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PM Modi to visit Saudi Arabia on April
22-23, defence cooperation on agenda

Agency: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit
Saudi Arabia from April
22 to 23, following an
invitation from His Royal
Highness Mohammed bin
Salman, the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister of Saudi
Arabia, the government
announced. The visit will
be hosted in the city of
Jeddah, where PM Modi's
engagements will include a
ceremonial welcome by the
Crown Prince. Additionally,
the two leaders will co-
chair the second meeting
of the Strategic Partnership
Council, aimed at building
on the already strong
bilateral relationship. The
Ministry of External Affairs
said that the visit aims to
strengthen bilateral relations
and enhance cooperation
in key areas of mutual

interest. Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri highlighted
the importance of Prime
Minister Modi's visit to
Saudi Arabia, stating, “The
visit is significant due to
Saudi Arabia’s role as a
strategic partner for India.
The country is home to

one of the largest Indian
expatriate communities
globally. Additionally, Saudi
Arabia is a key voice in

the Islamic world and is
increasingly influential in
regional matters. This visit
presents an opportunity

to further strengthen the
already robust ties with this
strategic partner. The Prime
Minister and Crown Prince
share a strong personal
bond, marked by mutual
respect, which has greatly
benefited the bilateral
relationship.” India and

e

Saudi Arabia have a strong
and friendly relationship,
rooted in a long history of
socio-cultural and trade
connections.

As strategic allies, the
two nations enjoy bilateral
ties across multiple sectors,

including politics, defence,
security, trade, investment,
energy, technology,
healthcare, education,
culture, and people-to-
people interactions. Over
the past decade, India’s
relationship with the

Elon Musk praises PM Modi, to visit
India this year as Tesla readies dehut

Agency: A day after
holding a telephonic
conversation with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Tesla and SpaceX CEO
Elon Musk said he would
be making his much-
awaited visit to India later
this year as Tesla readies
to debut its fleet of electric
vehicles in the Indian
market. Furthermore,
in a post on X, the man
tasked with spearheading
the Department of
Government Efficiency
(DOGE) by President
Donald Trump, said it
was “an honour” to speak
to PM Modi. The Prime
Minister’s conversation
with Elon Musk comes
at a crucial juncture for
both nations, as New
Delhi and Washington are
trying to erase differences
on tariffs and work on
convergences towards a
trade deal. In a post on
X, PM Modi revealed
he spoke to the tech
billionaire and discussed
the “immense potential” for
collaboration in technology
and innovation. The
conversation also came on
the heels of Vice President

Amid ‘Hindi imposition’ row, Uddhav and India'slams'B
Raj Thackeray hint at burying the hatchet '0 ver IIIlIlIlI Ieader S I(IIIIII!l

Agency: The row over
the BJP-led Maharashtra
government's decision to
make Hindi a mandatory
third language seems to
have united warring first
cousins Uddhav and Raj
Thackeray nearly two
decades after their bitter
fallout. In a podcast
with filmmaker Mahesh
Manjrekar, Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
chief Raj Thackeray said
he was willing to set
aside minor disputes to
protect the interests of
Maharashtra and preserve
the Marathi language. The
MNS chief, who allied
with the NDA in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, said
he had no qualms about
working with Uddhav
Thackeray if the Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief was willing.
“When major issues arise,
the disputes and quarrels
between us are small.

For Maharashtra and
the Marathi people, the
conflicts between us are
insignificant. Coming
together is not a difficult
task, but the real question
is about the willingness
to do so,” Raj Thackeray
said. However, he clarified
that it was not due to his

|

JD Vance's visit to India
from April 21 to April

24. Sharing details of the
interaction on X, PM Modi
wrote, “Spoke to Elon Musk
and talked about various
issues, including the topics
we covered during our
meeting in Washington

DC ecarlier this year. We
discussed the immense
potential for collaboration in
the areas of technology and
innovation. India remains
committed to advancing

our partnerships with the
US in these domains.” PM
Modi met Elon Musk in
February this year, during
his two-day visit to the

personal willingness or

his individual interests.
“It’s important to keep the
larger picture in mind,” he
said. Raj, once seen as the
political heir of his uncle
and the late Shiv Sena
supremo Bal Thackeray,
left the Shiv Sena in

2005 amid a dispute with
Uddhav for control of the
party. Raj floated the MNS
the next year. Reacting

to his estranged cousin's
remark, Uddhav said he
was also willing to set
aside “small quarrels” and
unite in the interest of

the Marathi community.
However, the Sena (UBT)
chief put a condition

that he should not
“invite home and
serve food” to
those who

act against
Maharashtra’s
interests

- a likely
reference to
the BJP and its
Mahayuti allies.
“I am also ready to set
aside the small quarrels
and come together in the
interest of the Marathi
community. But there

is one condition. First,
decide that you won't

US. The SpaceX CEO was
accompanied by his three
children - X, Strider and
Azure. During the meeting,
Elon Musk gifted PM
Modi a Starship hexagonal
heatshield tile. The PM’s
telephonic conversation
with Elon Musk comes
amid reports that Tesla

is preparing to enter the
Indian market by shipping
a few thousand cars to a
port near Mumbeai in the
coming months. According
to a Bloomberg report
citing sources familiar with
the matter, the US electric
vehicle giant is planning

to begin sales in Mumbeai,

invite home and serve food

to those who act against
Maharashtra's interests,
and only then talk
about the welfare
of the state,”
Uddhav said.
The senior
Thackeray
reminded
the MNS
chief of his
support for

the NDA in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
“When 1 was saying
during the Lok Sabha
elections that industries
were being moved from
Maharashtra to Gujarat, if
there had been opposition

Delhi, and Bangalore by
the third quarter of this
year. Tesla’s anticipated
debut in India also aligns
with ongoing discussions
between New Delhi and
Washington over import
tariffs, which are likely

to shape the carmaker’s
long-term strategy in the
country. The move follows
renewed momentum in
Tesla’s India plans, sparked
by PM Modi's earlier in-
person meeting with Musk
in Washington. Since then,
the company has reportedly
begun hiring for roles
related to showrooms and
deliveries.

at that time, then the BJP
government wouldn't be
at the Centre today,” he
said. “Even in the state,
there would have been a
government that thinks
about the interests of
Maharashtra. Back then,
you supported them,”
Uddhav further said.

The trigger behind
Raj Thackeray's outreach
to Uddhav has been the
Maharashtra government’s
decision to make Hindi a
compulsory third language
from Classes 1 to 5 under
the National Education
Policy (NEP). The move,
a departure from the usual
practice of studying two

\
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Kingdom has developed
into a more solid and lasting
partnership, with increased
investment, expanded
defence collaboration,

and frequent high-level
exchanges across various
fields.

e, faar

20 311¢1,2025

Meerut man tricked into marrying 45-year-old
woman instead of her 21-year-old daughter

SHAMLI: When
22-year-old Mohammad
Azim from Meerut’s
Brahmpuri arrived for
his nikah ceremony last
week, he believed he was
about to marry a 21-year-
old woman. But when
he lifted the bride's veil,
he was shocked to find a
45-year-old widow, the
mother of the woman he
thought he was set to wed.
Azim told police that on
March 31, his elder brother
Nadeem and sister-in-law
Shaida assured him that his
marriage had been arranged
with Shaida’s 21-year-old
niece, Mantasha, a resident
of Fazalpur in Kankerkhera.
However, during the
ceremony, Azim grew
suspicious when the maulvi
announced the bride’s name
as Tahira - Mantasha’s
mother. “I was shocked
when I lifted the veil and

saw that the bride was not
Mantasha, but her mother
Tahira,” Azim told police.
He claimed that when he
protested and refused to
take the bride home, his
brother and sister-in-law
threatened to implicate
him in a false rape case.
Betrayed and fearing legal
trouble, Azim returned
home alone and approached

the SSP office in Meerut
on Thursday to file a
complaint.

SSP Meerut Dr Vipin
Tada said, “A complaint
has been received regarding
the matter. A thorough
investigation will be
conducted and necessary
action will be taken based
on the facts.” The case is
currently under inquiry.

Close down Parliament if Supreme Court
has 1o make law’: Nishikant dubey

Agency: After Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankar
questioned Supreme Court,
now a BJP leader has added
fuel to the fire, saying
Parliament should stop
functioning if the apex
court acts like it. Taking
aim at Supreme Court
on Friday, seasoned BJP
parliamentarian Nishikant
Dubey in a cryptic post on
X wrote, “Kanoon yadi
Supreme Court hi banayega
to Sansad Bhavan bund kar
dena chahiye (Parliament
should be closed down
if the Supreme Court
has to make the laws).”
His remarks came amid
hearings on several pleas
ongoing in the Supreme
Court challenging the
constitutionality of the
Wagqf (Amendment ) Act.
Parliament passed the Bill
in the first week of April.
Meanwhile, Centre has
decided not to implement
some of its contentious
provisions till the next date
of hearing after court raised
several concerns over them.
The timing of Dubey’s
remark is also noteworthy
as Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankar recently voiced
strong disapproval of

languages, has ignited

a firestorm of protests
from regional leaders and
parties.

The MNS and the
Uddhav Sena have
slammed the Devendra
Fadnavis-led BJP
government for imposing
Hindi while undermining
the importance of Marathi.
Defending the decision,
Devendra Fadnavis said
Marathi was already
compulsory.

“What the Central
government thinks is
that one communication
language needs to be
there and that is why this
decision is taken,” he said.

= i
Supreme Court’s judgement
after it set a timeline
for the President to take
decision on the bills sent

to her. “We cannot have a
situation where you direct
the President of India and
on what basis ?” Dhankhar
question SC while speaking
to the sixth batch of Rajya
Sabha interns at the Vice-
President’s Enclave on
Thursday.

“There is a directive to
the President by a recent
judgement. Where are we
heading ? What is happening
in the country ? We have
to be extremely sensitive.
It is not a question of
someone filing a review or

Agency Ind1a on
Saturday reacted strongly
to the kidnapping and
killing of a Hindu leader
in Bangladesh, calling
upon the Muhammed
Yunus-led interim
government to “live up
to its responsibility of
protecting all minorities,
including Hindus.” “We
have noted with distress
the abduction and brutal
killing of Shri Bhabesh
Chandra Roy, a Hindu
minority leader in
Bangladesh,” Ministry
of External Affairs
official spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said in a
statement. “This killing
follows a pattern of
systematic persecution
of Hindu minorities
under the interim
government even as the
perpetrators of previous
such events roam with
impunity,” Jaiswal
further said. Reiterating
India’s earlier stance
on minorities, Jaiswal
added, “We condemn
this incident and once
again remind the interim
government to live up
to its responsibility of
protecting all minorities,
including Hindus, without
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not. We never bargained
for democracy for this
day. President being called
upon to decide in a time-
bound manner, and if not,
becomes law,” Dhankhar
added. “President being
called upon to decide in a
time-bound manner, and
if not, it becomes law. So
we have judges who will

inventing excuses or
making distinctions.” Last
year, following the arrest
of Hindu monk Chinmoy
Krishna Das at Dhaka
airport, India repeatedly
reminded Bangladesh

of its duty to protect

the rights of minorities.
Even Jaiswal urged the
Yunus administration

to protect minorities,
while stating that the
reported acts of violence
against minorities

can’t be dismissed as
“media exaggeration.”
According to local
media reports on Friday,
the body of 58-year-
old Bhabesh Chandra
Roy was recovered on
Thursday night after he
was allegedly kidnapped
from his house in north

legislate, who will perform
executive functions, who
will act as super Parliament,
and absolutely have no
accountability because law
of the land does not apply
to them,” he further said.
However, opposition parties
lauded court’s observation
over the Waqf Act and
direction to President.

Bangladesh. Roy’s wife
told The Daily Star

that he had received a
call around 4:30 pm,
allegedly made by the
accused to find out if
he was present at that
time. She further claimed
that her husband was
forcefully taken from
their premises half an
hour later and taken to
Narabari village, where
he was allegedly beaten
up. When Roy was sent
back to his home in an
unconscious state, the
neighbours rushed him
to a nearby hospital,
where he was declared
dead. According to local
reports, the police are yet
to locate the suspects in
connection with Roy’s
brutal murder.



