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PM “votebank ka virus’ jibe at Congress
draws ‘lip service to Ambedkar’ counter

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
claimed that the Congress
was bitten by “votebank
ka virus” for opposing
the newly-passed Waqf
Amendment Act, saying
the party betrayed BR
Ambedkar’s vision of the
Constitution for social
justice by weaponising it
for their own benefit and
turning it into a tool for
“appeasement”. However,
his remarks were quickly
countered by Congress chief
Mallikarjun Khagre who
accused the Prime Minister
of paying only “lip service”
to B R Ambedkar’s legacy
but doing nothing to fulfil
his wishes. “Congress turned
our sacred Constitution

into a weapon for gaining
power. Whenever Congress
sensed a threat to its hold
on power, it trampled the
Constitution,” PM Modi said
while inaugurating the Hisar
airport in Haryana. Going

a step further, PM Modi
claimed that the Congress
ignored Ambedkar’s vision
of “equality” and instead,
spread the “virus of vote
bank politics.” “Congress
has become the destroyer of
Constitutions. Dr Ambedkar
wanted to bring in equality,
but Congress spread the
virus of vote-bank politics.
Babasaheb wanted every
poor, every backward to

be able to live with dignity
and with their heads held
high, to have dreams and

complete them,” he said.
Drawing attention to the
newly amended Waqf act,
the Prime Minister said that
it was the need of the hour
as the “lakhs of hectares”
of land were not being
used to serve the poor and
needy, but the land mafia
instead. “There are lakhs of
hectares of land in the name
of Waqf. If benefits from
Wagf properties had been
given to the needy, it would
have benefitted them. But
the land mafia benefitted
from these properties,” he
said. PM Modi pointed out
that with the passage of the
newly-amended Act, poor
Muslims will get justice
and the “loot of the poor
will stop.” Upping the ante

Woman stripped off hijab, Hindu
man beaten in UP’s Muzaffarnagar

Agency: A woman was
allegedly stripped off her
hijab and a Hindu man
accompanying her was
assaulted by a group of
men in Uttar Pradesh’s
Muzaffarnagar on Tuesday.
A video of the incident,
which went viral on social
media, sparked massive
outrage. In the video, a man
is seen forcibly removing
the woman'’s hijab, while
others verbally abuse,
harass, and physically
assault her and the man
who was accompanying
her. The altercation
occurred in a narrow lane
in Khalapar area when the
duo, 20-year-old Farheen
and a man named Sachin,
were going to collect a loan
instalment.

Farheen, daughter
of Farhana, who is a
resident of Khalapar and
an employee of Utkarsh
Small Finance Limited, was
accompanied by Sachin on a
motorcycle on her mother’s
instructions. On the way,
they were confronted
by a group of 8-10 men
who allegedly abused and

physically assaulted them.
The entire incident was
recorded on a mobile phone
by a bystander and later

circulated widely on various
social media platforms,
drawing immediate attention
from both the public and
authorities. Upon receiving
information, police rushed
to the spot, dispersed the
mob, and escorted the duo
safely to the police station.
A case was registered

under relevant sections of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
after Farheen filed a
complaint.

“On April 12, between
approximately 4 and 4:30
PM, a Hindu man from
Bhavan area and a Muslim
woman from Khalapar,
both associated with

Utkarsh Small Finance
Bank, were returning from
Sujdu after collecting a
loan installment. They were
stopped and assaulted by
some locals in Darzi Wali
Gali,” Muzaffarnagar City
Circle Officer (CO) Raju
Kumar Sao stated. The six
accused were arrested by
the police after the woman
filed a complaint. Later,

all the accused were seen
limping at the police station
and were escorted by cops.
However, social media users
suspected that the limping
was ‘staged’.

“Further arrests will be
made as more people are
identified from the video.
Strict legal action will
follow,” CO Raju Kumar
Sao said.

on Ambedkar Jayanti, PM
Modi claimed that Congress
never used the Constitution
to benefit anyone, including
the Muslims, Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
and Other Backward Classes.
“Congress has always treated
SCs, STs, and OBCs as
second-class citizens. While
their leaders were enjoying
themselves in their own
swimming pools, only 16 out
of every household had the
facility to get piped water,”
said PM Modi. Hitting out at
the Prime Minister, kharge
said, “The Modi government
takes the name of Ambedkar
but is not ready to fulfil his
aspirations and wishes. They
only pay lip service”. “The
Centre is making policies

on the basis of the 2011
census and nothing is known
about the 2021 census that
was supposed to happen.
Policies are made on the
basis of census. We demand
that along with the general
census, a caste census should
also be conducted so as

to know how much which
section has progressed,” he
added.
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Salman Khan again gets
threat; sender threatens to
enter his house, blow up his car

Agency: The Mumbai
traffic police have got
a message threatening
actor Salman Khan and
registered a case, officials
said on Monday. In the
message, received on the
traffic police’s WhatsApp
helpline on Sunday, the
sender threatened to blow
up the actor’s car and also
thrash him by entering his
residence, a police official
said. An official posted at
the traffic police control
room then alerted seniors.
The Worli police here
registered a case against
the unidentified person
under Section 351(2) (3)
(criminal intimidation )
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, he said. A probe

is on, the official added.
The traffic police helpline
has received many threat
messages targeting the
59-year-old actor in the
recent past. Khan had earlier
received death threats from
the Lawrence Bishnoi gang.
While Bishnoi is lodged in
Ahmedabad’s Sabarmati jail
in cases including attempted

murder and extortion,
suspected members of his
gang opened fire outside

the actor’s Bandra home in
April last year. Weeks after
that, the Navi Mumbai police
claimed to have uncovered a
plot by the Bishnoi gang to
kill Khan when he travelled
to his farmhouse at Panvel
near Mumbai.

India has filed for extradition of fugitive Mehul Choksi: Belgium

Agency: The Belgian
federal public service
of justice on Monday
confirmed that India has
filed an extradition request
for fugitive Mehul Choksi,
who has been arrested in
Belgium for his involvement
in the Rs 13,000 crore PNB
bank loan “fraud” case.
The Belgian federal public
service of justice said,
“Mehul Choksi was arrested
on Saturday, April 12,
2025. He is being detained
in anticipation of further
judicial proceedings. Access
to his legal counsel has been
assured. The Belgian Federal
Public Service of Justice
can confirm that the Indian
authorities have introduced
an extradition request for
Choksi.” Choksi, 65, was
taken into custody by Belgian
authorities on Saturday
(April 12) after the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) requested
his extradition. He had been
living in Antigua since fleeing
India in 2018, and was
recently traced to Belgium,
where he had reportedly
gone for medical treatment.
Choksi is the second main
accused in the PNB scam

after his nephew, Nirav
Modi, who is currently in a
London prison and is also
fighting extradition to India.
Sources said that although
the Interpol Red Notice
against Choksi was deleted
some time ago, Indian
agencies have been actively
pursuing his extradition. Two
arrest warrants issued by

a Mumbai special court in
2018 and 2021 were shared
with Belgian authorities as
part of the request. Formal
extradition procedures are
currently underway, and
Choksi may seek bail on
health grounds.

His lawyer, Vijay
Agarwal, confirmed the
arrest and said that Choksi is
currently in a Belgian prison.
“At the moment, he is in
prison and there (Belgium ),
the procedure is not to apply
for bail but file an appeal.
During that appeal, request
is made that he should not
be kept in detention and
he should be permitted to
defend himself and oppose
the extradition request
while not being in custody,”
Agarwal said, adding that
their legal defense will also
highlight concerns about
prison conditions in India and

Centre might take fight back to SC as ruling curtails President's power

Agency: The central
government is likely to
challenge the Supreme Court’s
recent landmark judgment that
set a deadline for governors
and the President to clear Bills
passed by state Assemblies.
The April 8 ruling in the
State of Tamil Nadu vs the
governor, in a way, curtailed
the powers of the President
too. The Centre is planning to
move a review petition, sources
told news agency PTI and
other news outlets. With the
ruling, the Supreme Court set
a three-month deadline for the
President on Bills referred by
governors. This, in a way, takes
away the President’s power of
“absolute veto”. The judgment
in the Tamil Nadu case was
delivered by a two-judge bench
of Justice JB Pardiwala and
Justice R Mahadevan.

It wasn't clear, however,

what the review petition would
challenge. It wasn't divulged
if the Centre would be seeking
a review of the deadline that
had been set or the doing away
with the absolute veto of the
President. It might also seek

a review on the grounds that
the Centre didn't get to put
forward its arguments in the
case. This will be clear once
the government approaches

the apex court. Discussions are
on at the highest echelon of
the government on the review
petition and, in all probability,
it will be filed in the

Supreme Court, PTI reported,
quoting sources. Attorney
General (AG) of India, R
Venkataramani, told The Indian
Express that the President
should have been heard in the
matter, but refused to confirm
if the Centre would be filing

a review petition. The Hindu,

quoting an unnamed senior
official, said that a petition was
being readied seeking a review
on the Supreme Court judgment
as “the Centre's points were
not reflected strongly enough
during the arguments in

the case”. The New Indian
Express reported that the Home
Ministry -- the nodal agency
for processing references

of Bills and communicating

the President’s decisions to
states -~ has cited certain
“infirmities” in points of law as
this matter directly involves its
jurisdiction.

The Supreme Court also
used extraordinary powers
vested in it under Article 142
of the Constitution, and cleared
10 Bills that were delayed by
Tamil Nadu Governor RN
Ravi. This extraordinary step
resulted in the implementation
of laws without the signature of

Punjab-born surgeon killed in US
plane crash; husband was the pilot

Agency: Punjab-born
surgeon Joy Saini and five
of her family members were
killed in a plane crash in New
York. The small aircraft,
which was being piloted by
her husband, Michael Groff,
was en route from Westchester
County Airport in White Plains
to Columbia County Airport.
Saini had immigrated to the
US with her parents. The plane
with Saini and her family
members crashed just 10
miles short of its destination,
according to the Associated
Press. On board were the
couple’s children, Karenna and

Jared Goff, Jared's partner,
Alexia Couyutas Duarte,
and Karenna's boyfriend,
James Santoro. Their third
child, Anika, was not on
the flight. The family was
headed to the Catskills for a
joint birthday and Passover
celebration. The plane took
off Saturday morning, with
the group expected to arrive
by noon. The National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) reported that the
aircraft crashed south of
the intended airport. Todd
Inman, an NTSB official, said
the plane was “compressed,

buckled and embedded in
the terrain.” Moments before
the crash, Michael Groff had
contacted Columbia County
Airport’s control tower,
reporting a missed approach
and requesting permission to
try landing again. A video
recovered by investigators
shows the aircraft intact until
the final seconds before it
plunged to the ground at

a steep descent. Karenna
Groff, a standout athlete

and biomedical engineering
graduate from MIT, has
received the 2022 NCAA
Woman of the Year award.

a governor or the President, a
first in India. Among the Bills
cleared by the Supreme Court,
were even those rejected by the
President.

Attorney General
Venkataramani told The Indian
Express that the President
was not given a chance to be
heard before deciding upon
her powers by the Supreme
Court. It was the AG who
represented the governor of
Tamil Nadu, RN Ravi, in
this case. Setting a deadline,
the two-judge bench of the
Supreme Courts said: “We
deem it appropriate to adopt
the timeline prescribed by the
Ministry of Home Affairs...
and prescribe that the
President is required to take a
decision on the bills reserved
for his consideration by the
Governor within a period of
three months from the date

on which such reference

is received.” The Supreme
Court held the delay on the
10 Bills for the President’s
consideration in the second
round as “illegal” and “liable
to be set aside”. The court
then said that “Where the
Governor reserves a Bill

for the consideration of the
President and the President
in turn withholds assent
thereto then, it shall be open
to the State Government to
assail such an action before
this Court”. Another point
of contention could be how
the April 8 judgment curtails
the power of the President
by setting deadlines to decide
upon the Bills passed by the
state legislature. This, in
fact, takes away the power
of “absolute veto” of the
President, given under Article
201 of the Indian Constitution.

Drugs valued at Rs 1,800 cr

dumped in sea off Gujarat seized

Agency: The Gujarat Anti-
Terrorist Squad (ATS) and the
Coast Guard have seized 300
kg of drugs valued at Rs 1,800
crore which were dumped into
the Arabian Sea by smugglers
before fleeing across the
international boundary line,
officials said on Monday. The
seized contraband is suspected
to be methamphetamine and
has been handed over to the
ATS for further probe, a
release by the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) said. The ATS
and the Coast Guard carried
out the joint operation near
the International Maritime

L ol

Boundary Line (IMBL ) in the
Arabian Sea off Gujarat on the
intervening night of April 12
and 13, said the release. Upon
seeing the approaching Coast
Guard ship, the smugglers,
who were on a boat, dumped
the contraband into the sea
and fled across the IMBL,

it said. “In an overnight
operation on April 12-13, the
Indian Coast Guard undertook
an intelligence based anti-
narcotics operation at the sea
jointly with the Gujarat ATS.
More than 300 kg of narcotics
approximately valued at Rs
1,800 crore have been seized.

MERUL CHOKS!
ARRESTED

IN BELGIUM

claim the case is politically
motivated. Choksi, his
company Gitanjali Gems,
Nirav Modi, their associates,
and some PNB officials were
booked by the CBI and ED in
2018 for allegedly cheating
the bank. The scam involved
the fraudulent issuance
of Letters of Undertaking
(LOUs) and Foreign Letters
of Credit (FLCs), causing
massive financial losses. The
CBI has filed two charge
sheets against Choksi, while
the ED has submitted three
prosecution complaints in
connection with the case.
Union law minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal on Monday
called the arrest of Choksi
a “success” for India’s

diplomatic efforts. “Look, our
external affairs minister has
said clearly, and I will also
repeat it. The government
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
had successful diplomacy,
which is part of the foreign
policy. Because of successful
diplomacy only we can do
this work (extradition ).
This is a proud moment

for India,” Meghwal said
during a program paying
tribute to BR Ambedkar.
Following Choksi's arrest,
minister of state for finance
Pankaj Chaudhary lauded
the move, calling it a “very
big achievement.” “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
already said that those who

have looted the money of
the poor will have to return
it. And action is being taken
against such people in the
country. Mehul Choksi has
been arrested; it is definitely
a very big achievement,”
Chaudhrary said.

Meanwhile, Choksi's
lawyer, Vijay Aggarwal,
said that his “human rights”
will be “greatly affected” if
he is extradited back to the
country. “His human rights
will be greatly affected,”
Aggarwal said. “That’s a
procedure. Basically, we
will be defending it on two
grounds. It is a political
case and, secondly, because
of the human condition in
India,” he added.

Muslim keeps Quran in heart and

Constitution in hand: Jharkhand minister

Representative = Ranchi

Jharkhand minister
Hafizul Hassan ignited a
massive political firestorm
on Monday after the
JMM leader said he
prioritises Shariat over
Constitution, and claimed
that a Muslim “keeps
the Quran in his heart
and the Constitution in
his hand”. The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
lashed out at Hassan
calling his comments “a
blatant insult” to Indian
democracy. “For those
who have Sharia in their
hearts, the doors to
Pakistan and Bangladesh
are open. India will run
only under the Constitution
of Baba Saheb Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar and will remain
supreme,”’ the Jharkhand
unit of BJP said in a post
on X. Zubin Ashara, who
serves as the state media
co-head of Gujarat BJP,
further accused the INDIA
bloc of being packed
with “people who treat
religious law as superior
to the very foundation of
our nation.” “A minister
like Hassan Ansari saying
Sharia outweighs the
Indian Constitution is not
boldness, it's a blatant
insult to our democracy.
INDI Alliance seems
packed with such mindset
people who treat religious
law as superior to the very
foundation of our nation,”
he said.

On Sunday, Hassan
speaking about the ongoing
Wagqf protests across the
country said that a Muslim
“keeps the Quran in his
heart and the Constitution
in his hand.” Hassan, who
serves as the minority
affairs minister in the
JMM-led government,
accused the Central
government of targeting
Muslims in order to “send
them to jail.” “Waqf is not
a new concept — it has
existed for 1,400 years and
continues today. Shariat
is bigger for me. We keep
Quran in our heart and the
Constituion in our hand. A
muslim keeps the Quran in
his heart and Constitution
in his hand. So we will
first hold the Shariat and
then the Constituion,”
he said while speaking
to a local news channel.
He labelled the Waqf
Act a “political stunt” by
BJP, warning that within
the next six months, the
Centre would introduce
laws targeting Christians
and tribal communities.
Hassan's comments

==

come as the country is
witnessing widespread
protests with the agitation
in West Bengal leading to
over 200 arrests.

“Muslims sabr mein
hai kabr mein nahi
(muslims are patient,
but not dead ),” Hassan
said, adding, “If they
push us too far, it will
lead to massive unrest
both in the country and
globally.” On 5 April,
President Droupadi
Murmu approved the
Waqf (Amendment ) Bill,
2025, and the Mussalman
Wakf (Repeal ) Bill,
2025, both passed during
the budget session. The
amendment bill aims to
modernise waqf property
management, streamline
surveys, registrations, and
dispute resolution, and
empower stakeholders.
However, it has triggered
backlash, with parties
like Congress, AIMIM,
and AAP challenging it
in the Supreme Court.
They argue the bill could
adversely affect waqf
oversight.



