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The Making Of Priyansh: No
phones, gurukul-like training 1n jungle

Agency: Priyansh Arya
played one of the best
innings by an uncapped
batter in the history of the
Indian Premier League on
Tuesday, April 8. Priyansh
scored a 39-ball hundred,
the 4th fastest century in
the tournament’s history,
guiding his team to a
victory over Chennai Super
Kings. Priyansh took on
spinners Noor Ahmad and
R Ashwin despite PBKS
losing 5 wickets. Ashwin,
particularly, felt the wrath
of the Delhi batter, who
deposited him for two
sixes after the Chennai
spinner had got rid of
Wadhera and Maxwell.
This prompted Ruturaj to
turn to his trusted weapon,
Pathirana. But Priyansh
wasn't fazed by the pacer
and his unorthodox action
and hit him for a hat-trick
of sixes to go into the

nineties. He edged Pathirana
for a boundary to reach his
hundred. 22 runs came off
just boundaries in the over
from the Sri Lankan pacer.
Priyansh coach Bhardwaj
said he runs a gurukul-style
camp from his home outside
of Bhopal, where players
like Nitish Rana, Unmukt
Chand, Kulwant Khejrolia,
and now Priyansh Arya 4,
have benefited from

his coaching.

“He practiced /

in Bhopal 6 S
ahead of
DPL and
IPL. I run a
residential academy
here, situated inside
the Ratapani jungle, 20
kilometers from the city.
Nitish Rana, Unmukt
Chand, and Priyansh have
trained here. Think of it
like a gurukul,” Bhardwaj
told Agency in an exclusive

interview. He added that it
is nearly impossible to find
the training centre because
it does not even have a sign
to guide people. “We don’t
have a sign or anything.
He trained away from the
pollution and the heat of

¢ Delhi,” Bhardwaj

said. Speaking about

Priyansh’s o
Pl

daily routine
in the training
camp, Gautam
Gambhir’s

former
coach
revealed
that the
days are
long - 12

¢ hours.

d Priyansh was
not allowed

Sikh high priests declare
‘religious emergency’ in Punjab

Agency: Describing the situation
in Punjab as a “religious emergency”,
the five Sikh high priests on Tuesday
directed all the Sikh preachers to return
to the state and adopt 10 villages
each for preaching over the next four
months. The resolution in this regard
was adopted in a meeting of the
five Sikh high priests, including the
officiating jathedar of the Akal Takht
and jathedar of Takht Sri Kesgarh
Sahib, Giani Kuldep Singh Gargaj. The
others who participated in the meeting
included head granthi of Takht Sri
Kesgarh Sahib, Joginder Singh; head
granthi of Akal Takht, Malkit Singh;
head granthi of Takht Sri Damdama
Sahib, Jagtar Singh; and panj pyara of
Sri Akal Takht, Mangal Singh.

The meeting was held at the Akal
Takht secretariat here. Expressing a
dire need to intensify dharam parchar
(religious preaching) in Punjab,
the Sikh clergy called upon the Sikh
preachers, ragis, dhadis, and kaveeshars
to return to Punjab, setting aside their
tours within the country and abroad
and select 10 villages and dedicate the
next four months to preaching in those
areas with full commitment. Aiming to
impart maximum knowledge of the Sikh
values to children and deepen their love
for Sikhism, the Sikh high priests, in
another resolution, unanimously directed
every Sikh to encourage the revival of

CIrors.

India clears Rs
63,000-crore deal to buy
26 Rafale Navy jets

Agency: India has
cleared a major government-
to-government deal with
France for the procurement
of 26 Rafale Marine fighter
aircraft, defence sources told
Agency on Wednesday. The
deal, estimated to be worth
over Rs 63,000 crore, is
expected to be formalised in
the coming weeks. As per
sources, the Indian Navy
will receive 22 single-
seater jets along with four
twin-seater variants and
a comprehensive package
for fleet maintenance,
logistical support, personnel
training, and indigenous
manufacturing components
under offset obligations. The
deal also includes training
for Navy personnel. The
Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, gave approval to the
deal. The Rafale Marine jets
are intended for deployment
on India’s indigenous aircraft
carriers and will significantly
enhance the Navy's air power
at sea. The Rafale Marine,

a carrier-based version of
the combat-proven Rafale
fighter, is known for its
advanced avionics, weapons
systems, and operational

versatility. Deliveries of the
Rafale Marine fighter jets
are projected to commence
in around four years, sources
said, adding that the Navy

is expected to receive the
first batch by late 2029,
with the full fleet likely to
be inducted by 2031. Once
delivered, these jets will
operate from India’s aircraft
carriers, INS Vikramaditya
and the indigenous INS
Vikrant, replacing the ageing
MiG-29K fleet. The deal is
being processed through the
inter-governmental route,
ensuring expedited delivery
timelines and assured
maintenance support from the
French manufacturer Dassault
Aviation. The Rafale M is
engineered for carrier-based
missions, featuring reinforced
landing gear, arrestor hooks,
and a strengthened airframe
to execute Short Take-Off
But Arrested Recovery
(STOBAR ) operations -- a
technique used to launch

and recover aircraft on naval
carriers. In addition to the
Rafale-M deal, India is set
to bolster its underwater
combat capabilities with

the construction of three
additional Scorpene-class
submarines under Project-75.

the tradition of narrating stories related
to the Guru and Sikh history at home,
half an hour before bedtime, along
with reciting nitnem (daily prayers ).
The Sikh high priests also imposed a
ban on the participation of Giani Igbal
Singh, the former jathedar of Takht

Sri Harmandir Ji Patna Sahib, in the
panthic activities and ceremonies due
to mistakes he committed in the past,
despite his seeking forgiveness for those

The Sikh priests said complaints
against him continued to pour in.
Consequently, they have directed him
to appear before Sri Akal Takht to
present his side and clear himself of the
allegations. Regarding the portrayal of
revered Sikh personalities in movies,
the Sikh high priests said they would
hold a meeting with Sikh scholars and
intellectuals in near future and make a
decision accordingly.

to use his phone throughout
the day, having access to it
for only one hour.

Bhardwaj further
mentioned that the food
was simple, cooked on
a traditional brick stove
(chulha). “His first practice
started at 6:30 am and went
on until 6 pm. There was
no rest in between. He was
\ not allowed to use his
phone for more than one
hour a day. The food was
cooked on a chulha. That
was his regular day,” he
said. Bhardwaj also revealed
that Priyansh called him the
morning after scoring his
hundred and asked if he had
done well. “He called me
the morning after scoring
the hundred and asked if he
did well. I told him to leave
everything to God. If you
have his mercy, you will
do well in life,” Bhardwaj
concluded.
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after Yunus calls North

Agency: The
government has rescinded
a critical transshipment
facility granted to
Bangladesh that allowed
its export cargo to move to
third countries via Indian
Land Customs Stations
(LCSs), ports, and
airports. The move came
days after Chief Adviser
of Bangladesh's interim
government, Muhammad
Yunus, advocated for
the extension of the
Chinese economy into the
strategically important
Northeast India region,
calling it ‘landlocked’. The
facility, introduced in June
2020, enabled smoother
trade for Bangladeshi
exports to nations such
as Nepal, Bhutan, and
Myanmar. The decision
was formalised through
a circular issued by the
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) on April 8. “It has
been decided to rescind...
circular...dated June 29,

2020, as amended with
immediate effect. Cargo
already entered into

India may be allowed to
exit the Indian territory

as per the procedure

given in that circular,”

the notification stated.
According to trade experts,
the rollback of this facility
is expected to benefit
several Indian export
sectors, including textiles,
footwear, and gems and
jewellery — industries
where Bangladesh is a
formidable competitor,
particularly in apparel.
Muhammad Yunus, during
a recent four-day visit to
China, described India’s
Northeast as ‘landlocked’
with “no way to reach

out to the ocean”, casting
Bangladesh as the region’s
key maritime gateway.
Positioning Dhaka as the
“only guardian of the
ocean” in South Asia,

the Chief Adviser urged
Beijing to deepen its
economic footprint in

B

Bangladesh. “The seven
states of India, the eastern
part of India, are called the
Seven Sisters. They are a
landlocked region of India.
They have no way to reach
out to the ocean. So this
opens up a huge possibility.
This could be an extension
of the Chinese economy,”
Yunus had said at a high-
level roundtable discussion
in Beijing. Responding

to Yunus's remarks,
External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar
slammed Bangladesh and
said India believes that
cooperation is an integrated
outlook, not one subject

to cherry-picking. “We,
after all, have the longest
coastline in the Bay of
Bengal, of almost 6,500
km. India shares borders
not only with the five
BIMSTEC members, and
connects most of them,

but also provides much of
the interface between the
Indian sub-continent and
ASEAN. Our North-Eastern
region in particular is
emerging as a connectivity
hub for the BIMSTEC,
with a myriad network of
roads, railways, waterways,
grids and pipelines,” the
External Affairs Minister
said.

China announces 84% tariffs on US

Agency:As the trade
war between the United
States and China escalates
and Donald Trump's
reciprocal tariffs take
effect, China on Wednesday
responded sharply with
a series of measures,
including steep retaliatory
tariffs, restrictions on US
companies, and a fresh
complaint filed with the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO). Beijing announced
it will impose tariffs of up
to 84 per cent on US goods
starting Thursday, a sharp
increase from the previously
declared 34 per cent. China
also filed a new complaint
with WTO, warning that
the US tariffs pose a serious
threat to global trade
stability and added 12 US
companies to its export
control list and placed six
others on its unreliable
entities list in response
to Donald Trump's tariff
actions. “The U.S. escalation
of tariffs on China is a
mistake on top of a mistake,
which seriously infringes
of China’s legitimate rights
and interests and seriously
undermines the rules-based
multilateral trading system,”

China’s Finance Ministry
said in a statement. China'’s
retaliatory steps came after
the Trump administration
imposed a staggering 104
per cent tariff on Chinese
goods. Trump's “reciprocal”
tariffs on dozens of
countries took effect on
Wednesday, including the
massive duties on Chinese
goods, escalating a global
trade war. China has
vowed to “fight to the end”
against Trump's tariffs and
has shown no indication

of engaging in talks with
the White House, unlike
many other countries that
have begun discussions.
Beijing maintains that the
economic exchange between
the two largest economies
in the world is “roughly

in balance”. “If the US
insists on further escalating
its economic and trade
restrictions, China has the
firm will and abundant
means to take necessary
countermeasures and fight
to the end”, the Chinese
Ministry of Commerce said
in a recent statement. China
filed a new complaint with
the WTO against further US
tariff measures. It told the

v

WTO that “the situation has
dangerously escalated”. In a
statement to the trade body,
China said, “As one of the
affected members, China
expresses grave concern
and firm opposition to this
reckless move. Reciprocal
tariff is not - and will
never be - a cure for trade
imbalances.

Instead, they will
backfire, harming the US
itself”. China’s Ministry
of Commerce announced
that it has added 12 US
companies to its export
control list and six to its
unreliable entities list,
effective Thursday. Among

those placed on the export
control list are American
Photonics and Novotech,
which will now face a ban
on the export of dual-use
items. Companies added to
the unreliable entities list
-- including Shield AI and
Sierra Nevada Corporation
-- will be prohibited

from engaging in China-
related import and export
activities, as well as from
making investments in the
country. Last week, China
announced a 34 per cent
tariff on all goods imported
from the US, export
controls on rare earths
minerals, and a slew of

other measures in response
to Trump’s “Liberation
Day” tariffs. Trump then
added an additional 50 per
cent tariff on goods from
China, saying negotiations
with them were terminated.
The US says it has a
significant trade deficit
with China, meaning it
imports more from China
than it exports. According
to US data, Chinese exports
to the country totalled
approximately USD 440
billion in 2024 -- nearly
three times the value of
American exports to China,
which stood at around USD
145 billion.

Arr India passenger urinates on another on Delhi-Bangkok flight

Agency: In yet another
case of unruly behaviour
by a flyer on flights, a
passenger urinated on an
Air India flight en route
from Delhi to Bangkok on
Wednesday, officials said.
According to information,
the incident happened
in the business class of
Air India flight AT 2336,
when a man urinated on a
fellow-passenger, who is
said to be the Managing

Director of a big company.
The accused passenger
was seated in the 2D seat
in the business class and
urinated on a passenger
sitting nearby. While the
victim passenger has not
filed a complaint yet in
connection to the incident,
the accused has apologised
for his actions. Later,

Air India confirmed the
incident, saying that the
standard procedure is

being followed and the
matter has been reported
to relevant authorities.
“Air India confirms that
an incident of unruly
passenger behaviour was
reported to the cabin crew
operating flight A12336,
from Delhi to Bangkok,
on 9 April 2025. The crew
followed all laid down
procedures, and the matter
has been reported to the

authorities,” the airline said

Gurugram woman, 24, killed by

lover; husband narrates twisted tale

Agency: In a twisted
love affair, a 24-year-
old married woman was
allegedly stabbed to death
by her lover because she
was seeing another man.
Neelam lived in a rented
accommodation in the
Binola village with her
husband and worked in the
same location. According to
police, her husband testified
that she had affairs with
two men, Vinod and Sudhir,
reports PTIL.

When he came home on
Monday evening, he found
Vinod arguing with his
wife about her also having
an affair with Sudhir. She
kept asking Vinod to leave,

but he picked up a kitchen
knife placed nearby and
stabbed her in the stomach.
Neelam was rushed to the
Civil Hospital in Rewari,
where she succumbed to her

L ol

injuries.

On Tuesday, police
arrested Vinod, a native of
Kandhwachak village in
the Shahjahanpur district of
Uttar Pradesh.

in a statement. It also said
that in addition to warning
the unruly passenger, the
crew offered to assist an
aggrieved passenger to
take up a grievance with
the authorities in Bangkok,
which was declined at

the time. “The standing
Independent Committee
will be convened to

assess the incident and
determine the action, if
any, to be taken against

the unruly passenger. Air
India continues to follow
the SOPs as laid out by

DGCA in such matters,”
a company spokesperson
said.

Tahawwur Rana, David Headley
spoke 231 times before 26/11

Agency: Pakistani-
American terrorist David
Coleman Headley was in
touch with 2008 Mumbai
terror attacks plotter
Tahawwur Hussain Rana and
called him 231 times during
his eight visits to India ahead
of the 26/11 attacks, according
to the NIA dossier exclusively
accessed by Agency. On
September 14, 2006, during
his first visit to India to
conduct recces, Headley called
Rana more than 32 times.
Rana, a Canadian national of
Pakistani origin who served
as a doctor in the Pakistani
Army, was working closely
with Headley, one of the main
conspirators of the 26/11

attacks that killed 166 people.
Headley called Rana 23 times
during his second visit, 40
times during his third, 37
times during his fifth, 33
times during his sixth, and

66 times during his eighth
visit. Barely two months after
US President Donald Trump,
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi by his side, said that
his government had approved
the extradition of the “very
evil” Rana, the 26/11 attack
accused will be finally arriving
in India tomorrow morning

to face legal proceedings.
From obtaining a visa for
Headley to helping him go
undetected in India during his
frequent visits, court records,

accessed by India Today,
reveal details of NIA's case
against Tahawwur Hussain
Rana. The documents show
how Rana assisted Headley
with lodging in India and

in identifying locations for
carrying out a terror attack.
Tahawwur Rana provided
logistic, financial and other
assistance to David Headley
and other co-conspirators
towards the fulfilment of
the criminal conspiracy to
organise terrorist attacks in
India. Tahawwur Rana, along
with David Headley, Abdur
Rehman Hashim Syed and
Ilyas Kashmiri, had planned
and made preparations for
future attacks in India as well.



