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Motihart Hosts “Shaurya Bednam”,
Citizen Experienced Army life

Sagar Suraj | Motihari

ndia’s military
might were displayed

in Motihari- a twin

city located along Indo-
Nepal border in Bihar on
Friday, with all three army
wings showcasing military
life, weapons and advance
equipment being used by
infantry and Special Forces.
Governor of Bihar Arif
Mohammad Khan along
with senior Army officials
inaugurated the two days
event beginning from 7
February and Paratroopers
welcomed the guests with
tricolor leaving Motihari
residents spellbound.
Addressing the gathering,
the Governor said that
Indian culture is inherent
with the concepts of non-
violence, that doesn’t mean
we are sissy. To protect
our territories and give
befitting reply to those who
ever thought to intimidate
us, we have equipped our
army with world class war
technologies.For the first
time, the Motihari citizens
got this unique opportunity
to witness cutting-edge
weaponry, advanced
defense systems in ‘Shourya
Bednam Utsav’'- an event
organized in the field of
Gandhi Maidan, Motihari
jointly by the union defense
ministry and district
administration. The soldiers
left the crowd awestruck
with a daring display of

“Indian culture

is inherent with

the concepts of
non-violence, that
doesn’t mean we are
sissy. To protect our
territories and give
befitting replies to
those who ever thought
to intimidate us, we
have equipped our army
with world class war

technologies”

Arif Mohammad Khan,
Governor of Bihar

precision and bravery, with
the display of operational
readiness and fostering

a sense of pride among
huge numbers of youths
thronged at the event site.
District magistrate of East
Champaran Saurabh Jorwal
said that event is aiming

to showcase Indian army
strength, technological
advancements, while
bridging the gap between
civilian and armed forces,
and encouraging youths.

A huge gathering, on

the occasion witnessed
Bofors Tank, T-90 tank,
Bofors gun drill maneuver,
indigenous K-9 automatic
tank, BMP vehicle, locating
radar and AK-47 and other
deadly weapons being

used by India army at the
time of war. A thrilling
demonstration of Su-30
fighter jet, AN- 32, and
Chetak fly past draws

the audience. Free fall
demonstrations from 8000

M UTS

CHAMPARAN, INHAR |

— e

feet also fascinated the

spectators in the same vein.
India army’s operational
demonstration (raids on
enemy communication )
added additional interests
among spectators. Air
force’s exhibition of
advanced weapons and
Dog show, Robotic mules,
martial arts, dare devil
Bike display, operational
demo, and a gala cultural
show by army wings draws
huge appreciations. Forces
exhibited Khukri Dance,

Bhangda dance, Chhau
dance and left the audience
spell abound. Coordinated
mass band was also a fresh
experience for the audience.
General officer commanding
in chief lieutenant general
of middle command
Anigham Sen Gupta and
parliamentarian Radha
Mohan Singh, District
Magistrate (DM ) Saurabh
Jorwal, Superintendent of
police (SP) Swarn Prabhat
also graced the function
among others.

One more held in fake property registration case

Agency: After the Vigilance

Bureau (VB), Ludhiana,
registered a case against nine
individuals  for fraudulently

executing the sale deed of a 14
kanal land in Ludhiana belonging
to an NRI residing in the USA,
using forged documents and
arrested advocate  Gurcharan
Singh, the VB is likely to start
Disproportionate Assets (DA )
inquiry against the tehsildar

west, Jagsir Singh Saran, who
executed the registration of
land worth crores without
verifying facts. Interestingly,
the registration of the land
was executed at Rs 30 lakh.
However, the land was having
a market value of Rs 6 crore.
Meanwhile, the  Vigilance
Bureau on Thursday claimed
to have made the second arrest
in the case. The nabbed suspect

was identified as realtor Gurjot
Singh, owner of Landmark Real
Estate. Gurjot was nominated
in the case as the tenth accused
as he was not nominated in
the initial FIR. Now, raids
were being conducted to nab
the remaining eight suspects,

including  tehsildar  Jagsir.
He was reportedly gone
underground.  Gurjot ~ was

produced in a court on Thursday

which sent him to one-day
police custody for investigation.
An official of the Vigilance
Bureau told The Tribune here
on Monday that “Recently when
a case was registered against
nine individuals, including the
tehsildar, the police had also
conducted a raid at the house of
the tehsildar in Ajit Villas, South
City, and reportedly recovered
some important documents.

Bear with the bullies: Is powerhouse
India facing fair scrutiny or sour grapes?

Agency: The Champions
Trophy, returning  after
an eight-year hiatus, has
generated more headlines
off the field than on it. This
edition also marked the return
of an ICC event to Pakistan,
albeit in a hybrid model for
the first time in 29 years,
sparking faint hopes of a
brighter future for the country
in world cricket. The final
will be a rematch of the 2000
ICC Knockout: India vs. New
Zealand. Both teams have
earned their place, standing
out in a tournament marred
by bad weather, Pakistan’s
disappointing campaign as
hosts, and relentless debate
over the hybrid model
allegedly favouring India.
Is India the ‘Donald Trump
of global cricket'? Some
critics seem to think so.
There’s no denying that the
sport now has an undisputed
powerhouse: the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI). But unlike political
figures who rise and fall, the
BCCI's influence over world
cricket has only strengthened
over the past three decades.
The decision to have India
play all their matches in
Dubai has sparked outrage
among former cricketers and
pundits. Michael Atherton
and Nasser Hussain, speaking
on the Sky Sports Podcast,
argued that playing at a single
venue provides India with
an ‘undeniable advantage.’
No doubt South Africa’s
chaotic travel itinerary for
the semi-finals was an
unfortunate consequence of
I .

the hybrid model. Flying to
Dubai before the semi-final
only to be rerouted back to
Lahore within hours was an
unnecessary strain on the
team. The flawed schedule

stemmed from the uncertainty
over India’s  opponent,
given that India's semi-

final location in Dubai was
predetermined. Could there
have been a better solution ?
Absolutely ! But whose fault
was it ? While these concerns
are valid from a competitive
standpoint, the reality
remains that India refused
to travel to Pakistan due to
geopolitical  reasons. The
hybrid model was the only
viable solution. As Hussain
himself admitted, “What
else could have happened ?
Once India refused to come
Pakistan,
have happened? You can't
have a tournament like this
without India-Pakistan. It
had to be in Dubai.” India’s
stance is not unique. Sport
and politics have long been
intertwined. Western nations
have regularly boycotted
tournaments held in
politically adversarial nations.
The Olympics have been
used for political signalling
for decades, with the US
boycotting the 1980 Moscow
Games and the USSR
retaliating in 1984. Cricket is
no different. Former Indian
captain
was blunt in his response
to Atherton and Hussain.
Speaking to India Today,

to what  could

Sunil  Gavaskar

“All the time, they are
mourning'India  has  got
this, India has got that.” It's
constant. We must just ignore
it. Let them keep mourning.
We have better things to focus
on.” Gavaskar pointed out
that India’s contribution to
world cricket is unparalleled,

particularly in  financial
terms. “India’s contribution
to global cricketthrough

television rights and media
revenueplays a massive role.
They need to understand
that their salaries also come
from what India brings to the
world of cricket.”

The argument could have
been simple: if other teams
were uncomfortable with
the arrangement, they could
have united and pressured
the ICC to boycott India. But
why didn’t they ? Given the
political tensions, expecting
India to travel to Pakistan
without hesitation was naive.
The discussions between
the ICC, BCCI, and the
PCB occurred less than a
year before the Champions
Trophy. So why didn’t other
teams stand against India?
The answer is clear: everyone
wanted their share of the
tournament’s revenue, driven
by the broadcasters. If you
haven't noticed, the ICC
has been squeezing as many
world tournaments as possible
into each year. Since 2021,
there has been at least one
major tournament annually.
No other sport does this. The
revived Champions Trophy

he dismissed the outcry as was specifically designed
repetitive and baseless. to capitalise on rivalries
I =

like India vs Pakistan and
Australia vs England -- teams
that don't face off every
six months. India missing
the competition would have
been a huge loss for the
broadcaster, the ICC, and,
ultimately, the other teams,
who will benefit financially
from the tournament.The
dissatisfaction  from  the
English camp, particularly
former players, is
No cricketer-turned-
commentator raised concerns
when  England  enjoyed
a comfortable Caribbean
schedule during the 2024 T20
World Cup. England were
tucked away in the islands,

ironic.

while teams like India,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh
struggled with inadequate

facilities in the United States.
Teams had to train in public
parks and hire special gyms
due to the poor facilities in
New York. Likewise, no
one complained when India
travelled across the country
during the 2023 ODI World
Cup to cater to their vast
fanbase. In the 2015 ODI
World Cup, New Zealand,
co-hosting with Australia,
played all their matches at
home in their impressive
run to the final. The final
was scheduled at the iconic
Melbourne Cricket Ground.
The Kiwis, under Brendon
McCullum, dominated at
home but crumbled against
Australia in their first match
outside their comfort zone.
With India refusing to travel
to Pakistan, a precedent has
been set.
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Stalin’s mega outreach to 7 states as Tamil
Nadu vs Centre delimitation row rages

Agency: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin
wrote a letter to various
chief ministers, including
all south Indian states, along
with his counterparts from
West Bengal, Odisha and
Punjab. He called for the
formation of a Joint Action
Committee to plan for the
upcoming delimitation
exercise. In the letter, he
said he was reaching out
with two specific requests: A
formal consent by the states
of “Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
and Karnataka in the South”,
along with “West Bengal and
Odisha in the east, Punjab in
the north.” His second request
was that the states nominate
a “senior representative”
from the party who could
serve on the JAC to help
coordinate Tamil Nadu's
“unified strategy.” In the
letter, he also proposed an

inaugural meeting on March
22 in Chennai to discuss a
collective path forward to
discuss the delimitation.
“This moment demands
leadership and collaboration,
rising above political
differences and standing up
for our collective good,” he
wrote. In a separate post on
his official X handle, he also
questioned what was “pro-
rata” basis, a term Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
used to counter Stalin’s claim
that Tamil Nadu would lose
eight seats if delimitation
happened. In the post, he
called it “an empty rhetoric.”
Stalin  expressed  strong
opposition to delimitation,
emphasising that it unfairly
penalised states that
successfully ~ implemented
population control measures
and maintained good
According to
issue at hand

governance.
Stalin, the

Food panel chief
inspects ration depots

Agency:
State  Food  Commission
Chairman  Bal  Mukand
Sharma conducted surprise
inspections at government
ration depots in the district.
The purpose was to check
ration distribution by the

Punjab

depots. Sharma  checked
the depots on the Barewal
road and in other areas of
the city. He also interacted
with beneficiaries, who had
come to collect their ration
and provided them with
information about their rights.

Family gives nod to

Manmohan Singh’s memorial
at Rashtriya Smriti Sthal

Agency: Decks have been
cleared to build a memorial
to former prime minister
Manmohan Singh, with his
family’s nod to the proposed
site at the Rashtriya Smriti
Sthal. Sources close to
Singh’s family said it had
written to the Ministry
of Housing and Urban
Development, approving the
site proposed and sending
a letter of acceptance.
The daughters of
Singh, also a former Union
finance minister, and their
husbands had earlier visited
the proposed memorial site.
The site, measuring around
900 square metres, is at
the Rashtriya Smriti Sthal,
where the memorials to
many former prime ministers
and presidents have been

three

set up.The memorial to
former president Pranab
Mukherjee is  adjacent

to the site proposed for
Manmohan Singh. The next

Sit-1ns lifted,
SKM to now
gherao MLAs
on Mar 10

Agency: The Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (SKM) on
Thursday decided to withdraw
all ongoing dharnas in Punjab
and said its activists would
gherao ruling party MLAs
across the state on March 10.
Harinder Singh Lakhowal,
president of the Bhartiya
Kisan Union (Lakhowal),
announced  this  following
a meeting of the union
wherein “a detailed plan of
action has been outlined”.
“Farmers will stage dharnas
outside the residences of
ruling party MLAs from 11
am to 3 pm on March 10 to
express their resentment with
the government,” Lakhowal
stated.  Additionally, they
will gather in Chandigarh on
March 15 to protest outside
the Chief Minister’s residence.
“We are prepared to engage
in a debate regarding our
demands and will invite CM
Bhagwant Mann to participate
in it on March 15.

in the process would be
the transfer of land in the
name of a trust to be set up
in memory of Manmohan
Singh. The family has to
propose and finalise the
names of members of the
trust, which is likely to be
set up soon, sources said.
Once the trust is formed,
the government will
transfer a grant of Rs 25
lakh for the building of
the memorial, sources said.
The Central Public Works

Department (CPWD)
officials  have  already
visited the site. Singh,

considered the architect of
India’s economic reforms,
died on December 26, 2024,
at the age of 92 following
age-related  complications.
His last rites were held at
the Nigambodh Ghat. The
choice of the funeral ground
was frowned upon then
by the Congress, the party
Singh was associated with.

was not merely an abstract
debate on governance but
a  fundamental question
of states’ rights and their
ability to secure resources
for  development.  “This
issue transcends individual
state concerns and strikes
at the heart of the federal
principle. What is at stake
is not any abstract principle
it is our states’ ability to
secure rightful resources for
development, to influence
crucial policies on education
and healthcare, and to ensure
our economic  priorities
receive due attention in the
national  agenda,”  Stalin
stated. Taking proactive
steps, Stalin reached out
to his counterparts across
multiple states, urging them
to unite against what he terms
as “democratic injustice.” He
also announced on social
media that the letter was also
sent to key political leaders

Officials of the Food and
Civil Supplies Department
were also present during the
inspection. Sharma said the
government was distributing
wheat under a three-month
plan from January to March.
According to official data,
around 87 per cent of wheat
has already been distributed
in the district. “Additionally,
the introduction of biometric
electronic

machines  and

in the other states. Through
the letter, he called for an
uncompromising fight against
the Union Government's
move. MK Stalin made a
clarion call to all political
leaders across parties in the
states that would be affected
by delimitation. He invited
representatives from various
political parties across the
affected states, including the
CPI(M), BIJP, Congress,
AAP, TDP, YSRCP, BID,
and Akali Dal, to send senior
representatives to deliberate
on a unified course of action.
Stalin extended an open
invitation to all concerned
leaders, emphasising that
their collective struggle is
not about political divisions
but about safeguarding the
future of their people. “Let
us stand together not as
separate political entities but
as protectors of our people’s
future,” he urged.

weighing machines in all
government ration depots
has enhanced transparency
in the distribution process,
providing relief to the
public,”  he The
Chairman said surprise visits

said.

were being done regularly
and if any negligence was
found in welfare schemes,
the commission would take
strict action against the
guilty.

ED arrests realty group
WTC’s promoter in
money laundering case

Agency: The agency
alleged that after promising
assured returns in exchange
for investment against plots
or commercial spaces, WTC
“diverted” the funds of
depositors and these were
“siphoned off” to several
shell companies. The
Enforcement Directorate has
arrested Ashish Bhalla, the
promoter of the Delhi-NCR-
based realty group WTC,
in a money laundering case
linked to homebuyers’ funds,
official sources said on
Friday. Bhalla was taken into
custody under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
on Thursday, and a special
court in Gurugram sent
him to ED custody for six
days, they said. The agency
alleged that after promising
assured returns in exchange
for investment against plots
or commercial spaces, WTC
“diverted” the funds of

depositors and these were
“siphoned off” to several shell
companies to acquire lands at
various locations. Hundreds
of crores of rupees were
also diverted to suspicious
entities in Singapore whose
beneficial ownership is with
Bhalla’s family members.
During the probe, it was
found that the WTC group
collected more than Rs 3,000
crore from various investors
across several states, such as
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab as well as cities like
Chandigarh and Ahmedabad.
Earlier, the ED had
conducted search operations
on February 27, during
which  Bhalla  remained
absconding and induced key
persons against cooperating
with the investigation. He
had remained absconding for
several days in an attempt to
frustrate proceedings under
PMLA.

Agency: The Karnataka
government is  planning
to overhaul the Standard
Operating  Procedures
Bengaluru International
Airport, barring family
members and friends of
senior  bureaucrats from
using protocol staff services,
statet  Home Minister G
on

at

Parameshwara  said
Friday. The move comes
after Kannada actor Ranya
Rao, the stepdaughter of a
senior police officer, was
caught  smuggling  gold
bars worth Rs 12 crore at
Kempegowda International
Airport. The Minister said
that he has instructed the
Director General of Police
(DGP) to the
protocol  process, which
should be handled by the
Department of Personnel
and Administrative Reforms,
and they will work on it. The

initiate

preliminary investigation
revealed that Ranya Rao, the
33-year-old  stepdaughter
of senior IPS officer
Ramachandra Rao, informed
security  officials  about

I .

her family connections to
bypass security checks and
smuggle a large quantity of
gold from the UAE. She had
also allegedly asked police
officers to accompany her
from the airport. According
to police sources, Ranya Rao
reportedly made 30 trips to
Dubai in one year, allegedly
smuggling kilos of gold on
each trip before finally being
caught on March 3. Sources
added a police constable at
the airport allegedly helped
the actor bypass stringent
security checks at the airport.
The actor was paid Rs 1 lakh
per kg of smuggled gold, and
she allegedly earned around

t_ler Ranya Rao arrest
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Rs 12-13 lakh per trip,
according to sources. In her
statement to the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI), the actor confessed
to smuggling 17 gold bars
and informed the probe
team that she had also
travelled to other countries
in Europe, America, and
the Middle East. During
interrogation, Rao claimed
that she was “trapped” into
smuggling, official sources
said. Authorities ~ have
intensified their search for
the masterminds behind the
gold smuggling network as
the actor has been remanded

to custody for three days.
I .
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