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PM Modi plays with orangutan, feeds
lion cub at Vantara animal shelter

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is in
Gujarat on his three-day
tour, visited and inaugurated
Anant Ambani’s Vantara, an
animal rescue, conservation
and rehabilitation centre,
on Tuesday. Vantara is
home to more than 2,000
species and over 1.5 lakh
rescued, endangered, and
threatened animals. It is
spread over 3000 acres
in the Reliance Jamnagar
refinery complex and is
a state-of-the-art animal
rescue and rehabilitation
centre. In a video, the Prime
Minister was seen closely
interacting and  spending
time with various species
of animals which have
been rehabilitated there. He
was also seen playing with
and feeding the animals,
including orangutans, Asiatic
Lion cubs, White Lion
cub, and Clouded Leopard
cub, which is a rare and

endangered species, among
others. Prime Minister Modi

explored various facilities at
the centre in Vantara. He also
visited the wildlife hospital
at Vantara and saw the
veterinary facilities which
are equipped with MRI, CT
scans, ICUs among others,

and also house multiple
departments, including
Wildlife Anesthesia,
Cardiology, Nephrology,
Endoscopy, Dentistry,
Internal Medicine etc.

The  Prime  Minister

visited the MRI room at

the hospital and witnessed
an Asiatic Lion undergoing
an MRI. He also visited the
Operation Theatre where a
Leopard was going through
life-saving surgery after
being hit by a car on the
highway and brought here.
The rescued animals at the
centre are kept in places
which closely mirror their
natural habitat. Some of the
key conservation initiatives
undertaken at  Vantara

include the conservation
of the Asiatic Lion, Snow
Leopard, One-Horned

Rhinoceros, among others.
PM Modi patted an
Okapi, came face to face
with Chimpanzees in open
who were got from a facility
where they were kept as
pets, hugged and lovingly
played with Orangutan who
had been earlier kept in an
over-crowded facility, saw

up close a Hippopotamus
which was under water,
saw crocodiles, undertook
a walk in between Zebras,
fed a Giraffe and a Rhino
calf. The one-horned rhino
calf was orphaned as her
mother died at the facility.
He also saw a large python,
a unique two-headed snake,
two-headed turtle, Tapir,
leopard cubs which were left
in an agricultural field and

CHB gets 6K applications for
372 units of Sec 53 project

Agency: The Chandigarh
Housing Board (CHB) has
received an  overwhelming
response to its demand survey
for the proposed self-financing
housing scheme in Sector 53
here, which was put on hold
by the Administration in 2023.
According to officials, nearly
6,300 applications have been
received so far. The survey,
which started on February 22,
concluded tonight. Nearly 1,000
applications were received for
units specified for economically

weaker sections (EWS) and the
remaining were for HIG and MIG
units, officials said, adding that
nearly 70 per cent applications
were received for HIG units. The
CHB was considering launching
the scheme only after receiving
adequate response from interested
cligible persons as well as
obtaining requisite approvals. For
taking part in the demand survey,
an applicant had to deposit an
amount of Rs 10,000 each for
HIG and MIG units and Rs 5,000
for EWS units as confirmation of

their interest in the scheme. The
amount will be adjusted in the
earnest money deposit (EMD)
after the launch of the scheme.
In case the applicant decides
not to participate further, the
entire amount will be forfeited.
If launched, the scheme will have
192 HIG units, 100 MIG houses
and 80 units for economically
weaker sections (EWS). At a
meeting held recently, officials
made a presentation for the
revival of the scheme before UT
Chief Secretary Rajeev Verma,
who is also CHB chairman.
Verma had asked the officials to
conduct a fresh demand survey
for the scheme.

later spotted by villagers and
rescued, giant otter, Bongo

(antelope), Seals. PM
Modi saw elephants in their
jacuzzi. The hydrotherapy
pools support recovery of
elephants suffering from
arthritis and foot problems,
and improve their mobility.
He also saw the workings of
the elephant hospital, which
is the largest such hospital in
the world.

A day before protest, Punjab Police raid
farmer leaders’ homes amid failed talks

Agency: Ahead of the
protest call by Samyukta
Kisan Morcha on March 5 in
Chandigarh, Punjab Police on
Tuesday conducted raids at
residences of several farmer
union leaders across the state,
resulting in their detentions.
Among those detained by the
police are Samyukt Kisan
Morcha leaders Ruldu Singh
Mansa, Prem Singh Bhangu, and
Paramdeep Singh Baidwan, who
were picked up from Mohali

and Chandigarh. From Barnala,
the detained individuals include
Jagir Singh Chiniwal (District
President, BKU/Kadian ),
Hardeep Singh Talewal (State
Organising ~ Secretary, BKU/
Ugrahan ), Manjeet Raj ( District
General Secretary, Kirti Kisan
Union-Barnala), and Jagjeer
Singh Seera (Block President,
BKU Dakonda-Sehna). In
Ropar and Anandpur Sahib,
the police detained Talwinder
Singh Gagon (Vice President,

Remove Aurangzebs grave from Maharashtra:

BJP’s Navneet Rana steps up attack

BJP
Rana

leader
launched
a scathing attack on
Maharashtra Samajwadi
Party (SP) chief Abu Azmi
a day after the latter praised
Mughal ruler Aurangzeb.

“The state in which you
are elected to sit in the
Assembly for five years was
ruled by Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj. People
like you should watch
‘Chhava’ see

Agency:
Navneet

movie to

what Aurangzeb did with
our king. I want
to request
Maharashtra
government
that the way |,

-H

Aurangabad’s

name
was changed and kept after

our God Sambhaji Maharaj,
Aurangzeb’s grave should
also be demolished. People
who love Aurangzeb
should decorate his
grave in their homes,”
she said.
Samajwadi
Party’s Abu

Azmi  sparked
controversy
on Monday
by praising

Mughal emperor Aurangzeb,
contradicting historical

accounts. His statements
claimed Aurangzeb built
temples and was not cruel.
Azmi’s remarks glorifying
Aurangzeb’s rule and claims
of history being distorted
didn’t go down well with
many. Soon, a case was
registered against him for
hurting religious sentiments.
The Samajwadi leader’s
comments on Aurangzeb
prompted Mabharashtra
Deputy  Chief  Minister
Eknath Shinde to demand

Galling someone ‘Miyan-Tiyan' in poor
taste, but not an offence: SIIIlI'Bme Gourt

Agency: The Supreme
Court has ruled that calling
a person Miyan-Tiyan”
or ‘Pakistani’ may be in
poor taste but does not
constitute an offence of
hurting religious sentiments
under Section 298 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).
The top court discharged an
accused from charges under
this provision, pointing out
that the remarks, though
inappropriate, did not meet
the legal threshold for
criminal  prosecution. A
bench comprising Justices
BV Nagarathna and Satish
Chandra Sharma delivered
the verdict while closing
a case against an accused,
Hari Nandan Singh, who
was alleged to have called
a government servant
‘Pakistani’ while the latter
was performing his official

duties. “Undoubtedly, the
statements made are in
poor taste. However, it

does not amount to hurting
the religious sentiments
of the informant. Hence,
we are of the opinion that
the appellant shall also be
discharged under Section
298 IPC,” the Court ruled in
its judgment dated February
I .

11. The complainant,
Urdu translator and acting
clerk under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, had
personally delivered certain
information to the accused,
Singh, following an appellate
authority’s  order. Singh,
initially reluctant to accept
the documents, eventually
did so but allegedly hurled
abuses at the complainant,
referencing his religion. It
was further alleged that
Singh used criminal force
against the complainant with
the intention of intimidating
and deterring him from
performing his duties as a
public servant. This led to
the registration of an FIR
against Singh under multiple

an

including
298  (hurting
religious sentiments ), 504
(intentional insult to provoke
breach of peace), 506
(criminal intimidation ), 353
(assault or criminal force to
deter a public servant from
duty ), and 323 (voluntarily

IPC provisions,

Sections

causing hurt). The
Magistrate, upon reviewing
the case, framed charges

under Sections 353, 298, and
504, while dismissing charges
under Sections 323 and 506
due to a lack of evidence.
Singh’s plea for discharge
was initially rejected by the
Sessions Court and later by
the Rajasthan High Court,
prompting him to approach
the Supreme Court. The apex

court ruled that there was no
evidence of assault or use of
force to sustain the charge
under Section 353 IPC and
noted that the High Court
erred in not discharging the
accused under this provision.
The top court further held
that Section 504 IPC was
inapplicable as there was
no act on Singh’s part that
could have provoked a
breach of peace. As for
Section 298, the Supreme
Court acknowledged that
while Singh’s remarks were
inappropriate, they did not
legally amount to wounding
religious  feelings  under
the IPC. Consequently,
Singh was discharged of all
charges.

an apology or a treason
charge, citing the ruler's
torture  of  Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj.

“Eulogising the same
Aurangzeb that tortured
Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj for 40 days,
plucked his nails, gouged
out his eyes, skinned him,
cut off his tongue is a
massive sin. Abu
should apologise for this,”
a visibly angry Shinde was
quoted.

Azmi

BKU Qadian), Mohan Singh
Dhmana (President, Jamhoori
Kisan Sabha, Ropar ), Bir Singh
Barwa (President, Kirti Kisan
Morcha, Ropar),  Gurnaib
Singh  Jaitewal  (Jamhoori
Kisan Sabha), Davinder Singh
Nanangli ~ (President, Kisan
Sabha CPM, Ropar ), along with
nine others. Additionally, in
Patiala, five leaders from BKU
Krantikari, BKU Lakhowal, and
Satnam Behru group have also
been detained.

Gujarat man
deported after
US entry
attempt with
stolen Pakistani
identity

Agency: AC Patel—
disguised as Mohammad
Najir Hussain—tried to enter
the US, but was sent back
to India after authorities
saw through the deception,
reports The Times Of India.
Patel arrived at Delhi airport

e, gear
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Indians are bad: Florida
mans reason for assaulting

Indian-origin
Agency: The man who
brutally assaulted an Indian-
origin nurse in Florida said,
“Indians are bad. I just beat
the s*** out of an Indian
doctor,” reported a police
officer while testifying in
court. The attacker, identified
as  33-year-old  Stephen
Scantlebury, was a patient
at the hospital who attacked
67-year-old Leelamma Lal
at HCA Florida Palms West
Hospital psychiatric ward,
on February 19. She suffered
multiple fractures, especially
on the face in the attack.
Scantlebury’s racial rant was
revealed by Beth Newcomb,
a sergeant with the Palm
Beach  County  Sheriff’s
Office, who testified against
him during his trial in a
circuit court in Palm Beach
County Courthouse.
According to Sgt
Newcomb, Scantlebury fled
from Palms West Hospital
shirtless and with medical
leads still attached to his
chest, and he told her:
“Indians are bad. 1 just
beat the s*** out of an
67-year-old
Leelamma Lal, an Indian-
origin nurse went to check
on Stephen Scantlebury,
who was a patient at the
psychiatric ward, when he
brutally assaulted her. The
Indian-origin nurse was
beaten almost to death in
a racist attack by a patient

Indian doctor.”

at Palms West Hospital.
According to one local
news report, ' Scantlebury

beat nurse Leelamma Lal
so badly that ‘essentially

every bone’ was broken in
her face.”Scantlebury was
shortly after the

arrested

on February 12  where
immigration officials realised
the Pakistani passport he
was carrying was not forged,
but an actual lost document
belonging to Mohammad
Najir Hussain. Delhi Police
arrested him on charges of
cheating by impersonation
and misuse of a passport.
Patel also admitted he had

paid an agent in Dubai to

nurse

incident and charged with
attempted murder with a
hate-crime enhancement.
At the time of his arrest,
according to the law
enforcement at the scene,
he was shirtless, shoeless,
and covered in EKG
leads. Sources said he was
admitted to the hospital
under Florida Baker's Act,
which essentially provides
hospitalisation to individuals
to assess their mental health
and address any immediate
crisis. Since the attack, there
has been an outpouring of
support for Lal, as well as
demands for stricter safety
measures in hospitals. A
petition calling for harsher
penalties for those who
assault healthcare workers
has gathered over 9,500
signatures in just two days.
The Hindu American
Foundation also weighed in
on the attack, posting on
X: “A patient in a Florida
hospital is in custody after
critically  injuring nurse,
Leela Lal, taunting that
‘Indians are bad’ and ‘I just
beat the sh-- out of that
Indian doctor.” Escalating
anti-India rhetoric is
endangering lives. It must
stop.” The Indian Nurses
Association of South Florida
also condemned the attack,
stressing that this is a wider
issue affecting all medical
staff. “The issue here is
the risk to our healthcare
workers because there are
no specific laws to protect
the staff,” said Dr Manju
Samuel, the association’s
advisory board chair. “There
is a deficiency, and that must
be addressed by lawmakers.”

obtain the fraudulent identity.
Patel’s passport had expired
in 2016. These cases come as
US authorities intensify their
crackdown on undocumented
Indian immigrants following
Donald Trump's return to
office in January. In the past
month alone, four flights
carrying Indian deportees,
including 74 Gujaratis, have
been sent to India.

Agency: Olympic
wrestler Sushil Kumar got
bail from the Delhi High
Court in a murder case.

He was released after
providing a Rs 50,000
bond and two sureties

of the same amount. A
Bench, headed by Justice
Sanjiv Narula, granted bail
to Kumar, who is a main
accused in the death of a
junior wrestler, 23-year-
old Sagar Dhankar, in
May 2021. The two-time
Olympic medallist was
charged with murder, along
with  rioting, unlawful
assembly and
conspiracy

Dhankar succumbing to
injuries when he
attacked by Kumar and
associates. Dhankar died
of the injuries he suffered
after being attacked by
Sushil Kumar and others
in the parking lot of
Chhatrasal Stadium, New
Delhi, on May 4, 2021.
Kumar and his associates
assaulted the junior
wrestler over a property
dispute.  Delhi  Police
named Kumar the main

criminal
following

was

accused

in a 170-page
chargesheet, citing tensions
over Dhankar’s reluctance
the flat and
rumours that Kumar feared
him.

Kumar was on the run
for over two weeks before

to vacate

his arrest from Mundka in
western Delhi. He has been
in judicial custody since
June 2, 2021. According
to the police, The conflict
began over a flat in Model
Town, owned by Kumar,

where Dhankar had
previously lived. A dispute
over rent escalated when
Dhankar allegedly abused
Kumar, leading to the fatal
brawl outside of Chhatrasal
Stadium. Dhankar later
died from cerebral damage
caused by blunt force
trauma. Sushil Kumar, the
prime accused in the Sagar
Dhankar murder case, has
been granted interim bail
multiple times. In March
2023, Rohini Court granted

him four days of bail on
humanitarian grounds to
perform his father’s last
rites. The court allowed his
release from March 6-9,
2023 on a Rs 1 lakh bond
with two sureties. Later,
he was out on bail again
from July 23-30, 2023,
during which he underwent

a knee operation. After
these releases, Kumar
surrendered in  Delhi's

Tihar Jail again in August
2023.




