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China now faces up to 245% tariff on imports:White ‘Maj or terror p]()t f()]led, miltration
House calls it result of retaliatory actions

Agency: The US
announced that China
now faces a new tariff
of up to 245% due to
its retaliatory measures,
according to a statement
by the White House on
late Tuesday. The order
also included explanations
for the reciprocal tariffs
announced on April 2.
“China now faces up to a
245% tariff on imports to
the United States as a result
of its retaliatory actions,”
the White House said. “On
Day One, President Trump
initiated his America First
Trade Policy to make
America’s economy great
again,” it said. “More than
75 countries have already
reached out to discuss new
trade deals. As a result, the
individualised higher tariffs
are currently paused amid
these discussions, except for
China, which retaliated,”
it added. Before the latest
revision, a 145% tariff was
being levied on Chinese
exports to the United
States. The US President
Donald Trump had imposed
reciprocal tariffs on dozens
of countries with which

the US has a trade deficit.
Later, President Trump had
decided to pause the tariffs
for 90 days after many
countries initiated talks with
the US administration for a
trade deal.

Earlier, China had
ordered the country's
airlines to not to take any
more deliveries of jets
of the American airplane
manufacturer Boeing, the
international news agency,
Bloomberg had said in a
report. The agency had
quoted sources as saying
that the Chinese government
had also ordered the
domestic carriers to stop
buying all aircraft-related
equipment and parts from
US companies. Before
that, the Xi Jinping led
government had also
imposed restrictions on the
export of seven rare earth
materials which were used
across crucial industries.
Additionally, the world’s
second biggest economy
had also halted shipments
of magnets at Chinese
ports that were essential
for assembling everything
from cars and drones to

SC starts hearin

Agency: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday
heard multiple petitions
challenging the
constitutional validity of the
Waqf (Amendment ) Act,
2025.

It noted that undoing
“waqf by user” would create
several issues and sought
the central government'’s
reply to over 100 petitions
challenging the Act.
However, it refused to put
a stay on the operation of
the law. On inclusion of
non-Muslim members in
the Central and state Waqf
boards, the apex court asked
if the BJP-led Centre would
“allow Muslims to be part
of Hindu religious trusts”.

It ruled that ex-officio
members could be appointed
regardless of religion but
others had to be Muslims.
The top court noted that
most of the mosques were
built during 14th and 15th
century and and producing
a “registered deed” was
impossible. “Many of the
masjids are created in 14th
or 15th centuries. To require
them to produce a registered
deed is impossible. Most

of the cases, say Jama
Masjid Delhi, the waqf

will be waqf-by-user,” CJI
Sanjiv Khanna said. “If

you are going to de-notify

India first ATM on train launched

waqf-by-user properties, it
will be an issue,” he added.
Kapil Sibal had argued that
the abolition of the ‘waqf
by user’ provision struck

at the core of religious
practice, asserting, “Its my
integral part of religion,

its recognised in Ram
Janbhoomi judgment.
Problem is, they will say

if a waqf is created 3000
years ago, they will ask for
deed.”

The removal of the
provision is another point
of contention driving
the anti-Wagqf protests.
Under the Waqf Act of
1954, properties could
be designated as waqf
if they had long been
used for religious or
charitable purposes, even
in the absence of official
documentation. The
amendment does away with
this classification, raising
concerns and ambiguity
over the legal status of
many such properties.

The apex court has sought
clarification over non-
Muslim members in the
Wagf council. “Will you
allow Muslims to be part of
Hindu religious trusts,” it
asked. It said that ex-officio
members could be appointed
regardless of their faith

but others members had

America's
highest tariff on
China is 245%

o

Incdia Thailand

robots and missiles. Earlier
on April 14, 2025, the

US President Trump had
termed tariff exemptions
on semiconductors as fake
news.

And had said on social
media platform, ‘Truth
Social’ that he would put
semiconductors and the
‘WHOLE ELECTRONICS
SUPPLY CHAIN’ under

China Wietnam Taiw

the National Security
Tariff Investigations.

The top Republican had
added that the electronic
items would be put under
separate tariff bucket. The
White House then stated
that total additional tariffs
on China imports actually
stood at 245% due to all the
retaliatory measures taken
so far.

route exposed,’ say pollce

Agency: The four recent
encounters in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua district
“exposed” the route used
by terrorists to infiltrate
into India from across the
International Border (IB),
a senior police officer said
on Wednesday. Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Kathua, Shobhit Saxena
also said the successful
recovery of huge quantities
of arms and ammunition,
including explosives, from
the terrorists after the gun
fights scuttled a major
plan of the terror groups
to carry out a major strike
in Jammu and Kashmir.
Kathua district witnessed
four encounters between a
group of recently infiltrated
terrorists and security forces
in the past one month. Two
heavily-armed terrorists
were eliminated in Safiyan
forest on March 27. Four
police personnel were killed
in the encounter which took
place four days after police
intercepted the infiltrating
terrorists in Saniyal forest
of Hiranagar sector. “We
are chasing the remaining

on Waql Amendment Act

.
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to be Muslims. According
to the Act, in the Central
Wagf Council, up to two of
the 22 appointed (non-ex
officio ) members may be
individuals from non-
Muslim communities. State
Wagf Boards may include
up to two non-Muslim
members among the 11
appointed (non-ex officio)
positions. Addressing the
anti-Wagqf protests that
turned violent in Bengal's
Murshidabad killing

three, SC said that it was
“very disturbed”. “Once
Supreme Court is seized
of the matter, this should
not happen,” the CJI said.
Violent protests erupted

in Murshidabad on April
11 over the contentious

on Mumbai Panchavatl Express

Agency: For the first time, Indian
Railways has introduced an ATM
inside a train, allowing passengers
on the Mumbai-Manmad Panchavati
Express to withdraw cash during their
journey. Central Railway (CR ) has
introduced this to make travel a little
more convenient for passengers who
might need cash during their journey.
The ATM, provided by a private bank,
is placed comfortably within an air-
conditioned coach. It’s installed in a
small cubicle towards the back of the
coach, in an area formerly occupied by
a temporary pantry. To protect it and
make it simple to operate as the train
travels, the cubicle is equipped with
a shutter door. This pilot program is
about experimenting with the feasibility
of having cash withdrawal facilities
on rolling trains, and it could pave the
way for similar services in the future
if the experiment is successful.
ATM has been put in place on board
the Panchavati Express on a trial basis,”
said Swapnil Nila, Chief Public Relations
Officer of Central Railway, as reported
by PTI. Based on the outcome of this
experiment, officials are contemplating
taking the facility to other trains on a
broader NFR (New Frontier Railways)

“The

plan. In order to accommodate the ATM,
the coach was modified at the Manmad
Railway Workshop. Railway authorities
are now monitoring their performance
closely so that network connectivity
remains stable along the entire route,
allowing passengers to withdraw cash
without a problem. The Panchavati
Express is a daily running train between
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) in Mumbai and Manmad
Junction in Nashik. Recognised for

its timely schedule and quick journey
duration, the total travel time covers
around 4 hours and 35 minutes. In the
event of a successful trial, more ATMS
on other trains are likely to be installed
by Indian Railways, making it convenient
for travellers with the ability to withdraw
money when on the run.

Wagf (Amendment) Act,
leading to the deaths of
three individuals, injuries to
many others, and significant
property damage. According
to the West Bengal Police,
150 people have been
arrested so far in connection
with the violence, and
security has been stepped
up with heavy police
deployment in affected
areas such as Samserganj
and Dhuliyan. The BJP-

led central government
recently notified the Waqf
(Amendment ) Act, 2025,
following its passage in
Parliament amid intense
debates in both houses.

The bill received President
Droupadi Murmu's assent
on April 5. It was approved

in the Lok Sabha with

288 votes in favour and
232 against, while in the
Rajya Sabha, it passed with
128 members supporting
and 95 opposing it.
However, a total of 72
petitions have been filed
challenging the validity

of the Act. Petitioners
include AIMIM leader
Asaduddin Owaisi, the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB ), Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind, the DMK,
and Congress MPs Imran
Pratapgarhi and Mohammad
Jawed. In response, the
Centre filed a caveat in

the Supreme Court on
April 8, requesting to be
heard before any orders are
issued.

Justice BR Gavai likely to
succeed Sanjiv Khanna as
next Chief Justice of India

Agency: The name of
Justice Bhushan R Gavai
has been proposed as the
next Chief Justice of India
(CI), with the Supreme
Court forwarding the
recommendation to the Law
Ministry. The proposal came
from the incumbent Chief
Justice, Sanjiv Khanna, who
is due to retire on May 13. As
per convention, the sitting CJI
recommends the senior-most
judge in line as their successor.
Earlier, the Law Ministry had
formally requested Justice
Khanna to name his successor,
triggering the process of
appointment. Justice Gavai,
if appointed, will become the
52nd Chief Justice of India.
He is likely to take the oath
of the top judicial chair on
May 14. However, Justice
Gavai will serve as the Chief
Justice of India only for six
months as he is due to retire
in November 2025. Justice
Gavai was appointed as a
judge of the Supreme Court of

India on May 24, 2019. Born
on November 24, 1960, in
Amravati, Maharashtra, he is
the son of the late RS Gavai, a
noted social activist and former
Governor of Bihar and Kerala.
Justice Gavai began his judicial
career as an Additional Judge
of the Bombay High Court

on November 14, 2003, and
became a Permanent Judge on
November 12, 2005. He served
for over 15 years, presiding
over benches at Mumbai,
Nagpur, Aurangabad, and
Panaji.

Notably, he will be the
second Scheduled Caste judge
to be appointed as Chief
Justice of India, following
the retirement of Justice
KG Balakrishnan in 2010.
Justice BR Gavai authored the
majority opinion upholding
the 2016 demonetisation
scheme, affirming the Union
government's power to declare
currency invalid and stating
that the scheme satisfied the
“test of proportionality’.

three-four terrorists who
escaped the encounters

and are on the run. We are
confident of tracking and
neutralising them soon,”
the SSP told reporters at
the Rajbagh police station,
where all seized material,
including sophisticated
weapons, explosives and
daily-use items, was on
display. He said a tight
security grid was in place in
the district, from the border
villages to hinterland,
leading to the successful
operations against the
terrorists. “The encounters
exposed their traditional
(infiltration ) route... We
will not allow them to use
this route again,” Saxena
said. He said the recoveries
showed that they had come
with ill-intention and were
prepared for a long stay.
He said the seizure of a
huge quantity of explosive
material thwarted their plan
to carry out Improvised
Explosive Devices (IED)
blasts, while some quantity
of heroin suggested that
they were also consuming
drugs. He praised the

cooperation of the people in
the anti-terrorist operations
and said the “civil
population helped us a lot
and are providing immediate
information which helped
us in making an assessment
about the terrorists on the
run and we are accordingly
planning our operations to
neutralise them”.
According to evidence,
Saxena said terrorists had
recently sneaked into this
side from across the border
but police “did not allow

them to succeed in their
nefarious designs”. On
local support to terrorists,
he said 30 persons had
been identified and booked
under Public Safety Act
(PSA) in the district so
far. The material seized
from the terrorists includes
two AK assault rifles, one
M4 carbine, grenades and
sophisticated gadgets for
navigation, clothes, sleeping
bags, Pakistan-make
medicines, beverages and
food items.

Agency: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said the violence
over the Waqf law was
“planned” and suggested a
conspiracy by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
the BSF to allow the entry
of Bangladeshi miscreants
to fuel unrest in the state.
In a meeting with Muslim
clerics in Kolkata, the fiery
Trinamool Congress chief
assured them that her party
was at the forefront in the
fight against the Waqf law
and urged them to engage
in peaceful protests. “T urge
the Prime Minister. He must
rein in the Home Minister
(Amit Shah). He is using
all the agencies to plot
against us. What will happen
when Modi ji is not there ?”
Mamata said. This is not the
first time that Mamata has
trained her guns on Amit
Shah while going soft on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. In 2022, Mamata said
she didn’t believe that the
Prime Minister was behind
the misuse of investigative
agencies as CBI and ED
were under the Home
Ministry. Three people died
and several were injured as
Bengal's Murshidabad and
South 24 Parganas districts
witnessed widespread
violence during protests over
the passage of the Wagqf law.
Among the deceased are a
father-son duo who were
hacked to death by a mob
in Samsherganj. The state
government has announced
Rs 10 lakh ex gratia for the
families of the three persons
who died in the violence. An
initial probe into the riots

has revealed the involvement
of Bangladeshi miscreants,
according to a report sent to
the Union Home Ministry.
The districts where violence
broke out border Bangladesh.
Latching on to the charge,
Mamata claimed that the
BSF, which guards the 2,200
km Bangladesh border along
Bengal, was responsible for
letting miscreants in from
the neighbouring country. “I
saw a report that the Home

Ministry said Bangladesh
is involved in this
(Murshidabad  violence ).

If this is true, the Centre is
responsible. BSF takes care
of the border. Why did BSF
not avert such a crisis ?” the
Chief Minister said. Calling
the Wagqf law BJP’s “divide
and rule policy”, Mamata
warned against the saffron
party’s polarisation tactics.
“If you have to protest, do
it peacefully. The BJP will
come and incite you, but
imams must play a role and
diffuse it, saying we won't
allow  division between
Hindus and Muslims,” she
said. Mamata also rejected
the BJP’s claims that the
Trinamool was involved in
the Wagf violence. “Had the
TMC been involved in Waqf
violence as claimed by the

opposition, the houses of its
leaders would not have been
attacked,” the Trinamool
chief said. While the
Trinamool supremo held a
meeting with Muslim clerics,
the BJP observed Hindu
Shaheed Diwas outside the
state Assembly and paid
tribute to those killed in the
violence.

BJP HITS BACK

Union  Minister  and
Bengal BJP chief Sukanta
Majumdar took a swipe
at Mamata Banerjee after
she wrongly said that West
Bengal shares a border with
Sri Lanka, an island nation.
“According to geography
expert & Failed West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee, the
state now shares a border
with Sri Lanka! Move over,
maps — Didi’s imagination
has redrawn South Asia!”
Majumdar said in a post
on X. He didn't stop there.
“When the Chief Minister
herself can’t tell where her
state ends and an island
nation begins, is it any
wonder qualified teachers
are jobless while scams
thrive ? In Mamata's Bengal,
facts are optional, logic is
missing, and incompetence is
a qualification,” Majumdar
added.

ED questions Robexrt Vadra on dav 2

Agency: Robert Vadra, the
businessman brother-in-law
of Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, was
questioned by the Enforcement
Directorate on the second
straight day on Wednesday
in a 2008 Haryana land deal-
linked money-laundering case.
He reached the ED office
around 11 am accompanied
by his wife Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, the Congress MP
from Kerala's Wayanad. The
two exchanged hugs before
Robert Vadra went inside
the office. Priyanka Gandhi
stayed in the visitors’ room at
the agency's office ‘Pravartan
Bhawan’ at APJ Abdul Kalam
Road all through, and left
with her husband when he

was allowed to go home for
lunch around 1.10 pm. Vadra
was questioned for about

five hours on Tuesday and

his statement was recorded

by the federal probe agency
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA ),
official sources said. The
56-year-old Vadra had termed
the ED action “political
vendetta” saying the people of

the country “do not trust the
probe agencies”. He said he
has always cooperated with
investigative agencies and

has furnished huge amount

of documents, stressing that
there needs to be a closure in
cases which are as old as 20
years. The probe against Vadra
is linked to a land deal in
Haryana's Manesar-Shikohpur
(now sector 83) in Gurugram.



