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No wagi appointments, changes
(0 waqgl by user (ll next hearti

Bureau

The Supreme Court
on Thursday stayed the
operation of certain parts of
the contentious Wagqf law,
including the inclusion of
non-Muslims in the Waqf
boards and council, till
the next date of hearing
on May 5. The Chief
Justice-led bench also said
that the ‘waqf by user’
provision should not be
denotified till then. The
Centre assured the Supreme
Court that no appointments
would be made to Waqf
boards. The new law
tweaks the composition of
Waqf boards, making it
compulsory to include non-
Muslims as its members.

“SG (Tushar) Mehta
assured that till the next
date, no appointment
shall take place to board

and councils under the
2025 Act. He also assures
that the status of waqfs,
including waqf by user,
already declared by
notification or gazetted,
shall not be changed,”

the court said in its order.
In effect, the Supreme
Court’s interim order
means that the character of
Wagqf properties cannot be
changed for now. The law,
which came into effect on
April 8, removes the ‘waqf
by user’ provision, which
allows a property to be
treated as Waqf based on its
long-term use for religious
or charitable purposes,
even without formal
documentation.

The Centre, represented
by Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, sought 7-days’
time to file a response.

The court allowed the

YouTuber claims
‘fake paneer served’

i

Bureau

A popular YouTuber
recently claimed to have
discovered fake paneer
being served at Torii, a
plush Mumbai restaurant
owned by actor Shah
Rukh Khan's wife and
entrepreneur Gauri Khan.
Sarthak Sachdeva posted a
video demonstrating what
he claimed was a failed
purity test, expressing shock
over the ‘result’. Reacting
to his post in the comment
section, the restaurant
rejected the claim, saying it
stood by the purity of the
paneer ‘and the integrity
of our ingredients at Torii.”
In the video, Sachdeva set
out on a food inspection,
checking for adulteration in
paneer served at celebrity-
owned restaurants. Armed
with a vial of iodine
tincture, he made his way
through some of Mumbai's
swankiest spots, including
Virat Kohli's One8
Commune, Shilpa Shetty’s
Bastian, and Bobby Deol’s
Someplace Else. The paneer
served at all the three
places didn’t react to the
test - no black stains. When
Sachdeva conducted the
same test at Gauri Khan's
Torii, the paneer turned
black on contact with
iodine, leading Sachdeva to
declare in disbelief, “Shah
Rukh Khan ke restaurant
mein paneer nakli tha. Ye
dekh ke mere toh hosh

at Gauri Khan’s Torii

udd gaye the (The paneer
served at Shah Rukh Khan's
restaurant turned out to be
fake. It blows my mind !)”
The moment has since gone
viral, with viewers just as
stunned as he was. Torii
dismissed the allegations

as well as the test. “The
iodine test reflects the
presence of starch, not the
authenticity of the paneer.
As the dish contains soy-
based ingredients, this
reaction is expected. We
stand by the purity of our
paneer and the integrity

of our ingredients at Torii
(sic),” the restaurant
commented on the
YouTuber’s Instagram post.
Furthermore, in a statement
issued by the team, they
added, “We are utterly
surprised at the news of
‘fake paneer’ being served
at Torii. From sourcing our
produce to the food being
served on the plate to our
patrons, there are quality
checks at every step of the
way. Our commitment to
excellence in the food we
serve remains unwavered.”
Gauri Khan's Torii is a
high-end restaurant in
Mumbai's upscale Pali Hill
area. Besides venturing into
the hospitality realm, Khan
is a well-known producer
and bankrolls most of her
superstar husband’s films.
She is also a celebrated
interior designer, having
designed the homes of
several Bollywood actors.

petitioners to file their
rejoinder within five days
after that. At the outset,
SG Mehta said staying
the Waqf law, whether
directly or indirectly,

was an extraordinary
measure, and cannot be
done based on a mere
reading of the provisions.
“We received lakhs and
lakhs of representations
before the amendments
were made. Villages were
taken as waqfs. Private
properties were taken as
wagqfs... Your lordships are
taking a serious and harsh
step by staying directly
or indirectly statutory
provisions,” SG Mehta
said.

The Supreme Court,
however, indicated that
the entire law wouldn't
be stayed. “We have said
there were some positive

things in the law. We have
stated that there cannot

be a complete stay. But,
we also don't want the
situation to change which
is prevailing now... like
the 5 years following Islam
one, we are not staying
that,” the top court said.
The reference is to another
contentious provision in
the law that prevents a
Muslim from giving Waqf
before completing five
years since embracing
Islam. On Wednesday, the

top court mooted a stay on
certain parts of the Waqf
law, saying some of the
provisions could have grave
ramifications. However, it
did not pass any orders at
the Centre’s request.

The Wagqf law has
sparked massive protests
across the country, with
West Bengal being rocked
by violence last week.

The violence in Bengal's
Murshidabad district has
left three people dead and
several injured.
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Supreme Court allows Bengal to retain

‘untainted’ teachers till fresh sele;_cﬁon

Bureau

In a partial relief to the West Bengal
government, the Supreme Court on
Thursday said the ‘untainted’ assistant
teachers for classes 9-12, whose
appointments were cancelled earlier this
month due to irregularities in recruitment,
could continue their jobs till the fresh
selection process is completed.
ordered the West Bengal government
to publish an advertisement for fresh
recruitment by May 31 or else it would take
action against the dispensation. A bench
headed by Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
hearing a petition objecting to the new
selection process of the West Bengal School
Service Commission (WBSSC ), asked
the state government to take corrective

measures by December 31.

“Subject to the following conditions
that the ad for fresh recruitment will be
out by May 31, the exam, including the
entire process, shall be done by December
31,” the bench said. The bench said if the
West Bengal government did not publish
the ad by or before May 31, it would pass
appropriate orders, including imposition
of costs. On April 3, the Supreme Court
upheld a Calcutta High Court’s decision to
terminate the appointments of as many as
25,753 teaching and non-teaching staff by
the WBSSC in 2016 in connection with the

The court

school jobs-for-cash scam. The infamous
school jobs-for-cash scam revolves around
alleged illegal recruitments in primary and
secondary schools across West Bengal
during the 2016 hiring process. The

High Court, citing serious irregularities
such as OMR sheet tampering and rank
manipulation, annulled the appointments of

25,753 teachers and non-teaching staff in

state-run and state-aided schools.

On May 7 last year, the Supreme
Court put a hold on the High Court’s
order concerning these appointments by
the state’s School Service Commission
(SSC) but allowed the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to proceed with its
probe into the matter. The case originated
from allegations of irregularities in the
2016 recruitment process conducted by
the West Bengal SSC, in which 23 lakh
candidates competed for 24,640 posts, yet
25,753 appointment letters were issued.

Bureau

Ever since Donald Trump
took over as US President,
Elon Musk has had his
hands full in suggesting
cost-cutting measures for
the government. But, he
hasn’t cut down on one
thing - making babies. In
fact, the world's richest
man, father of 14 children,
often reaches out to women
on X to solicit them to have
his babies in a bid to grow
a “legion”, according to a
damning report by The Wall
Street Journal. The reason ?
Musk's belief that declining
birthrates pose an existential
risk to civilisation. And in
a bid to “seed” the planet,
Musk has offered his sperm
to women, used surrogates,
and worked secret deals
with women to keep his
personal affairs out of
public view, as per the
report. However, Musk's
personal life has been just
as headline-worthy as his

moves as part of Trump's
DOGE team. Apart from
juggling six companies,
Musk has had his fair share
of romances over the years.
So far, he has fathered
14 children with four
partners - Justine Wilson,
singer-songwriter Grimes,
Neuralink’s director Shivon
Zilis, and author Ashley
St Clair. However, sources
close to Musk told the WSJ
that the SpaceX CEO might
have even more children
with additional women.
The bombshell WSJ
report has not gone
unnoticed by Musk, who
responded with a cryptic
post, “TMZ »» WSJ”.
TMZ is a gossip website
that reports on celebrity
news. As per the WSJ
report, a cryptocurrency
influencer from Japan,
Tiffany Fong, was one of
the women Musk directly
messaged to have his child.
This happened last year
after Musk began following

her on X, making her
followers increase manifold
and a jump in earnings.
Within two weeks, Fong
earned $21,000. Aware of
the consequences of saying
“no” to the world’s richest
person, Fong denied the
proposal. According to the
WSI report, Fong “pictured
having children in a more
traditional nuclear family”.
However, things went for

a toss for Fong after she
revealed Musk’s proposal
to her friends, including
Ashley St Clair, who earlier
this year claimed to have
given birth to Musk's child,
named Romulus. As Musk
came to know of it, the
consequences were swift.
The Tesla CEO unfollowed
her, resulting in a drop in
her followers, which in turn
hit her earnings drastically.
Ashley found herself in a
similar situation in 2023,
when Musk followed her on
X. The duo began texting,
and it soon blossomed into

a romantic relationship,
Ashley said. In September
2024, she gave birth to
Musk’s 13th child.
However, to keep the
matter under the carpet,
Ashley was asked to sign a
non-disclosure agreement
that would include a
financial package of $15
million and $100,000
per month. However, she
refused and made the
incident public in February

Cricket board sacks assistant coach Abhishek
Nayar; support staff set for overhaul

Bureau

The Indian cricket team’s
assistant coach Abhishek
Nayar has been sacked
just eight months into the
assignment amid speculation
of a rift with a high-profile
member of the support staff
even though Test debacles
against New Zealand and
Australia are being cited as
the reason for his ouster.

If board sources are to be
believed, Nayar has already
been intimated of the
BCCI’s decision. “While
India’s recent Test debacles
(against New Zealand and
Australia ) have led to the

churning but there is also

a feeling in the BCCI that
Nayar became a scapegoat
in the turf war between an
important member of the
support staff and a senior
star player,” a BCCI source
told PTI. Fielding coach

T Dilip, and Strength and
Conditioning coach Soham
Desai are also on their way
out after completing more
than three years in their
respective positions. The
new Standard Operating
Procedure of the BCCI has
capped the support staff’s
tenure at three years. It is
learnt that India’s first ever
Strength and Conditioning

coach Adrian Le Roux is
likely to return for a second
stint. The South African is
widely credited for ushering
in a new fitness culture in
the then Sourav Ganguly-
led Indian team during the
2003 World Cup. BCCI
secretary Devajit Saikia,
when contacted by PTI,
chose to sidestep the query.
“Certain things are being
finalised. You will receive a
press note from the BCCI in
some days,” Saikia said when
asked about the development.
The 41-year-old Nayar,

a former all-rounder who
played three ODIs but was
largely a domestic stalwart

with 103 first-class games,
didn’t respond to a text
message sent by PTI. It is
learnt that Nayar's removal
was on the cards after
Sitanshu Kotak was added

to the Indian team's support
staff as an additional batting
coach. “...just after the tour
of Australia, there was a
review meeting conducted by
the BCCI. The top officials
of the board, including
secretary Devajit Saikia and
vice-president Rajeev Shukla,
were present along with
important members associated
with the Indian team, and the
national selectors,” the BCCI
source said.

TCS gets 21 acres in Visakhapatnam for just 99 paise

Bureau

The Andhra Pradesh
government has approved
the allotment of 21.16
acres of land to Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS) for a token price
of just 99 paise in a bid to
promote Visakhapatnam as
a growing technology hub.
The land is located at IT
Hill Number 3 in Vizag and
will be used by TCS to set
up a new IT campus. The
cabinet of Andhra Pradesh

cleared the proposal on
Tuesday, stating that the
project is expected to bring
in an investment of around
Rs 1,370 crore and create
nearly 12,000 jobs. “Cabinet
approved the allocation of
21.16 acres of land to TCS
at Visakhapatnam IT Hill
Number 3 for setting up

an IT campus to generate
12,000 jobs,” said a press
release. The move is part of
a larger plan by the state to
make Visakhapatnam a key
destination for IT companies

and digital services. The
idea of bringing TCS to
Vizag was first discussed in
October 2024, when state
IT Minister Nara Lokesh
met senior officials of Tata
Group during a visit to
Mumbai. He had invited
TCS to look at Andhra
Pradesh for its next major
project.

Since then, the state
government has been in
regular talks with the
company to finalise the
details. The decision to offer

land at such a symbolic
rate is aimed at sending
a clear message to the
tech industry that Andhra
Pradesh is ready to welcome
large investments and offer
full support to IT firms.
Andhra Pradesh’s Minister
for Human Resource
Development (HRD ), Nara
Lokesh, mentioned it at the
Conclave.

“We are at the cusp of
a new revolution. States
that position themselves
with quality manpower and

an enabling ecosystem can
move ahead swiftly. Andhra
Pradesh is at the right

point to take that leap,”
Lokesh said. He highlighted
that the state is actively
competing with others to
attract investments and
technological advancements.
The Andhra Pradesh
government had announced
the development of a
500-acre Data City near
Visakhapatnam, aiming

to replicate Hyderabad’s
success with Hitec City.

The decision to give land
to TCS at 99 paise also
brings back memories of a
similar strategy used in the
past, when land in Sanand,
Gujarat was allotted to Tata
Motors for just 99 paise.
That move had helped
Gujarat build a strong
presence in the automobile
industry.

In this case, Andhra
Pradesh seems to be
following a similar approach
to bring in long-term
technology investments

this year. According to
WSIJ, messages between
Musk and Ashley revealed
the tech titan wanted to
bring other women as
surrogates to have more
children in an attempt to
reach “legion-level before
the apocalypse”. “I don’t
want my son to feel like
he's a secret,” she told
Musk’s aide Jared Birchall
in a call in December,

and emphasised that she

felt entangled in the tech
moghul’s “harem drama”.
In Islam, harem means a
secluded part of the house
that is set apart only for
women.

Last year, a New York
Times report claimed that
Musk secretly bought
a 14,400-square-foot
compound in Texas for $35
million (Rs 295 crore )
to house his children and
former partners.

Kashmir's only relationship
with Pak is.... India hits
back at Pak Army chief

Bureau

Pakistan Army Chief
General Asim Munir’s
“won't forget it” warning
on Jammu and Kashmir
drew a sharp reaction from
India, with New Delhi
on Thursday stating that
the Union Territory is an
integral part of the country,
while urging Pakistan to
hand over the “illegally
occupied territories,”
referring to Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir. “How
can anything foreign be
in a jugular vein ? This is
a union territory of India.
Its only relationship with
Pakistan is the vacation
of illegally occupied
territories by that country,”
The Ministry of External
Affairs said in a statement.
Addressing Pakistanis
abroad, Munir had earlier
reiterated his country’s
longstanding claim on
Jammu and Kashmir, while
defending the two-nation
theory that led to the birth
of Pakistan in 1947. “Our
stance is absolutely clear,
it was our jugular vein, it
will be our jugular vein.
We will not forget it. We
will not leave our Kashmiri

&1

brothers in their heroic
struggle,” Munir said,
drawing sharp criticism
from Delhi. Munir went a
step ahead and said that the
“stark differences between
Hindus and Muslims” are
what led to the birth of

the Islamic Republic. “Our
forefathers believed that
we were different from
Hindus in every possible
aspect of life. Our religion
is different. Our customs
are different. Our traditions
are different. Our thoughts
are different. Our ambitions
are different... That was
the foundation of the
Two-Nation Theory. It was
laid on the belief that we
are two nations, not one,”
said General Munir at the
Convention for Overseas
Pakistanis on Wednesday.



