threaten
the park, which is seen as a green
oasis and cultural heritage amid
the ever-growing concrete jungle.
The Lok Sabha MP from Bengaluru
Central, PC Mohan, has also
petitioned Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramiah against the art complex.

“We are ready to take every
action to protect the park, including
protests and legal recourse,” S
Umesh, president of the Cubbon
Park Walkers' Association, told
India Today Digital. Umesh said
that they were planning to submit
a memorandum to the Karnataka
Governor.

Cubbon Park was established in
1870 by British engineer Richard
Sankey. Though it was officially
named Sri Chamarajendra
Wadiyar Park in 1927, people still
refer to it as Cubbon Park. The
park originally spanned over 300
acres. However, over the years,
its size has significantly reduced,
now covering just 190 acres. It
is in the Central Administrative
area and is accessible from
the prime areas of MG Road,
Kasturba Road, Hudson Circle,
and Ambedkar Veedhi. The
park is open every day from 6
AM to 6 PM, except Mondays
and the second Tuesday of each
month. Entry to the park is free.
In addition to its natural beauty,
Cubbon Park is surrounded by
colonial-era landmarks such as

the Attara Kacheri (High Court
of Karnataka) and the Sheshadri
Iyer Memorial Hall, which houses
the State Central Library. Many
Bangaloreans come to this park to
unwind, walk and breathe. Some
also come to the park and work
to break free of the brick and
mortar walls. Therefore, it is no
surprise that any encroachment
on the park is being protested by
conservation activists and locals
alike. It has seen protests over a
range of issues - from building
parking lots to de-notifying
several sections of the park.
Often, the Karnataka High Court
and the government has had to get
involved. The High Court allowed
the government to build an annexe
for the Legislators’ Home in 1998
and approved its own annexe in
2019. This was to be a multi-
story building in Cubbon Park as
an annex to the High Court. This
plan received massive criticism
and has been stopped. Umesh,
the president of the Cubbon Park
Walkers' Association, said, “We
will have a press conference
tomorrow and will also submit a
memorandum to the Governor as
well. We have to stop it”. Not just
locals and activists, Lok Sabha
MP PC Mohan has also taken
up the cudgels for Cubbon Park.
On February 28, he submitted a
letter to Siddaramaiah, opposing
the five-acre art complex. Citing
the Karnataka Government
Parks Act, 1975, which prohibits
construction and privatisation in
designated park areas, Mohan
called for an immediate halt to
the project.

The Cubbon Park Walkers’
Association has strongly opposed
the project, arguing that it
would compromise its ecological
integrity and public accessibility.

Bengaluru residents =
have also taken to
social media to express
their frustration over
the proposed art park.
Many have condemned
the lack of public
consultation and the
secretive manner in
which the project was
introduced. “Here’s
another reason to be
pissed off: A private g-
entity is trying to take
a few acres of Cubbon
Park to start an Art
Park !

Without any 8
public consultation
and in a hush-hush

manner. The Walkers’
Association is already on it, but
let’s not let private interests take
over our beloved park, the only

lung space in Bangalore,” wrote
a concerned citizen Another
person highlighted the long-
term consequences of green
cover destruction, stating, “If we

continue at this rate, we have no
right to complain about rising

temperatures, reduced rainfall,
depletion of groundwater, and
worsening  pollution.”  There

have been past encroachments
on the park, and the Walkers’
Association has opposed this
in the past too. Now, they have
vowed to take every necessary
step to prevent the establishment
of the art park

-



