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Editor-In- Chief
The session was
marked by heated
exchanges, with
both sides presenting
their arguments
and criticisms. The
discussion on SP
Swarn Prabhat’s
initiatives and the
BPSC exam scandal
reflects the ongoing
debates and challenges
in Bihar's governance
and administration.

ML As

the opposition, stating that during
their tenure, criminals roamed free,
and kidnappers received protection.
He contrasted this with the current
government’s focus on good governance
and accountability. However, RID
MLA Satish Kumar countered Jaiswal’s
claims, raising concerns about the
BPSC exam scandal and the plight of
unemployed youth in Bihar. Kumar
demanded the cancellation of the exam

In Bihar Assemmllgl-ey Session, Two
locked Horn on Motihari SP

OTIHARI: Superintendent of

police (SP) of East Champaran

district Swarn Prabhat’s pro

people’s initiatives and his modus

operandi to curb crime echoed in

the session of Bihar assembly on
Thursday, when a BJP and RJD MLA
locked their horn on the issues of law
and order in Bihar. The proceedings in
the Bihar Assembly were marked by
intense discussions and clashes between
the ruling and opposition parties. A
significant portion of the session was
dedicated to praising Motihari SP
Swarn Prabhat, a 2017-batch Bihar
cadre IPS officer from Bhojpur. BJP
MLA Pawan Jaiswal commended SP
Swarn Prabhat’s efforts, highlighting
how he had confiscated 200 houses
under part of his mass property
attachments operation. Jaiswal also
took the opportunity to criticize

Prabhat’s efforts have been recognized

initiatives in prosecution. The Public
prosecutor has also commended

his monitoring cell’s contributions

in bringing culprits to justice.SP’s
initiative have also included regular
drives against liquor mafia, efforts to

and re-examination, citing the unfair
advantage given to 12,000 students
who took the exam at the Bapu
Examination Complex. The session was
marked by heated exchanges, with both
sides presenting their arguments and
criticisms. The discussion on SP Swarn
Prabhat’s initiatives and the BPSC exam
scandal reflects the ongoing debates
and challenges in Bihar’'s governance
and administration. A few days ago,

by the judiciary as well, with a session
court in Motihari openly hailing his

reform the police, and implementing
strict traffic rule in the district.

‘1 will be tortured’: 26/11 accused Rana
appeals against extradition to India

Agency: Accused in the 2008 Mumbai

terror  attacks,

Tahawwur
approached the United States Supreme Court
seeking an emergency stay on his extradition
to India. In his application, Rana argued
that he would not survive long enough to be
tried in India due to various reasons. Rana,
through an appeal, stated that “if a stay is not
entered, there will be no review at all, and
the US courts will lose jurisdiction, and the
petitioner will soon be dead.” The accused
in the 26/11 terror attacks claimed that if
extradited to India, the likelihood is very
high that he will be subjected to torture as he
is a Muslim of Pakistani origin. He stated that
because of his Muslim religion, his Pakistani
origin, his status as a former member of the
Pakistani Army, the relation of the putative
charges to the 2008 Mumbai attacks, and
his chronic health conditions, he is even
more likely to be tortured than otherwise
would be the case, and that torture is very
likely to kill him in short order. He cited the
Human Rights Watch 2023 World Report,
which documents the BIP-led government's
systematic discrimination and stigmatization
of religious minorities, particularly Muslims.
Rana further argued that the Government
in India is increasingly autocratic,
there are substantial grounds for believing
that he would be in danger of torture if he
surrendered to Indian authorities. In addition
to these concerns, Rana highlighted his
deteriorating health. He suffers from a 3.5
cm abdominal aortic aneurysm at immediate
risk of rupture, Parkinson’s disease with

Rana has

and

years.

cognitive decline, and a mass suggestive of
bladder cancer. He asserts that he cannot

be sent into a “hornet’s nest” where he will
be targeted due to national, religious, and
cultural animosity. The US Supreme Court
recently rejected a review petition filed by
Tahawwur Rana. Following this decision,
President Donald Trump announced that
his administration had approved Rana’s
extradition, referring to him as “very evil.”
Tahawwur Rana is a known associate of
Pakistani-American terrorist David Coleman
Headley, one of the main conspirators of the
November 26 attacks in Mumbai in 2008. A
Pakistani-origin businessman, physician, and
immigration entrepreneur, Rana has alleged
connections with Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
and Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence
(IST). Rana’s alleged role in facilitating the
attacks has remained a point of contention
between India and the United States for

Cleric’s ‘criminal’
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UAE Kkeen to invest in green

energy, tourism in Himachal

Agency: Abdulnasser
Alshaali, Ambassador of the
United Arab Emirates (UAE )
in India, met Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu here
today and discussed potential
investment opportunities with
him.  The Chief Minister
invited the UAE to invest in
key sectors, including tourism
and hospitality, green energy,
dairy, food processing and
data storage.

The UAE Ambassador
evinced keen interest in the
tourism sector, particularly
adventure sports and skiing.
He said that the UAE had
already identified potential
locations  for  investment
in the state and welcomed
suggestions from the state
government for additional
sites. Both parties agreed
to accelerate progress in
this direction and decided
to appoint nodal officers to
expedite the implementation
of the projects.  The

Ambassador said that a
technical team from the
UAE would visit Himachal
to assess the potential areas
for investment. The Chief
Minister said, ‘“Himachal,
which  has  breathtaking
landscapes, including vast
snow-bound areas, hills and
water bodies, offers unique
investment opportunities.
To enhance tourism
infrastructure,
government is developing
multiple ropeways,
expanding the Kangra airport
and constructing new four-
lane highways and heliports
to improve connectivity to
make Himachal a favourite

the  state

destination for investment.”He
said, “Himachal Pradesh is
on track to become a green
energy state by next year.
In the past two years, the
state government has taken
significant steps to protect
the environment and harness
green energy.

jab at Mohammed

Shami for not observing roza

Agency: Cricketer
Mohammed  Shami
criticised by a
cleric for not observing
a fast during India’s
semi-final match against
Australia on Tuesday. The
match took place during
the ongoing holy month
of Ramzan, which is
observed by Muslims as a
period of fasting. Maulana
Shahabuddin Razvi Bareilvi
called Shami a “criminal”
for skipping the fast, stating
that it was a sin and went

was
Muslim

against religious principles.
In a video statement,
Barelvi said, “In Islam,

fasting is a duty. If someone
deliberately skips the fast,
they are sinners. Cricketer
Mohammed  Shami also
didn’t observe a fast. He
has committed a sin. He is
a criminal.” His remarks
sparked  reactions  from
religious figures, with some
expressing discontent over
Shami’s decision to drink
juice during the match.
Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi

in joint operation hy UP Punjah Police

Agency:  An  “active
terrorist” of Babbar Khalsa
International (BKI) with

alleged links to Pakistan’s ISI
was arrested from Kaushambi
district in the early hours of
Thursday in a joint operation
by Uttar Pradesh STF and
Punjab Police, an official
said. Lajar Masih, a resident
of Kurlian village in Ramdas
area of Amritsar, Punjab,
was nabbed around 3.20 am.
The operation was carried
out in the Kokhraj police
station area of Kaushambi,
Additional Director General
of Police Amitabh Yash

said. “As per available
information, the arrested
terrorist works for Swarn
Singh alias Jeevan Fauji, the
head of the Germany-based
module of Babbar Khalsa
International (BKI) and is in
direct touch with Pakistan-
based  ISI  operatives,”
Yash said. He added that
the UP STF succeeded in
recovering some explosive
material and illegal arms
from the terrorist. Among
the seizures made are three
active hand grenades, two
active detonators, one
foreign-made pistol and 13

Agency:Panic gripped
Jagraon city on Wednesday
after masked miscreants
opened fire at a jeweller’s shop
in broad daylight near Rani
Jhansi Chowk. The sound of
gunshots created an atmosphere
of fear, but fortunately, no
casualties were reported. The
firing in the middle of the city
has raised questions about law
and order and poor functioning
of police. According to reports,
two unidentified bike-riding
assailants stopped outside
Lakhe Wale Jeweller’s shop
and fired three consecutive
rounds. The bullets hit the
glass in the shop, triggering
I =

chaos in the market. After
firing, the miscreants fled
towards Tehsil Road. The
shop’s gunman chased the
miscreants but they managed
to escape. The police recovered
bullet shells from the spot

and seized CCTV footage that
captured the two bike-borne
suspects. Shop owner Pawan
Kumar Laddu told the media
that the miscreants had covered
their faces with cloth. They
stopped their bike in front of
the shop and started firing.
Before the shopkeeper and
customers could understand
anything, there was chaos and
all started running for safety.

it

cartridges of foreign make,
the officer said. Besides, a

white-coloured  explosive
powder, an Aadhaar card
with a Ghaziabad address

and a mobile phone without

a SIM card was also seized
from his possession, he said.
“This terrorist had escaped
from judicial custody in
Punjab on September 24,
2024,” the ADG added.

Agency:A sessions court
here has issued a non-bailable
warrant against filmmaker Ram
Gopal Varma after rejecting
his plea for suspension of jail
sentence in a cheque bounce
case. On January 21, Judicial
Magistrate in Andheri, YP
Pujari, convicted Varma of
the offence punishable under
provisions of the Negotiable
Instruments Act. The magistrate
had sentenced the filmmaker
to three-month jail term
and directed him to pay Rs
3,72,219 to the complainant
within three months. The
filmmaker subsequently filed
an appeal before the sessions
court, seeking suspension of the

sentence. Additional Sessions
Judge AA Kulkarni, however,
rejected his plea on March 4
and issued NBW against the
filmmaker as he did not appear
before the court and rejected
his plea for suspension of the
jail sentence. The judge said
the accused is at the liberty

to file for bail after appearing
before the court. A company in
2018 lodged a cheque bounce
complaint against Varma's firm.
Advocates Rajesh Kumar Patel,
appearing for the complainant’s
company, had filed an affidavit
before the magistrate court that
the company was engaged in the
business of providing hard disks
for the last several years.

Bareilvi, President of the
All India Muslim Jamaat,
condemned Shami'’s actions.
“One of the compulsory
duties is ‘roza’ (fasting). If
any healthy man or woman
doesn't observe ‘roza’, they
will be a big criminal...A
famous cricket personality
of India, Mohammed Shami,
had water or some other
beverage during a match.
People were watching him.
If he is playing, it means
he is healthy.
a condition, he
observe ‘roza’ and even
had water... This sends
a wrong message among
people. By not keeping
‘troza’, he has committed
He should not
do this. He is a criminal.
He will have to answer
God,” he said. Mohammed
Shami’s coach, Mohammed
Badruddin, defended him
against criticism from the
Muslim cleric, saying that
the cricketer was not at
fault and had the nation’s
support. He urged clerics to

In such
did not

a crime.

prioritise the country above
all, saying, “Desh ke aage
kuch nahin (Nothing comes
before the nation).” NCP
(SP) MLA Rohit Pawar also
reacted to the controversy,
defending Mohammed
Shami and stressing that
religion should not be linked
to sports. He praised Shami
as a dedicated player who
has led India to victory
multiple times, stating that
if Shami felt fasting could
even slightly affect his
performance, he wouldn’t be

able to sleep. Pawar added,
“He is a hardcore Indian
who has made the team
win many times. Religion
should not be brought up
in sports, and if you ask
any Muslim today, they
will say they are proud of
Mohammed Shami.” India
defeated Australia by four
wickets to enter the final
of the Champions Trophy.
Australia decided to bat
first after winning the toss.
Led by Shami, the Indian
bowling attack restricted

Australia to 264. The ace
bowler took three wickets
in his quota of 10 overs,
giving away just 48 runs.

Notably, this controversy
is not the first to emerge
during  the  Champions

Trophy. Earlier, Congress
national spokesperson Shama
Mohammed had criticised
Indian captain Rohit Sharma,
calling him “too fat for a
sportsman” and the “most
unimpressive” captain ever
following India's  game
against New Zealand.

Delhi Metro set to zip past New York
Metro in network by December

Agency:Union  Minister
Manohar Lal attends the
tunnel  breakthrough  at
Vasant Kunj on Thursday,
marking the completion of
a 1,550m tunnel between
Kishangarh and Vasant Kunj
on the upcoming Aerocity-
Tughlakabad Golden Line.
Minister of Housing and
Urban  Affairs Manohar
Lal Khattar on Thursday
said that by December, the
network of Delhi Metro
would become the largest
for a single city, surpassing
New York Metro’s 399-km
record. “With the opening
of the 12-km stretch from
Aecrocity to Tughlakabad,
Golden line, Delhi Metro's
network will become the
largest single-city network
in the world,” said Khattar
at a tunnel breakthrough
event for Golden Line, held
at the Vasant Kunj metro
station. At present, the Delhi
Metro's operation network
is 394-km-long, he said.
The Minister of Housing and
Urban Affairs said Metro
networks are operational or
projects are in the pipeline
across 29 states of the
country and the network
length today is around 1,000
km, which is the third largest
in the world. “Very soon, we
will become a country with

the second-largest Metro
network, behind China,” he
said. On February 25, Delhi
Metro achieved a major
construction milestone in
Phase 4 with the completion
of an underground tunnel
between Chhatarpur Mandir
and IGNOU  Station on
the  Tughlakabad-Aerocity
corridor. The breakthrough
of the Tunnel Boring
Machine (TBM) at the
IGNOU Station site of the
Delhi  Metro took place
in the presence of Anand
Mohan Bajaj, Deputy
Comptroller &  Auditor
General, Commercial,
Pramod Kumar, Additional
Deputy  Comptroller and
Auditor  General, Vikas
Kumar, MD, DMRC, and
other senior officials. A
Tunnel Boring Machine
(TBM)  broke through
at IGNOU  station after
boring an 1475.00 metre-
long tunnel. This tunnel
breakthrough was achieved
using a mammoth 97-metre-
long TBM. Two parallel
circular tunnels for up and
down movement are being
constructed on this stretch
as part of the Aerocity—
Tughlakabad corridor.
This new tunnel has been
constructed at an average
depth of approximately 26.0
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metre making it one of Delhi
Metro's deepest tunnels. The
tunnel on the Magenta Line
at Hauz Khas has been built
at a depth of about 30 metre.
About 1,048 rings have
been installed in the tunnel,
with an inner diameter of
5.8 metre. The tunnel has
been built using the proven
technology of EPBM (Earth
Pressure Balancing Method )
with a concrete lining made
of precast tunnel rings. These
tunnel rings were cast at a
fully-mechanised casting
yard set up at Mundka. The
concrete segments were cured
with a steam curing system
to achieve early strength.
The tunnelling drive for this
tunnel started on December
4, 2023 and challenges of
steep gradient along with
varied geology comprising
mica and hard rock were
encountered due to which
the screw auger got damaged
and was replaced during the
drive. All necessary safety
precautions were taken during
the construction of the tunnel
below the existing viaduct
and  built-up  structures.
Ground movements were
monitored with  highly
sensitive instruments fixed on
nearby structures, ensuring
that there was no settlement
anywhere. As part of the

Phase 4 work approved so far,
40.109 km of underground
lines are being constructed.
The  Aerocity-Tughlakabad
corridor has underground
sections totalling 19.343 km.
A TBM is a machine used
to excavate tunnels with a
circular cross-section through
various soil and rock strata.
They can be designed to bore
through anything from hard

rock to sand. TBMs have
revolutionised tunnelling
work worldwide, enabling

tunnels to be bored without
disturbing buildings and other
surface structures.

TBMs are particularly
useful for underground
tunnelling in
congested
DMRC has been using
TBMs for its tunnelling
work since Phase 1 was
kicked off in 1998. The first
operational section opened
on December 25, 2002,
connecting Shahdara to Tis
Hazari. The entire Phase 1
was operational by 2006
and Delhi Metro's Phase 2
construction began in 2006,
Phase 3 in 2011, and Phase
4 in 2019. In Phase 3, when
approximately 50 km of
underground sections were
built, about 30 TBMs were
deployed in the national
capital.

work

urban  areas.



