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4 UAE trips In 1o days: How

Agency: Ranya Rao,
a popular Kannada actor,
was caught by officials with
“foreign-origin gold bars”
worth Rs 12.56 crore at
Bengaluru's  Kempegowda
International ~ Airport late
on Monday. According to
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI),
33-year-old Rao -- the step-
daughter of Director General
of Police (Karnataka State
Police Housing Corporation )
Ramachandra Rao - had
been under their radar for a
while. The agency acted on
a tip-off and arrested the
actor upon her arrival from
Dubai on an Emirates flight
on Monday. The officials
found the gold concealed
in her clothing. Sources
said that she hid a number
of the gold bars inside the
lining of her jacket. Rao had
been under surveillance due
to her repeated trips to the
United Arab Emirates with
her husband, Jatin, despite
having no apparent business
or family connection there.
The sources said that the
actor travelled to Dubai four
times in 15 days, raising the
agency's suspicions. As per
DRI protocols, passengers
with repeated trips to the
region are subject to frisking.
Each time she returned

to Bengaluru, was
seen wearing a substantlal
amount of gold jewellery.
She reportedly evaded strict
checks by getting a police
escort to accompany her and
help bypass airport security.
On Monday, too, upon
her arrival, Rao attempted
to evade security checks
with the assistance of a
police constable, identified
as Basavaraju, who
accompanied her. However,
the DRI intercepted her
and caught her red-handed
with the gold consignment.
Following her arrest, she
was taken to the DRI office
in Nagavara for further
interrogation.  Authorities
suspect she tried to leverage
her relationship with her
police  officer-father  to
evade customs checks. A
statement released by the
DRI also said that, following
her arrest, they also raided
her home on Bengaluru's
Lavelle Road where they
recovered gold jewellery
worth Rs 2.06 crore and Rs
2.67 crore in cash.

“The lady passenger
been placed under
under the relevant

has

arrest
provisions of the Customs
Act, 1962 and remanded to
judicial custody,” the release
stated. “The total seizure in

the case stands at Rs 17.29
crore, marking a significant
blow to organised gold
smuggling networks. The
haul of 14.2 kg is one of
the biggest seizures of gold
at Bengaluru International
airport in recent times,” the
DRI said in the statement.
She was presented before
an economic offences court,
where she was remanded
to 14-day judicial custody.
During questioning, Rao
claimed she was blackmailed
into smuggling gold.
Meanwhile, the  police
also  detained constable
Basavaraju and recorded
his  statement regarding
his alleged role in aiding
Rao at the airport. Officials
were also looking into
whether she was a singular
individual serving as a gold
mule, or if she was a part
of a smuggling network
operating between Dubai
and India. Karnataka Home
Minister G Parameshwara
refused to comment on the
matter, saying the case was
under investigation. “We are
investigating the case. But
unless and until they come
out with definite information,
we cannot say anything.
I don’t know anything. I
am simply speculating. If it
was police work; we would

Delhi swinging hetween winter
chill and summer heatin Marcn

Agency:  Delhi  has
been experiencing unusual
weather fluctuations, with
temperatures  rising and
falling sharply within days.
Just last week, on February
27, the city’s minimum
temperature was close to
20C, but by March 5, it
had dropped below 10C in
some areas like Palam. The
sudden dip in temperatures
is due to cold winds blowing
from the west at speeds
of up to 40 km/h. These
winds are bringing icy air
from the Himalayas, which
recently saw heavy snowfall.
The chill is expected to last
until March 6, after which
temperatures will start rising
again. In the last week of
February, Delhi was already
feeling the warmth of early
summer. On February 26,
the city recorded its highest
temperature of the season at
32.4cC.

The next day, a
western disturbance caused
temperatures to drop
suddenly, with the maximum
temperature  falling by
7C. The minimum
which  had

over
temperature,
reached an  unusually
high 19.5C, also started
dropping. By March 3, it
had fallen to 9.6C, marking
a 10-degree drop in just

four days. Meanwhile,
daytime temperatures
remained high, reaching
311C the same day,

creating a stark contrast of
over 21C between day and
night. March usually marks
the start of summer, and

weather officials predict
temperatures will stay above
normal this year. While the
cold has not completely
disappeared, warmer days
are ahead. By March 10, the
maximum temperature is
expected to reach 33C, with
nights staying around 18C.
With Holi around the corner,
Delhi is set to experience the
full arrival of summer.

Trump announces reciprocal
tariffs against India fl'lllll ﬂlll'll 2

Agency: US President
Donald Trump, while
speaking at a joint session
of Congress on Tuesday,
announced imposition of
‘reciprocal  tariffs’  from
April 2. This leaves India
with less than four weeks
to decide and, if need be,
adjust the levy of customs
and duties it imposes on US
goods entering India. Else,
the Trump administration
will impose equal tariffs on
Indian goods entering the
US. New Delhi has set up a
committee that is studying the
impact of reciprocal tariffs
on the India-US trade. The
committee under the Ministry
of Commerce represents
ministries of agriculture, food
processing, industry, heavy
industry, electronics and IT.
In February, after a bilateral
meeting between Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Washington, the
two countries had agreed to
negotiate the first tranche of
multi-sector bilateral trade
agreement by October this
year. Meanwhile, Trump in
his speech at the joint session
of Congress pointed to India’s

TRUMP ANNOUNCES
AGAINST

high tariff rates, saying,
“India charges us tariffs, 100
per cent. The system is not
fair to the US, it never was.”
“Other countries have used
tariffs against us for decades,
and now it’s our turn to start

using them against those other
countries,” Trump declared,
reinforcing his America First
approach. Under the policy
of reciprocal tariffs, the US
plans to impose equivalent
tariffs on countries that levy
high duties on American
goods. Trump explained,
“Whatever they tariff us, we
will tariff them. Whatever
they tax us, we will tax them.
If they use non-monetary
barriers to keep us out of
their market, we will do the
same.” The new tariffs, which
will target a wide range of
imports from key trading
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partners including Canada,
Mexico, China, the European
Union and India, are part
of Trump's broader push to
overhaul US trade policies.
He argued that countries have
long imposed higher duties
on American products while
benefiting from lower US
tariffs, creating an uneven
playing field. Trump's push
for reciprocal tariffs is in
line with his long-standing
belief that global trade
rules disadvantage the US.
During his first term, his
administration considered
similar measures but did not
fully implement them. The
new tariffs will be applied
on a country-by-country
basis, considering not just
tariff rates but also non-tariff
barriers like subsidies and
regulatory hurdles.

have gotten information, all
this has to be found out and
then I can come and say.
Internally, yes, from the
department I can definitely
get some information,”
he said. Political leaders
condemned the smuggling.
Congress MLA from
Tumkuru HD Ranganath
wondered why a person from
an affluent family did this,
adding that there had been
rumours of gold smuggling
cases in the state. “We have
been hearing a lot about the
gold smuggling issues. Why
are affluent class families
involved in these things?
Coming from a good family
and getting into these kinds
of wrong investments is
bad. Probably they might
have been working on
black money, GST or other
things,” he said. Shivajinagar
MLA and Congress leader
Rizwan Arshad said the

issue must be investigated
and the perpetrators should

be punished, irrespective
of their connections. “It
should be taken seriously.
We cannot take it lightly.
We need to see how this
happened. If she is an
IPS officer’'s daughter or
common man’s daughter,
law should be the same for

all,” he said. He thanked
the state police for “being
vigilant and added, “They

have taken the case properly
and handled it very well.
This is a good message for
the people who get into these
kinds of cases.”

BJP MLA Bharat Shetty,
however, was more cynical.
He also wondered about
the police connection. “If
it is true, and if the police
have taken a part in it, it is
a misuse of power, and the
concerned authorities should
take action,” Shetty said.
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Abu Azmi1 suspended from Assembly
amid Aurangzeb remark row

Agency: Samajwadi
Party MLA Abu Azmi
was suspended from the
Maharashtra Assembly for
the whole session amid a
row over his recent remark
praising Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb. A motion to
suspend the four-time MLA
was moved by Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Chandrakant
Patil on Wednesday and was
passed by the Assembly.
Reacting to his suspension
from the session, which
ends on March 26, Azmi
said it was an “injustice”
and questioned the double
standards of the government.

“My suspension is an
injustice, not just to me but
to the millions of people
whom [ represent... I would
like to ask the government
whether two types of laws
are followed in the state?
One law for Abu Azmi and
another law for Prashant
Koratkar and Rahul
Sholapurkar,” he said in a
video post on X.

The opposition has been
demanding action against
actor Rahul Solapurkar and
former journalist Prashant
Koratkar for making
derogatory comments
against Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mabharaj. BJP MLA
Sudhir Mungantiwar said
that Azmi's  Assembly
membership  should  be
revoked altogether and not

If War Is What US Wants: China
Reacts to Trumps Tariff Charge

Agency: The Chinese
Embassy in the US issued
a  strong  warning  to

President Donald Trump on
Wednesday, stating that it is
“ready to fight a war if that
is what the United States
wants.” This response follows
Trump's imposition of tariffs
related to the fentanyl issue.
“If the US truly wants to
solve the fentanyl issue,
then the right thing to do
is to consult with China by
treating each other as equals.
If war is what the US wants,
be it a tariff war, a trade war,
or any other type of war,
we're ready to fight till the
end,” the Chinese embassy's
post on X read. Meanwhile,
China’s  foreign  ministry
dismissed the fentanyl issue
as ‘a flimsy excuse” to
justify tariff hikes on Chinese
imports. A spokesperson for
the ministry declared that
China’s actions to protect

and interests

its
were entirely justified and

rights

necessary. The US, not
anyone else, is responsible
for the fentanyl crisis.
In the spirit of humanity
and goodwill towards the
American people, we have
taken robust steps to assist
the US in dealing with the
issue. Instead of recognizing
our efforts, the US has sought
to smear and shift blame
to China and is seeking
to pressure and blackmail
China with tariff hikes.
They've been PUNISHING
us for helping them. This is
not going to solve the US’s
problem and will undermine
our counternarcotics

Amarnath Yatra 2025
to Commence on July 3

Agency: The sacred
Amarnath Yatra to the holy
cave shrine of Baba Barfani
will commence on July
3, 2025, and conclude on
August 9, 2025, coinciding
with ~ Shravan  Purnima
(Raksha Bandhan). This

year, the pilgrimage will last
38 days, two days shorter
than the 40-day duration
of the previous Yatra. The
decision, as per officials,
was taken in a meeting
called this afternoon at Raj
Bhawan today.

Two Earthquakes of 5.7 and 4.1
Magnitude Jolt Manipur Within an Hour

ARTHOUANE

Agency: Two earthquakes

of magnitudes 5.7 and
4.1 struck Manipur within

an hour on Wednesday,
according to the Indian
Meteorological Department

Manipur Centre. The tremors
were felt across several parts
of the state, but there were
no immediate reports of
damage or casualties. The
first earthquake, measuring
5.7 on the Richter scale,
occurred at 11:06 AM,
followed by a second tremor
of 4.1 magnitude at 12:20

L ol

PM, as per the National
Centre  for  Seismology.
Both quakes had their

epicentre in Kamjong, a
district bordering Myanmar.
A central  government
official near Imphal Airport
confirmed experiencing the
tremors. “We felt the first
earthquake in our office,” the
official stated. Earlier in the
day, two mild earthquakes
also struck Myanmar, with
magnitudes 4.7 and 4.5,
occurring at 3:36 AM and
3:54 AM, respectively.

dialogue and cooperation,”
the statement read. China’s
response to Donald Trump's
tariffs  includes imposing
retaliatory  tariffs on a
variety of agricultural goods
imported from the United
States. On Tuesday, China’s
finance ministry announced
that additional tariffs ranging
from 10 per cent to 15 per
cent would be applied to
agricultural products such as
soybeans, corn, dairy, and
beef. According to Reuters,
products  like  soybeans,
sorghum, pork, beef, aquatic
products, fruits, vegetables,
and dairy will face a 10
per cent tariff in China.
Additionally, a 15 per cent
tariff will be imposed on
items such as chicken, wheat,
corn, and cotton. Along
with these tariffs, China
has also enacted export and
investment restrictions on 25
US companies.

just be suspended for one or
two sessions. ‘‘Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj is revered,
and we can't let go of

those who insult him so
easily,” he said. Azmi,
MLA from Mankhurd
Shivaji  Nagar, triggered

a political storm after he
criticised the portrayal of
historical events in the
movie ‘Chhava’, which is
centred around Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj, the son
of Maratha icon Shivaji.
Azmi  emphasised  that
Aurangzeb was a ‘“good
administrator” and India’s
borders reached Afghanistan
and then Burma. “Wrong
history is being shown in
‘Chaava’... Aurangzeb
built several temples. 1 do
not think he was a cruel
administrator,” Azmi said.
He also went on to claim
that India was referred to
as “sone ki chiriya (golden
bird)” during Aurangzeb’s
tenure, with the country’s
economy accounting for

24% of the global GDP.
As his remarks triggered an
uproar in the Maharashtra

Assembly, with Deputy
Chief  Minister  Eknath
Shinde  demanding his

suspension, Azmi withdrew
his controversial remarks
and stressed that his words
were twisted. “TI  have
said what historians and
writers have claimed about
Aurangzeb Rahmatullah
Ali... 1 have not made
any derogatory comments
about Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, Sambhaji Mahara;.
But still, if anyone has been
hurt by my statement, then
I take back my words,
my statement,” Azmi said
in a post on X. However,
it did little to douse the
row, with Lok Sabha MP
Naresh Mhaske lodging
an FIR against Azmi over
his remark, alleging that
the Samajwadi Party MLA
attempted to hurt religious
sentiments. The FIR was
later transferred to Mumbai.

Amritsar police bust US-
based drug smuggling
network, seize 23kg heroin

Agency: The Amritsar
Rural police have
claimed to seize a 23-kg
heroin consignment from
Devi  Daspura village
in Jandiala. According
to Punjab DGP Gaurav
Yadav, preliminary
investigation revealed that
the consignment is linked
to a smuggling network
operated by US-based
smuggler Jasmit Singh
alias Lucky. The accused,

Sahilpreet  Singh alias
Karan, who retrieved the
consignment, has been

nominated. Multiple police
teams are actively working
to arrest him. Further
investigation is underway
to trace both backward and
forward linkages in the
smuggling network. DIG
Border Range Satinder
Singh said that police
teams received a reliable

input that Sahilpreet had
retrieved a consignment
of heroin from across the
border. Acting swiftly,
teams from the Jandiala
police station launched
an intelligence operation
and seized 23 packets
of heroin, weighing 1 kg
each, kept in a jute bag
from a pinpointed location
in Devi Daspura village.
The probe revealed
that Sahilpreet was in
direct touch with Jasmit
Singh, who arranged the
consignment. Jasmit Singh
has a criminal background,
with  cases  registered
against him under the
Arms Act and attempt to
murder. A case (FIR 32
dated 4/3/2025) has been
registered under Section
21C of the NDPS Act at
the Jandiala police station
in Amritsar Rural.

New income tax bill proposes allowing
officers access to your email, social media

Agency: The new income
tax bill has recently been in
the news, and not for the
reasons  taxpayers  would
hope. While the government
said it’s all about simplifying
tax laws, buried within
the bill is a provision that
hands  sweeping  powers
to tax authorities allowing
them to dig through emails,
trading  accounts,  social
media profiles, and more
during tax investigations.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman introduced the
revamped Income Tax Bill,
2025, in Parliament, calling
it an overhaul of the six-
decade-old tax framework.
But before it becomes law, a
select committee will review
it. And the key concern is a
clause that expands the scope
of tax searches beyond what's
currently allowed to include
“virtual digital spaces”. Right
now, tax officers can ask
for access to laptops, hard
drives, and emails, but since
the current tax law doesn’t
explicitly mention  digital
records, such demands often
face legal pushback. However,
the new bill makes it clear:

tax authorities can demand
access to digital assets,
and if a taxpayer refuses,
they can bypass passwords,
override security settings, and
unlock files. As per clause
247 of the new income tax
bill, designated income tax
officers in India will now
have the right to access
your emails, social media,
bank details, and investment
accounts, in certain cases,
starting April 1, 2026, if
they suspect tax evasion or
undisclosed assets on which
tax is not paid. “Break open
the lock of any door, box,
locker, safe, almirah, or other
receptacle for exercising the
powers conferred by clause
(i), to enter and search any
building, place, etc., where
the keys thereof or the access
to such building, place, etc.,
is not available, or gain access
by overriding the access code
to any said computer system,
or virtual digital space, where
the access code thereof is
not available.” Simply put,
officers will have free rein
over anything stored in a
taxpayer's  “virtual digital
space,” a term the bill defines

as platforms allowing users
to interact via computers,
including  cloud  servers,
email accounts, social media,
and trading platforms.
Legal experts aren't thrilled.
Vishwas Panjiar, a partner at
Nangia Andersen LLP, told
news agency Reuters that it is
a major shift from the existing
Income-tax Act, 1961. He
warned that without strict
safeguards, these new powers
could lead to harassment
and unnecessary scrutiny of
personal data. “This represents
a notable departure from
the present Income-tax Act,
1961, which did not explicitly
cover such digital domains,”
Panjiar said. “Without clear
safeguards, these extensive
powers could lead to taxpayer
harassment or unnecessary
scrutiny of personal data.”
Sanjay Sanghvi, a partner at
Khaitan & Co, pointed out
that while tax authorities have
previously demanded access
to digital devices, the law
never explicitly allowed it.
The new bill eliminates that
gray area, making it legally
binding for taxpayers to hand
OVer access.



