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Agency: An initial probe
into the massive violence
that rocked West Bengal
over the Wagqf law has
revealed the involvement
of Bangladeshi miscreants,
the Union Home Ministry
was informed, according
to sources. The probe also
found that the Mamata
Banerjee-led government
failed to monitor the
intruders as unrest gripped
Murshidabad district and
South 24 Parganas during
protests over the Waqf
law, killing three people
and injuring several others.
Among those killed were a
father-son duo who were
hacked to death by a mob in
Samsherganj. Two brothers
were arrested on Tuesday
for the murder.

West Bengal, which
has over 80,480 Waqf
properties - second only to
Uttar Pradesh’s 2.2 lakh,
has witnessed widespread
protests after the passage
of the Wagqf law earlier
this month. The law, which
expands the government's
role in regulating Waqf
properties, is being seen
by a section of the Muslim
community as a move to
“snatch” their land. The

~

Centre has rejected such
claims. Several shops and
vehicles were torched

and homes of locals were
ransacked after protests
against the Waqf law
turned violent in Suti and
Samserganj of Murshidabad
district. A large number
of locals have also fled
these areas since unrest
gripped the Muslim-
majority district on April
11. Murshidabad, which
borders Bangladesh, has a
66% Muslim population,

India-US to hold
another round of
trade talks in May

B

Agency: India and the
US will hold another round
of trade talks in May,
while virtual meetings
between negotiators will
commence this week,

a senior official of the
Ministry of Commerce said
on Tuesday. An Indian
team of negotiators led

by Additional Secretary
Rajesh Aggarwal had met
with US counterparts for
four days (March 26-29).
The meeting had happened
in the backdrop of US
President Donald Trump
threatening reciprocal tariffs
on Indian goods entering
the US. Trump, on April

3, had paused the tariff
imposition for 90 days. The
commerce ministry official
said the terms of reference
for bilateral trade agreement
(BTA) negotiations have
been agreed upon. The
negotiations will start
virtually this week, and
these virtual discussions

are to lead to physical
negotiations, perhaps in
the second half of May.
Meanwhile, Secretary
Commerce Sunil Barthwal,
while answering questions,
said: “With the US, we
have chosen a clear path
that is of trade liberalization
and BTA,” adding, “I think
if we follow this path,
India’s trade with the US
will grow. There will be
more opportunities than
concerns.” Both countries
will aim to increase trade
through a BTA, and there
will be higher trade in case
the BTA materializes. The
two sides are discussing a
bilateral trade agreement
and plan to implement

the first tranche of the
agreement by September-
October this year. Officials
said the BTA is to be
finalized by September-
October, but it does not
mean that it cannot be done
before that.

according to the 2011
Census. The unrest spilled
over to Bhangar in South
24 Parganas district on
Monday when a protest led
by the India Secular Front
(ISF) against the Waqf law
turned violent. Protesters
clashed with police and set
fire to vehicles after they
were stopped from heading
to Kolkata. Amid the
violence, Bengal Governor
CV Ananda Bose sought

a detailed report from the
Trinamool government. The

CM Himanta

declares Assamese

compulsory

official language
for govt works

Agency: Assamese to be

compulsory official language for all
government notifications, orders,
acts and other such works in Assam,
declared chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Tuesday. The chief
minister said in the BTR and Barak
Valley district, Bengali and Bodo
languages shall be used respectively.
“The English language shall continue
to be used for communication with
the government of India, central
government offices and other state
governments establishments,”

BNM@MISCELLANEOUS

Bangladeshi miscreants involved — Ayodhya Ram Manc

in Bengal Waqf violence: Sources

Calcutta High Court has
also stepped in, ordering
the deployment of central
forces in sensitive areas.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee appealed
for calm and claimed that
the contentious legislation
wouldn't be implemented in
the state. Police said a total
of 210 people have so far
been arrested in connection
with the violence and the
situation in Murshidabad
was gradually returning to
normal.

the notification by the Assam
government read. The government
said that for “interpretation of the
provisions contained in any rules,
acts, regulations, office order, court
orders or judgements, the English
version shall prevail”
the 2011 Census of India, Assamese
is the most widely spoken language
in Assam, with approximately 15.1
million people - around 48.38% of
the state’s population - reporting it as
their mother tongue. Bengali follows
as the second most spoken language,
with about 9.02 million speakers,
constituting nearly 29.9% of the

population.

Bodo, recognised as an official
language in parts of Assam, is spoken
by approximately 1.48 million people,
making up around 4.5% of the state’s
population. These figures highlight
Assam’s rich linguistic diversity,
shaped by its unique cultural and
ethnic landscape. Last year, the Union

Agency: The Ram
Temple trust has received a
bomb threat mail, warning
about a security threat to
the Ram Temple in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ayodhya, which
was inaugurated in January
last year. The warning was
received in the mail of Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, the body
which manages the Ram
Temple, on Monday night.
In the threat mail, it was
written that the authorities
should increase the security
of the temple. Police said
that an individual from
Tamil Nadu wrote the email
in English, news agency PTI
reported. The threat mail

was also received in many
other districts, including
Barabanki and Chandauli.
The Ram Temple trust

filed an FIR in Ayodhya in
connection with the matter.
The cyber cell is probing the
issue. Meanwhile, a security
wall spanning approximately
four kilometres is being
erected around the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya and is
anticipated to be finalised
in 18 months, Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple
Building Construction
Committee chairperson
Nripendra Misra said on
Monday. “Engineers India
Limited will construct the
security wall for the Ram

Raid at AAP MLLA Mohali house in
Rs 48,000 crore Pearl Agro fraud

Agency: The
Enforcement Directorate
is conducting searches at
more than 15 locations,
including the residential
premises of AAP leader
Kulwant Singh in Mohali.
The searches are related to
the Pearl Agro Corporation
Limited (PACL) matter,
pertaining to investor fraud
involving an amount of
Rs 48,000 crore. An FIR
has also been registered
against associates of the
late Nirmal Singh Bhangoo

. According to

for illegally disposing of
the properties of PACL and
associate entities. In this
case, ED's multiple teams
are conducting raids at 15
locations across Haryana,
Punjab, Rajasthan, and
Delhi.

cabinet on October 3 sanctioned
conferring classical language status

to the Assamese, Marathi, Pali,

Retail inflation dips marginally to
nearly 6-year low of 3.34% in March

Agency: Retail inflation dipped
marginally to a nearly six-year low of

3.34 per cent in March due to a decline in
prices of vegetables and protein-rich items.
The Consumer Price Index (CPI)-based
inflation was 3.61 per cent in February
and 4.85 per cent in March last year. The
inflation rate in March 2025 is the lowest
since August 2019, when it was 3.28 per
cent. Food inflation in March was 2.69 per

cent compared to 3.75 per cent in February
and 8.52 per cent in March 2024. Last
week, the Reserve Bank reduced the key
short-term lending rate (repo) by 25 bps in
the wake of easing inflation. The Reserve
Bank has projected CPI inflation for the
current fiscal 2025-26 at 4 per cent, with
Q1 at 3.6 per cent, Q2 at 3.9 per cent, Q3
at 3.8 per cent, and Q4 at 4.4 per cent.

last year.

MIT says 9 student visas revoked without
explanation: ‘Extremely concerning’

Agency: The
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) has said
that visas and immigration
statuses for nine of its
international students and
researchers were revoked
without any prior warning
or explanation. The move
comes as part of the Trump
administration’s crackdown
on immigration as well as
an attempt to temper the
activism that they perceive
as hostile to conservatives.
Till now, the US government
has cancelled the visas of
nearly 530 students, faculty
and researchers across 88
colleges and universities, as
per a report by CBS. In a

letter to the MIT community,
university president Sally
Kornbluth on Monday
expressed concern over the
recent government actions
that, she said, threatened not
just MIT’s operations but also
the country’s ability to attract
top global talent and maintain
scientific leadership.

“Since April 4, nine
members of our community
- students, recent graduates
and postdocs - have had
their visas and immigration
status unexpectedly revoked,”
Kornbluth wrote, adding
that the lack of any official
communication or rationale
from the government was
alarming. While the institute

was not directly involved

in the lawsuit filed by one
affected student, it says

it remained “extremely
concerned” about the
broader implications. “These
actions are interfering with
the normal functioning of
MIT,” Kornbluth said. “They
diminish our ability both to
serve the nation and to attract
the world’s finest talent.”
The visa revocations come
alongside a separate federal
policy shift that prompted
MIT and several other top-
tier universities, including
Princeton, Caltech and the
University of Illinois, to sue
the Department of Energy
(DOE) in a Boston federal

court. The lawsuit challenges
the administration’s sudden
decision to cap indirect
research cost reimbursements
at 15 per cent, a move that
could result in hundreds of
millions in lost funding for
academic institutions engaged
in high-stakes research.
Indirect costs cover vital
infrastructure and services
that support scientific research
but aren't tied to a specific
project. These include

safety protocols, facility
maintenance, data storage
and compliance systems.
MIT noted that nearly 1,000
members of its community
rely on DOE grants, which
were now at risk.

Inflation

The risks are evenly balanced. Meanwhile,
wholesale price inflation declined to a six-
month low of 2.05 per cent in March as
prices of vegetables, potato and other food
items eased, government data showed on
Tuesday. Wholesale price index (WPI)-
based inflation was 2.38 per cent in
February. It was 0.26 per cent in March

Prakrit, and Bengali languages. The
state cabinet on October 8 endorsed

a resolution to celebrate the status
granted to the language and express
gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for “the significant gesture
towards Assam’s cultural and language
heritage”.
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Temple. The conclusive
resolution regarding the
wall’s height, thickness and
design has been established.
Construction will be
initiated after soil testing,”
he said. Misra indicated
that the Ram Temple
construction was advancing
towards completion within

hreat mail, FIR filed

six months. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took part
in the pran pratishtha
(consecration ) of Ram
Lalla idol (childhood form
of Lord Ram) at the Ram
Temple on January 22 last
year. On the same day,

the temple was opened to
visitors.

Gold reclaims all-time high of Rs
96,450; silver climbs Rs 2, 500

Agency: Gold prices
rose by Rs 50 to revisit
the all-time high of Rs
96,450 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Tuesday,
according to the All India
Sarafa Association. On
Monday, the yellow metal
of 99.9 per cent purity
fell by Rs 50 to settle at
Rs 96,400 per 10 grams.
Gold of 99.5 per cent
purity increased by Rs 50
to reclaim its all-time high
level of Rs 96,000 per 10
grams against the previous
close of Rs 95,950 per 10
grams. Meanwhile, silver
prices climbed by Rs 2,500
to Rs 97,500 per kg on
the back of fresh industrial
demand. The white metal
had declined by Rs 500
to close at Rs 95,000 per
kg on Monday. Globally,
spot gold appreciated by
$13.67 or 0.43 per cent
to $3,224.60 per ounce.
Also, Comex gold futures
for June delivery went up
0.47 per cent to $3,241.50
per ounce. “Gold prices
remain steady near all-
time highs, buoyed by
a weakening dollar and
persistent uncertainty
surrounding US trade
policy,” Chintan Mehta,
Chief Executive Officer at
Abans Financial Services,
said. The US Federal
Reserve Chair Jerome

Powell’s upcoming press
conference on Wednesday
will be in focus, with
investors seeking signals on
how the central bank may
respond if trade tensions
intensify or economic
conditions weaken, Mehta
added. Spot silver in the
Asian market hours fell
marginally at $32.32 per
ounce.

According to HDFC
Securities’ senior analyst
of commodities Saumil
Gandhi, traders are now
looking towards US
macro data, including
the NY Empire State
Manufacturing Index
to be released later on
Tuesday. Further, market
participants will also be
awaiting speeches from
the Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC )
member Thomas Barkin
and European Central
Bank (ECB) president
Christine Lagarde for
more insights. However,
the major focus remains
on tariff-related headlines,
which could affect bullion
prices, Gandhi said.

Palak Tiwari on debut with Salman Khan:
Wouldn’t have done it any other way

Agency: Palak Tiwari
isn't new to the spotlight,
but her journey in films
is just beginning. In a
candid conversation with
India Today, the young
actor opened up about her
much-talked-about debut
with Salman Khan in ‘Kisi
Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan’, and
why her upcoming film ‘The
Bhootniii’ is where she feels
the real judgment begins.
Palak made her film debut
under one of Bollywood’s
biggest stars, Salman Khan.
And while her screen time
in the film was limited, she
looks back at the experience
with deep gratitude. “With

my first film, I didn’t know
what I wanted. I just wanted
to be out there, you know ?”
she says, honestly. “I'm

so grateful for Salman sir.
Really, like, people can

say whatever they want,

but I would have done it

no other way.” She recalls
her time on the set not as a
missed opportunity, but as a
formative experience. “I'm so
glad I was on that film set for
my first film ever, because

I learned so much. I learned
what it is, what it means

to truly be an actor, and a
successful one, and still just
be so hardworking. He truly
is hardworking.” According

to Palak, the values and
discipline she picked up
during the shoot are lessons
for life. “I've learned so
much from Salman sir, and
these are values and things
that he's taught me that I
will carry with me till the
day I die. Truly. So, it was
literally invaluable to me that
I was with him for my first
film.” While audiences may
not have seen much of her
in her debut, Palak has no
qualms about it. “At least in
the first film. Like you said,
there wasn't enough of me. It
was Salman's first film, and
nobody could take that away
from him.

‘Cracks’ on Rs 3,831 crore JP Ganga
Path in Bihar sparks concern

Agency: Days after
Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar inaugurated the fourth
segment of the JP Ganga
Path in Patna on April 10,
the project came under public
scrutiny due to alleged cracks
discovered near pillar A-3
towards Didarganj. However,
the State Road Construction
Minister, Nitin Nabin,
and the Bihar State Road
Development Corporation
Limited (BSRDCL) have
clarified that the observed
gaps are expansion joints,
not structural cracks. Videos
showing the alleged cracks
in the recently inaugurated
section circulated widely
on social media, triggering

concerns over the quality of
construction and materials
used in flyovers and bridges
across Bihar. In response,
senior officials and engineers
from Bihar Rajya Pul Nirman
Nigam Limited (BRPNNL ),
the nodal agency for the
ambitious project, conducted
an inspection at the site

on Monday. Shirsat Kapil
Ashok, Managing Director
of BSRDCL and Chairman
of BRPNNL, inspected the
location and stated that the
10mm gap was an intentional
expansion joint designed

to accommodate weather-
induced movements between
two connected structures.
Minister Nabin also

explained, “In the JP Ganga
Path project, what appears
to be a crack in the bridge is
actually an expansion joint.
This joint connects the dirt
wall of the abutment with
the approach slab at the

end of the bridge structure.
It was initially covered by
the expansion joint casting.
The joint serves a specific
purpose-allowing for the
expansion and contraction
of the structure.” He added
that the joint became visible
due to vehicular movement
following the commencement
of traffic operations on April
10. “The joint was sealed
with filler material, which
was later dislodged. It has

been refilled. The bridge
structure itself remains
intact, with no structural

cracks present,” the minister
clarified. Nabin directed

the Chief General Manager
(CGM) to submit a detailed
report on JP Ganga Path by
April 16. He also assured the
public that he would visit the
site personally for a physical
inspection on Wednesday.
The 20.5-kilometre JP
Ganga Path, stretching from
Digha to Didarganj, is being
constructed in four phases at
an estimated cost of Rs 3,831
crore.S



